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Uganda: High Alert Amid Worsening Tensions in Eastern DR Congo (teleSur) February
26, 2024

On Monday, the Ugandan military said it is on high alert and closely
following the unstable situation in the eastern part of neighboring
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

The entire borderline is under surveillance following intense fighting between DRC troops and M23 rebels,
Maj. Bilal Katamba, spokesperson of the Mountain Division of the Uganda People's Defense Forces
(UPDF), told Xinhua over the phone.

"Whenever there is a problem in the neighborhood, we also become more alert. We just can't sit back," he
said.

Katamba, who also speaks for Operation Shujaa, a UPDF mission hunting down Allied Democratic Forces
(ADF) rebels in eastern DRC, said the army is also on alert given that the ADF had recently started crossing
into Uganda and wreaking havoc.

"We have issues already with the ADF," he said. "Our alertness has been at the top. Remember how they
infiltrated and hurt our people."

Katamba said many refugees are fleeing into Uganda from the DRC, a situation which called for serious
screening to avoid letting in ADF rebels.

"When you are expecting refugees, it means that bad people can use the opportunity to come in. So all the
security agencies are on full alert," he said.

ICC orders record $56 million compensation for Uganda victims (Reuters) By
Stephanie van den Berg
February 29, 2024

Nearly 50,000 victims of Ugandan militia commander Dominic Ongwen
should get a total of over 52 million euros ($56 million) in
compensation, International Criminal Court judges ruled on
Wednesday, in a record reparations order.

Judges said Ongwen, a former child-soldier who rose through the ranks to become one of the top
commanders of the notorious Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels, did not have the resources to pay the
compensation himself.

Instead they asked the tribunal's own Trust Fund for Victims to help cover the cost.

The reparations will be in the form of a symbolic individual payment of 750 euros per victim and additional
collective reparations like rehabilitation programs and memorial sites.

Ongwen was convicted and sentenced to 25 years in prison in 2021 on 60 counts of war crimes and crimes
against humanity, including rape, murder and child abduction. He is currently serving his sentence in
Norway.

Led by fugitive warlord Joseph Kony, the LRA terrorized Ugandans for nearly 20 years as it fought the
government of President Yoweri Museveni from bases in northern Uganda and neighboring countries. The
militia has been largely wiped out, but Kony remains one of the ICC's most wanted fugitives.

Ahead of the ruling Louis Lakor, a 29-year-old Ugandan who was kidnapped by the LRA as a boy, told
Reuters that reparations could only ever be symbolic "because in reality there's no amount of money that
can compensate for the crimes the LRA committed".

The rebels murdered his parents and forced him to kill his sister, he said.

"How can you compensate those who died, or those with invisible wounds or victimhood like the children
who were born in the bush, those whose parents were killed?" he asked.

The total number of victims is estimated at almost 50,000 and includes victims of attacks on refugee
camps, and women and children who were abducted and forced to become child soldiers or sex slaves. The
ICC judges calculated the total sum of the reparations to be 52.4 million euros, by far the largest the court
has ordered in a case.

The judges cautioned that "victims cannot expect payments to be executed soon after the issuance of this
reparations order".

In addition, they warned that the Trust Fund for Victims, which relies on voluntary contributions, might
not be able to raise enough money to match the sum ordered.

International Criminal Court to hold first ever in absentia hearing over Ugandan
rebel leader Kony (AP News) March 4, 2024

International Criminal Court prosecutors will present evidence to back
up charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity against
notorious fugitive Ugandan rebel leader Joseph Kony at the global
court’s first ever in absentia hearing later this year.

The court announced Monday it will hold a so-called confirmation of charges hearing starting Oct. 15
against Kony, the alleged leader of the Lord’s Resistance Army, a brutal rebel group, nearly two decades
after first seeking his arrest.

Kony faces 12 counts of crimes against humanity including murder, sexual enslavement and rape, and 21
counts of war crimes including cruel treatment of civilians, pillaging and enlisting child soldiers allegedly
committed in 2003 and 2004 in northern Uganda.

The hearing is not a trial, but allows prosecutors to outline their case in court. Kony – if he is not arrested
before the hearing -- will be represented in his absence by a defense lawyer. If he is captured after the
hearing, Kony will face trial at the court based in The Hague.

The LRA began its attacks in Uganda in the 1980s, when Kony sought to overthrow the government. After
being pushed out of Uganda, the militia terrorized villages in Congo, Central Africa Republic and South
Sudan. It was notorious for using child soldiers, mutilating civilians and enslaving women.

Kony was thrust into the global spotlight in 2012 when a video about his crimes went viral. Despite the
attention and international efforts to capture him, he remains at large.

Last week, the ICC awarded reparations of more than 52 million euros ($56 million) to thousands of
victims of Dominic Ongwen, a convicted commander in the Lord’s Resistance Army.

Kenya

KNHCR Urges Parliament To Act On British Army's Alleged Crimes In Kenya (Citizen
Digital) By Edwin Obuya
March 5, 2024

The Kenya National Human Rights Commission now wants the
National Assembly to hold the British army operating in the country to
account for several cases of human abuse. In a report presented to
the Defence Foreign Relations Committee, the committee listed
several incidences of murder, rape, and exploitation that have been
allegedly committed by the British Army training unit in Kenya,
commonly known as BATUK.

In a report submitted by KNCHR Commissioner Prof. Marion Mutugi, 43 complaints received by the
Commission against BATUK date back as far back as 1975.

In the report, KNHCR points to the mistrust by the host community in the British army following several
incidences of lack of justice where the army has been accused of committing different crimes including
murder, rape, maiming and assault.

“This highlights systematic issue of delayed or non-existent justice for victims of incidents where BATUK is
involved. The report read.

The commission highlighted a case where a woman was murdered by one of the service men in the BATUK
army in 2012, but only came to light in 2021 and caused uproar among Kenyans.

“The DCI took over the investigations, but this event among others contributes to the existing mistrust and
concern within the community on the perception of impunity and lack of accountability for BATUK’s
action.” Read part of the report.

The commission now wants parliament to ensure the army is held accountable for their actions and to
follow human rights and the law of the land.

Prof. Mutugi challenged the National Assembly, to come up with laws that will make sure the army is
accountable and the community feels safe.

“While the cooperation plays an important role, it’s important to ensure that the operations do not harm
the human rights, environment and socio economic well being of the Kenyan people, they must comply
with international human rights standards local and national laws.” Mutegi told the committee.

The committee chair and Belgut MP Nelson Koech lamented of how long it has taken for victims to get
justice and promised the investigation will yield fruits.

“We will look through all the violations that you have listed here, we intend to conduct thorough
investigation into this issue and ensure justice for Kenyans is achieved.” He said.

Rwanda (International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda)

Rwanda, U.S., and France Enter Diplomatic Dispute Over Alleged Rwandan Support
of DRC Rebels (Atlas News) February 22, 2024

France has joined the list of countries and organization that have
recently urged Rwanda to cease any and all alleged support for the
M23 rebels in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

The French Foreign Ministry released a statement condemning “the ongoing Rwanda backed M23
offensive, as well as the presence of Rwandan forces on Congolese soil”, as well as calling upon Rwanda “to
end all support for M23 and to withdraw from Congolese territory”.

The entire French Foreign Ministry statement may be read here.

Rwanda responded to the French accusations by saying that “no one knows more about the root causes and
history of the conflict in eastern DRC than France”, before clarifying Rwanda’s “security position” on the
eastern DRC.

Notably, the French Foreign Ministry also calls upon the DRC’s government to end cooperation with the
Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), a militant group that operates within the eastern
DRC that, in its origin, was comprised primarily of former genocidaires of the Rwandan genocide.

The US has also warned Rwanda several times recently to halt their support for the M23. On February
20th, the US stated that Rwanda and the DRC “must walk back from the brink of war” after tensions
continue to rise between the two nations.

Claims and Denials A number of different international entities have all accused Rwanda of supporting the
M23 rebels. The accusations are nothing new, with nations like the US, UK, and the DRC itself accusing
Rwanda of supporting the rebels when they launched their rebellion in 2012.

The support, however, has sharply escalated as of late. Not only is Rwanda accused of deploying troops to
fight alongside the M23, but they are also accused of deploying advanced weapons systems in support of
the M23.

Recently, the UN claimed that a Rwandan Surface to Air Missile System fired at one of their observation
drones, within the DRC’s territory.

The deployment of such equipment marks a severe escalation as the rebels assault the town of Sake,
threatening to cut off the North Kivu provincial capital city of Goma, a city of 2 million people.

Fighting has been ongoing around Sake for approximately two weeks. The M23 has vowed to “liberate” the
town in order to “silence” heavy artillery and more weapons that they claim the DRC has been using to
attack civilians.

Rwanda, and the M23, have continually denied that Rwanda supports the group. Rwanda claims that the
DRC government attempts to use it as a scapegoat due to its inability to solve its own security issues.

Rwanda, in turn, accuses the DRC of working alongside the FDLR, an accusation which the DRC also
denies.

Several UN reports have been released which detail not only Rwandan support for the M23, but also the
DRC’s cooperation with the FDLR, a group which is openly hostile to Rwanda.

The Threat of War Since the M23 launched a renewed offensive against the DRC government in 2021,
tensions between Rwanda and the DRC have risen exponentially. As such, many are fearful of the threat of
war between the two nations, who have gone to war against each other twice in the last 30 years.

The UN, and several individual nations, have urged restraint on both the DRC’s part and Rwanda’s part,
and for adherence to several peace processes that have been established aimed at halting violence in the
eastern DRC.

Rwandan Peacekeepers pictured in Mozambique (Photo from Jean Bizimana/Reuters). Combat between
the DRC and the M23 sparked up again on January 16th, after the DRC launched an attack upon the M23
with their new Southern African Development Community (SADC) allies, who had deployed to the nation a
month prior.

The offensive appears to have not gone as planned, as the M23, with their alleged Rwandan allies, have
successfully managed to capture large swathes of territory throughout North Kivu. According to the M23,
however, these territorial acquisitions are merely “defensive manoeuvres” in order to “silence” artillery,
tanks, and more that the M23 claims the DRC and SADC are using to attack civilians.

Presently, as stated, the M23 is threatening the key town of Sake. While the DRC has succeeded thus far in
preventing the towns capture, it has successfully cut off travel on the last road to Goma that was under the
DRC’s control, leaving the city rather vulnerable. Additionally, Sake is only 25km away from Goma.

Despite the threat that is posed to Goma, the M23 has insisted they do not intend on attacking or capturing
the city, as they had in 2012, and almost did again in 2022.

The wanted: Australia asked to ‘prosecute or extradite’ two men accused by
Rwanda of involvement in genocide (The Guardian) By Ben Doherty, Dunja Karagic, Amos
Roberts
February 25, 2024

A man accused of involvement in Rwanda’s brutal genocide in 1994 –
who is alleged to have participated in mob attacks that killed
members of the Tutsi minority – is living in Australia, having never
faced court. Another man also accused of involvement in the genocide
is also believed by Rwandan authorities to be in the country.

A year-long Guardian/Four Corners investigation can reveal that the two men, who were found by
Rwanda’s transitional justice process to have been involved in deadly mob attacks against civilians during
the genocide, are being sought by the Rwandan government for arrest, pending possible extradition.

Froduald Rukeshangabo lives in suburban Brisbane and works as a driving instructor. Celestin
Munyaburanga has family in the same city – although it is unclear whether he is in the country and
understood he might be living under a different name.

Rukeshangabo has described allegations against him as “false” and part of a “smear campaign”. Others in
the Rwandan diaspora say the allegations are politically motivated. Munyaburanga did not respond to
request for comment, but a family member says he is innocent. The Guardian/Four Corners does not
suggest the two men are guilty, only that these serious allegations deserve further investigation by an
appropriate authority.

The presence in Australia of at least one man accused of involvement in the genocide has raised questions
about the country’s screening process and the willingness of authorities to investigate or prosecute alleged
international crimes.

The Guardian/Four Corners travelled to Rwanda to speak with survivors and confessed perpetrators who
claim they are familiar with allegations made against the two men.

‘They had machetes and clubs’ Rwanda’s genocide against the Tutsi between April and July of 1994 was one
of the most brutal pogroms of the 20th century.

In a planned, state-sponsored campaign of violence to exterminate Rwanda’s Tutsi minority, more than
half a million men, women and children were murdered by vigilante mobs and trained militia, made up of
members of the Hutu majority.

It is estimated that at least two-thirds of Rwanda’s Tutsi were killed, as well as some moderate Hutu: many
were hacked to death with machetes or killed with basic weapons. In the aftermath, alleged perpetrators
fled all over the world.

In 2017, the Rwandan government issued an indictment and international arrest warrant to Australia,
seeking the arrest of Munyaburanga, who was then believed to be living in Canberra. The warrant alleges
that Munyaburanga is “suspected to have committed the crime of genocide” under local criminal law and
international convention.

The former high school headmaster, according to the allegations in the indictment, established a roadblock
at Hanika, in Nyanza district in Rwanda’s south, where he “with [Hutu militia]… intercepted and killed
with traditional weapons, Tutsi civilians”.

The indictment alleges Munyaburanga was complicit in the deaths of 21 named Tutsi – as well as an
unknown number more not identified.

Survivors in Hanika alleged to the Guardian/Four Corners that they saw Munyaburanga take their relatives
from their homes and say those relatives were later found dead. None of the survivors said they saw
Munyaburanga personally kill anyone.

Chaliroti Mutegarugori claimed she saw her 17-year-old brother attacked when a mob came for the Tutsi
men and boys of Hanika.

“I saw him [Munyaburanga] with my own eyes taking my brother; he even beat him as he was taking him.

“They had machetes and clubs; there was Munyaburanga with many others … they started beating [my
brother], they struck him on his shoulders and the blood spilled out.

“I was afraid and ran away.”

Four of Mutegarugori’s relatives are listed on the indictment as having been killed by a group of militia that
included Munyaburanga, but others she alleged were also killed (including her 17-year-old brother) are not.

Manassé Musabyimana, a confessed and convicted participant in the genocide in Nyanza, alleged to the
Guardian/Four Corners that he was recruited by Munyaburanga to man a roadblock where multiple
civilians were subsequently killed in mob attacks. He says he himself did not kill anyone but accepts his
complicity in the crimes as part of the mob. He said he did not see Munyaburanga kill anyone.

The indictment lists Musabyimana as part of a group that included Munyaburanga who are alleged to have
killed civilians “with traditional weapons” at the roadblock, and travelled to villages “to hunt down and kill
Tutsi”.

According to Rwanda’s National Public Prosecution Authority (NPPA), Munyaburanga was found to have
committed serious crimes by the country’s gacaca courts – a community-level transitional justice system in
which there were neither defence nor prosecution lawyers – in 2008. He was sentenced, in absentia, to life
imprisonment. The NPPA alleges he escaped prison during his trial and fled the country.

There is no record of a person under the name of Celestin Munyaburanga ever entering Australia, but the
Rwandan government claims he was in Canberra in 2017 and believes he is still in the country.

Members of Munyaburanga’s family live in Brisbane. They are not named in the indictment and are not
accused of wrongdoing. A family member told the Guardian/Four Corners that Munyaburanga was
innocent, but that they have not spoken to him for many years and do not know where he is, saying only he
is “somewhere in Africa”.

The Guardian/Four Corners made repeated efforts to find and contact Celestin Munyaburanga but have
received no response.

Transitional justice Froduald Rukeshangabo, now a driving instructor in Brisbane, was tried in absentia
and without legal representation in 2007 by the local gacaca community court, and found to have
participated in the genocide. He was sentenced to 30 years in prison.

Multiple sources in Rubona (now Kibungo), the sector in Rwanda’s east where Rukeshangabo was
education inspector, alleged to the Guardian/Four Corners that he attended a meeting on 7 April 1994 –
the first day of the genocide – where Hutu men of the area were divided into groups, before fanning out
across villages searching for Tutsi.

The secretary of the gacaca court that sentenced Rukeshangabo alleged that multiple witnesses – including
around 10 perpetrators and three survivors – gave testimony claiming that Rukeshangabo participated in
mob attacks across the sector in which Tutsi were killed.

The Guardian/Four Corners has obtained two pages of records – detailing Rukeshangabo’s sentence and
the findings from the gacaca court archives in Kigali. He is accused in these pages of being involved in mob
attacks that killed 10 victims.

In November 2007, according to the records, the judging panel of the gacaca court found Rukeshangabo
guilty of breaching Rwandan laws on genocide, finding that he was “well-known for murder, dragging
corpses and burning them”.

Rwanda’s gacaca courts were a transitional justice mechanism established to try the vast number of alleged
genocidaires overwhelming Rwanda’s jails and its national court system. Over a decade, more than 12,000
of the community courts – often held under trees, in marketplaces or public squares – tried more than one
million cases.

The courts have faced external criticism over perceived failures in trial procedures, including use of hearsay
evidence, lack of legal representation, use of lay judges and potential government interference. Other
independent international observers have described testimony provided in gacaca as “robust” and fair form
of public accountability, vital to Rwanda’s recovery and reconciliation from the genocide.

Australia has ‘an international duty’ Alphonse Hategekimana – who served four years in prison for
participating in the genocide – says that on the second day of the genocide, he was part of a mob that he
alleges included Rukeshangabo who scoured the district for men they believed to be Tutsi rebel spies.

He alleges Rukeshangabo ordered him to beat a Tutsi man named Bizimungu.

“Rukeshangabo told me to beat him, and I beat him. I beat him three times with a stick, and Rukeshangabo
said that that was not enough.”

Hategekimana alleges Rukeshangabo then “hit him with the stick and he fell down”. He claims that a
different member of the mob then continued to beat Bizimungu to death.

Hategekimana alleged that Rukeshangabo was one of those who led a mob attack that killed two other
Tutsi men, a father and son named Deo and Gilbert, on the same day. The deaths of Deo and Gilbert are
among those alleged against Rukeshangabo in his gacaca court documents which the Guardian/Four
Corners has also obtained. The documents do not mention Rukeshangabo being a leader of the attacks.

In 2009, Rukeshangabo was granted a humanitarian visa by Australia after a referral from the UNHCR,
and migrated from east Africa. It is not known on what basis that visa was granted despite questions put to
the home affairs department. He became an Australian citizen in 2014.

Rukeshangabo, whose first name is also spelled Froduard or Frodouard in some documents, told the
Guardian/Four Corners he was the victim of “false allegations and smear campaigns”. He did not respond
to specific questions about the allegations or to the gacaca court findings, and declined an interview. Others
in the Rwandan diaspora say the allegations are politically motivated.

Rwanda experts told the Guardian/Four Corners that extradition is the best response in cases like
Rukeshangabo’s and Munyaburungas’s if there is sufficient evidence to suggest a trial is necessary. But they
warn, too, that evidence from Rwanda’s gacaca system should be treated with caution, and that some
alleged perpetrators who fled the country might be innocent and should have the chance to defend the
allegations made against them in court.

The Rwandan government says it wants Munyaburanga and Rukeshangabo extradited to face fresh trials,
or to be prosecuted in Australia. The 2017 indictment seeking Munyaburanga’s arrest remains current and
Rwanda’s NPPA sent an indictment for Rukeshangabo’s arrest last month. The Guardian/Four Corners
have not seen a copy of the indictment despite repeated requests of the Australian government.

The head of Rwanda’s Genocide Fugitive Tracking Unit, John Bosco Siboyintore, told the Guardian/Four
Corners that Australia had “an international duty to either prosecute or extradite” the two men.

“We invite the Australian police together with the prosecution to come to Rwanda… that’s where witnesses
will be found,” he said.

Australia does not have an extradition treaty with Rwanda and has never extradited anybody there. It has
never convicted a person of genocide.

Rwanda’s ongoing efforts to seek justice internationally have also been compromised by its controversial
domestic politics.

The Rwandan Patriotic Front rules Rwanda as a de facto one-party state: its control of the country is
authoritarian and repressive. President Paul Kagame won 98.79% of the vote in the last presidential
election. According to Human Rights Watch his government manipulates elections by arresting or
assassinating critics and obstructing opposition parties, and polls are marred by allegations of voter
intimidation and electoral fraud. External political dissent is silenced through a vast network of spies and
acts of violence.

Kagame’s government has also been accused of politicising the genocide, and allegations of genocide are
also weaponised against political opponents and dissidents.

The Guardian/Four Corners has identified two cases where specific allegations of genocide were made
against Rwandan nationals overseas, that were found, after foreign investigations, to be unsubstantiated.
Those were cases alleged against national-level political figures.

Rwanda’s small Australian diaspora is deeply divided. During interviews with community members, some
have said that the allegations against Rukeshangabo are politically motivated, or, at least, have been raised
by the Rwandan government now as a way to silence dissent.

A spokesperson for the attorney general said the Australian government did not comment on extradition
matters until a person was brought before a court, but that “the Australian government is committed to
tackling serious international crimes, and takes allegations of genocide very seriously”.

“The Australian federal police works closely with foreign law enforcement agencies, international bodies
and mechanisms who prosecute international crimes to ensure perpetrators are held to account.”

A spokesperson for the home affairs minister said: “As is longstanding practice, we do not comment on
individual cases.”

Switzerland Launches Inquiry into Félicien Kabuga's Non-Arrest Amid 1994
Rwandan Genocide Accusations (BNN) February 27, 2024

Switzerland has initiated an inquiry into the circumstances
surrounding Félicien Kabuga's non-arrest on its soil, despite serious
accusations against him relating to the 1994 Rwandan genocide. This
move comes after a postulate by Green Party member Christine
Badertscher, highlighting the ongoing relevance of the Kabuga case in
Rwanda. Kabuga, who is alleged to have been a significant financier
and instigator of the genocide, managed to avoid arrest for 25 years
until his capture in Paris in 2020. Recent developments have seen a
UN tribunal in The Hague declare the now 90-year-old Kabuga unfit
for trial due to dementia. He faces charges of financing and arming
Hutu militias and founding media outlets that incited the massacre of
the Tutsi minority, all of which he denies.

Historical Context and Inquiry Justification In 1994, as Rwanda was engulfed in a devastating genocide,
Félicien Kabuga allegedly played a pivotal role in financing and inciting the mass killings. After arriving in
Switzerland the same year, instead of being arrested, Kabuga was deported due to the legal and factual
situation at the time, according to the Federal Council. The Council's recent response to Badertscher's
interpellation acknowledges the need for a detailed historical review, supporting the motion for
reappraisal. This inquiry aims to shed light on Switzerland's role and decision-making processes regarding
Kabuga's presence within its borders during a critical period.

Implications of Kabuga's Arrest and Trial Proceedings Félicien Kabuga's arrest in Paris in 2020 marked the
end of a 25-year manhunt, reigniting discussions about accountability and justice for the Rwandan
genocide. His subsequent declaration of unfitness to stand trial by a UN tribunal in The Hague due to
dementia adds a complex layer to the legal and moral narrative surrounding the case. Kabuga's charges of
financing violence and inciting hate through media outlets he established are grave, reflecting the
significant role he allegedly played in the genocide. The tribunal's decision underscores the challenges of
ensuring justice in cases involving aging suspects and the passage of time.

Switzerland's Role and International Justice The Federal Council's decision to commission a report on
Switzerland's involvement in the Kabuga case represents a critical step towards understanding and
acknowledging the country's role in international justice efforts. As global attention remains focused on the
pursuit of justice for the victims of the Rwandan genocide, Switzerland's inquiry into its own actions and
decisions will contribute to a broader discourse on accountability and the international community's
responsibility in apprehending accused war criminals. This examination may prompt other nations to
reflect on their roles in similar historical contexts, potentially influencing future policies on international
cooperation and criminal justice.

The initiation of this inquiry not only revisits a pivotal moment in history but also emphasizes the
importance of accountability and the pursuit of justice, regardless of the time elapsed. As Switzerland
delves into its past actions and decisions concerning Félicien Kabuga, the world watches, reminded of the
enduring impact of the Rwandan genocide and the continuous quest for reconciliation and justice for its
victims.

Congolese Refugees Demonstrate Against Continued Persecution By DRC
Government (KT Press) By Daniel Sabiiti
March 4, 2024

Congolese refugees living in Rwanda have protested against the
ongoing discrimination of Kinyarwanda speaking communities in their
home country.

The peaceful protests which kicked off this March 4 will run through March 11, 2024 and will take place
across various refugee camps in Rwanda.

Today protesters from Kiziba refugee camp in Karongi district and those from Nkamira transit centre from
Rubavu district took up to street with placards expressing their grievances.

They said they denounce the “Genocide being perpetrated by the Democratic Republic of Congo(DRC)
against the Tutsi of North Kivu, Banyamulenge of South Kivu and Bahema of Ituri”

A mother of four from Nkamira who fled her country from Rutshuru region in 2023 after her husband was
attacked and kidnapped by the Congolese rebel forces (FDLR and Wazalendo) is one of the refugees who
shared her particular story.

She said that the Congolese army and their allies who include the so called Force Democratique pour la
Liberation du Rwanda(FDLR), a terror organisation which perpetrated the Genocide against Tutsi in
Rwanda entered her house saying that they were looking for the enemy. They started beating her husband,
accusing him of being a Tutsi.

“They masked his face and kidnapped him. We never saw him ever since,” the lady said.

Persistent attacks and harassment from the Wazalendo forced the lady to escape with her children to
Rwanda, where she finds a peace of mind though she still struggles with demand for food and nutrition as a
refugee in Nkamira transit camp.

Some of the refugees told Kigali Today that the genocide against Tutsi which happened in Rwanda in 1994,
was stopped but it continued into the DRC, where the Tutsi are killed systematically and see their
properties looted yet DRC government and the international community does nothing about it.

The refugees denounced the current alleged genocide against Tutsi in DRC and called on both the
Kinshasha government and international community to act immediately.

Similar protests will be held in other Congolese refugee camps such as Mahama in Kirehe district and
Nyabiheke in Gatsibo district (March 6); Kigeme and Mugombwa camps in Nyamagabe (March 7 and 8
respectively).

The protests will close on March 11, with protesters submitting their petition papers to selected embassies
in Kigali.

Refugee Status: As of end of September 2023, Rwanda hosted 135,733 refugees, asylum seekers, and other
displaced populations. The majority, 84,867 (62.5%) come from the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC), 50,146 (36.9%) from Burundi, 587 (0.4%) are hosted at the Emergency Transit Mechanism (ETM)
and 133 (0.1%) refugees and asylum seekers from other nationalities. Approximately, 94% of these
individuals reside in camps, with the remaining 6% living in urban areas.

Rwanda has also experienced an influx of new asylum seekers due to increased instability in the Eastern
DRC since November 2022, with approximately 12,684 recorded as of the end of September 2023 with
numbers anticipated to grow in the next year.

Rwanda’ s policies provide for refugee inclusion into national services such as education, health, socio-
economic and financial services (including access to investment & bank accounts) as outlined in Article 18
of the Law n°13ter/ 2014 of 21/05/2014. This law ensures that refugees enjoy the rights provided for by
international refugee instruments.

Refugees have access to civil registration and documentation, including Proof of Registration (PoR), birth
and marriage certificates, and refugee IDs issued by the Government of Rwanda for those above 16 years
old. All new arrivals/asylum seekers in Rwanda, undergo individual Refugee Status Determination (RSD)
by the Refugee Status Determination Committee (RSDC).

UNHCR provides shelter and communal services as a core life-saving activity to all refugees living in camps
in Rwanda. Due to environmental degradation, including landslides and giant ravines caused by soil
erosion and lack of proper drainage facilities in the camps, families in high-risk zones of landslides
continue to be relocated into new shelters or to the other camps.

Somalia
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Decades on, Serbia struggles to prosecute Yugoslav war crimes (France24) February
27, 2024

It was one of an untold number of atrocities in the bloody wars that
broke up Yugoslavia -- and justice in many such cases is painfully
slow.

In the Serbian capital Belgrade, the trial of those accused of carrying out the Strpci massacre is still going
on, with the suspects free.

"It is unforgivable that 30 years after the kidnapping and murder of 20 civilians in Strpci, the Serbian
judicial authorities are incapable of conducting the trials in a professional manner and rendering a verdict,"
said the Balkans-based Humanitarian Law Center.

An estimated 130,000 people were killed in the wars that tore the former Yugoslavia apart in the 1990s.

In the decades since, several leading figures from the fighting -- including Bosnia Serb commander Ratko
Mladic -- have been prosecuted at an international tribunal in The Hague. Scores more have been tried by
local courts across the Balkans.

But in Serbia, convicted war criminals released from prison have been celebrated by top state officials and
hailed in pro-government media.

Others have resumed their political careers or written works of revisionist history distributed by state-run
publishers.

Stop-start Serbian trials

In the Strpci case, four former members of the Avengers, a paramilitary group linked with the Bosnian Serb
army, got prison sentences ranging between five and 10 years after an initial trial that ended in February
2022.

But just a year later the verdict was overturned. A new trial opened in January.

The start-stop nature of the proceedings has angered advocacy groups that push for justice in war crimes
trials.

According to the indictment, a special armed group was formed in Visegrad, Bosnia in February 1993 and
tasked with kidnapping non-Serb passengers from the train connecting Belgrade to Bar in Montenegro.

The four accused in the trial -- Gojko Lukic, Dusko Vasiljevic, Jovan Lipovac and Dragana Djekic -- are
suspected of kidnapping the passengers in Strpci and handing them to their killers.

The executioners have never been identified and no investigation has ever been opened into who
masterminded the massacre.

Just four of the victims' bodies have been recovered, roughly 70 kilometres (43 miles) from the scene of the
kidnapping along the shores of Lake Perucac.

Milan Lukic -- a prominent Serb paramilitary commander linked to the Avengers -- was sentenced to life
imprisonment by the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia for crimes against
humanity.

But he was never convicted of having a role in the Strpci killings.

Convictions outside Serbia

While Serbia has been accused of dragging its heels in war crimes cases, other countries in the region have
shown greater initiative in tackling the issue, including the prosecutions of Serb paramilitary members.

A court in Montenegro convicted Nebojsa Ranisavljevic in 2004 and sentenced him to 15 years in prison for
his role in the Strpci kidnappings.

And in neighbouring Bosnia, seven former members of the Avengers were sentenced in August 2023 to 13
years in prison each for their part in the crime.

"The sentences should certainly have been more severe. But they show to a certain extent the willingness of
society in Bosnia-Herzegovina to try war criminals," Edvin Kanka Cudic, a war crimes specialist for the
Bosnia-based Association for Social Research and Communication, told AFP.

"Unfortunately, the same cannot be said for Serbia, since the trials, like that of Strpci, also last a long time."

Serbia Urged to Investigate Belgrade Councillor for Bosnian War Crimes (Balkan
Transitional Justice) By Milica Stojanovic
February 28, 2024

Svetozar Andric, a member of the outgoing Belgrade City Council and
former Serbian MP, “participated in the expulsion of the non-Serb
population” from part of Bosnia and Herzegovina during the 1992-95
war, the Humanitarian Law Centre, HLC alleges in a new report
published on Wednesday.

During the war, Andric was commander of the Bosnian Serb Army’s Birac Brigade and later the chief of
staff of the Drina Corps. He became a Belgrade councillor in 2022 with the backing of the ruling Serbian
Progressive Party. He has previously denied any wrongdoing.

HLC programme coordinator Jovana Kolaric said that 18 years have pass since the NGO first called on
Serbia’s War Crimes Prosecutor’s Office to investigate Andric.

“For 18 years, the Humanitarian Law Centre and many others have been demanding that the prosecution
take some measures regards this, but we have haven’t achieved anything, so for this reason we have
decided to consolidate all the collected evidence and offer it to the public as a resource, so that they can see
what happened,” Kolaric said at the presentation of the report in Belgrade.

The report mainly focuses on 1992 and crimes committed in the Birac Brigade’s area of responsibility, as
well as on July 1995 and crimes committed as part of the Srebrenica genocide, when Andric was a senior
officer with the Drina Corps.

The report claims that based on data from the Hague Tribunal, “from mid-May 1992, the Birac Brigade
under the command of Major Svetozar Andric participated in armed attacks and the expulsion of the non-
Serb population from the Birac region”. The brigade’s zone of responsibility at the time was Zvornik,
Vlasenica, Bratunac and the surrounding area.

“Due to the attack, the population was forced to flee to the territory under the control of the Army of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, while part of it was deported to Serbia, and then further to Hungary and other
countries,” the report says.

It adds that most of the people taken prisoner in the Birac Brigade’s zone of responsibility were held at the
Susica detention camp in Vlasenica. According to the HLC, Andric ordered the establishment of the camp
on May 31, 1992. It remained open until September 30 and in those four months, between 2,000 and 2,500
people were detained there.

“Detainees were abused and mistreated every day, and several detainees died as a result of beatings, [and]
as well as [them] dozens of prisoners were shot inside or in the immediate vicinity of the camp,” said the
report’s author, Katarina Maruna.

The report says that prisoners were tortured, beaten into unconsciousness and that women held at the
camp were sexually abused. Dozens did not survive.

One of prisoners who died at the camp was Edin Salaharevic, then a junior Yugoslav basketball player.

“We arrived at the front of the prison camp, [and they] separated my brother and father from us
immediately, with guns,” Salaharevic’s brother Nedim, who was a child at the time, recalled at the launch of
the report. He identified his brother and father’s remains years afterwards.

The report alleges that as commander of the Birac Brigade, Andric also “actively participated in the
preparation and implementation of the attack on Srebrenica” in 1995.

“From July 9, 1995, Andric took command of the Birac Brigade’s combat group and was among the first to
enter the enclave of Srebrenica,” it says.

On July 13, 1995, while the operation to seize Srebrenica was still ongoing, Andric was appointed as the
Drina Corps’ chief of staff and deputy commander.

From July 13 to 16, Drina Corps members participated in at least six mass executions of Bosniak men and
boys, which together with other crimes constitute the Srebrenica genocide.

BIRN tried to contact Andric via Belgrade City Council’s email address, but received no response by the
time of publication.

Andric denied committing the alleged crimes when he testified at the trial of former Bosnian Serb military
chief Ratko Mladic in The Hague in 2015.

Andric was elected to Belgrade City Council in August 2022. Previously, he was a Serbian MP from August
2020 until April 2022.

Before becoming an MP, he was deputy leader of the New Belgrade municipal council.

Bosnia Convicts Serb Ex-Fighter of Raping Woman Prisoner (Detektor) By Emina
Dizdarević Tahmiščija
February 29, 2024

The Bosnian state court found Rade Grujic guilty on Thursday of
raping a Bosniak woman in the village of Liplje while he was a
member of the Snagovo Company of the Zvornik Territorial Defence
force and sentenced him to six years in prison.

The first-instance verdict said that from late May to early June 1992, a large number of civilians were
unlawfully detained in houses in Liplje by members of the White Eagles paramilitary unit and the Snagovo
Company, and physically and mentally abused. Several women were raped.

Presiding judge Tanja Curovic said the court determined beyond reasonable doubt that Grujic committed a
crime against humanity.

Curovic said witnesses confirmed that Grujic was seen in the vicinity of the house, while the victim, who
testified as a protected witness codenamed A-3, recognised him.

“The chamber has determined, beyond reasonable doubt, that on an undetermined date, after having been
forcibly brought to the house, A-3 was raped,” the judge said.

“She gave a detailed description of having been raped multiple times, saying that the defendant raped her
once. The chamber considered her testimony to be convincing, clear and unambiguous,” she added.

The judge mentioned the defence’s attempt to prove that the defendant had an alibi by saying he was in
Serbia at the time of the crime, but documentation showed that he only went to Serbia afterwards, in July.

When deciding on the sentence, the court assessed as mitigating circumstances the fact that the defendant
is a father of two and that he was 25 at the time of commission of the crime, as well as the fact that he has
no previous convictions.

As aggravating circumstances, the court took into account the cruelty of the crime and the psychological
consequences for the victim.

The court partially upheld a claim for damages filed by the victim, ordering Grujic to pay her 10,000
Bosnian marks (around 5,100 euros) once the verdict becomes final.

The court ruled that the fact that the victim was held captive at the house in Liplje “cannot be only the
defendant’s responsibility” and advised her to file a civil suit for the remaining part of her claim.

The verdict can be appealed.

Seven Bosnian Army Ex-Troops Convicted of Wartime Prisoner Abuse (Detektor) By
Emina Dizdarević Tahmiščija
March 4, 2024

The Bosnian state court in Sarajevo on Monday convicted Vahid
Bajraktarevic, Senad Salkic, Zijad Nanic, Esad Kudelic, Hasan Mustafic,
and Samir and Husein Isakovic of abusing detained civilians and
prisoners of war at an improvised detention facility located in the
former Radoc hotel in Buzim from November 1994 to August 1995.

Nanic was convicted of committing the crime as assistant commander for security of the 505th Buzim
Brigade of the Bosnian Army’s Fifth Corps, Kudelic as commander of the military police squad of the Buzim
Brigade’s command, and Bajraktarevic, Salkic, Mustafic and Samir and Husein Isakovic as members of the
brigade’s military police.

Bajraktarevic was sentenced to 12 years in prison, Salkic to eight years, Nanic and Kudelic each to five
years, Mustafic to three years and Samir and Husein Isakovic to a year and a half each. Another defendant,
Nedzad Bapic, was acquitted.

The military policemen were convicted of taking prisoners out of the improvised jail and seriously abusing
them by hitting with their fists and various other objects and kicking them. Some of the prisoners who were
beaten up were minors.

Salkic was also convicted of forcing prisoners to harm themselves on several occasions.

Nanic and Kudelic were found guilty of not preventing the military policemen from taking prisoners out of
the improvised prison every day to be beaten up.

Some of the prisoners who were assaulted were not given medical assistance and died of the injuries they
sustained.

“The existence of an improvised prison in Radoc hotel was undisputably established and so was the fact
that it was guarded by the military police of the 505th Buzim Brigade,” said presiding judge Darko
Samardzic.

“The chamber determined that the defendants treated the civilians in an inhumane manner on the basis of
witnesses who testified in a clear and unambiguous manner,” Samardzic added.

According to the Chamber, considering the positions they held, Nanic and Kudelic had an obligation and
duty towards their subordinates and civilians.

The crimes were committed against captured members of the Bosnian Serb Army and the National Defence
force of the unrecognised Autonomous Province of Western Bosnia wartime statelet, which waged a
separatist conflict against the Bosnian authorities in Sarajevo.

Mehmed Alesevic, a former military police officer with the Bosnian Army’s 505th Buzim Brigade, was
initially indicted in the case but the proceedings against him were separated from those against the others.

Alesevic was sentenced to five years in prison under a final verdict in November 2022.

Monday’s verdict was a first-instance judgment and can be appealed.

Court of BiH sentenced Seven Members of Army of RBiH for War Crimes
(SarajevoTimes) March 4, 2024

The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina handed down a first-instance
verdict in which seven former members of the RBiH Army were
sentenced to a total of 36 years in prison for war crimes against the
civilian population and prisoners of war in Bužim.

Vahid Bajrektarević was sentenced to 12 years in prison, Senad Salkić to eight, Zijad Nanić and Esad
Kudelić to five years each, Husan Mustafić to three, and Samir and Husein Isaković to one and a half years
in prison each. Nedžad Bapić was acquitted on all counts of the indictment, reports BIRN BiH.

They were found guilty of abusing civilians and prisoners of war in the improvised prison that was located
in the former hotel “Radoč” in Bužim from November 1994 to August 1995, namely Nanić in his capacity as
assistant commander for security of the 505th Bužim Brigade of the Fifth Corps of the ARBiH , Kudelić as
the commander of the Military Police platoon in the command of the 505th Bužim Brigade, and
Bajrektarević, Salkić, Mustafić, and Samir and Husein Isaković, as members of the Military Police of that
brigade.

Crimes were committed against captured members of the Army of the Republika Srpska and the National
Defense of the Autonomous Province of Western Bosnia (NOAPZB) and sympathizers of the NOAPZB.

Bajrektarević, who was the only one of the accused who did not appear at the sentencing, will have the time
spent in custody included in his sentence.

Prosecutor Vedrana Mijović, after the sentencing, requested that all convicted persons be banned from
traveling and leaving their place of residence. The presiding judge of the Judicial Council, Darko
Samardžić, said that the Court will subsequently make a decision on that proposal.

The trial in this case began on March 15, 2016.

Mehmed Alešević was accused with them, but the proceedings against him were separated, and in 2022 he
was sentenced to five years in prison.

This verdict can be appealed to the Appellate Division of the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Detektor
reports.

International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia

Turkey

Türkiye to make statement at ICJ on Israeli war crimes in Palestine (TRT World)
February 25, 2024

Türkiye will make an oral statement at the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) during a hearing on the legal consequences of Israeli
actions in occupied Palestinian land.

Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs has announced that Deputy Foreign Minister Ahmet Yildiz will make
the presentation at the ICJ on Monday.

Oncu Keceli, the Turkish Foreign Ministry spokesperson, said that UN General Assembly has requested an
opinion from the ICJ regarding the legal consequences of Israel's occupation of Palestinian territories and
its actions to change the population structure and status of the occupied East Jerusalem.

He said that 57 countries and international organisations, including Türkiye, have actively submitted
written contributions to the ICJ.

“At the end of this process, legal findings regarding the oppression of Palestinians will be presented,” Oncu
Keceli, the Turkish Foreign Ministry spokesperson, said on X on Sunday.

"An uncertain path”

Turkish Parliament Speaker Numan Kurtulmus stressed on Sunday that the threat to Palestinians taking
shelter at the Rafah Border Gate puts Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu on an uncertain path.

Kurtulmus said that Netanyahu and his team should be isolated internationally due to their brutal military
attacks against Palestinians on Gaza, and he sees the trial at the ICJ as an opportunity that could serve this
purpose.

He expressed hope that the trials at the ICJ will lead to a road, where “Netanyahu and war criminal top
executives such as (former political leader of Bosnia's Serbs Radovan) Karadzic and (former Serb
commander) Ratko Mladic are destined to be held accountable and punished at the international war
crimes court as well.”

“Israel's massacres, which have reached such a grave, brutal and genocidal dimension without even the
slightest humanitarian characteristic, by trampling on all international law, are now seen by all countries of
the world,” he decried.

Even the countries that want to support Israel can no longer express their words as strongly as before,
Kurtulmus stressed, noting: "I personally believe that with South Africa's application to the International
Court of Justice in The Hague and the favorable announcement of the interim decision there, a new era has
begun for the Palestinian cause."

Forthcoming International Court of Justice (ICJ) Session

A total of 52 countries, including Türkiye and three international organisations, will deliver oral statements
at the International Court of Justice (ICJ) during a hearing on Monday. The hearing will focus on the legal
consequences of Israel's actions in the occupied Palestinian territories, as announced by the top UN court.
Top of Form Türkiye's statement is set for midday Monday, February 26.

The primary duties of the ICJ include resolving legal disputes between states in line with international law
and providing advisory opinions on legal issues referred to.

The UN court, at the request of the UN General Assembly, will issue a non-binding advisory opinion on the
legal consequences of Israel's policies and acts in occupied Palestine on this issue.

The public hearings of the court at the Hague Peace Palace will be broadcast live. This is the first time such
a large number of states made written and oral statements to an advisory opinion before the court, while
Israel, which made written statements, did not take part in the oral hearings.

Turkiye hopes Israel’s Netanyahu is brought before ICC for war crimes (Middle East
Monitor) February 26, 2024

Turkish Parliament Speaker Numan Kurtulmus has expressed hope
that the trials at the International Criminal Court (ICC) will lead to
bringing Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu before the court
for war crimes Israel is committing against Palestinians in the
besieged Gaza Strip, Anadolu Agency reported.
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besieged Gaza Strip, Anadolu Agency reported.

“We hope that Netanyahu and war criminal top executives such as Radovan Karadzic (former political
leader of Bosnia’s Serbs) and Ratko Mladic (former Serb commander) are destined to be held accountable
and punished at the international war crimes court as well,” Kurtulmus told press members on his return
from Azerbaijan, where he participated in the 14th Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly
(APA).

“Here, what we expect from the countries that have supported Israel until now is that they should no longer
give this support. Because not only Netanyahu and his regime will collapse, but also the countries that
support him will be affected,” Kurtulmus urged.

Kurtulmus believes that the Palestinian cause had entered a new era with South Africa’s filing before the
ICC and its issuance of provisional measures against Israel.

The Parliament speaker continued: “The brutal massacre in which Netanyahu and his gang shoot and kill
even sheep walking on the road has reached a point that no one can defend,” noting that more than 30,000
Palestinian civilians have been killed in Gaza since October, 75 per cent being women and children.

“It is obvious that the threat of ‘We will kill them too, we will not leave them alive,’ especially against those
who have taken refuge at the Rafah Border Crossing in Gaza, has put Netanyahu on an endless path,”
Kurtulmus warned, “and now there is no turning back for him either.”

Since October, Israel has been waging a devastating war against the besieged Gaza Strip, which led to the
killing of 29,514 people and wounding of 69,616 others, in addition to the displacement of more than 85
per cent (about 1.9 million people) of the Strip’s population, according to Palestinian and United Nations
figures.

Syria: Abuses, Impunity in Turkish-Occupied Territories (Human Rights Watch)
February 29, 2024

Türkiye bears responsibility for the serious abuses and potential war
crimes committed by members of its own forces and local armed
groups it supports in Turkish-occupied territories of northern Syria.

Turkish officials are not merely bystanders to abuses, but bear responsibility as the occupying power and,
in some cases, have been directly involved in apparent war crimes in what it calls a “safe zone.”

Türkiye is obliged to restore public order and safety, protect inhabitants, hold those responsible for abuses
accountable, provide reparations, and guarantee the rights of property owners and returnees.

Türkiye bears responsibility for the serious abuses and potential war crimes committed by members of its
own forces and local armed groups it supports in Turkish-occupied territories of northern Syria, Human
Rights Watch said in a report released today. Kurdish residents have borne the brunt of the abuses due to
their perceived ties to Kurdish-led forces that control vast swathes of northeast Syria.

The 74-page report, “Everything is by the Power of the Weapon: Abuses and Impunity in Turkish-Occupied
Northern Syria,” documents abductions, arbitrary arrests, unlawful detention, sexual violence, and torture
by the various factions of a loose coalition of armed groups, the Türkiye-backed Syrian National Army
(SNA), as well as the Military Police, a force established by the Syrian Interim Government (SIG) and
Turkish authorities in 2018, ostensibly to curb abuses. Human Rights Watch also found that Turkish
Armed Forces and intelligence agencies were involved in carrying out and overseeing abuses. Human
Rights Watch also documented violations of housing, land, and property rights, including widespread
looting and pillaging as well as property seizures and extortion, and the failure of attempted accountability
measures to curb abuses or to provide restitution to victims.

“Ongoing abuses including torture and enforced disappearances of those who live under Turkish authority
in northern Syria will continue unless Türkiye itself takes responsibility and acts to stop them,” said Adam
Coogle, deputy Middle East director at Human Rights Watch. “Turkish officials are not merely bystanders
to abuses, but bear responsibility as the occupying power, and in some cases have been directly involved in
apparent war crimes.”

Human Rights Watch interviewed 58 former detainees, survivors of sexual violence, relatives, and
witnesses of violations, as well as representatives of nongovernmental organizations, journalists, activists,
and researchers. Human Rights Watch researchers also spoke to an informed source who directly engages
with the Military Police, and a Syrian source previously close to Turkish intelligence officials who had
access to and oversight of various factions’ conduct in Afrin between July 2019 and June 2020, and who
has since left Syria.

Türkiye’s military operations in northern Syria since 2016 resulted in its control of the predominantly Arab
region north of Aleppo that includes Azaz, al-Bab, and Jarablus, the previously Kurdish-majority Afrin, and
a narrow strip of land along Syria’s northern border between the ethnically diverse towns of Tel Abyad and
Ras al-Ain.

Through its armed forces and its intelligence agencies, Türkiye exerts control and directly oversees the
Syrian National Army, providing it with weapons, salaries, training, and logistical support. Türkiye also
exercises administrative control over occupied regions via governorates in provinces of Türkiye bordering
Syria.

The Turkish government has declared its intention to establish “safe zones” in the areas under its
occupation, contending that the Kurdish-led forces in northeast Syria are affiliates of the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK), which Türkiye, the United States, and the European Union regard as a terrorist
group, and with which Türkiye has been engaged in a decades long conflict. The Turkish government also
sees the “safe zones” as facilitating the return of Syrian refugees from Türkiye.

However, Türkiye has failed to ensure the safety and well-being of the civilian population, and life for the
1.4 million residents of the region is marked by lawlessness and insecurity. “Everything is by the power of
the weapon,” said one former resident who lived under SNA rule for just under three years.

SNA factions and the Military Police have arbitrarily arrested and detained, forcibly disappeared, tortured
and otherwise ill-treated, and subjected to unfair military trials scores of people with impunity. Kurdish
women detainees have reported sexual violence, including rape. Children as young as six months old have
been detained alongside their mothers.

In cases documented by Human Rights Watch, the UN Commission of Inquiry, and other human rights
organizations, Kurds have overwhelmingly borne the brunt of these abuses. Arabs and others perceived to
have close ties with Syrian Democratic Forces have also been targeted.

Factions of the Turkish-backed Syrian National Army and Military Police committed abuses in detention
centers where Turkish military and intelligence officials were sometimes present, according to former
detainees, who also said Turkish officials were sometimes directly involved in their torture and ill
treatment.

Human Rights Watch interviewed 36 people who experienced housing, land, and property rights violations.

Since Türkiye's Operation Olive Branch in Afrin in 2018 and Operation Peace Spring in the Tel Abyad –
Ras al-Ain strip in 2019, hundreds of thousands of residents in the area have been displaced from their
homes. Subsequently, SNA factions engaged in widespread looting, pillaging, and seizure of properties. The
majority of those affected remain without proper restitution or compensation. “The hardest thing for me
was standing in front of my house and not being able to enter it,” said a displaced Yezidi man from Ras al-
Ain. The cycle of looting, pillaging, and property seizures persists, leaving those who challenge these
actions vulnerable to arbitrary arrest, detention, torture, kidnapping, and enforced disappearance.

Accountability for serious human rights abuses and possible war crimes in Turkish-occupied territories
remains elusive. Human Rights Watch investigated the cases of four high-ranking people alleged to be
involved in serious abuses. None have been prosecuted, and three currently hold high-ranking positions
within the SNA structure, according to informed sources.

Neither the SNA's military courts, lacking independence, nor Türkiye, as the occupying power and primary
backer of the SNA, have adequately addressed the serious crimes by those in power in Turkish-occupied
territories. Human Rights Watch attempted to engage Türkiye in dialogue on these matters and shared
detailed research findings in a letter sent twice by email to Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan on November 21,
2023 and on January 4, 2024, but the letterhas been met with silence. A letter to the SIG Defense Ministry
on November 20, 2023 and January 8, 2024, inquiring among other things about any judicial proceedings
related to four publicly reported deaths in detention, has also received no reply.

Türkiye is obliged to ensure its forces strictly observe international human rights and international
humanitarian law, including the law governing its duties as the occupying power and the de facto
government in these areas of northern Syria. This includes restoring and maintaining public order and
safety in territories it occupies, protecting inhabitants from violence, holding those responsible for abuses
accountable, providing reparations for all victims of serious human rights abuses at the hands of its forces
and local forces it controls, and guaranteeing the rights of property owners and returnees, including
compensating them for the unlawful confiscation and use of their property and any damage caused.
Türkiye and the Syrian Interim Government should grant independent investigative bodies immediate and
unhindered access to territories under their control.

Turkey bears responsibility for possible war crimes in Syria, Human Rights Watch
says (AP News) By Bassem Mroue
February 29, 2024

Human Rights Watch said on Thursday that Turkey bears
responsibility for some of the abuses and possible war crimes
committed in Syria, mostly against Kurdish residents in northern
Syria.

Turkish officials are not merely bystanders to abuses, but bear responsibility as the occupying power and,
in some cases, have been directly involved in apparent war crimes in what it calls a “safe zone.”

Türkiye is obliged to restore public order and safety, protect inhabitants, hold those responsible for abuses
accountable, provide reparations, and guarantee the rights of property owners and returnees.

Türkiye bears responsibility for the serious abuses and potential war crimes committed by members of its
own forces and local armed groups it supports in Turkish-occupied territories of northern Syria, Human
Rights Watch said in a report released today. Kurdish residents have borne the brunt of the abuses due to
their perceived ties to Kurdish-led forces that control vast swathes of northeast Syria.

The 74-page report, “Everything is by the Power of the Weapon: Abuses and Impunity in Turkish-Occupied
Northern Syria,” documents abductions, arbitrary arrests, unlawful detention, sexual violence, and torture
by the various factions of a loose coalition of armed groups, the Türkiye-backed Syrian National Army
(SNA), as well as the Military Police, a force established by the Syrian Interim Government (SIG) and
Turkish authorities in 2018, ostensibly to curb abuses. Human Rights Watch also found that Turkish
Armed Forces and intelligence agencies were involved in carrying out and overseeing abuses. Human
Rights Watch also documented violations of housing, land, and property rights, including widespread
looting and pillaging as well as property seizures and extortion, and the failure of attempted accountability
measures to curb abuses or to provide restitution to victims.

“Ongoing abuses including torture and enforced disappearances of those who live under Turkish authority
in northern Syria will continue unless Türkiye itself takes responsibility and acts to stop them,” said Adam
Coogle, deputy Middle East director at Human Rights Watch. “Turkish officials are not merely bystanders
to abuses, but bear responsibility as the occupying power, and in some cases have been directly involved in
apparent war crimes.”

Human Rights Watch interviewed 58 former detainees, survivors of sexual violence, relatives, and
witnesses of violations, as well as representatives of nongovernmental organizations, journalists, activists,
and researchers. Human Rights Watch researchers also spoke to an informed source who directly engages
with the Military Police, and a Syrian source previously close to Turkish intelligence officials who had
access to and oversight of various factions’ conduct in Afrin between July 2019 and June 2020, and who
has since left Syria.

Türkiye’s military operations in northern Syria since 2016 resulted in its control of the predominantly Arab
region north of Aleppo that includes Azaz, al-Bab, and Jarablus, the previously Kurdish-majority Afrin, and
a narrow strip of land along Syria’s northern border between the ethnically diverse towns of Tel Abyad and
Ras al-Ain.

Through its armed forces and its intelligence agencies, Türkiye exerts control and directly oversees the
Syrian National Army, providing it with weapons, salaries, training, and logistical support. Türkiye also
exercises administrative control over occupied regions via governorates in provinces of Türkiye bordering
Syria.

The Turkish government has declared its intention to establish “safe zones” in the areas under its
occupation, contending that the Kurdish-led forces in northeast Syria are affiliates of the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK), which Türkiye, the United States, and the European Union regard as a terrorist
group, and with which Türkiye has been engaged in a decades long conflict. The Turkish government also
sees the “safe zones” as facilitating the return of Syrian refugees from Türkiye.

However, Türkiye has failed to ensure the safety and well-being of the civilian population, and life for the
1.4 million residents of the region is marked by lawlessness and insecurity. “Everything is by the power of
the weapon,” said one former resident who lived under SNA rule for just under three years.

SNA factions and the Military Police have arbitrarily arrested and detained, forcibly disappeared, tortured
and otherwise ill-treated, and subjected to unfair military trials scores of people with impunity. Kurdish
women detainees have reported sexual violence, including rape. Children as young as six months old have
been detained alongside their mothers.

In cases documented by Human Rights Watch, the UN Commission of Inquiry, and other human rights
organizations, Kurds have overwhelmingly borne the brunt of these abuses. Arabs and others perceived to
have close ties with Syrian Democratic Forces have also been targeted.

Factions of the Turkish-backed Syrian National Army and Military Police committed abuses in detention
centers where Turkish military and intelligence officials were sometimes present, according to former
detainees, who also said Turkish officials were sometimes directly involved in their torture and ill
treatment.

Human Rights Watch interviewed 36 people who experienced housing, land, and property rights violations.

Since Türkiye's Operation Olive Branch in Afrin in 2018 and Operation Peace Spring in the Tel Abyad –
Ras al-Ain strip in 2019, hundreds of thousands of residents in the area have been displaced from their
homes. Subsequently, SNA factions engaged in widespread looting, pillaging, and seizure of properties. The
majority of those affected remain without proper restitution or compensation. “The hardest thing for me
was standing in front of my house and not being able to enter it,” said a displaced Yezidi man from Ras al-
Ain. The cycle of looting, pillaging, and property seizures persists, leaving those who challenge these
actions vulnerable to arbitrary arrest, detention, torture, kidnapping, and enforced disappearance.

Accountability for serious human rights abuses and possible war crimes in Turkish-occupied territories
remains elusive. Human Rights Watch investigated the cases of four high-ranking people alleged to be
involved in serious abuses. None have been prosecuted, and three currently hold high-ranking positions
within the SNA structure, according to informed sources.

Neither the SNA's military courts, lacking independence, nor Türkiye, as the occupying power and primary
backer of the SNA, have adequately addressed the serious crimes by those in power in Turkish-occupied
territories. Human Rights Watch attempted to engage Türkiye in dialogue on these matters and shared
detailed research findings in a letter sent twice by email to Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan on November 21,
2023 and on January 4, 2024, but the letterhas been met with silence. A letter to the SIG Defense Ministry
on November 20, 2023 and January 8, 2024, inquiring among other things about any judicial proceedings
related to four publicly reported deaths in detention, has also received no reply.

Türkiye is obliged to ensure its forces strictly observe international human rights and international
humanitarian law, including the law governing its duties as the occupying power and the de facto
government in these areas of northern Syria. This includes restoring and maintaining public order and
safety in territories it occupies, protecting inhabitants from violence, holding those responsible for abuses
accountable, providing reparations for all victims of serious human rights abuses at the hands of its forces
and local forces it controls, and guaranteeing the rights of property owners and returnees, including
compensating them for the unlawful confiscation and use of their property and any damage caused.
Türkiye and the Syrian Interim Government should grant independent investigative bodies immediate and
unhindered access to territories under their control.

“Turkey’s occupation of parts of northern Syria has facilitated a lawless climate of abuse and impunity – it’s
the furthest possible thing from a ‘safe zone,’” Coogle said.

Turkey rejects accusations by a human rights group that it committed abuses in
Syria (AP News) By Suzan Fraser
March 1, 2024

Turkey has rejected allegations by a human rights group that Turkey
bears responsibility for some of the abuses and possible war crimes
carried out mostly against Kurdish residents in northern Syria.

Human Rights Watch said in a 74-page report released on Thursday that the alleged abuses were
committed by Turkish forces and also by Ankara-backed armed factions in areas they control in northern
Syria.

A senior Turkish Foreign Ministry official denied the accusations on Friday, insisting that the report by the
New York-based watchdog “did not reflect the realities on the ground” and ignored Turkey’s security
concerns.

The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity in line with government protocol, also insisted that
Turkey fully respects “international humanitarian law.”

Since 2016, Turkey has launched three major operations inside Syria, targeting Syria’s main Kurdish
militia — the People’s Protection Units or YPG, a U.S.-backed faction that Turkey considers to be a terrorist
organization and an extension of the outlawed Kurdistan Workers Party, or PKK.

The PKK has waged a decades-long insurgency within Turkey. The conflict has killed tens of thousands of
people.

Azerbaijan

Ready to support Armenia and Azerbaijan in advancing the peace agenda: Elisabeth
Winkelmeier-Becker (ArmenPress) By Manvel Margaryan
February 27, 2024

The issues of people displaced from Nagorno Karabakh and the cases
of destruction of Armenian cultural heritage are of extreme concern
and cannot be justified in any way.

Elisabeth Winkelmeier-Becker, the chairperson of the Legal Affairs Committee of the German Bundestag,
stated this during a press conference at the German embassy in Armenia on Tuesday. She noted that it is
impossible to imagine similar violations of fundamental human rights in Germany and forced displacement
of any ethnic group.

Addressing the crimes committed by Azerbaijan in Nagorno-Karabakh in 2020 and thereafter,
Winkelmeier-Becker noted that the International Criminal Court should thoroughly examine all war crimes
committed in different parts of the world and make clear assessments and judgments about them,
especially since it has specific toolkit.

According to the German lawmaker, it also refers to the return of prisoners of war, which could be a key
point for promoting the peace process, as well as a good basis for reaching a positive milestone as a result
of the negotiations.

"We would be pleased if Germany contributes to establishing stability in the South Caucasus; therefore, we
are ready to support both sides in advancing the peace agenda and negotiations. At this stage of the peace
process, Germany should act as an honest partner and supporter between the conflicting parties, which is
in the interests of Armenia," said Chairperson of the Legal Affairs Committee of the German Bundestag.

The German lawmaker noted that the Minister of Justice of the Republic of Armenia had informed the
members of the German delegation that one of the important components for the Armenian side is the
process of demarcation and delineation between Armenia and Azerbaijan based on Soviet maps.

"We hope that they will serve as the basis for a long-term status quo within the framework of the future
agreement. The process of demarcation and delimitation is also at the center of attention of the EU civil
mission. We hope that Armenia and Azerbaijan will reach a stage where the internationally defined and
recognized territory of Armenia will no longer be subject to dispute and will be the basis for stable peace,"
said Winkelmeier-Becker.

Answering the question why Germany does not impose sanctions on Azerbaijan, the lawmaker noted that
sanctions, in general, have limited success and that the application of sanctions at this stage can hinder the
effective progress of the peace process.

Elisabeth Winkelmeier-Becker said that the German delegation had made a joint tour with the
representatives of the EU civil mission in Yeraskh and emphasized that the aim of the EU civilian mission
is to prevent possible border escalations and to help European partners with fact-finding activities.

Azerbaijan put nearly 300 people on Interpol's wanted list for Armenia's war
crimes (APA Group) By Abulfat Bakhshaliyev
March 5, 2024

The preliminary investigation of 104 criminal cases related to war
crimes committed by Armenia against Azerbaijan underwent this, this
was reflected in the report on the activity of the Cabinet of Ministers
of Azerbaijan in 2023, APA reports.

It was noted that in addition to the 57 criminal cases initiated and conducted on the criminal facts
committed by the Armed Forces of the Republic of Armenia against the Republic of Azerbaijan and its
citizens during the 44-day Patriotic War that began on September 27, 2020, the preliminary investigation
of 47 criminal cases, in general 104 criminal cases, which were initiated in connection with the actions
committed by the Armenian armed forces and others that continued by grossly violating the requirements
of the tripartite Declaration dated November 10, 2020, were continued

“Moreover, in 2023, Azerbaijan’s Military Prosecutor's Office carried out certain works in the field of
investigation of crimes against peace and humanity committed by Armenians. Thus, as of January 1, 2024,
40 of those who committed crimes against peace and humanity, as well as war crimes, in the relevant
criminal case, 40 in the Khojaly genocide, 12 in the Garadagli genocide, 18 in the Baganis-Ayrim genocide,
8 in the Meshali genocide, A total of 295, including 47 for the Karkijahan genocide, 34 for torture against
captured and hostages, 3 for terrorist crimes, 85 for other episodes, and 48 for banditry, intentional
homicide and other crimes under the category of general crimes. since it was proven that the person
committed the crimes provided for in articles 103, 107, 113, 115, 116, and others of the Criminal Code,
decisions were made regarding them to be involved as accused persons with those articles, preventive
measures of arrest were selected based on the court decisions, and appropriate measures were taken to
ensure their searches the documents were sent to the National Central Bureau of Interpol in the Republic
of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Internal Affairs. In addition, the process of finding and handing over the
remains of the missing persons during the First Karabakh War, as well as the search for mass graves in the
territories freed from occupation, has become intensive in 2023. As of January 1, 2024, the remains of at
least 531 people have been found,” says the reports.
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p align="left"> Russian air strikes in Syria kill at least 25 terrorists (Irish Examiner) By
Marzieh Rahmani
March 3, 2024

Rear Admiral Vadim Kulit, deputy head of the Russian Reconciliation
Center for Syria said that 25 armed terrorists were killed as Russian
bombers attacked the headquarters of the terrorist group in Qabasin
in Aleppo province.

Qabasin is a town located northeast of the city of Al-Bab in northern Syria.

A number of senior commanders of the terrorists, who were involved in the terrorist operations against the
Syrian army, were killed in this attack.

Earlier on Friday, the deputy head of the Russian Reconciliation Center for Syria said, "On February 29,
Russian aerospace forces struck terrorists’ base near the settlement of Qasih in the Idlib governorate. As a
result, militants sustained serious material damage and losses in manpower."

Yemen

Houthi missile hits ship in Gulf of Aden as Yemeni rebels continue attacks over
Israel-Hamas war (CBS News) February 22, 2024

A missile attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels set a ship ablaze in the Gulf
of Aden on Thursday, injuring one person, as Israel intercepted what
appeared to be another Houthi attack near the port city of Eilat,
authorities said. The attacks come as the Iran-backed rebels escalate
their assaults over Israel's war against Hamas in the Gaza Strip.

The attack Thursday in the Gulf of Aden saw the Houthis fire two anti-ship ballistic missiles from southern
Yemen into the Gulf, hitting the U.K.-owned cargo ship MV Islander, "causing one minor injury and
damage," the U.S. military's Central Command said in a statement.

The British military's United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations center said earlier that the strike caused
a fire on the ship, without elaborating. The Associated Press said the ship had been heading from Thailand
for Egypt, and previously sent out messages saying "SYRIAN CREW ON BOARD" potentially to avoid being
targeted by the Houthis.

Israel intercepts missile headed for Red Sea port

Sirens sounded early Thursday morning over Eilat, followed by videos posted online of what appeared to be
an interception in the sky overhead. The Israeli military later said the interception was carried out by its
Arrow missile defense system.

Israel did not identify what the fire was, nor where it came from. However, the Arrow system intercepts
long-range ballistic missiles with a warhead designed to destroy targets while they are in space.

The system "successfully intercepted a launch which was identified in the area of the Red Sea and was en
route to Israel," the Israeli military said. "The target did not cross into Israeli territory and did not pose a
threat to civilians."

The Houthis did not immediately claim either attack. They typically acknowledge assaults they conduct
hours afterward.

Eilat, on the Red Sea, is a key port city of Israel. On Oct. 31, Houthis first claimed a missile-and-drone
barrage targeting the city. The rebels have claimed other attacks targeting Eilat, which have caused no
damage in the city.

Since November, the rebels have repeatedly targeted ships in the Red Sea and surrounding waters over
Israel's war against Hamas. They have frequently targeted vessels with tenuous or no clear links to Israel,
imperiling shipping in a key route for trade among Asia, the Mideast and Europe. Those vessels have
included at least one with cargo for Iran, the Houthis' main benefactor.

Houthi attacks continue despite U.S.-led strikes in Yemen

Despite a month of U.S.-led airstrikes, Houthi rebels remain capable of launching significant attacks. This
week, they seriously damaged a ship in a crucial strait and shot down an American drone worth tens of
millions of dollars.

A U.S. defense official confirmed to CBS News that a Houthi surface to air missile downed a Reaper drone
on Saturday.

On Thursday, CENTCOM said U.S. aircraft and a coalition warship had shot down six Houthi explosive
drones over the Red Sea. It said the drones were identified "as likely targeting U.S. and coalition warships
and were an imminent threat."

Over the weekend, CENTCOM said it had also carried out a self-defense strike in Yemen against a Houthi
unmanned underwater vessel, the first time the U.S. has reported the Shiite Muslim rebels using an
underwater drone since attacks in the Red Sea region started in October.

The Houthis have vowed to continue their attacks until Israel stops its combat operations in the Gaza Strip,
which have enraged the wider Arab world and seen the Houthis gain international recognition.

On Wednesday, ships in the Red Sea off the Houthi-held port city of Hodeida in Yemen reported seeing an
explosion, though all vessels in the area were said to be safe, the UKTMO said. The UKMTO earlier
reported heavy drone activity in the area.

The U.S. State Department criticized "the reckless and indiscriminate attacks on civilian cargo ships by the
Houthis" that have delayed humanitarian aid including food and medicine bound for Ethiopia, Sudan and
Yemen. That includes the Sea Champion, a ship carrying corn and other aid to both Aden and Hodeida.

"Contrary to what the Houthis may attempt to claim, their attacks do nothing to help the Palestinians,"
State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller said in a statement. "Their actions are not bringing a
single morsel of assistance or food to the Palestinian people."

Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, deputy commander of CENTCOM, told "60 Minutes" that despite the ongoing
attacks in the vital shipping lanes, it's clear the U.S. military is degrading the Houthis' capability.

"Every single day they attempt to attack us, we're eliminating and disrupting them in ways that are
meaningful, and I do believe have an impact," he told Norah O'Donnell.

Cooper said he has an endgame in mind, which is "the restoration of the free flow of commerce and safe
navigation in the Southern Red Sea," but he didn't say when that could be expected.

Yemen targets American oil tanker in response to US-UK aggression (Islamic
Republic News Agency) February 25, 2024

CENTCOM said, in a statement, on Saturday night that a missile was
fired from Yemen and the target was most likely vessel TORM THOR, a
tanker under the flag of the United States, according to IRNA
correspondent in New York.

USS Mason, an Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer shot down the incoming missile with an anti-
ship ballistic missile, the statement said.

The Yemeni armed forces, in a statement, have also confirmed that they targeted the oil tanker with a
suitable number of missiles after American and British warplanes attacked Sana'a.

The statement added that an American warship in the Red Sea was also targeted with drones, emphasizing
that such attacks are in defense of the country but it was immediately not known if the warship sustained
any damage.

The Yemeni response came just hours after American and British warplanes once again targeted the Arab
country in the early hours of Sunday local time, media reports said

Smoke caused by explosions was seen in the sky of Sana'a but details of the attacks or possible casualties
and damage remained unclear.

Local media reported that attacks targeted several areas in the east of Sana'a, as well as some places in
Amran and Hudaydah provinces.

Meanwhile, the Pentagon announced that American and British forces, with the support of 6 other
countries, attacked 18 targets in eight places in Yemen.

Underground weapons storage facilities, missile storage facilities, drones, air defense systems, radars and a
helicopter were attacked, it said.

However, in the continuation of the latest statement from the Yemeni army, it is stated that the Arab
country and its people would fulfill their religious, moral and humanitarian duties toward the Palestinian
people and would continue their anti-Israel operations until the attacks on Gaza do not stop and the siege
of the Palestinian people continues.

Yemeni forces launched their operations against Israeli or Israeli-bound ships in the Red Sea but over the
past month, they have intensified attack on US and British ships in retaliation for the two countries’
aggression against Yemeni.

On Friday, American media quoted officials as saying that President Joe Biden's administration has faced
problems despite pressure and attacks on the Yemeni armed forces under the pretext of stopping their
attacks against ships in the Red Sea.

Houthis say they will introduce military 'surprises' in Red Sea (SaltWire) By Jana
Choukeir and Ahmed Elimam
February 29, 2024

Yemen's Houthis will introduce military "surprises" in their Red Sea
operations, the Iran-aligned group's leader Abdul Malik al-Houthi said
in a televised speech on Thursday.

"Our military operations will continue and advance and we have surprises that our enemies will not expect
at all," al-Houthi said.

Houthi militants have repeatedly launched drones and missiles against international commercial shipping
since mid-November, saying they are acting in solidarity with Palestinians against Israel's military actions
in Gaza.

Their Red Sea attacks have disrupted global shipping and forced firms to re-route to longer and more
expensive journeys around southern Africa and stoked fears that the Israel-Hamas war could spread to
destabilise the wider Middle East.

The United States and Britain began striking Houthi targets in Yemen last month in retaliation for the
attacks on Red Sea shipping.

MSC confirms container ship hit by missile off Yemen (Times of Malta) March 5, 2024

Global container shipping company MSC confirmed Tuesday one of its
vessels was hit by a missile off the coast of Yemen, in an attack
claimed by the country's Huthi rebels.

Since November, the Iran-backed rebels have fired drones and missiles at numerous ships in the Red Sea
area vital for world trade.

Geneva-based MSC said the Liberian-flagged container ship MSC Sky II was hit on Monday near Aden,
causing a fire which has now been extinguished. There were no injuries.

"During her passage from Singapore to Djibouti, MSC Sky II was hit by a missile on March 4 at around
1320 GMT, 85 miles (135 kilometres) southeast of Aden and 170 miles (275 km) east-southeast of the Bab-
al-Mandeb Strait," MSC said in a statement.

"The missile caused a small fire that has been extinguished while no crew were injured. She is currently
continuing her journey to Djibouti and will arrive today for further assessment."

The MSC Sky II is nearly 184 metres long and 30 metres wide.

The Huthis said in a statement they had targeted "an Israeli ship MSC SKY in the Arabian Sea" with
missiles and that "the hit was accurate and direct".

The Huthis, who control much of war-torn Yemen, say they are attacking Israeli-linked shipping in
solidarity with Palestinians in the besieged territory.

The attacks have caused several major shipping firms to suspend passage through the Red Sea, which
usually carries around 12 percent of global trade, and divert vessels thousands of miles around Africa,
driving up delivery times and costs.

The Bab al-Mandeb Strait is a narrow waterway at the southern tip of the Red Sea, connecting with the Gulf
of Aden in the Indian Ocean.

It separates Yemen on the Arabian Peninsula from Djibouti and Eritrea on the Horn of Africa.

The United States and Britain have since January launched repeated military strikes on Huthi targets in
Yemen in response to the Huthis' attacks.

But the rebels have continued targeting shipping in the Gulf of Aden and Red Sea.

The US military's Central Command (CENTCOM) said Huthis had fired two anti-ship ballistic missiles
from Yemen into the Gulf of Aden, at the MSC Sky II, with one of them hitting the Swiss-owned container
vessel.

"The ship did not request assistance and continued on its way," CENTCOM said on X, formerly Twitter.

Yemeni army targets American warships in Red Sea (Islamic Republic News
Agency) March 6, 2024

Yahya Saree, the spokesperson of the Yemeni National Army,
announced about the attack on American destroyers in a statement on
Tuesday night quoted by Al-Masirah network website.

“The Naval forces, Missile forces, and air forces of the Yemeni armed forces, with the help of God, carried
out a qualitative military operation in which they targeted two American warship destroyers in the Red
Sea,”, Saree said.

The operation was carried out with a number of naval missiles and drones, he said adding that the Yemeni
armed forces will not hesitate to expand their operations against all hostile targets in response to the calls
of the Yemeni nation to provide support and assistance to the Palestinians, who until this moment are
being subjected to aggression and siege.

The spokesman reiterated that the Yemeni operation will not stop until the aggression stops and the siege
imposed on the Palestinians in Gaza Strip is lifted.

There were no immediate reports of any damage caused to the warships by Yemeni drones and missiles

Yemeni forces launched their operations against Israeli or Israeli-bound ships in the Red Sea but over the
past month, they have intensified attack on US and British ships in retaliation for the two countries’
aggression against Yemen.

Yemen’s military and government officials have repeatedly warned Washington and London that their
actions would not go unanswered, saying Yemen reserves the right to respond to any aggression against its
sovereignty.

Yemen's Defense Minister, Major General Mohammad Nasser Al-Atefi, recently said that his country is not
afraid of the US and that it will not stop its operations unless the massacre of the Palestinian people in
Gaza is stopped.

Special Tribunal for Lebanon

Israel Not Complying with World Court Order in Genocide Case (Human Rights
Watch) February 26, 2024

The Israeli government has failed to comply with at least one measure
in the legally binding order from the International Court of Justice
(ICJ) in South Africa’s genocide case, Human Rights Watch said today.
Citing warnings about “catastrophic conditions” in Gaza, the court
ordered Israel on January 26, 2024, to “take immediate and effective
measures to enable the provision of urgently needed basic services
and humanitarian aid,” and to report back on its compliance to the
specific measures “within one month.”

One month later, however, Israel continues to obstruct the provision of basic services and the entry and
distribution within Gaza of fuel and lifesaving aid, acts of collective punishment that amount to war crimes
and include the use of starvation of civilians as a weapon of war. Fewer trucks have entered Gaza and fewer
aid missions have been permitted to reach northern Gaza in the several weeks since the ruling than in the
weeks preceding it, according to United Nations Office of the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA).

“The Israeli government is starving Gaza’s 2.3 million Palestinians, putting them in even more peril than
before the World Court’s binding order,” said Omar Shakir, Israel and Palestine director at Human Rights
Watch. “The Israeli government has simply ignored the court’s ruling, and in some ways even intensified its
repression, including further blocking lifesaving aid.”

Other countries should use all forms of leverage, including sanctions and embargoes, to press the Israeli
government to comply with the court’s binding orders in the genocide case, Human Rights Watch said.

Human Rights Watch found in December 2023 that Israeli authorities are using starvation as a weapon of
war. Pursuant a policy set out by Israeli officials and carried out by Israeli forces, the Israeli authorities are
deliberately blocking the delivery of water, food, and fuel, willfully impeding humanitarian assistance,
apparently razing agricultural areas, and depriving the civilian population of objects indispensable to its
survival.

Israeli authorities have kept its supply of electricity for Gaza shut off since the October 7 Hamas-led
attacks. After initially cutting the entire supply of water that Israel provides to Gaza via three pipelines,
Israel resumed piping on two of its three lines. However, due to the cuts and widespread destruction to
water infrastructure amid unrelenting Israeli air and ground operations, only one of those lines remained
operational at only 47 percent capacity as of February 20. Officials at the Gaza Coastal Municipalities
Water Utility told Human Rights Watch on February 20 that Israeli authorities have obstructed efforts to
repair the water infrastructure.

According to data published by OCHA and the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA), the daily average number of trucks entering Gaza with food, aid, and medicine
dropped by more than a third in the weeks following the ICJ ruling: 93 trucks between January 27 and
February 21, 2024, compared to 147 trucks between January 1 and 26, and only 57 between February 9 and
21. A survey of impediments to the entry of aid faced by 24 humanitarian organizations operating in Gaza
between January 26 and February 15 pointed to a lack of transparency around how aid trucks can enter
Gaza, delays and denials at Israeli crossings and inspection points, and concerns about safety of trucks.

By comparison, an average of 500 trucks of food and goods entered Gaza each day before the escalation in
hostilities in October, during which time 1.2 million people in Gaza were estimated to be facing acute food
insecurity, and 80 percent of Gaza’s population were reliant on humanitarian aid amid Israel's more than
16-year-long unlawful closure.

High-ranking Israeli officials have articulated a policy to deprive civilians of food, water, and fuel, as
Human Rights Watch has documented. The Israeli government spokesperson said more recently that there
are “no limits” to aid entering Gaza, outside of security. Some Israeli officials blame the UN for distribution
delays and accuse Hamas of diverting aid or Gaza police for failing to secure convoys.

The Israeli government cannot shift blame to evade responsibility, Human Rights Watch said. As the
occupying power, Israel is obliged to provide for the welfare of the occupied population and ensure that the
humanitarian needs of Gaza’s population are met. The Israeli human rights group Gisha challenged the
Israeli government’s claims that it is not obstructing entry or distribution of aid and also found that it is not
complying with the ICJ order.

Israeli authorities have also obstructed the aid that enters Gaza from reaching areas in the north. The
survey of humanitarian organizations found that “almost no aid is distributed beyond Rafah,” Gaza’s
southernmost governorate. On February 20, the World Food Programme paused deliveries of lifesaving
food to the north, citing lack of safety and security. Israeli forces struck a food convoy on February 5, the
UN said and CNN documented.

Between February 1 and 15, Israeli authorities only facilitated 2 of 21 planned missions to deliver fuel to the
north of the Wadi Gaza area in central Gaza and none of the 16 planned fuel delivery or assessment
missions to water and wastewater pumping stations in the north. Fewer than 20 percent of planned
missions to deliver fuel and undertake assessments north of Wadi Gaza have been facilitated between
January 1 and February 15, as compared with 86 percent of missions planned between October and
December, according to OCHA.

“Israel’s ground forces are able to reach all parts of Gaza, so Israeli authorities clearly have the capacity to
ensure that aid reaches all of Gaza,” Shakir said.

Since the ICJ order, Israeli authorities have also apparently destroyed the offices of at least two
humanitarian organizations in Gaza and taken steps to undermine the work of UNRWA, the largest
provider of humanitarian aid in Gaza, which more than half of other humanitarian organizations rely on to
facilitate their operations. The head of UNWRA, Philippe Lazarini, said in a February 22 letter to the UN
General Assembly president that the agency has reached a “breaking point” due to multiple government
suspensions of funding and Israel’s campaign to shut the agency down.

Israel’s finance minister, Bezalel Smotrich, said on February 13 that he had blocked a US-funded flour
shipment to Gaza, because it was going to UNRWA. Israel has alleged that at least 12 of the agency’s
30,000 employees participated in the October 7 attacks, which the UN is investigating.

In late December, the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC), a multi-partner initiative that
regularly publishes information on the scale and severity of food insecurity and malnutrition globally,
concluded that over 90 percent of Gaza’s population is at crisis level of acute food insecurity or worse. The
IPC said that virtually all Palestinians in Gaza are skipping meals every day while many adults go hungry so
children can eat, and that the population faced famine if current conditions persisted. “This is the highest
share of people facing high levels of acute food insecurity that the IPC initiative has ever classified for any
given area or country,” the group said.

On February 19, The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) found that 90 percent of children under
age 2 and 95 percent of pregnant and breastfeeding women face “severe food poverty.” On February 22,
Save the Children said families in Gaza “are forced to forage for scraps of food left by rats and eating leaves
out of desperation to survive,” noting that “all 1.1 million children in Gaza [are] facing starvation.”

In response to a request by South Africa for additional provisional measures following Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s order for Israeli authorities to explore a possible plan to evacuate Rafah
ahead of a ground incursion, the ICJ said that the “perilous situation demands immediate and effective
implementation of the provisional measures” throughout Gaza – but not new measures – and highlighted
Israel’s duty to ensure “the safety and security of the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip.”

Beyond enabling the provision of basic services and aid, the measures in the ICJ’s binding order require
Israel to prevent genocide against Palestinians in Gaza and prevent and punish incitement to commit
genocide. The ICJ issued these measures “to protect the rights claimed by South Africa that the Court has
found to be plausible,” including “the right of the Palestinians in Gaza to be protected from acts of
genocide.” Although South Africa asked the court in its oral arguments during January hearings on the
provisional measures to make any report it ordered public, the court did not indicate that it has done so.

Between January 26 and February 23, more than 3,400 Palestinians were killed in Gaza, according to
figures from Gaza’s Health Ministry compiled by OCHA.

South Africa’s case against Israel for genocide is distinct from the proceedings on the legal consequences of
Israel’s 57-year-occupation, which began at the ICJ on February 19.

“Israel’s blatant disregard for the World Court’s order poses a direct challenge to the rules-based
international order,” Shakir said. “Failure to ensure Israel’s compliance puts the lives of millions of
Palestinians at risk and threatens to undermine the institutions charged with ensuring respect for
international law and the system that ensures civilian protection worldwide.”

The Latest | South Africa says UN court should order Israel to let more aid into
Gaza (ABC News) March 6, 2024

South Africa has gone back to the United Nations’ top court seeking
additional orders for Israel to let humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip,
citing “widespread starvation” in the devastated Palestinian territory.

After nearly five months of war, much of Gaza is in ruins. International pressure is growing for Israel and
Hamas to reach a deal that would halt the fighting and release the remaining Israeli hostages held by
Hamas.

South Africa accuses Israel of violating provisional measures imposed by the International Court of Justice
on Jan. 27, when judges ordered Israel to do all it could to prevent death, destruction and any acts of
genocide in Gaza.

Israel’s near-total blockade of Gaza and the ongoing fighting have made it nearly impossible to deliver
supplies in most of Gaza, aid groups say. Many of the estimated 300,000 people still living in northern
Gaza have been reduced to eating animal fodder to survive.

Israel launched its offensive after Hamas-led militants stormed across the border on Oct. 7, killing some
1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250. Over 100 hostages were released in November in
exchange for 240 Palestinians imprisoned by Israel.

The number of Palestinians killed has climbed above 30,700, according to Gaza’s Health Ministry. It does
not differentiate between civilians and combatants in its figures, but says women and children make up
around two-thirds of the total casualties. It says over 72,000 people have been wounded.

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip — At least 15 people were killed by three Israeli airstrikes that hit buildings in
central Gaza.

The bodies were taken to Al Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah, where an Associated Press journalist
counted the bodies as they arrived. People were reported to be still trapped under the rubble.

Two strikes hit buildings in Deir al-Balah and a third in the Nuseirat refugee camp.

THE HAGUE, Netherlands — Citing “widespread starvation” in Gaza, South Africa is urging the United
Nations’ top court to order Israel to allow humanitarian aid into the war-torn region, as part of an ongoing
case alleging that Israel’s military campaign in Gaza breaches the Genocide Convention.

South Africa, which filed the genocide case late last year at the International Court of Justice, said
Wednesday it was compelled to seek more preliminary orders “in light of the new facts and changes in the
situation in Gaza — particularly the situation of widespread starvation — brought about by the continuing
egregious breaches” of the convention by Israel.

It is also accusing Israel of “manifest violations of the provisional measures” ordered by the court on Jan.
27, when judges ordered Israel to do all it could to prevent death, destruction and any acts of genocide in
Gaza, but stopped short of ordering an end to the military offensive that has laid waste to the Palestinian
enclave.

In a written request to the court Wednesday, South Africa urged the court to issue more orders, including
that Israel “take immediate and effective measures to enable the provision of urgently needed basic services
and humanitarian assistance to address famine and starvation and the adverse conditions of life faced by
Palestinians in Gaza.”

South Africa asks World Court for more measures against Israel (Reuters) March 6,
2024

South Africa has asked the International Court of Justice (ICJ) to
order additional emergency measures against Israel, which it says is
breaching the measures already in place, the U.N.'s top court said on
Wednesday.

In its application South Africa warned that Palestinians in Gaza were facing starvation and asked the court
to order that all parties cease hostilities and release all hostages and detainees. In a statement issued
Wednesday the South African presidency warned that the people of Gaza cannot wait.

"The threat of all-out famine has now materialised. The court needs to act now to stop the imminent
tragedy by immediately and effectively ensuring that the rights it has found are threatened under the
Genocide Convention are protected," it added.

South Africa also asked the court to order that Israel take "immediate and effective measures to enable the
provision of urgently needed basic services and humanitarian assistance to address famine and starvation"
in Gaza.

It added that the ICJ, also known as the World Court, should take these measures without scheduling a
new round of hearings because of the "extreme urgency of the situation".

In January the World Court, as the ICJ is also known, ordered Israel to refrain from any acts that could fall
under the Genocide Convention and to ensure its troops commit no genocidal acts against Palestinians,
after South Africa accused Israel of state-led genocide in Gaza.

Israel and its Western allies described the allegation as baseless. A final ruling in the ICJ case in The Hague
could take years.

The war in Gaza was triggered by an Oct. 7 Hamas-led attack on southern Israeli communities that Israel
says left 1,200 killed and 253 taken hostage.

In the five months since, Palestinian authorities say Israel has killed over 30,000 people in blockaded
Gaza, displaced most of its 2.3 million people, caused widespread hunger and disease, and laid waste to
much of the territory.
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Canadian sentenced to life in prison for 'terrorist' murders of Muslim family (Yahoo
News) By Michel Comte
February 22, 2024

A white supremacist committed terrorism when he ran down a
Muslim family out for an evening stroll, a Canadian judge said
Thursday as she sentenced him to life in prison for the murders.

The ruling is the first in Canada to make a link between white supremacy and terrorism in a murder
case.

Nathaniel Veltman, 23, was convicted in November of four counts of first degree or premeditated
murder, and one count of attempted murder in the killing of three generations of the Afzaal family that
also left a young boy orphaned.

He acknowledged striking the family with his pickup truck in June 2021 in London, Ontario.

The prosecution argued at trial that he sought to intimidate and terrorize Muslims, while the defense
said he'd suffered a mental decline -- which did not, however, meet the requirements for an insanity
plea.

His lawyers also said he was in "a state of extreme confusion" after consuming hallucinogenic
psilocybin mushrooms that weekend.

Judge Renee Pomerance, of the Ontario Superior Court of Justice, said Veltman "had planned a
murderous rampage for months and took steps to ensure that he would kill as many Muslims in this
brutal manner as he could."

Recalling Veltman's statements to police, she said: "He wanted to intimidate the Muslim community.
He wanted to follow in the footsteps of other mass killers, and he wanted to inspire others to commit
murderous acts."

"I find that the offender's actions constitute terrorist activity," she concluded.

Outside the courthouse, extended members of the Afzaal family expressed their grief, describing "a
hollowness" and "scars."

"The verdict will not bring back what was stolen. It will not mend the fractured pieces of our lives, our
identity and our security," said relative Tabina Bukhari.

But, she added, "the terrorism designation acknowledges the hate that fueled this fire, the ugliness that
took the lives of Talat, Salman, Madiha and Yumnah."

Defense lawyer Christopher Hicks, meanwhile, told reporters he is considering appealing both the
conviction and sentence.

The jury in the almost 10-week trial heard Veltman had penned a "terrorist manifesto," found on his
computer, in which he espoused white nationalism and described his hate for Muslims.

The judge noted that he wore "combat gear" including a helmet and bulletproof vest during the attack.

Veltman passed the Afzaal family on a London street on that warm Sunday evening, turned his newly
purchased truck with a heavy grill guard around, jumped the curb and slammed into them.

Salman Afzaal, 46, his wife Madiha Salman, 44, their 15-year-old daughter Yumnah and her
grandmother Talat Afzaal, 74, were killed. A nine-year-old boy orphaned in the ramming suffered
serious injuries.

The slaying was the deadliest anti-Muslim attack in Canada since a shooting at a mosque in Quebec
City in 2017 that left six dead. The perpetrator of that shooting was not accused of terrorism.

Terrorism trial: Court fixes March 19 for ruling on Kanu’s bail application (The Sun
Nigeria) February 26, 2024

The Abuja division of the Federal High Court has fixed March 19 to
rule on a fresh application filed by the detained leader of the
Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB), Nnamdi Kanu, seeking his
release on bail, pending the determination of the treasonable
felony charge brought against him by the Federal Government.

Justice Binta Nyako who fixed the date equally announced the court’s decision to resume a full-blown
hearing of the case against Kanu on March 20.

Justice Nyako adjourned the matter after she listened to arguments. canvassed by counsel to Kanu, Mr.
Alloy Ejimakor, and that of the prosecution counsel, Chief Adegboyega Awomolo, SAN.

Ejimakor who drew the attention of the court to Kanu’s bail application dated February 5. further told
the court that the defendant had also filed a notice of preliminary objection challenging the competence
of the charge pending against him.

He urged the court to grant Kanu bail on “most liberal terms” owing to his deteriorating health.

In addition, Ejimakor submitted that there was no dispute that the IPOB leader has a serious heart
condition that was confirmed by a federal government-owned hospital.

“Our humble submission is that the medical condition of the defendant speaks for itself and the health
challenge persists, despite the treatment offered him by the detaining authority,” Ejimako added.

He maintained that Kanu’s continued detention by the Department of State Services, DSS, posed a
threat to his life.

The defence lawyer alleged that the delay in the prosecution of the embattled IPOB leader was the fault
of the government which he said had repeatedly amended the charge.

Responding to the court’s observation that Kanu once jumped bail, Ejimako argued that developments
that happened in the past had turned academic given the findings and judgments of various courts on
the matter.

On the preliminary objection dated February 19, Kanu’s counsel urged the court to direct that before
the trial could commence, the respondents must refrain from, seizing documents from lawyers,
stopping lawyers from taking notes during their visit to the defendant at the DSS and equally
eavesdropping on conversation with Kanu.

He further urged the court to order that the prosecution l must stop the violation of his client.

Alternatively, he sought an order that before the commencement of trial, a non-custodial centre be
created for Kanu to engage with lawyers of his own choice.

But in opposing both the fresh bail application and the preliminary objections, the prosecution counsel,
Chief Awomolo, SAN, described them as an abuse of the court process.

FG’s lawyer argued that it would be wrong for the court to allow Kanu’s counsel to dictate how the
proceedings should be conducted.

He said it was an insult for Kanu’s lawyer to list what must be done before the trial would commence,
adding that the defendant’s rights were never breached by the DSS.

Awomolo, SAN, told the court that the security agency has been diligent in protecting Kanu’s life.

He urged the court to reject Kanu’s request for bail and order an accelerated hearing of the case.

According to the prosecution counsel, Section 161 of the 1999 Constitution, as amended, stipulated that
the defendant must prove that the authorities failed to grant him access to quality healthcare at his
detention center.

He argued that there was nothing tangible that was brought before the court to establish the
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He argued that there was nothing tangible that was brought before the court to establish the
exceptional circumstance that would warrant Kanu’s release on bail.

He said the court had earlier revoked the defendant’s bail after he violated the conditions attached to it.

“There is no evidence before the court that Kanu will not jump bail again,” Awomolo insisted.

Meanwhile, earlier in the proceedings, Justice Nyako expressed her displeasure over how the trial had
been conducted since 2015.

This is exactly the way this case has been going since 2015. I am talking to both sides. You always find a
way to truncate the proceedings,” Justice Nyako stated.

The IPOB leader, who was first arrested by security agents in Lagos on October 14, 2015, has been in
detention since June 29, 2021.

Trial Justice Nyako had on April 25, 2017, granted him bail on health ground, after he had spent about
18 months in detention.

Upon the perfection of the bail conditions, he was on April 28, 2017, released from the Kuje prison.

However, midway into the trial, the IPOB leader escaped from the country after soldiers invaded his
country home at Afara Ukwu Ibeku in Umuahia, Abia State, an operation that led to the death of some
of his followers.

Saudi Arabia Executes 7 for 'Terrorism' Offenses, State Media Say (VOA) February 27, 2024

Saudi Arabia executed seven people for "terrorism" offenses on
Tuesday, state media said, the highest single-day figure since 81
were put to death in March 2022.

The seven were convicted of "creating and financing terrorist organizations and entities", the official
Saudi Press Agency said, citing the Gulf kingdom's interior ministry.

Saudi Arabia, one of the world's most prolific users of capital punishment, has now executed 29 people
this year according to an AFP tally of official announcements, after putting 170 to death in 2023.

The kingdom, notorious for beheadings, drew a wave of condemnation from around the world with 81
executions in one day nearly two years ago.

The nationalities of the seven executed on Tuesday were not revealed, but their names and titles
indicated they were Saudi.

They were convicted of "adopting a terrorist approach that calls for bloodshed, establishing and
financing terrorist organizations and entities, and communicating and dealing with them with the aim
of disrupting the security and stability of society" and endangering national security, the official news
agency said.

The report did not provide further details of the accusations against them.

In 2022, Saudi Arabia executed more people than any other country besides China and Iran, Amnesty
International has said.

Those executed last year included 33 people accused of terrorism-related crimes and two soldiers
convicted of treason.

There were 38 executions in December, the deadliest month in 2023.

Saudi authorities deem the executions to be necessary to "maintain public order" and compatible with
their interpretation of sharia law, the Islamic law code based on the teachings of the Koran.

Activists say the kingdom's continued embrace of capital punishment hurts efforts by de facto ruler
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman to transform the world's biggest crude oil exporter into a
business and tourism hub.

Executions undermine the image of a more open, tolerant society that is central to Prince Mohammed's
Vision 2030 reform agenda, activists argue.

Uganda Court Confirms Terrorism Trial for Nine in 2021 Kampala Bombings (BNN) By
Israel Ojoko
February 27, 2024

In a significant development from Kampala, Uganda, the
International Crimes Division of the High Court has made a pivotal
decision regarding the tragic twin bombings that rocked the city in
November 2021.

Justice Richard Wejuli Wabwire has ordered nine suspects to face trial on serious charges of terrorism
and affiliation with a terrorist organization, marking a critical juncture in the pursuit of justice for the
victims of these heinous acts.

Chronology of Events Leading to Trial The case traces back to the devastating events of November
2021, when twin bombings targeted the Central Police Station (CPS) and the IPS building near
Parliamentary Avenue, claiming seven lives and injuring 33 others. Initially, the case involved 19
suspects, including women, who were later exempted from charges by the Director of Public
Prosecutions (DPP) in December 2023.

This decision narrowed down the suspects to fourteen, out of which nine have now been confirmed to
stand trial. The suspects, identified as Ismail Kiyemba, Wambedde Twaha, Nsubuga Nadir Faisal, Ishaq
Jero, Kiryowa Jamadah Afan, Ssebunya Hassan, Musinguzi Sadiq, and Bbumba Ammar, have been
remanded back to Luzira prison awaiting the naming of a panel of three Justices for the trial.

Judicial Proceedings and Evidence Assessment Diligent assessment of the prosecution's evidence
during the pre-trial hearing has led Justice Wejuli to substantiate the charges of terrorism against the
nine individuals, while simultaneously acquitting five due to insufficient evidence.

This critical analysis underscores the court's commitment to ensuring that only those with a clear link
to the bombings are held accountable, safeguarding the integrity of the judicial process and the rights of
the accused.

This trial represents not only a pursuit of justice for the victims and their families but also a significant
moment in Uganda's fight against terrorism. The court's decisions throughout this case will likely have
profound implications for national security policies and the broader struggle against terrorism in the
region. As the nation awaits the trial, the international community watches closely, recognizing the
importance of a fair and just legal process in the fight against global terrorism.

Spain's Supreme Court opens criminal proceedings against Carles Puigdemont for
terrorism (Catalan News) February 29, 2024

Spain's Supreme Court has opened criminal proceedings against
former Catalan president Carles Puigdmont and former MP Ruben
Wagensberg for terrorism.

The investigation is related to their involvement with pro-independence protest group Tsunami
Democràtic, which was especially active in 2019 when the organizers of the 2017 independence
referendum were given prison sentences, sparking widespread protests in Catalonia.

The Supreme Court unanimously agreed on Thursday to open criminal proceedings, acting on a request
from Judge Manuel García-Castellón of Spain's National Court, who had asked the higher court to take
on the case he was overseeing.

Public Prosecutors at the Supreme Court concluded last week that there was no cause to investigate
Puigdemont for terrorism and requested that the case be shelved, but the Supreme Court judges
disagreed and have appointed Judge Susana Polo to lead the investigation.

The judges consider it "necessary and pertinent" that Puigdemont and Wagensberg be investigated by
the Supreme Court in particular because they both held public office.

The court ruled out taking on the case of the other 10 people under investigation in the National Court
as they haven't held office.

From crimes of injury to terrorism

According to the Supreme Court, “there is no doubt” that the actions attributed to the leaders of
Tsunami Democràtic constitute crimes ranging from injuries to terrorism, the latter being mentioned a
total of 35 times in the court documents.

In addition, the judges argue that the demonstrations at the Barcelona airport constitute the crime of
“unlawful restraint” and that the protests “disrupted the international air services, airport services, and
air traffic” to create “a situation of absolute chaos and violence.”

The document also adds crimes against law enforcement, as demonstrators “used dangerous
instruments as and devices with similar destructive potential as explosives” such as “fire extinguishers,
glass, metal trolleys, which they threw at law enforcement agents.”

Public prosecution's view

The decision to open criminal proceedings is at odds with the final report from the Supreme Court's
deputy prosecutor, which said: "At this moment in the process, there are no indications that allow us to
say that Carles Puigdemont participated in the founding of Tsunami Democràtic, or planning its
actions. The investigating judge [García-Castellón] is limited to making conjectures without a factual
basis."

"Detailed examination of the evidence supplied by the investigating judge reveals that, in reality, we are
dealing with mere conjectures or suspicions, which do not allow any criminal act to be attributed to
Carles Puigdemont."

"None of the facts provided" allow us to "reasonably" infer that the former Catalan president
participated in Tsunami Democràtic. "It seems, on the contrary, that they rule this out," the report said.

In the case of Wagensberg, who "temporarily" moved to Switzerland in January, the deputy prosecutor
agreed that he was "consulted" on issues such as publicity statements and using social networks to help
launch the pro-independence activist movement.

This does not mean, however, that he was at the top of the organization, as some police sources
indicated, the deputy prosecutor said.

Tsunami Democràtic and the amnesty

Tsunami Democràtic organized protests in 2019 after the imprisonment of pro-independence leaders
who organized the 2017 referendum. Actions included the blockade of the AP-7 highway near France
and the attempt to shut down Barcelona Airport.

The case of Tsunami Democràtic has featured prominently in discussions around the approval of the
amnesty law, which aims to pardon those involved in the Catalan independence movement.

Puigdemont's party Junts want to modify the draft law to ensure that those accused in the protests of
Tsunami Democràtic, the Committees for the Defense of the Republic (CDR), and in the Volhov case,
are protected by the law.

To do so, they say, the law must remove any reference to terrorism as an exception to its application.
But the Socialists are concerned that if they do, the law could get stuck in Spain's Constitutional Court
and even be declared unconstitutional.

Moroccan IS fighters sentenced to death in Somalia (BBC) By Gloria Aradi
March 1, 2024

A military court in Somalia has sentenced six Islamic State fighters
from Morocco to death.

The men will be executed by a firing squad if their appeal, which they have one month to file, is
unsuccessful.

"They came to Somalia to support Isis [IS} and destroy and shed blood," the court's deputy chairman,
Col Ali Ibrahim Osman, told VOA Somali.

The men's lawyer said they had been misled into joining IS and were seeking to be deported to
Morocco.

It is the first time authorities in the semi-autonomous Puntland region have charged or sentenced
foreigners for joining IS.

The military court also gave an Ethiopian and a Somali 10-year prison sentences each, while freeing
another Somali defendant due to insufficient evidence.

One of the prosecutors told BBC Somali that the militants were arrested in the Cal-Miskaat mountains,
east of Bosaso, Puntland's commercial hub.

The mountains are a stronghold of Islamic State, which has a base there.

The Somali branch of IS was formed in 2015 by a group of defectors from the al-Qaeda affiliated al-
Shabab group - the largest jihadist group in Somalia.

It is notorious for extorting locals and mainly carries out small-scale, sporadic attacks, according to the
US Office of the Director of National Intelligence.

Somalia typically issues the death penalty for crimes connected to terrorism.

The practice has been condemned by several local and international human rights groups, including
The Coalition of Somali Human Rights Defenders.

Last month, the coalition and other rights groups said in a report that Somalia had carried out at least
55 executions last year.

It said that 23 of the executions done last year were carried out by military authorities in Puntland and
Somalia's capital, Mogadishu.

Piracy

Red Sea, Dominguez (UN): “The threat of piracy off the coast of Africa is growing”
(Agenzia Nova) February 22, 2024

The International Maritime Organization's secretary-general said
ships must continue to take safety precautions off the coast of
Africa and urged companies to return to the rigorous levels of
safety adopted during the 2008-2012 piracy crisis off the coast of
Somalia.

The diversion of trade routes from Red Sea and the Suez Canal Due to attacks by Yemeni Houthi rebels,
the threat of piracy off the coast of Africa is increasing. The warning was issued by Arsenio Dominguez,
secretary general of the International Maritime Organization, interviewed by the British newspaper
“Financial Times”.

Since last December, major shipping companies have rerouted their routes to avoid Houthi attacks, a
fact that has led to an increase in shipping in the waters of the Indian Ocean and off West Africa, a
maritime area where attacks are known to occur of piracy. It is no coincidence that the EU Atalanta
mission has been operating in that section of sea for years. Dominguez said he had spoken to
authorities in Somalia, East Africa and countries around the Gulf of Guinea in the western part of the
continent to discuss efforts to ensure piracy does not become a major problem again.

According to the secretary general, ships must continue to take safety precautions off the coast of Africa
and he urged companies to return to the rigorous levels of safety adopted during the 2008-2012 piracy
crisis off the coast of Somalia.

U.S. Department of State: Houthi Attacks on International Shipping (Hellenic Shipping
News Worldwide) February 22, 2024

The United States condemns the reckless and indiscriminate
attacks on civilian cargo ships by the Houthis. The Houthis are
behaving like a terrorist organization – attacking civilians, civilian
shipping, and innocent mariners, and they continue to detain the
crew of the Galaxy Leader, consisting of 25 people from five
different countries. This is piracy.

The Houthis’ attacks are driving up prices and causing delivery delays in critical humanitarian items,
such as food and medicine in places where it’s needed most. This is adversely affecting those in need of
assistance around the world, including in Sudan, Ethiopia, and in Yemen itself. Many of the ships that
the Houthis have attacked contained food, such as grain and corn, headed for those countries. And
contrary to what the Houthis may attempt to claim, their attacks do nothing to help the Palestinians.
Their actions are not bringing a single morsel of assistance or food to the Palestinian people.

Time and time again, the Houthis continue to demonstrate disregard to the Yemeni people. On
February 16, they attacked a civilian ship and disabled it, risking spillage of fertilizer and fuel into the
sea and threatening Yemen’s fishing industry. On February 18 and 19, the Houthis attacked other
civilian ships, including the Sea Champion, which was bringing corn and other food supplies to the
Yemeni people in Aden and to Hudaydah.

The United States has taken pains to ensure that our sanctions and other actions to impose costs on the
Houthis do not restrict commercial shipments or humanitarian assistance to the people of Yemen. The
Houthis actions, in contrast, are preventing the delivery of food and essential items on which the
Yemeni people rely and making it difficult for humanitarians to do their essential work, endangering an
already fragile humanitarian situation.

The Houthis are alienating the world community and putting the peace process in Yemen – which
parties, including the Houthis, have painstakingly negotiated over the last two years – in jeopardy. The
United States has been very clear that we do not want conflict in the Red Sea. We and our partners will
continue to take appropriate action, as needed, to protect freedom of navigation and commercial
shipping from Houthi attacks in this critical international waterway and to safeguard vital economic
and humanitarian assistance to countries in the region.

IMO Piracy Report: Twenty ships attacked during January 2024 (Safety4Sea) February 28,
2024

The International Maritime Organization (IMO) has published its
Monthly Piracy Report for the month of January 2024.

The following acts of piracy and armed robbery are allegedly committed against ships during the month
of January 2024, reported by IMO Member States or international organizations in consultative status.

#1 In international waters

Hana I, Product tanker, Tuvalu The incident: Six pirates armed with guns boarded the tanker underway
and opened fire on the bridge to gain access. They kidnapped nine crew members including the Captain
and Chief Engineer. Remaining crew sailed to a safe port after the pirates departed and reported the
incident to the Authorities.

The nine kidnapped crew were safely released during the night hours of 29 / 30 Jan 2024.

Lila Norfolk, Bulk carrier, Liberia The incident: A ship underway was approached, fired upon, and
boarded by seven pirates in a skiff launched from a mother vessel. The pirates were armed with
machine gun and rocket launcher. Master raised the alarm, contacted local authorities, activated SSAS
and all crew mustered in citadel. Indian navy warship responded to the distress and dispatched its
helicopter to locate the ship. The warship arrived at the location and the naval boarding team searched
the ship. Once the clearance was given, the crew emerged from the citadel and regained control of the
ship.

Loranzo Putha 4, Fishing vessel, Sri Lanka 2

The incident: While the fishing vessel was engaged in fishing activity in the Indian Ocean, three pirates
boarded, hijacked and took control of the fishing vessel, with six Sri Lankan crew members onboard.
The crew of the fishing vessel managed to inform the fishing boats in the area, who then reported the
incident to the Sri Lankan authorities via radio. The Sri Lankan authorities observed the fishing vessel
was travelling in a south-westerly direction towards Seychelles. As such, the Sri Lankan authorities
informed the Seychelles authorities, and also shared the information with other relevant MRCCs.

Adria, Fishing vessel, Republic of Korea

The incident: A fishing vessel underway was approached by six armed pirates in a skiff. A suspected
mother vessel was seen in the vicinity. Alarm raised and all crew members mustered in the citadel. The
master contacted the Korean navy and the onboard armed security team fired warning shots, resulting
in the pirates aborting the approach and moving away. All crew members safe.

Waimea, Bulk carrier, Liberia

The incident: Four to five armed persons fired upon the ship underway. The onboard armed security
team returned fire, resulting in the skiff retreating and moving away. The ship and crew reported safe.

#2 In territorial waters

Crimson Queen, Bulk carrier, Singapore

The incident: While underway, the master was alerted by the 3rd Engineer to five perpetrators armed
with long knives in the engine room. The 3rd Engineer was tied up by the perpetrators but managed to
alert the bridge about the incident. The master sounded the general alarm immediately, and the crew
conducted a thorough search onboard the ship. However, the perpetrators had already escaped.

Artin Bulk carrier Iran (Islamic Republic of)

The incident: While underway, the crew saw six perpetrators armed with knives at the stern. The
master raised the alarm, mustered the crew and reported the incident to Singapore Vessel Traffic
Information System (VTIS). All crew members were accounted for, and no injuries were reported.
Some engine spare parts were stolen. The master indicated that no further assistance was required, and
continued its journey to Fang Cheng, China.

CMB Chikako, Bulk carrier, Panama

The incident: Five robbers armed with a knife, boarded a ship underway. They took hostage and tied up
one of the crew. Alert crew raised the alarm and crew mustered. Hearing the alarm, the robbers
escaped with stolen ship’s engine spare parts. Incident reported to Singapore VTIS.

Clipper I-Star, Bulk carrier, Singapore

The incident: While underway and en-route to Qinzhou, China, six perpetrators armed with machetes
boarded the ship via starboard quarter from a small boat. They broke the padlock of the boiler
entrance, entered the engine room and tied up three crew members. The perpetrators left the engine
room at about 0210 hrs, with stolen engine spare parts and a crew’s mobile phone. The chief engineer
subsequently called the bridge to inform master of the incident. The master raised the alarm but there
was no further sighting of the perpetrators.

#3 In port area

Bourbon Explorer 519, Special purpose ship, France

The incident: Three robbers in a canoe approached and boarded an anchored vessel. They stole ship’s
properties and escaped. The theft was noticed during routine rounds in the morning hours.

Name Withheld, General cargo ship, Panama

The incident: Three robbers armed with guns and knives boarded an anchored general cargo ship. They
took the duty engine crew as hostage and tied his hands. The robbers stole ship’s engine spare parts and
escaped. The duty crew managed to alert the OOW who raised the alarm. Crew mustered and a search
carried out. No robbers found onboard.

Helga Oldendorff, Bulk carrier, Portugal

The incident: While anchored, the OOW noticed a green light during anchor watch, and informed both
forward & aft watchmen on deck during their deck round. The forward watchman proceeded from main
deck to the forecastle on port side immediately. He reported that the light was not moving, and
resumed his security round on forecastle to starboard side. About 10 min later, the forward watchman
noticed a man onboard a skiff close to the anchor cable, and another man climbing up the anchor chain.
The bridge was informed immediately via VHF and the forward watchman shouted at the men. The
OOW raised the alarm and sounded the forward whistle. Realising the crew was alerted, the two men
escaped immediately.

Rathbone, Product tanker, Nigeria

The incident: Five persons in a small fishing boat approached and boarded and anchored product
tanker. Security watchmen onboard the tanker noticed the unauthorised persons and raised the alarm.
Seeing alerted crew, the persons escaped with the stolen ship’s properties. The incident was reported to
the port control.

MT Regency, Oil tanker, India

The incident: While anchored, one suspicious boat was observed roaming around near the ship’s
forward and aft. The anti-piracy watch keeper during his round, sighted one person jumped into the
water from the port side of the ship, and a boat was on standby with five perpetrators onboard. Three
loose mooring ropes from the forecastle deck were found missing, and the crew was safe. The incident
was reported to Kakinada Port Authority and the ship departed for Paradip Port on 26 Jan 24. Upon
arrival at Paradip Port on 1 Feb 24, the ship was boarded by Indian Coast Guard for investigation.

Aurora Diamond, Supply ship, Liberia

The incident: Unauthorised persons boarded an anchored offshore supply ship, stole ship’s stores and
escaped. The theft was noticed when the OOW sighted a small boat moving away from the ship and
duty watchman instructed to investigate. The incident was reported to the port authorities.

White Peach, Chemical tanker, Marshall Islands

The incident: While anchored, four perpetrators boarded the ship from a fast boat, likely from the poop
deck. The alarm and ship whistle were sounded, and all crew mustered. Two mooring ropes were stolen
from the aft mooring station. The crew was not injured. The incident was reported to Kakinada Pilot
Station via VHF. The ship master also shared the information with the agent, and both ship master and
agent were advised to lodge a First Information Report (FIR) at Kakinada Marine Police Station.

Solar Roma, Product tanker, Liberia

The incident: Duty security patrol onboard an anchored tanker noticed five unauthorised persons
attempting to board and immediately notified the OOW. Alarm raised, resulting in the persons aborting
and moving away. Nothing reported stolen. The incident was reported to the port control and the pilot
station.

Omera Legacy, Oil tanker, Bangladesh

The incident: While anchored, an unknown number of perpetrators onboard a country boat propelled
by engine approached the ship’s port bow. However, the country boat could not come alongside the
ship; hence, the perpetrators were not able to board the ship. They eventually aborted their attempt and
escaped.

Name Withheld, Supply ship, Bahamas

The incident: Unnoticed, thieves boarded an anchored offshore supply vessel, stole ship’s properties
and escaped. The theft was noticed during routine rounds in the morning hours.

Al Amerat, Product tanker, Panama

The incident: Watchkeeper onboard an anchored tanker spotted an unauthorised person attempting to
board and raised the alarm resulting in the person aborting and moving away.

Applying the Law of the Sea to Protect International Shipping (UN Chronicle) By Arsenio
Dominguez
February 28, 2024

In recent decades, global shipping—carrier of 80 per cent of world
trade—has faced numerous threats that challenge the long-
established right to freedom of navigation for all merchant ships.
Piracy, hijackings, armed robbery, regional conflict and the COVID-
19 pandemic have put seafarers’ lives and well-being at risk—and,
by extension, threatened to disrupt world trade and supply chains.
More recently, a new danger to international shipping has
emerged: uncrewed aerial devices aimed at ships that are simply
going about their lawful business.

The world’s nearly 2 million seafarers are trained to operate ships safely, ensure protection of the
marine environment and respond to emergencies on board. This is part and parcel of operating a ship
in normal circumstances, responding to the perils of the sea, extreme weather and anticipated issues,
such as engine breakdown. Yet the examples listed above point to wider menaces beyond routine ship
operation. Seafarers become innocent victims, collateral damage in a bigger picture, in which global
supply chains are imperilled and the spectre of a major casualty with loss of life and harm to the marine
environment looms large. Since November 2023, the Red Sea area—a key strategic shipping lane, gated
by critical chokepoints at the Gulf of Suez and the Tiran and Bab-al-Mandab Straits—has seen
numerous attempted and successful attacks by uncrewed aerial devices on international shipping. On
26 January 2024, the maritime community and the world watched with horror as the tanker Marlin
Luanda, carrying flammable naphtha in the Gulf of Aden, was struck by an uncrewed aerial device,
causing an explosion and fire on board. Fortunately, the crew, supported by French and Indian naval
assets in the locality, were able to extinguish the fire after several long hours, without casualties. On 19
November 2023, the Bahamas-flagged, Japanese-chartered car carrier MV Galaxy Leader and its
multinational crew were seized in the Red Sea in a horrifying helicopter raid later seen in videos that
were shared on social media and news platforms. At the time of writing (February 2024), the crew
members, including nationals from Bulgaria, Mexico, the Philippines, Romania and Ukraine, were still
being held hostage. They must be released immediately. Seafarers are innocent victims—they are key
workers, with families to support. In 2023, 15 per cent of international shipping traffic passed through
the Suez Canal. The Canal and the Red Sea remain open, but trade volume going through the Canal has
fallen by 42 per cent over the last two months. The International Maritime Organization (IMO) is the
United Nations specialized agency tasked with ensuring safety at sea, the prevention of marine and air
pollution from ships, the efficiency of shipping and maritime security. As IMO Secretary-General, I
have underscored the paramount importance of protecting seafarers’ lives. I continue to call for the de-
escalation of tensions and the preservation of freedom of navigation of ships in the Red Sea area. In
2023, 15 per cent of international shipping traffic passed through the Suez Canal. The Canal and the
Red Sea remain open, but trade volume going through the Canal has fallen by 42 per cent over the last
two months, according to estimates by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD). Given the risk of attacks, many shipping lines have opted to take a longer route via the
southern tip of South Africa. Some 540 container ships have been rerouted. Shipping is resilient and
adapts, but closing an entire strategic shipping lane is not an option, since local ports and populations
need shipping as well. Legal framework On 10 January 2024, the United Nations Security Council
adopted resolution 2722 (2024) condemning attacks by the Houthis on merchant and commercial
vessels; affirming the importance of the exercise of navigational rights and freedoms of merchant and
commercial vessels of all States in the Red Sea; and taking note of the right of Member States, in
accordance with international law, to defend their vessels from attacks, including those that undermine
navigational rights and freedoms. International law, and in particular the law of the sea and relevant
international maritime conventions (i.e., those adopted under the auspices of IMO), provide the legal
framework applicable to the situation in the Red Sea. The United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS) allocates the rights and obligations of States with respect to maritime zones under their
jurisdiction. The Red Sea is a semi-enclosed sea within the definition of Part IX of the Convention,
being surrounded by two or more States and connected to another sea by a narrow outlet, and also by
virtue of consisting entirely of the territorial seas and exclusive economic zones of two or more coastal
States. Given this configuration and the presence of key outlets at its northwestern and southeastern
areas, which provide access to the Mediterranean and Arabian Seas, different passage regimes apply to
ships navigating the Red Sea: innocent passage in territorial sea areas, transit passage in straits used
for international navigation, and freedom of navigation in exclusive economic zones (EEZ) are
governed in Parts II, III and V of UNCLOS. Consistent with resolution 2722 (2024), the exercise of
these rights and freedoms, especially for commercial vessels that are not used for governmental
purposes and bear no warfighting functions, must be safeguarded. While UNCLOS primarily addresses
itself to States parties and not, strictly speaking, to non-State armed groups, the Convention sets out
the framework for investigative and enforcement action by States with respect to acts inconsistent with
the applicable regimes of passage or which relate to criminal activity. As UNCLOS is a peacetime
framework convention, other legal questions, such those concerning the right of self-defence at sea,
may be addressed by general international law, international humanitarian law or the law of naval
warfare. Complementary to the law of the sea and operating under its framework are several
conventions that have been adopted under the auspices of IMO, such as the 1988 Convention for the
Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Maritime Navigation (the SUA Convention) and its
2005 Protocol. The SUA Convention provides a basis for States to establish jurisdiction over acts of
terrorism at sea, including, among others, the seizure of a ship by force or intimidation, and damage to
ships from acts of violence against persons on board that likely endanger the safe navigation of such
ships. The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) includes maritime security
provisions, notably the mandatory application of the International Ship and Port Facility Security
(ISPS) Code, which provides for ships and port facilities to have in place security plans approved by the
flag State or national Administration and applied at varying levels of security threat risk, which is set by
the national authorities for the ports and by the flag States for ships. Practical measures that ships can
apply to ward off piracy threats and armed robbers are outlined in guidance known as “Best
Management Practices”, circulated by IMO. These are especially relevant in the light of recent reports
on the resurgence of piracy in the Red Sea, with actors taking advantage of the current volatile security
situation. Protecting lawful navigation by international shipping in strategic sea lanes requires
concerted action. In past decades, IMO has worked successfully with Member States and the shipping
industry to combat and reduce incidents of piracy and armed robbery, including through building the
capacity of countries in the relevant regions to enhance their maritime domain awareness, information-
sharing and collaboration. The Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed
Robbery against Ships in Asia (ReCAAP), formalized in 2004, was established in response to increased
occurrences of maritime piracy incidents in the Asian region and has served as a successful model of
cooperation. IMO also supports Gulf of Guinea States in west and central Africa to boost their
capacities to mitigate piracy in the Gulf of Guinea, through the framework established in the Yaoundé
Code of Conduct. IMO continues to support the implementation of the Djibouti Code of Conduct
(DCoC), adopted in 2009 to counter the threat of piracy and armed robbery against ships in the
Western Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Aden—in particular to respond to piracy off the coast of Somalia.
As incidents of piracy near Somalia fell from their peak in 2011, countries adopted the Jeddah
Amendment, which expanded the Code’s remit to address broader maritime security threats and tackle
root causes. The 20 regional signatory States, including countries bordering the Red Sea, share a
network of Information Sharing Centres. Maritime domain awareness (MDA) has been enhanced and
thousands of people in government administrations have benefited from regional maritime security
training. With the ongoing conflict-related attacks on international shipping in the Red Sea area, the
DCoC forum plays a critical role in bringing States together to ensure freedom of navigation and
protection of seafarers, cargoes and ships, to maintain global supply chains. Protecting lawful
navigation by international shipping in strategic sea lanes requires concerted action. The deployment of
missiles and drones aimed at international shipping represents a new, alarming threat that we must
work together to address. Ultimately, in the Red Sea, we need a cessation of hostile activity that targets
innocent seafarers. And we need regional and international efforts for peaceful resolution.

India calls for extra powers from UN to tackle Somali piracy (TradeWinds) By Paul
Peachey
February 29, 2024

India has called for renewed powers from the United Nations to
allow naval ships to enter Somali territorial waters to tackle the
threat from pirates.

In a submission to the International Maritime Organization, India warned of a “viable and imminent
threat” to commercial shipping after pirates in December completed their first successful hijack in six
years.

The UN Security Council first agreed in 2008 to allow ships from nations cooperating with Somali
authorities to enter the east African state’s territorial waters to “repress acts of piracy and armed
robbery at sea”.

The agreement was repeatedly rolled over but finally lapsed in March 2022 after cases of piracy
declined from the peak years of 2004 to 2008, according to the submission by India.

It has now called for the measure to be reinstated amid concerns that the Red Sea crisis will contribute
to broader instability across the wider region and allow a resurgence of piracy.

It cited the seizure of the 41,600-dwt Bulgarian handymax bulker Ruen (built 2016) with 18 crew
members in December. Negotiations continue for the release of the Navibulgar-owned ship.

It said at least five other vessels have been attacked, boarded or hijacked by a group of pirates operating
out of Puntland, Somalia.

“The recent instances of pirate attacks and hijacking of merchant ships and fishing dhows by Somali
pirates indicate the potential re-emergence of piracy attempts in the region,” India said, adding that
there is a “viable and imminent threat to freedom of navigation and commercial shipping from piracy
in the region.”

“Continuous vigilance and proactive measures in the region are not only essential but also non-
negotiable to combat the threat of piracy and restore the safety of seafarers and commercial shipping,
as well as freedom of navigation”.

Naval forces deployed in the region including the US-led 41-nation Combined Maritime Forces and the
European Union EUNAVFOR Atalanta operation.

Since March 2022, warships on anti-piracy duties are allowed into Somali territorial waters only with
the permission of the federal government.

A EUNAVFOR spokesman said a new request had to be made on every occasion, but they had all been
allowed so far by the internationally recognised government.

India called on member states at a meeting of the IMO’s legal committee in April to push the UN to
reinstate the extra powers “for the repression of resurgent Somali piracy” within its territorial waters.

The Indian Navy has played an active role in anti-piracy operations in the Gulf of Aden and Arabian
Sea.

Its marines boarded the 170,100-dwt Lila Norfolk (built 2006) in January after it was seized by an
armed group off the coast of Somalia. The hijackers had left the bulk carrier before the marines
boarded.
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Future-Proofing U.S. Law for War Crimes Investigations in the Digital Era (Georgia
Law Review)
By Rebecca J. Hamilton
2023

Advances in information technology have irrevocably changed the
nature of war crimes investigations. The pursuit of accountability for the
most serious crimes of concern to the international community now
invariably requires access to digital evidence. The global reach of
platforms like Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter means that much of that
digital evidence is held by U.S. social media companies, and access to it
is subject to the U.S. Stored Communications Act.

This is the first Article to look at the legal landscape facing international investigators seeking
access to digital evidence regarding genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and
aggression. It analyzes Republic of Gambia v. Facebook (Meta), the first case to seek digital
evidence from a U.S. social media company for an international proceeding on genocide. And
it draws on material gleaned from background interviews with international investigators
seeking digital evidence held by U.S. social media companies in relation to atrocities in
Myanmar and Ukraine. This reveals two key problems facing international investigators. First,
and in contrast to their counterparts in domestic criminal investigations, the Stored
Communications Act provides no pathway through which international investigators can
overcome the prohibition on disclosure of private digital evidence. Second, the ability of
international investigators to access quasi-public digital evidence, and/or digital evidence that
was public but has been removed by a social media company, is at the discretion of the social
media company. A significant risk emerging from this arrangement is that evidence disclosure
decisions are not made in a consistent and principled manner, but are instead driven by the
self-interest of a few U.S. corporations, creating disparate outcomes across victim groups.

The Article recommends two, non-exclusive, reforms that could be undertaken in the short
term to advance principled disclosure decisions for accountability, while ensuring privacy
protections and data security. It also urges U.S. social media companies to develop and publish
their own interim guidelines on how they make evidence disclosure decisions, with a
presumption in favor of disclosing removed public and quasipublic evidence needed for the
pursuit of accountability for the international crimes of genocide, war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and aggression. The Article concludes by pointing to the need for a long-term
incremental process of research, reform, and review to future-proof U.S. law for war crimes
accountability in the digital era.
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