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LRA commander held as prisoner of war
The New Vision
By Barbara Among
April 15, 2009

THE Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel’s fourth in command, Thomas Kwoyelo,
has been taken as a prisoner of war, the army said on Tuesday.

“He is a prisoner of war. He was captured in action,” said army spokesperson Maj. Felix
Kulayigye.

He declined to say where Kwoyelo was being held, but sources say he could be at an
undisclosed army detention centre.

“Kwoyelo is still receiving medical care, but he will be taken as a prisoner of war as soon
as he gets well,” Kulayigye said.

Only the Red Cross Society and human rights organisations have access to prisoners of
war.

Kwoyelo was captured in a battle at Ukwa in Garamba National Park in the Democratic
Republic of Congo in February.

He is the most senior commander captured by the UPDF during Operation Lightning
Thunder launched on December 14, 2008, after LRA leader Joseph Kony failed to sign the
final peace deal in Juba. Uganda has no record of prisoners of war and Kwoyelo would be
the first.

The former government of the late president Milton Obote took those captured during the
Luweero bush war to places called lodges at Luzira.

This was criticised by the public and the international community and the practice was
abandoned.

[back to contents]
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Egypt FM Challenges ICC to Execute Warrant Against Sudan’s Bashir
Sudan Tribune
April 16, 2009

The Egyptian foreign minister Ahmed Aboul-Gheit again criticized the
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International Criminal Court (ICC) over the arrest warrant issued for Sudanese
president Omer Hassan Al-Bashir last month.

 “The current situation [in Sudan] is one where everything has stopped” Aboul-Gheit said
in an interview with Russia Today Arabic TV.

“The ICC will not be able to force on the government in Sudan to cooperate with its
decision and this clear” he added.

Egypt has been one of the lead countries to object to the Judges’ decision on the Bashir
and have also been one of half a dozen countries to receive the Sudanese president after
the indictment.

The Egyptian foreign minister in the past has said that the arrest warrant is an issue not
endorsed by the UN Security Council (UNSC) and can therefore be discounted.

The UNSC issued resolution 1593 referring the Darfur situation to the ICC and decided
that Sudan government and warring parties will cooperate with it. However Khartoum
refused to recognize the jurisdictions of the court.

“The ICC will not be able to move in against Bashir or the government in Sudan and this
is clear. On the other hand I don’t expect the UNSC will deal with this issue firmly” the
Egyptian top diplomat said.

“There are powers that refuse the move of the ICC or its prosecutor against president
Bashir” he added.

Some observes pointed out that Egypt’s main worry over the ICC warrant against Bashir
that his 2nd Vice President Ali Osman Taha would take over bringing hard-line Islamists
back to power.

Taha is the secretary general of the Islamic movement in Sudan and he was considered
one of Turabi’s closest figures in the 90’s.

Aboul-Gheit said that there is a “period of calm” that should be utilized to bring the
Darfur warring parties together.

Egypt has proposed an international conference on Darfur but Sudanese officials have
expressed reluctance saying peace talks that started in the Arab Gulf state of Qatar with
Darfur Justice and Equality Movement (JEM).

Qatari foreign minister has hinted that Cairo is competing against his country in leading
Darfur peace initiatives.

Sudan to Hold Joint Talks on Darfur with French and British Officials
Sudan Tribune
April 18, 2009

Senior Sudanese officials will hold talks with French and British officials in Paris
next week to discuss the Darfur crisis and the International Criminal Court
(ICC) arrest warrant for President Omer Al- Bashir.

Sudan seeks to persuade France, United Kingdom and the United States to not veto any
future African and Arab demand to the United Nations Security Council to suspend the
ICC jurisdiction on Darfur war crimes.

A Sudanese delegation led by Presidential Assistant Nafi Ali Nafi will discuss the Darfur
conflict and the ICC arrest warrant in a joint meeting with French foreign minister
Bernard Kouchner and British Foreign Office Minister for Africa Lord Malloch Brown next
week.

Speaking to the official SUNA, Ambassador Abdel Bassit Al-Sanossi, the director of the
bilateral relations department at the foreign ministry added that the delegation will also
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tackle the implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement.

The visiting delegation which includes also the head of the security and intelligence
services Salah Gosh is expected in Paris on Tuesday April 21.

France and Britain support the ICC and asked the Sudanese government to cooperate
with it. They also say they could not undermine the independence of the war crimes
court. However they repeatedly said Khartoum should undertake serious steps to end the
conflict in Darfur and not impede the humanitarian action there.

On March 4th the judges of the Pre-Trial Chamber I at the ICC issued an arrest warrant
for Bashir on seven counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity, which include
murder, rape and torture.

Within two months the ICC prosecutor will present a report to the UN Security Council to
inform it about their activities on Darfur war crimes in accordance with Resolution 1593
that referred the case to the ICC in March 2005.

The prosecutor is expected to ask the 15 member Council to shoulder its responsibilities
and take the necessary measure to ensure Bashir’s arrest.

In his interview today, Al-Sanossi pointed out that there would be also separate talks with
French and British officials.

The troubled relations between Sudan and Chad are expected also to be on the agenda of
talks between Khartoum and Paris. The Chadian President Idris Deby reportedly deployed
troops along the border and accused Sudan of supporting rebels.

Sudan also said Deby is rearming Darfur rebels and refused to establish a joint force to
monitor the border as provided in Dakar agreement.

ICC Prosecutor   Calls for Isolating Sudan President
Sudan Tribune
April 19, 2009

The prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) Luis Moreno-Ocampo
urged the international community degrade contacts with Sudanese president
Omer Hassan Al-Bashir.

Last month the ICC judges approved the prosecutor’s request for an arrest warrant to be
issued against Bashir on seven counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity.

The majority of the judges in Pre-Trial Chamber I however said there was not sufficient
evidence to endorse charges of genocide.

The warrant drew widespread condemnation from Arab, Islamic and African countries,
even those who are members of the Rome Statute that forms the basis of the ICC.

“On practical terms the states must sever non-essential contacts with Bashir and degrade
diplomatic relations with his country and avoid attending any event with him [Bashir]”
Ocampo told the London based Al-Sharq Al-Awsat newspaper in an interview.

“His personal assets should be tracked and exposed imposing a state of isolation and
marginalization on him paving the way for his arrest” he added.

Despite the warrant Bashir managed to travel to a more than half a dozen countries
including Eritrea, Libya, Qatar, Egypt and Saudi Arabia meeting with most of its leaders.
None of these countries are members of the ICC and under resolution 1593 referring the
Darfur situation to the court, non-state parties have no obligations to apprehend the
Sudanese president.

However US officials who visited Khartoum have avoided meeting with Bashir including
special envoy to Sudan Scott Gration and Senator John Kerry. The UN Secretary General
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Ban Ki-Moon has made no contacts with the Sudanese president since the indictment.

An embarrassing moment occurred last month in Qatar during a lunch banquet when the
Brazilian president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva declined to sit next to the Sudanese president
and abruptly left the hall.

The ICC prosecutor acknowledged that apprehending Bashir may take time but told the
newspaper “that his destiny is to face justice”.

He refused criticism that his move against Bashir complicated Darfur crisis through
Khartoum’s decision to expel aid groups immediately after the warrant.

“The prosecutor cannot remain silent on extermination. Silence will not help the victims
but will help the criminals” Ocampo said.

The Argentinean born lawyer dismissed any talk of a compromise allowing to drop the
case against Bashir in return for handing over lesser suspects wanted by the ICC.

“My office does not engage in political negotiations” he said.

Asked about his appeal on the charges of genocide, Ocampo asserted that the evidence
in his possession shows that forces following Bashir’s orders are deliberately attacking
civilians and imposing life conditions intended to bring about their physical destruction.

The judges have yet to rule on the appeal submitted last month. The Pre-Trial Chamber
has been reconstituted and new judges have been admitted to review the Darfur case.

Sudan refuses to recognize the jurisdiction of the court and insists that its judiciary is
capable of looking into the alleged crimes committed in Darfur.

ICC Prosecutor Adds New Name(s) to Case Against Darfur Rebels
Sudan Tribune
April 20, 2009

April 19, 2009 (WASHINGTON) — The prosecution at the International Criminal
Court (ICC) submitted a new application for the issuance of a summons to
appear against rebel leaders suspected of leading an attack on African
peacekeeper. According to documents published on the court’s website the ICC
prosecutor Luis Moreno- Ocampo makes reference to a previously unpublicized
request filed on March 27 to ICC judges under Article 58 of the Rome Statute
which deals with arrest warrants and summons to appear.

The redacted filing by the prosecutor last week provides the judges with additional
information on questions they raised regarding the initial application against the rebels
submitted last November.

The ICC’s third case on Darfur, opened in late 2007, investigates an alleged rebel attack
on the Haskanita military base that left 10 African Union (AU) soldiers dead and one
missing.

The counts against the three unnamed rebel commanders in the case filed under seal
included war crimes of violence to life, intentionally directing attacks against personnel,
installations, material, units or vehicles involved in a peacekeeping mission and pillaging.

The prosecutor’s office has been pressing the judges for months to make a quick decision
on the November case citing the good prospects for the suspects to appear voluntarily in
court.

However the judges at the Pre-Trial Chamber I rejected the requests saying the case is
too complex and that they are occupied with reviewing another case against Sudanese
president Omer Hassan Al- Bashir for whom they issued an arrest warrant on March 4th.

Furthermore the Pre-Trial Chamber I constitution has been changed and two judges were
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replaced. This generally means that more time is required for the new judges to get
familiar with the Darfur case.

The second part of last week’s filing by the ICC prosecutor asks the judges for “expedited
consideration” of his March 27th application.

“The Prosecution is of the view that given the current real prospects of ensuring the
appearance of [Redacted] before the Court, [Redacted], the Prosecution respectfully
requests that the PTC expedites its consideration of the Application” the filing read.

Ocampo also ask the judges to issue a summons to appear rather than an arrest warrant
on the March 27th case.

It is not clear if the judges will treat the request any differently from the previous one.
But this month the ICC prosecutor Fatou Bensouda speaking at the diplomatic hearing
this month said that her office hopes “to have a decision from the Judges this month” on
the rebels case.

Bensouda said that given the public stances by the Darfur rebels in which they committed
to cooperating with the ICC “judicial proceedings could start soon”.

If the suspects end up appearing in The Hague it will likely place some countries
particularly African states in a difficult position.

The arrest warrant issued for the Sudanese president received criticism from many
countries in Africa on the grounds that it compromises the Darfur peace process.

Furthermore some African politicians including African Union (AU) Commission
Chairperson accused the court of being biased against the continent in its selection of
cases. A meeting of African ICC members is scheduled in June to discuss withdrawing
from the court.

The AU has called on the UN Security Council (UNSC) to invoke Article 16 of the Rome
Statute and suspend the case against Bashir.

But the victims of the attack on the African peacekeepers came from Nigeria, Mali,
Senegal and Botswana.

It will be difficult to see the AU not supporting the ICC case against those figures believed
to be behind killing of their own troops in Darfur.

The AU Peace and Security Council issued a statement in the aftermath of the attack
stressing "the urgent need to bring the culprits to international justice"

Sudan: Groups Task Yar’Adua on Darfur Aid
This Day (Nigeria) via AllAfrica.Com
By Yemi Babalola
April 23, 2009

Amnesty International and twelve Nigerian civil society groups have called on
President Umaru Yar'Adua to take a strong position on Sudan; over the recent
expulsion of humanitarian aid agencies from Darfur and attacks against human
rights defenders by the government.

The groups insisted that Nigeria must step in as a big brother to make the Sudanese
government reverse its decision, while further steps should not be taken to aggravate the
situation.

Government was also enjoined to work closely with other AU members to put pressure on
the Sudanese government to respect norms of International human rights and
humanitarian law in Darfur.

These positions were taken at a press conference in Lagos addressed on behalf of the
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groups by the Executive Director of the Socio-Economic Rights & Accountability Project
(SERAP), Mr. Adetokunbo Mumini.

The groups warned that millions of people in Darfur would die of hunger and diseases,
unless the government of Sudan allows aid organisations resume their operations in the
war-torn country.

They called on the government of Sudan to stop the harassment and intimidation of
human rights defenders and staff of national and international aid and human rights
organisations.

"The government of President Yar'Adua have not demonstrated the required leadership
and authority to put pressure on the Sudanese authorities to allow expelled aid
organisations to resume their operations in Darfur. This is unacceptable, especially given
Nigeria's role and contribution to the African Union (AU) and its contribution of troops to
Darfur."

They also made a call to the African Union and African leaders to act swiftly to avert an
unprecedented human disaster and to ensure that the threat by the Sudanese
government is withdrawn. According to them, "a continual denial of its population food,
water, health, will only lead Sudan to another human tragedy."

The Nigerian groups include SERAP; Access to Justice; Alliances for Africa; Committee for
Defence of Human Rights (CDHR); Human Rights Law Service (HURILAWS); Partnership
for Justice (PJ); West African Bar Association (WABA); and Women's Consortium of
Nigeria (WOCON), Centre for Rule of Law (CENTROLAW); National Association of
Democratic Lawyers (NADL); and the Women Advocates Research & Documentation
Centre (WARDC).

The UN estimates that about 4.8 million people will be affected by the decision of the
Sudanese government. More than 300,000 people have died so far from the conflict and
2.7 million people have been displaced. The 16 aid organisations were expelled on March
4 following the issue by International Criminal Court warrant of arrest against the
president.

[back to contents]
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40 percent of children in rebel captivity suffer PTSD
UGPulse.com
April 13, 2009

A study of 1,100 abductees in Uganda has found post traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) among 40 per cent of those who stayed in captivity for more than one
month.

According to Elisabeth Schauer, who has worked with former child soldiers and is the
director of the German NGO Vivo International, 27 per cent of the children who stayed
with rebels for less than a month also suffered PTSD.

The psychologist was speaking at the trial of Congolese militia leader Thomas Lubanga.
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Lubanga, who headed the Union of Congolese Patriots, UPC, and its militia, is on trial at
the International Criminal Court, ICC, for recruiting child soldiers during 2002 and 2003.

Judge Adrian Fulford asked Schauer whether those suffering from PTSD could have a
reliable recollection of events and be able to narrate them in a consistent, chronological
order.

Schauer replied that they could not remember single incidents without the whole memory
coming back to them. As a result, they were often uncomfortable talking about traumatic
experiences, she said.

Schauer said child soldiers are cheaper to recruit and maintain than adults. She said they
are also considered fearless and more willing to fight, and are easily indoctrinated
because of their lack of ability to appreciate danger.

When Prosecutor Nicole Samson asked why children were considered fearless, the
witnesses responded that African society is very hierarchical and young people always
followed the orders of adults.

She said some children in sub-Saharan Africa also believed in the spiritual power of their
leaders, adding that it was possible they may fear that the spirit of their commander
could follow them home if they testified against him.

Journalist Recalls Disturbing Prison Ordeal
Institute for War and Peace Reporting
By Héritier Maila
April 20, 2009

Hell. That’s how journalist Ngoy Kikungula wa Maloba sums up the hunger, fear
and misery he experienced during his six months in a Congolese prison.

Released a month ago, Kikungula, editor of the Lubumbashi newspaper Le Lushois, was
arrested after publishing an article about Rwandan rebels advancing on the Katangan
capital.

The story upset the local authorities, and he was taken to a Lubumbashi military prison,
just the beginning of his ordeal. Kikungula told IWPR that his first glimpse of the other
inmates and their surroundings was shocking.

“What did I see behind the door? Imps. Dirty, skinny with red and threatening eyes,
almost naked, walking in a room with a repulsive odour caused by hemp smoke,
cigarettes, urine, faeces and people who haven’t washed for a very long time,” said
Kikungula.“It is just like hell. The only one missing is the devil, to push you inside with
his fork.”

He was deposited in small room, 7 by 3 metres, packed with 120 other prisoners. As
night fell, the conditions deteriorated further when a can filled with urine overflowed,
soaking those who slept nearby. “There was no air. To breathe, you have to be close to
the bars but to get there you have to fight,” said Kikungula.

And the next morning brought little relief. It became clear there was no food, water,
medicine or access to healthcare. Inmates under escort are often forced to forage for
food and drink outside the prison. The lucky few have families living nearby who can help
out.

Kikungula said the visitors began arriving at noon to bring food, “One by one, women
give to the soldiers the food they brought … and they give it to the person concerned. But
most of the detainees have no visits, hence no food. They must satisfy themselves with
crumbs left by those who have eaten.”

At 6 pm he said the prisoners were ordered to buy a plastic bag and two cigarettes.
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“I’m told that we can go to the toilet only once a day, at 5 am. The guy at my left tells
me that when you need to relieve yourself, you stand up and defecate in the bag. Before
that, you give a cigarette to the person in front of you and to the person behind you so
they won’t smell it. What a hell,” he recalled.

Civilians like Kikungula are often held at military prisons and vice versa, with soldiers
accused of crimes held in civilian facilities where they mix with the general population
including children. There are even babies who come with their mothers, either in pre-trial
detention or serving long sentences.

The appalling conditions in the Lubumbashi prisons are repeated around the Congo,
prompting detainees – as the only way to avoid this misery and possible death – to
organise frequent escapes with all risks entailed.

The poor state of Congo's prisons and its judiciary in general has cast serious doubts on
its ability to try those accused of committing war crimes during the recent conflicts that
have ravaged the country. The International Criminal Court, ICC, stepped in in 2004 and
now has four Congolese in custody. A fifth man, Bosco Ntaganda, is indicted but remains
at large.

Kikungula was transferred after two weeks to a civilian facility, Kasapa, about six
kilometres from the Lubumbashi city centre. Kikungula told IWPR that Kasapa was better
than the military prison but is feared by all Lushoi, residents of Lubumbashi, as inmates
there are reported to eat mice and cockroaches to ward off starvation.

“When I see the prison wall, more than three metres high, I understand that from now
on, I’m really a prisoner,” he said.

It was 20 days after his arrest before Kikungula saw his family who arrived with a much
needed mattress and supplies. Congolese prisoners are usually not provided with bedding
and most sleep on the bare ground. “They brought me a foam rubber mattress, bed
sheets, two saucepans, a brazier, a flour bag, a bottle of oil, some salted fish and some
money, just enough to buy a few items at the prison market,” he said.

A group of “100 scrawny prisoners, more dead than alive” made a big impression on
Kikungula during his time at Kasapa. He said they were the remains of a large group of
soldiers, many of whom had died since arriving. “Starvation and illness wiped them out.
Had the Red Cross done nothing, they would have all died,” he said.

The Red Cross is working with Katangan government and prison authorities to try and
improve conditions for the inmates. It hosted a three-day round table in March attended
by provincial government representatives and eight provincial prison directors to discuss
prison management.

Participants urged the authorities to renovate decaying buildings like Kasapa and build
new facilities to replace the warehouse and sheds that currently house some prisoners.

"This round table is a continuation of our work on behalf of detainees," said Thierry
Schreyer, an ICRC protection coordinator. "Although we are delighted at the quality of our
dialogue with the different parties, there are ongoing problems which require urgent
action – prison sanitation and hygiene, detainees’ access to medical care and the
administration of justice.”

There has been some progress in Katanga. The provincial minister in charge of prisons,
Jean Marie Dikanga Kazadi, has pledged more money to improve facilities in four prisons
– Kasapa, Buluo, Kipushi and Kalemie.

He promised major improvements. “Renovation works will be conducted in the prisons,”
said Dikanga Kazadi. “We also plan the creation of a prison police in order to secure the
prisons. Prisons will be equipped with a vehicle for the transportation of detainees and
some handicraft tools for carpentry, sewing and brick manufacturing. Training sessions
will be organised for prison employees.”



After six months in “hell”, Kikungula is home. He was released after a trial at which he
was found guilty of slander and ordered to pay a fine.

Court Focuses on Witness Protection
LubangaTrial.org
By Wairagala Wakabi
April 21, 2009

As the International Criminal Court (ICC) prepares to resume the trial of
accused Congolese militia leader Thomas Lubanga in early May, witness
protection has emerged as a key concern.

This was immediately apparent when the prosecution’s first witness recanted his story
and told the court that he had been coached on what to say by members of an aid
organization.

The witness was excused from the stand, but later returned and continued his testimony
after he was shielded in the courtroom from Lubanga’s gaze.

While this was viewed as an initial setback, the prosecution has recovered, according to
observers, and appears to be back on track.

Subsequent witnesses considered vulnerable to intimidation have been similarly shielded
or have provided testimony in closed chambers.  

After 11 weeks of trial, prosecutors at the ICC have confirmed that their two main
challenges are the need to ensure protection for vulnerable witnesses and the need to
ensure the proper conditions for such witnesses to testify in court.

“We are continuously working with the Victims and Witnesses Unit of the court to take
adequate protection measures wherever and whenever they are needed,” said Beatrice Le
Fraper, special adviser to the ICC prosecutor.

“Should there be a doubt regarding the security of a witness, we will not call him or her,”
Le Fraper said.

Since the January 26, 2009 start of the trial, 17 witnesses have testified and the
prosecution hopes to call 13 more when the trial resumes on May 5.

The witnesses included former child soldiers and their relatives, former commanders and
bodyguards who worked close to Lubanga, and others involved in the conflict in the Ituri
region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Two experts - a historian and a clinical psychologist - have also testified.

Lorraine Smith of the International Bar Association (IBA ), said that the court’s
prosecutors have worked hard to protect witnesses who may be vulnerable and must
travel long distances to testify.

Both the prosecution and the defense are making “tremendous effort” not to re-
traumatize witnesses, Smith said. “Everyone is being quite cautious in terms of not trying
to overstretch the witnesses.”

Nonetheless, the defense has been able to challenge the credibility of some witnesses
due to conflicts between the witnesses’ previous statements and their testimony in court.

Smith praised the court’s recent decision to allow the Lubanga defense team more time
to prepare its case following the prosecution’s case.

“Although we think some of the major witnesses have already been called for the
prosecution,” Smith said, “it is important that the accused has enough time to confer with
his lawyers to ensure the trial is fair.”
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Despite the additional time for the defense, Le Fraper was confident of the prosecution’s
case.

“We believe we have presented evidence to prove that Lubanga is responsible for
enlisting and conscripting children under the age of 15 and for using them to participate
actively in hostilities,” said Le Fraper.

“We saw and heard compelling evidence, including the testimony of seven former child
soldiers who described the modus operandi of Mr. Lubanga in abducting children under
the age of 15, training them under unspeakable conditions, and using them to attack
civilians,” Le Fraper said.

The court also heard testimony about children being beaten, tortured, raped, and killed
during these activities, she said, and of “children who in turn beat, tortured, raped, and
killed upon the instruction of Lubanga.”

Others have also expressed satisfaction with the progress of the trial.

“So far we don’t have any concerns about either the efficiency or the fairness of the trial,”
said Param-Preet Singh, a counsel with Human Rights Watch in New York.

Singh attributed the efficiency to the court’s judicial oversight.

“The presiding judge seems to have a pretty good control over the courtroom,” Singh
said.

The trial judges “are really keeping a close eye on how witnesses are questioned, and the
direction of the questioning, making sure that things remain on point,” she said.

With the exception of the prosecution’s first witness who retracted his testimony, but later
testified, the trial had been without incident, Singh said.

“And with all the problems that the Lubanga case had up until the trial started,” she
noted, referring to months of procedural delays, “it’s good that nothing remarkable
happened when the prosecution was questioning witnesses.”

“It is good for the perception of the Lubanga trial overall,” Singh said.

Procedural delays were to be expected and may have actually helped the trial move
smoothly, said Mariana Pena, of the International Federation for Human Rights.

“There were lots of procedural issues before the trial started,” Pena said, “and that is why
it makes sense that (the trial) moves fast now. We have seen more testimony than
procedural issues.”

“It is important to have a fair and fast trial for the accused,” Pena said. “My sense is that
it has been progressing well.”

[back to contents]
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April 14, 2009

Trial Chamber II of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR ),
Wednesday starts hearing the last four prosecution witnesses in the genocide
case of the former Rwandan Lieutenant Ildephonse Hategekimana.

Cameroonian Prosecuting Counsel, William Egbe, told Hirondelle News Agency Tuesday
that he has already fielded 16 prosecution witnesses and that only four were left
including one factual witness and three others who would testify via video link from
Kigali, Rwanda.

According to Egbe, the Chamber, which is Presided by Judge Arlette Ramaroson from
Madagascar, would start hearing testimony of a protected prosecution witness, code-
named ‘'BYS'' , on Wednesday morning via video link.

Most part of the hearing of prosecution witnesses was in closed sessions. The trial started
on March 16, 2009.  

Accused of genocide, complicity to genocide, murder and rape, the army officer who
commanded the small military camp of Ngoma, Butare, southern Rwanda, in 1994, was
accused of personally directing murderous attacks against ethnic Tutsis and rapes.

A native of Mugina, in the former prefecture of Gitarama, central Rwanda, Hategekimana,
who has pleaded not guilty, was part of the five defendants that the ICTR Prosecutor,
Hassan Bubacar Jallow, sought in vain to have them tried in Rwanda.

ICTR Trial Chamber to hear witness in Kigali
Hirondelle News Agency
April 17, 2009

A total of 17 prosecution witnesses have so far testified in the genocide trial
against the former Rwandan Lieutenant Ildephonse Hategekimana before the
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).

Cameroonian Prosecuting Counsel, William Egbe, told Hirondelle News Agency Friday that
the 18th witness would testify next Monday from Kigali in Rwanda, where ICTR Judge,
Joseph Masanche of Tanzania, would hear the evidence solo. The witness code-named
‘'QX'', to protect his identity, was reportedly ill and could not come to Arusha to testify.

According to the attorney, the last prosecution witness was scheduled to be heard on
either, May 1st or 4th, 2009. The trial began on March 16, this year.

Accused of genocide, complicity to genocide, murder and rape, the officer who
commanded the small military camp of Ngoma, in Butare, southern Rwanda, in 1994, is
accused of personally directing murderous attacks against Tutsis and committing rapes.

A native of Mugina, in the former prefecture of Gitarama, central Rwanda, Hategekimana,
who has pleaded not guilty, was part of the five defendants that the ICTR prosecutor,
Hassan Bubacar Jallow, sought in vain to have them tried by Rwandan courts.

Meanwhile, two Trial Chambers next Monday will hear closing arguments in two different
cases involving seven accused.

This included the longest and largest trial at the UN Tribunal namely Butare Trial with six
defendants including the only woman to be indicted for genocide case, Pauline
Nyiramasuhuko, former Rwandan minister for Family and Women Affairs.

Counsels will also present closing remarks in the case against former Rwandan Cabinet
Director in the ministry of Interior, Calixte Kalimanzira.

And at last the hearing of genocide case against former Rwandan business man, Yusuf
Munyakazi,74, will commence next Wednesday, Roland Amoussouga, ICTR Spokesman

http://www.hirondellenews.com/content/view/3195/532/


Confirmed.

According to Munyakazi's lead counsel, Professor Jwani Mwaikusa of Tanzania, the trial
was earlier planned to begin on Monday, but he requested to be pushed on technical
grounds.

He also said that he has not determined how many witnesses he would line up. The
prosecution is expected to present at least 20 witnesses.

This is second new trial to begin this year.

ICTR Appeals judge steps down
Hirondelle News Agency
April 21, 2009

One of the most charismatic judges of the Appeals Court of the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), Mohamed Shahabuddeen ,77, has stepped
down   after serving the UN international courts for about a decade, reports
Hirondelle Agency..

The Chief of ICTR Public Affairs and Information Unit, Bocar Sy, confirmed to Hirondelle
Agency of Shahabudden's resignation.

A native of Guyana, Judge Shahabuddeen joined the International Criminal Tribunal for
former Yogoslavia (ICTY) in June 1997 and shortly afterwards was elected as ICTR
appeals court judge

"He has contributed much to the course of international criminal justice for which he will
be dearly remembered," said the ICTR President, Justice Dennis Byron.

Judge Shahabuddeen had also served between February 1988 and February 1997 as a
Judge of the International Court of Justice, the highest judicial body of the United
Nations.

This international judicial experience followed an impressive national career during which
Judge Shahabuddeeen held various positions: private counsel (1954-1959), Magistrate
(1959), Crown Counsel (1959-1962), Solicitor-General (1962-1973), Attorney-General
(1973-1987) and Minister of Legal Affairs (1978-1987).

Between 1978 and 1987, Judge Shahabuddeen also acted on various occasions as
Minister for Foreign Affairs and held other governmental positions, including First Deputy
Prime Minister and Vice-President.

Author of numerous articles and books, Judge Shahabuddeen is a member of several
associations, including the Institut de droit international, the Société française pour le
droit international, the International Academy of Comparative Law, the African Society of
International and Comparative Law and the Indian Society of International Law.

Judge Shahabuddeen has also submitted his resignation from the International Criminal
Court (ICC).

He had been elected by the Assembly of States Parties in January 2009 for a nine year
term of office as a judge, scheduled to commence on 11 March.

Butare trial: Prosecution seeks maximum jail for Rwanda genocide accused
Hirondelle News Agency
April 21, 2009

The Prosecutor of International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) Tuesday
exhorted for maximum sentence of imprisonment against six accused of 1994
genocide in a joint trial dubbed "Butare", the largest and longest in the 15-year
history of the UN Court.
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The accused are all hailing from Butare prefecture, southern Rwanda, one of the last
areas to succumb to the bloody deaths between April and July, 1994.

"The defendants committed calculated, cold blooded and executed in a methodical
manner the killings," claimed the prosecuting counsel, Holo Makwaia.

In her closing arguments on the second and final day, the Tanzanian attorney stated that
the prosecution has proved beyond any reasonable doubts that the six accused were
responsible for the mass murders and incitement to commit the heinous killings.

The accused in the trial include Pauline Nyiramasuhuko, former Rwandan Minister for
Family and Women Affairs-- and the only woman to be indicted for genocide by the UN
Tribunal-- and her son, Arsene Shalom Ntahobali, former alleged head of the notorious
interahamwe militia.

 Others are: two ex-Governors, Sylvain Nsabimana and Alphonse Nteziryayo; and two
former Mayors--Joseph Kanyabashi and Eli Ndayambaje.

 ‘'The most appropriate sentence in respect of each of the accused is imprisonment for
the remainder of their lives,'' Makwaia suggested before the three-bench judges, presided
by Tanzanian Judge, William Sekule.

Earlier, the prosecuting attorney elaborated how accused - Kanyabashi--was heard by
several witnesses in various meetings in Ngoma commune and Butare town, urging
openly extermination of Tutsi population following an address of the then Interim
President , Theodore Sindikubwabo, on 19 April, 1994.    

Arthia Alexis, another ICTR attorney, who presented closing arguments against
Nteziryayo, told the Chamber, with support witnesses' testimonies, that accused [
Nteziryayo] was responsible for civil defence program targeting to kill Tutsis; trained
interahamwe militia; participated actively in the killings of Tutsis; ordered road blocks;
and made inciting speeches in May 1994.

The defence teams have now began their submissions, expected to last until end of the
month.

Nicole Bergevin, Canadian lead defence counsel for Nyiramasuhuko, was the first to begin
her final submissions Tuesday evening.

The trial opened in June 2001.

ICTR Prosecution seeks life sentence for Genocide suspect
The New Times
By Gashegu Muramira
April 22, 2009

The Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda
(ICTR) yesterday requested the court to give a life sentence to former Cabinet
Director in the Rwandan Interior Ministry, Callixte Kalimanzira.

Kalimanzira is charged with Genocide, Complicity in Genocide and Direct and Public
Incitement to Commit Genocide. He is largely accused for his alleged personal
involvement and supervision of massacres in Butare, Southern Province during the 1994
Genocide against the Tutsi.

During the closing arguments, Prosecutor Ousman Jammeh described the evidence
prosecution has against the accused as irrefutable, adding that Kalimanzira, like many
other convicted former politicians, deserved to be jailed for life.

“The Prosecutor submits that Callixte Kalimanzira should be sentenced to imprisonment
for the rest of his life for the crimes of which he is charged,” he said.

http://www.newtimes.co.rw/index.php?issue=13872&article=15084


Kalimanzira is also alleged to have supported policies of the interim government which
planned and supervised the Genocide that left over one million people dead within 100
days.

Prosecution of the Tanzania based UN Court that was established to try masterminds of
the Genocide also accuses Kalimanzira of using his influence to incite the massacres of
the Tutsi in his native region in the Southern Province.

Jammeh added that given the sentencing practice of the ICTR, a life sentence is the only
punishment that would reflect the gravity of his direct and individual responsibility of
killing the Tutsi in Butare and the country in general.

The life sentence is the heaviest punishment the 15-year old court can pass.

“He personally issued orders to set roadblocks; he instigated and armed Hutus to kill
Tutsis whom he consistently referred to as their only enemy. The right to life of the Tutsi
people was denied,” the Prosecutor added.

The prosecution added that there was no mitigating factor in the accused’s case but that
there was instead an aggravating factor because Kalimanzira abused his position of
authority in society yet he had a responsibility to promote peace and reconciliation.

Jammeh said that the accused didn’t show any remorse or admit guilt for his conduct and
described his arrest as a purported claim that he voluntarily surrendered to the tribunal.

“There is irrefutable evidence before this Chamber that he was in fact trapped by the
ICTR tracking team of the Office of the Prosecutor (OTP) in Nairobi Kenya which made his
purported surrender a mere academic exercise,” Jammeh said.

The Prosecution listed individuals like Elias Niyitegeka, Juvenal Kajelijeli, Emmanuel
Ndidabahizi, and Jean de Dieu Kamuhanda, all former cabinet ministers, who are serving
  life sentences and said that Kalimanzira didn’t deserve anything less because he carried
out similar heinous crimes in 1994.

Born in 1953 in Muganza Commune, Southern Province, Kalimanzira was trained as an
agronomist and held several top positions in the former Rwandan government.

Life sentence light for Seromba, say survivors
The New Times
By Dan Ngabonziza
April 22, 2009

The life sentence handed to father Athanase Seromba, who sanctioned the
massacres at the Nyange Church during the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi, is
a light sentence, survivors say.

With sullen expression, few survivors who escaped the attack say, God ‘will never forgive
Seromba for his crimes’.

Before the killings started, many Tutsi had run to the church hoping the killers could not
attack the house of God, but their ‘shepherd’ sanctioned their death.

Seromba, a former priest of the Nyange Church was sentenced to life imprisonment by
the Arusha based International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).

However, many survivors say the jail sentence given to him did not match his crimes, and
God will ‘punish him severely for betraying his flock.’

Life sentence is the strongest punishment the ICTR can give, according to the law.

“What he did was a taboo to God. I am sure (God) will never forgive him,” one of the
survivors said.

http://www.newtimes.co.rw/index.php?issue=13871&article=15050


Speaking last Thursday during a memorial for hundreds of Tutsi who were killed at
Nyange Church, survivors and witnesses who recounted their ordeal said they were
disappointed with the verdict.

More than 10,000 Tutsi are buried at Nyange Genocide Memorial Site. The memorial is
built on the foundation of the former church.

“When Seromba heard that Tutsi were hiding in his church, he ordered for its immediate
destruction. He said that the Hutu were many and could construct a new church,” a
witness who was 14 years then, narrated.

Ildephonse Maniraguha, said when the Tutsi arrived at the church seeking refuge on April
7, 1994, father Seromba led them into the church - which became their death trap.

‘He did all this under the help of Col. Nzapfurundi (now in exile),’ Maniraguha said.

After they had entered the church, Maniraguha continued, Seromba ordered the victims
to be starved, before he later ordered the church to be leveled using a bulldozer. The
church came crashing down on the 2000 refugees.

‘They spent days from April 7 to 14, 1994 without food or drinks. They were suffocating
helplessly,’ he said.

After starving for seven days, the survivors say, Seromba organised a special meeting at
which a plan to raze down the church was hatched.

Maniraguha says he saw bulldozers approaching the church on April 14 1994, which
moments later, pulled down the wall close to the altar.

Emeritha Nyirurugo , is another survivor of the church carnage. When the rubble started
falling, she says, she moved slowly to dodge the falling debris.

“It became unbearable when the whole church was destroyed and whoever attempted to
escape was hacked or shot to death,’ she recounted with tears rolling down her face.

Nyirurugo lost conscious for about six hours, and when she regained her senses she was
thirsty but couldn’t get water to drink.

‘As I shook my body trying to get out of the rubble, the militias came and put all the
church chairs on top of me. They sat on top of them and started pounding me,’ she said.

Fortunately, the Interahamwe left the church for a short break late in the evening and
that was when Nyirurugo escaped.  

Fifteen years after the Genocide, Nyange Catholic Christians pray from a makeshift
church supported by old wooden pillars – and covered by perforated sheets.

Father Seromba was first sentenced to 15 years in jail in 2006. However, prosecution
contested the verdict. He was sentenced to life in jail after appeal.
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Prosecutors Oppose Motion to Acquit Former Liberian President
Voice of America
By Scott Stearns
April 9, 2009

Prosecutors in the war crimes trial of former Liberian president Charles Taylor
oppose a defense motion to acquit him of charges relating to his alleged
involvement in Sierra Leone's civil war. Mr. Taylor's lawyers say prosecutors
have failed to prove the case against him.

Prosecution counsel Brenda Hollis says Mr. Taylor's participation in Sierra Leone's civil war
contributed directly to crimes against humanity including murder, rape, and enslavement.

"When you look at the evidence, you really could not have started this conflict in Sierra
Leone without his involvement. He provided the means, he provided the men - many of
the men - he provided commanders early on," she said.

 Hollis says Mr. Taylor's provision of radio equipment allowed the rebel Revolutionary
United Front to use limited resources more efficiently. She says many of the fighters his
men helped train at the start of the conflict rose to become senior rebel commanders.

"The continuing strategic and tactical advice, direction and encouragement provided by
the accused enabled them to efficiently and effectively achieve their strategic objectives.
And the additional assistance also enabled them to sustain and maintain a campaign of
terror in Sierra Leone," she said.

In 2nd row, Revolutionary United Front (RUF) defendants accused of war crimes in the
1991-2002 conflict in Sierra Leone appear at opening trials of Special Court for Sierra
Leone in Freetown.

Mr. Taylor is facing an 11-count indictment alleging that he led RUF rebels across the
border and acted as their effective leader for much of Sierra Leone's 10-year civil war.

Opening his defense this week, Mr. Taylor's counsel asked judges to acquit the former
Liberian rebel leader because they say prosecutors have not shown any evidence linking
him to the planning, instigation, or execution of war crimes.

While conceding that Mr. Taylor supplied arms and ammunition to rebels in Sierra Leone,
defense counsel Morris Anyah told the court that there is no evidence his client had direct
intent that his actions would lead to the commission of a crime.

"Your honors, if you examine closely the evidence that has been presented and you
examine the appropriate legal elements, you will find the evidence lacking," he said.

Arguing against the defense motion to acquit Mr. Taylor, Hollis told judges that at this
point they need find only that evidence presented could support a conviction, not that it
ultimately will. She cited the testimony of a witness who said rebel leader Foday Sankoh
told Mr. Taylor about plans to disrupt Sierra Leone's 1996 elections.

"The offensive would be to make people fearful and anybody who was captured would be
amputated and they would ask the person to take his hands off the election. And that in
response to this information," she said. "Charles Taylor indicated that the plan was not a
bad one. And that Foday Sankoh then communicated to his commanders that he had
explained this plan to Charles Taylor, and Charles Taylor said it was not a bad plan at all,"
she concluded.

The prosecution's indictment says Mr. Taylor helped develop and execute a joint criminal
enterprise to control Sierra Leone's diamond wealth and topple the government in
Freetown. He has pled not guilty.

The Freetown session of the special court jointly established by the United Nations and
the government of Sierra Leone handed down its final judgments Wednesday. It
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sentenced the three most senior surviving members of the rebel RUF to prison terms of
between 52 and 25 years for murder, sexual enslavement, and attacks against U.N.
troops.

Mr. Taylor's trial was moved to The Hague because of fears that his supporters might
disrupt proceedings held in neighboring Sierra Leone.

Judges are expected to rule on the defense "Motion for Judgment of Acquittal" in the next
few days. If the motion is denied and the trial continues, defense lawyers say Mr. Taylor
will be their first witness.

Sierra Leone: Special Court Receives Funding Reprieve
IRIN
April 14, 2009

The Special Court for Sierra Leone has received US$6.5 million in new
contributions – enough, court registrar Herman von Hebel says, to avoid a
shortfall that could have enabled former Liberian leader and war crimes
defendant Charles Taylor to go free.

In March the court forecasted that funds would run out at the end of April, leading to
concern that Taylor’s trial could be delayed or discontinued, according to Special Court
(SCSL) prosecutor Stephen Rapp.

“I could have the best evidence in the world, I could have the strongest advocacy, but if
we ran out of funds, the court might have to let the accused go,” Rapp told IRIN.

“You can't hold them if you don't have the resources to finish the trial. I don't want that
to happen.”

The recent donations will allow the court to continue functioning through June, according
to von Hebel. Other contributions are expected to come through in the coming months.
The court has said it needs $28 million for 2009.

Anger

Many Sierra Leoneans are angry at how much the court has cost. “My whole family was
displaced during the war. I needed money to build a new home, to send my children to
school, to feed my family – we are living in poverty here. What has been the point of all
this spending [on the court]? Why does it need more money?” Alison Turay, who lives in
Kroo Bay slum in the capital, Freetown, told IRIN.

Victims of the conflict in Makeni, 120km east of Freetown, told IRIN that while they
supported the work of the Special Court, programmes to help Sierra Leoneans recover
their lives should also not be overlooked by donors.

Up to 100,000 Sierra Leoneans – among them amputees and other war-wounded, victims
of sexual violence, war widows and children who are eligible for post-war reparations –
have yet to receive any compensation. The National Commission for Social Action
(NACSA), which is running the reparations programme, has less than $3.5 million to run
the programme in 2009-10 – far less than the $14 million it requires.

 I could have the best evidence in the world, I could have the strongest advocacy, but if
we ran out of funds, the court might have to let the accused goFunding voluntary

Unlike the international tribunals for Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia, where funding
by UN members is stipulated, funding for the Special Court for Sierra Leone – a unique
hybrid national/international body – is voluntary.

The SCSL’s mandate is also limited, focusing on “persons who bear the greatest
responsibility for serious violations of international humanitarian law and Sierra Leonean
law” from 1996 to the end of the 11-year civil war in January 2002. Thirteen people were
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indicted by the court.

Financial squeeze

Von Hebel said sluggish funding does not mean dwindling support for the court’s work.
“The political will is still there, but the financial means are more limited.”

With similar tribunals now starting in Lebanon and Cambodia, there is more demand for
money for international justice at a time when donors are facing the global financial
crunch, Dominic Stanton with the British High Commission in Freetown told IRIN.

The last trial to be held in Sierra Leone is nearing completion; three former leaders of the
rebel Revolutionary United Front were sentenced on 8 April and appeals are expected to
be completed by October. Charles Taylor’s trial is taking place in The Hague.  

Von Hebel expects Taylor’s trial to wrap up at the end of 2009, with sentencing and
appeals continuing through 2010.

The court's budget will drop to $12.7 million in 2010, he said.

The Fundamental Right of Issa Sesay was Denied, his Lawyer Claims
Awareness Times
By Bintu A. Sesay
April 14, 2009

"I do not believe that the totality of the evidence before the Trial Chamber was
reflected in the judgment", says Lead Counsel for RUF convict Issa Hassan
Sesay, at a press conference on Thursday 9th April 2008, at the Sierra Leone
News Agency (SLENA). He was reacting to the sentencing of his client to a 52-
year imprisonment, by the Special Court for Sierra Leone. According to Mr.
Jordash who clearly registered his disappointment at the stance taken by
Judges of the Trial Chamber to sentence his client to such a long term, said his
client was 38 years old when he became the interim leader of the Revolutionary
United Front (RUF) in August 2000, at the request of ECOWAS Heads of States.

He went on to state that his client was best known for pushing the RUF Movement
through disarmament, and for his critical role in the peace process. Expressing
disappointment with both the conviction and sentencing of his client, Mr. Jordash pointed
out that "the Defence case was built largely on evidences of civilians, people working as
farmers, teachers, nurses, palm wine sellers - who left their homes to travel to Freetown
to speak on Sesay’s behalf.

The Defense Witnesses, Mr. Jordash maintained, all told a consistent story that in areas
where Issa Sesay had command and control, civilians were well-treated and that any
rebel fighter who committed a crime against any civilian was punished.

Mr. Jordash made it clear that Sesay’s Defence is not averse to the fact that terrible
crimes were committed against Sierra Leoneans by parties to the conflict, but noted that
justice demands a link between Sesay & the crimes committed during operations.

In line with this, Mr. Jordash alleged that the defence’s case, in which 59 witnesses
testified, 42 of whom were independent civilians, was ignored.

He added that, "The judgment was based largely on the evidences obtained from
prosecution inside witnesses, some of whom had received substantial sums not only from
the witness service but also from the prosecution to testify".

Concluding, Mr. Jordash observed that a proper fair trial involves genuine enquiry and the
stringent application of the rule of law, adding that it requires fair judges and the
presumption of innocence.

Mr. Jordash stressed further that Issa Sesay’s defense team intends to "appeal all

http://www.news.sl/drwebsite/publish/article_200511816.shtml


convictions" and "the manifestly excessive sentence".

"We hope that the Appeals Chamber will recognize that justice is for everyone, including
Mr. Issa Sesay’, Wayne Jordash ended.

West Africa: If Taylor, Why Not Compaore?
Concord Times via AllAfrica.com
By Sahr Morris Jr.
April 15, 2009

The shadow over Burkina Faso's Blaise Compaoré is that Liberia's ex-President
Charles Taylor may, during his trial at the Sierra Leone Special Court, sitting in
the Hague, produce some embarrassing revelations about their cooperation (AC
passim).

According to Africa Confidential 2009, Compaoré collaborated with warlord Taylor from
the start of his rebellion in 1990 until around 2004, when they fell out over money.

Despite international condemnation (though Paris hardly said a word), Compaoré
continued to supply arms to Taylor and the late Sierra Leonean militia leader Corporal
Foday Sankoh and his Revolutionary United Front.

The Special Court has RUF documents which explicitly refer to the help Compaoré gave
Sankoh.

It could be recalled that The Washington Post in 2000 reported that intelligence sources
on Sierra Leone's rebel war and diplomats said international efforts almost failed in part
because the isolated nation of Burkina Faso provided a key lifeline in the rebels'
procurement of weapons.

Despite being under an international arms embargo, leaders of Sierra Leone's
Revolutionary United Front procured at least five large planeloads of weapons from the
former Soviet bloc through Burkina Faso in 1998 and 1999.

Accused Ex-President Taylor Could Take Stand
Frost Illustrated
April 15, 2009

Ex-Liberian President Charles Taylor might soon be taking the stand in his own
defense. If so, he will face sharp questioning over charges that he took part in
horrific war crimes including murder, rape, enslavement and conscription of
child soldiers in neighboring Sierra Leone.

For now, attorneys for former president Taylor are pressing the U.N. tribunal to acquit
their client on all 11 counts of what prosecutors called a joint criminal enterprise to
control Sierra Leone ‘s diamond wealth and topple the government in Freetown.

Taylor’s lawyers concede that he supplied arms and ammunition to Sierra Leonean rebels
of the Revolutionary United Front in what became one of the most brutal civil wars in
modern history. By the time the conflict ended in 2001, some 120,000 people had been
killed and tens of thousands more had had their arms, legs, noses or ears cut off.

But, evidence needed to convict Taylor is lacking, defense lawyer Morris Anyah insists.

The prosecution rested its case in February after hearing from 91 witnesses in just over a
year. The “Motion for Judgment of Acquittal” is now before the judges who are expected
to rule on the matter in a few days. Should the motion be rejected, lawyers for Taylor say
they will call him to the stand.

The three most senior surviving members of the RUF group have already been found
guilty of murder, sexual enslavement, and attacks against U.N. troops.
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Questions & Answers With President Sirleaf on the Road
The Liberian Journal
By Dr. Abdoulaye W. Dukulé
April 13, 2009

The event took place at the University of California at Berkeley Human Rights
Center, in Oakland, California. Although it was in the middle of spring break, the
International House was full to capacity and many people had to watch the
program on television monitors in adjacent rooms. After receiving the Berkeley
Medal – the Chancellor of the University, Robert Birgeneau said Berkeley awards
medals rather than honorary degrees – President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf spoke on
the topic: “Liberia’s Struggle for Peace and Justice.”

In her presentation, President talked about the challenges that faced Liberia right from its
foundations until a few years ago. She spoke about the challenges of nation building, the
injustices of a political system that led to the military coup of 1980 and then the failures
of the military dictatorship of the 1980s which led to the war and the criminal
government that followed the end of the first war under Charles Taylor.

The President said that Liberia could be turned around to become a successful post-
conflict story. After a speech that was interrupted several times by loud ovations, Mrs.
Sirleaf sat with Mr. Adam Hoschild, of the Berkeley School of Journalism to answer
questions that had been submitted in advance by the audience.

The questions covered a wide range of issues, dealing with governance, Liberia’s recovery
from the war and international politics. We tried to paraphrase as faithfully as possible
both the questions and the answers from our notes.

1.        Question: Among all the challenges that you faced when becoming President in
2006, which one loomed larger than all?

Answer: The fate of the former combatants and the child soldiers. T o demobilize the tens
of thousands of young men and women who have been indoctrinated in warfare and re-
integrating them into society has been our greatest challenge. Many of these kids never
had a chance to attend school and all they knew, from a tender age, was to carry guns.
We were able to disarm some 106, 000 and train some to be able to work, but the
problem of idle young people is still there…

2.        Q: What would you say gives you the greatest joy, looking at the past three
years?

A: Seeing the children go to school, carrying their book bags. We have put in place
compulsory education for all the young people. Enrollment has shot up 40 percent,
especially among the girls, but this brings other sets of problems: not enough
classrooms, not enough teachers, not enough textbooks and so on. But at least, we got
the children into a learning environment, away from the streets.

3.        Q: After violent conflicts such as the one that your country has experienced, some
opted for a Truth and Reconciliation Commission while others went for a War Crimes
Tribunal. So far Liberia has adopted the TRC format, what is your thought on the issue?
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A: When we met in Accra, Ghana to hammer out a new plan and stop the carnage, we
came face to face with that issue. Some people argue for a war crimes tribunal and other
said that we must go through a TRC process which was finally adopted. Many of those
who committed atrocities during the war were children, child soldiers who could not be
held responsible for their actions. Many times than not, they were brainwashed, drugged
or put under the influence of alcohol to commit heinous crimes.

However, the TRC is now completing its report and will make recommendations. If those
recommendations call for a tribunal of some sort, or reparations, we will do that. But in
the end, I believe that there has to be some form of justice to lead to national
reconciliation.

4.        Q: The International Court of Justice has indicted President El Bashir of Sudan
over the issue of Darfur. What is your government position on the issue?

A: We are members of the African Union and the policy there is that the indictment does
not help with the process of dialogue to resolve the crisis. We recognize that the African
Union has been slow in acting and therefore the indictment could well serve as an
inducement to move faster. Yes, AU says that the indictment is unacceptable and of
course, the conditions in Darfur are also unacceptable and must be brought to an
immediate end.

5.        Q: There has been lots of talk about the US involvement in Liberia and other parts
of the developing world. How do you see that relationship?

A: If I were to make a suggestion it would be that sometimes you think you “know what
is good for us…” At times we want to reverse that, and be in the position to tell you what
we need and what we think is good for us. That is the attitude our government has
adopted in dealing with rural communities. We go and listen to them and ask them what
are their priorities and we try and help them work on those priorities. I think between
nations, the same is possible.

6.        Q: There have been lots of treaties recently on the exploitation and exportation of
natural resources, especially in conflict areas, such as conflict diamonds. How do you
think these treaties help to stop conflicts?

A: Well, it helps a lot. I think for example the concept of “conflict diamonds” and the
Kimberly Process to certify diamonds has been a positive development. We have also
adopted what is called the extractive industry protocol, where people publish everything
they spend, including to the money they pay to government or in the public. I must
however add that the conflict don’t start because of the natural resources.

7.         Q: Firestone, in Liberia. That company used to will lot of power and how do you
deal with it?

A: Now, they don’t will that much power anymore… We have been negotiating with them
to review their contract to make sure that our national interests are taken into account.
In more than 80 years of exploiting and exporting rubber in Liberia, Firestone has not
manufactured any rubber-based product in Liberia. There was never any added-value to
the raw material and we are now trying to change that.

8.        Q: Africa has made some strides in recent years in terms of governance but there
seems to be lot of issues when it comes to implementing democracy. There is always this
tendency or the possibility of things rolling back, such as in Kenya, or Nigeria…

A: Democracy is not strange to Africa. African societies functioned for a long time on the
basis of consensus… In Liberia we call it the palava hut. The unfortunate thing is that in
trying to adapt western style democracy too quickly, we abandon lots of good things from
our own culture. I think there is a need for Africans to look into certain aspects of their
traditions and see what they can use in their lives and in their governance process. I
think we need to look more into our cultures and we could learn a lot.



9.        Q: As a person who has worked a lot in the development policy making, how do
you apply that experience now that you are president?

A: I think the most important thing in trying to develop the potentials in a country like
ours is to look at the comparative advantages you have and strategize on how to
maximize those advantages. In Liberia, we have what you call natural resources that our
neighbors may not have, they have things that we don’t have. In other world, one has to
take a regional and global approach to development.

10.      Q: An African author has recently published a book calling for the end of all sorts
of development aid, arguing that the funds did not serve the interest of the African
people who are now much poorer even after receiving more than a trillion in aid.

A: I read that book and I think it comes ten years after its time. It is true that a decade
or so ago, when Africa was struggling with governance issues and many countries were
ruled by corrupt dictators, one could make the case that aid was being misused. But now,
lots of progress has been made and in the majority of African countries, democracy is
flourishing, good governance is taking roots and in the overall, economies on the
continent have grown by more than 5 percent in the past many years. Under these
conditions, I think, like in our case, aid can help jump start the economy and help social
transformation.

11.     Q: As a former banker, what advise would you give to us, in this economic crunch?

A: Stop the greed.

12.     Q: One last question: you are now in the mid term of your tenure, are you
considering a run for a second one?

A: I am always asked the same question and I always say let’s wait yet, there is so much
to do. And of course, as a politician, I will let people keep guessing until I am ready to
make a decision on that subject.

Earlier, in the afternoon, President Sirleaf held a town hall meeting with Liberians who
had come from various corners of California. After the welcome ceremonies and a short
speech, she accepted to respond to questions posed by the audience.

In Minnesota, at a similar meeting organized by the Organization of Liberians in
Minnesota (OLM), the same issues were raised. Liberians seemed to be anxious about
corruption, land issue and their immigration status.

Before the OLM meeting, the President attended a reception in her honor organized by
The Advocates for Human Rights, a group working with the Liberian TRC and the
Diaspora. The group is said to have raised close to $6 millions and has conducted
hundreds of interviews and statement takings for the TRC in the US.

On the issue of corruption, the President said the government was putting mechanisms in
place to fight the phenomena, using such institutions as the Anti-Corruption Commission,
the General Auditing Commission and the Judiciary. She added that a culture of impunity
in the society has led to the growth of corrupt practices in every part of society.

“It is not just in government, you see it every where… and what has changed now is that
we have mechanisms to expose it through the great work done by the GAC and through a
totally free press… people can now speak about it without fear. We are also working to
strengthen the judiciary. Finally, government has raised the level of income, making
people less vulnerable. In the long, all this will have an effect on curbing corruption.”

On the land issue, the President said the problem was a national problem and not just a
concern for one or two counties.

“We have set up commissions that meet regularly with people in Nimba and wherever
there are problems. We have created new roads so that people could have access to



more lands. In many cases, we either have the land returned to its original owner, or if
that is not feasible, we give the owner new land. Most of this is done through dialogue
and consensus.”

In every setting, the President called on Liberians to consider coming home to visit, to
see with their own eyes and make a decision as to stay or not. She said that Liberia now
needs all hands on board, especially those with professional qualification and experience.
She said that the lack of capacity if a serious hindrance to progress.

Finally, President Sirleaf called on Liberians to “be proud of being Liberians again…”

The President received another honorary doctorate from the University of Minnesota. At
the ceremony, a Liberian PhD student at the University of Minnesota said: “Finally, a
Liberian president who really deserves honorary degrees but does not care to wear it on
her sleeves… indeed, things are changing.”
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Government warned on giving ex-rebels amnesty
Monitor Online
Martin Ssebuyira
April 17, 2009

Government has been warned on pardoning ex-rebels because it could spark a
row between those who suffered under the rebels.

The pardons given through the Amnesty Commission according to Professor Joseph
Kakooza the Dean of law at Nkumba University and Chairman Law reform Commission
leave people offended prompting them to revenge.

“They should set up truth telling and reconciliation commissions were Kony and his men
should publicly denounce rebellion and apologize for the atrocities committed on the
people of northern Uganda to get amnesty and end the war,” Professor Kakooza said
during a public lecture on the various legal regimes in the country at Nkumba University
yesterday.

He said giving one rebel amnesty won’t end the war because several other people would
be attracted to join the faction for material gains given after denouncing rebellion.

“We have tried out the same commission in Sierra Leone and Liberia and it was a
success,” he added.

He said they would carry out a study next month on how various traditional justices in
northern Uganda operate and see how to incorporate them in the Uganda constitution for
the rebels to face justice.

Mr Dave Danielson, a distinguished legal trial lawyer from America said he has been
working with Refugee Law Project, a local non government organization, to see how
traditional justice can best be applied in northern Uganda.

He said he has defended many accused persons at the Rwanda Tribunal in Arusha,
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Tanzania and worked at Sierra Leone war crimes court and other similar tribunals and can
similarly help to set up the same tribunal for northern Uganda rebels to end the war.

“With the experience I have got from other tribunals, I think the reconciliation
commission can be a success in Uganda to end the LRA insurgency,” Mr Danielson said.

MPs are poor and ignorant, says Kanyeihamba
The Observer
Michael Mubangizi
April 22, 2009

Some people think the ICC indictment of Joseph Kony as an obstacle to peace.
What do you make of it?

ICC is an International Court. Uganda, East Africa and indeed Africa do not control it. It
has got its own regulations, saying people who have committed heinous offences like
genocide shall be brought to court.

It issued an international warrant against Kony. As Uganda we can argue that we want to
sign a peace agreement or whatever but we have no power to force that court to
halt/rescind its decision because of our local problems. It is like relatives of a person
convicted of murder pleading, “please don’t sentence him to death”, but the law will take
its course.

Obviously if Kony knows that if he signs, he will still be taken to court where he may face
life imprisonment, it is just logical that he may be reluctant to sign. He will say, ‘I have
nothing to lose.’

It reminds me of a story—I don’t know if it is true—that when Okello took over in a
revolution in Zanzibar, he announced on radio that all former ministers should report for
hanging and those who don’t turn up will be shot on sight. I would rather remain and be
shot on sight than report for hanging. So the same logic can apply to Kony.
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Perkovic: Investigation Completed
BIRN Justice Report
April 13, 2009

The Prosecution of Bosnia and Herzegovina files an indictment for confirmation
with the State Court, charging Stojan Perkovic with crimes committed in
Rogatica.

The State Prosecution submitted an indictment against Stojan Perkovic for confirmation
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with the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina. It also filed a motion requesting an extension
of custody for another month. The Prosecution accuses Perkovic of crimes committed in
Rogatica in 1992.

The Court will render a decision on custody at a later stage.

"The Prosecution has completed the investigation. We are now talking about the time
needed for confirmation of the indictment," Prosecutor Bozidarka Dodik said.

Perkovic was arrested on January 15, 2009. The Prosecution suspects that, from June to
the end of 1992, he "committed, abetted, supported and helped" in the murder, forcible
disappearance, rape and persecution of non-Serbs in Ladjevine village, Rogatica
Municipality, and "knew about those crimes, failing to prevent or punish" the
perpetrators, when he was Commander of a squad with the Republika Srpska Army, VRS.

The unconfirmed indictment alleges that Perkovic forced one person, "using force and
threats", to have sexual intercourse with him, and that he led an infantry attack on
Bosniak houses, "when several people were killed and many houses were pillaged and set
on fire".

"He is charged, among other things, with having participated, with subordinate VRS
members, in taking Bosniak civilians to an unknown direction. These people have been
missing since then. He is charged with having participated in the unlawful detention,
abuse and torture of Bosniaks," the State Prosecution's announcement reads.

Dodik said that in addition to the possibility that Perkovic might seek to influence
witnesses and accomplices, which was the original reason for ordering him into custody
and then extending custody, there was now also a possibility that the suspect might try
to flee.

"The results of the investigation suggest that Perkovic has filed a request for Serbian
citizenship, which has been approved by the authorities. He has not received an official
note confirming this, because he was already in detention at the time," Dodik said.

Radivoje Lazarevic, Perkovic's defense attorney, called on the Court to impose prohibiting
measures instead of custody, claiming that the suspect did not know that somebody had
filed the citizenship request on his behalf. He noted that the suspect lived in Rogatica,
which was "150 kilometers away from the Serbian border".

"I did not file the request. My nephew may have filed it. I did not know about the
citizenship confirmation. Had I known about it, I would have taken it for sure," Perkovic
said, asking the Court to let him stand trial while at liberty because his "wife is sick".

Djukic: Court's Evidence
BIRN Justice Report
April 14, 2009

Following the presentation of evidence by the Prosecution and Defense, the
Trial Chamber announces that it will present its own evidence at the trial of
Novak Djukic.

The Trial Chamber has announced that it will present its own evidence and invite two
court experts and one witness to appear before the Court at the trial of Novak Djukic,
charged with crimes against civilians in Tuzla. The Court made its announcement
following the conclusion of evidence presentation by the Prosecution and Defense."The
Court intends to invite Berko Zecevic and the Defense expert witness to appear before
the Court at the same time and present their findings once again. We will also invite
Manojlo Milovanovic to appear as a witness," Trial Chamber Chairman Darko Samardzic
said.

The indictment alleges that Djukic, as Commander of the Ozren Tactical Group with the
Republika Srpska Army, VRS, ordered the shelling of Tuzla town, which was a UN
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protected zone at the time. This happened on May 25, 1995. One missile hit the Kapija
district in the town, killing 71 people and wounding more than 200.Zecevic, a ballistics
expert who was examined by the State Prosecution, testified that the caliber of the
missile that hit Kapija was 130 mm and that it had been fired from a position located on
Mount Ozren. Ballistics expert Vlado Kostic, who was invited by the Defense, claimed the
opposite.The Defense intended to examine Milovanovic, a former VRS general, at this
hearing, but he failed to appear in court. Nebojsa Pantic, Djukic's Defense attorney, said
Milovanovic had refused to testify because he is due to testify before the Hague Tribunal
"and that is the only court at which he can testify", adding that he would give up his
attempt to examine this witness. "He told me that he had made an agreement with the
Hague Prosecution that he would not have to testify at any trial conducted in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.This is what he told me. I do not have any further details about it," Pantic
said.

At this hearing the Trial Chamber reminded the parties of the Defense's proposal, filed on
September 11, 2008, asking the Court to release the indictee on bail, offering the
indictee's apartment and his friend's apartment as a guarantee that he would appear
before the Court. The Chamber announced that it would render a decision concerning this
issue by the end of this week.The indictee said that he could now offer another
apartment, owned by his sister and brother-in-law, in addition to the other two.The
Prosecution again objected to the proposal, saying that the injured parties' representative
also objected. The trial is due to continue on April 21, 2009.

Krajina Crimes Indictment
BIRN Justice Report
April 16, 2009

Three former members of the Fifth Corps Staff of the Army of Bosnia and
Herzegovina have been charged with crimes committed against prisoners and
civilians in three municipalities in Krajina.

The Prosecution of Bosnia and Herzegovina has filed an indictment against Mehur
Selimovic, Adil Ruznic and Emir Mustafic for war crimes against prisoners of war and
civilians in Krajina. The indictment has been filed with the Court of Bosnia and
Herzegovina for confirmation.The three suspects are former members of the Fifth Corps
of the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

They are charged with having deliberately caused physical and mental pain and having
treated Serb detainees held in several detention centers in an inhumane manner, from
mid February 1994 to early February 1996.The Prosecution contends that prisoners of
war and civilians were held in inhumane conditions in the detention camps established in
the "Adil Besic" military barracks and the "Luke" civilian prison in Bihac, as well as the
"Rad" car mechanic workshop in Cazin and other buildings, where they were forced to
"serve the enemy armed forces".The indictment alleges that Selimovic was an intelligence
officer and deputy chief of the Military Safety Section with the Staff of the Fifth Corps of
the Bosnian Army. Ruznic was assistant commander for security and an operational
officer with the Military Safety Section, and Mustafic was a military policeman with the
Fifth Corps of the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The State Investigation and Protection Agency arrested Selimovic, Ruznic and Mustafic on
April 8 last year. The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina released them three days later,
ordering prohibiting measures against them.

Klickovic et al: Prohibiting Measures Against Mladen Drljaca Amended
BIRN Justice Report
April 17, 2009

The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina reinstates some measures ordered against
Mladen Drljaca, who is charged with crimes committed in the Bosanska Krupa
area.
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One month after the Prosecution of Bosnia and Herzegovina completed its presentation of
evidence at the trial for crimes committed in Bosanska Krupa, the State Court reinstated
its earlier decision, by which indictee Mladen Drljaca, who is defending himself while at
liberty, was banned from contacting or interfering in any way with Prosecution
witnesses.All other prohibiting measures pronounced against him earlier will remain in
force until the next custody review due on June 16, 2009.

Mladen Drljaca, Gojko Klickovic and Jovan Ostojic are charged with taking part in crimes
against humanity committed in Bosanska Krupa in the course of 1992.The Prosecution
also charges the three men with participation in a joint criminal enterprise, which began
in the summer of 1991. The aim of the enterprise was the creation of a separate state for
Bosnian Serbs, from which most non-Serb residents were to be permanently evicted.

At the end of August, 2008 Drljaca was allowed to defend himself while at liberty, after
the Court had accepted KM 165,000 bail (around 80.000 Euro). His "travel documents,
personal identification cards, drivers licenses and other documents issued by the
institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina and other countries", were seized.At that time an
order was made banning Drljaca from leaving Banja Luka town, ordering him to report to
the police station in Banja Luka twice a day, banning him from contacting Prosecution
witnesses, other indictees and potential accomplices and helpers, and banning him from
attending social, public or private gatherings. After having offered KM 371,690 (around
180.000 Euro) as a guarantee that he would appear before the Court, Ostojic was also
allowed to defend himself while at liberty. After that certain prohibiting measures were
ordered against him.Klickovic is still being held in custody.

Perkovic: One-month Custody Extension for Rogatica Crimes Suspect
BIRN Justice Report
April 17, 2009

The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina extends custody of Stojan Perkovic,
suspected of crimes against humanity committed in Rogatica.

As per a motion filed by the State Prosecution, the State Court has ordered a one-month
extension of custody for Stojan Perkovic, suspected of crimes committed in the Rogatica
area. The decision was made in light of a perceived possibility that he might seek to
influence witnesses and accomplices or that he might attempt to flee.

Under the decision, Perkovic may be held in custody until May 14.

Perkovic, who was arrested in mid January this year, is suspected of participating in the
murder, forcible disappearance, rape and persecution of civilians from Rogatica
Municipality. The Prosecution contends that Perkovic was a squad commander with the
Republika Srpska Army, VRS, in Ladjevine village in the period when the crimes were
committed, i.e. from June to the end of 1992.

On April 13 the Prosecution filed an indictment against Perkovic and submitted it to the
Court for confirmation.

Among other things the indictment alleges that Perkovic forced one person to have sexual
intercourse with him, "using force and threats", on several occasions and that he led an
infantry attack on Bosniak houses, "when several people were killed and a large number
of houses were pillaged and set on fire".

The Court has a statutory obligation to respond to the Prosecution's motion pertaining to
indictment confirmation within the next 15 days.

Skrobic: Verdict Appeal
BIRN Justice Report
April 22, 2009

The Prosecution and Defense appeal the first-instance verdict in the case of
Marko Skrobic, before the Appellate Chamber of BiH Court.
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At a session of the Appellate Chamber, the State Prosecution and Marko Skrobic's
Defense appealed the first-instance verdict by which Skrobic, a former member of the
Croatian Defense Council (HVO), was sentenced to ten years in prison for abusing
civilians in the Kotor-Varos area.

The Prosecution called for a more severe sentence. The Defense called on the Appellate
Chamber to amend or annul the first-instance verdict and order a retrial.

In October 2008, the first-instance verdict found that in the early hours of July 31, 1992
Skrobic, a member of the HVO in Kotor-Varos, along with other four soldiers, ordered the
Glamocak family to leave their household and led them towards Ravne village. Two of the
soldiers took Stojko Glamocak aside. The verdict found Skrobic guilty of killing Glamocak.

"We consider that the court could have issued a more severe first-instance sentence and
not the mere minimum under the law. We also consider that they accepted mitigating
circumstances too readily," Prosecutor Dubravko Campara said.

The Defense complained about a violation of Criminal Procedure and the wrong
application of the Criminal Code, as well as what it described as an "incomplete
determination of the facts."

The Defense did not argue that the incident had not taken place, but claimed that the
Prosecution did not succeed in proving that the indictee committed the act. "The appeal
refutes such a conclusion, and the reasons by which the Court arrived at such a decision,"
the Defense attorney, Branka Praljak, said.

Praljak also made a comment in regard to statements given by several Prosecution
witnesses. She argued that the first-instance Court had mistakenly accepted these
statements as valid, and she said the Court did not consider the fact that at the time at
least four people named Marko Skrobic lived in the area. The Appellate Chamber will
reach a decision later.

Veselinovic - Trial Postponed
BIRN Justice Report
April 22, 2009

The trial of Rade Veselinovic has been postponed indefinitely due to the
indictee's medical condition.

Due to the poor medical condition of the indictee, Rade Veselinovic, the trial for war
crimes committed in Hadzici has been postponed.

"The indictee did not appear at the trial proceedings, and we have been notified that he is
ill. The legal requirements for the continuation of proceedings have not been met," Trial
Chamber Chairwoman Mira Smajlovic said.

The Prosecution of Bosnia and Herzegovina charges Veselinovic, as a member of the
Military Police Squad with the Republika Srpska Army (VRS), along with others, with
participating in the capture and detention of non-Serbs in the Cultural, Sports and
Recreational Center in Hadzici, where they were physically abused.

Veselinovic's trial began in July 2008, and is currently at the stage of presentation of
evidence by the Defense.

Milorad Rasevic, defense attorney of the indictee, said that he had visited the indictee,
who was feeling very ill, and that doctors have advised Veselinovic to "rest and undergo
an operation".

The trial is postponed indefinitely pending receipt of medical records by the Trial
Chamber.

Zvornik Indictment Confirmed
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BIRN Justice Report
April 23, 2009

The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina confirms an indictment against two former
VRS members for crimes against civilians in Zvornik in 1992.

The indictment, confirmed by the State Court on April 22, charges Ljubo Tomic (born in
1964) and Krsto Josic (born 1965) with war crimes against civilians.

The indictment, which contains one count only, alleges that the two men "deprived three
Bosniak civilians of their lives, by shooting them with firearms", in Kozluk village, Zvornik
Municipality, on June 26, 1992. One civilian allegedly managed to run away from the
scene.

During the course of the war Tomic and Josic were members of the Republika Srpska
Army, VRS.

In the indictment, the Prosecution proposes the examination of five witnesses and one
expert witness as well as presentation of 24 pieces of material evidence.

The Tuzla Prosecution originally opened the investigation against the two men. However,
the Tuzla Court determined that it was not competent to try this case, referring it to the
Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

In the course of the investigation the two indictees denied having committed the crime,
claiming that they were not present when the crime was committed. The Prosecution
claims to have examined witnesses who recognized the two indictees, linking them to the
crime.

The State Prosecution filed a motion with the State Court asking it to pronounce
prohibiting measures against the two indictees, including a ban on leaving their place of
residence, arguing that there is a possibility they may try to flee.

Indictment Confirmed in the Stojan Perković Case
State Court of BiH
April 23, 2009

On 20 April 2009, the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) confirmed the
Indictment charging Stojan Perković with the criminal offence of Crimes against
Humanity.

As alleged in the Indictment the Accused Perković, as a member of the VRS, in the
capacity as a company commander from Lađevine, Rogatica Municipality, perpetrated,
aided and abetted inhumane acts (killings, forced disappearances, severe deprivations of
liberty, rapes) committed against non-Serb civilians in the region of Rogatica Municipality.

Kovac: Hearings Interrupted by Illness
BIRN Justice Report
April 23, 2009

The trial for crimes committed in Vitez has been postponed as the indictee and
his defense attorney fail to appear in court because of illness.

Due to the absence of indictee Ante Kovac and his defense attorney, Dusko Tomic,
proceedings at the trial for crimes committed in Vitez in 1993 have been suspended.

Trial Chamber Chairman Saban Maksumic said the Chamber had been informed that
Kovac and Tomic were ill and because of this the legal requirements for continuing with
the proceedings had not been met.

Since findings and opinions concerning the indictee's capacity to follow and attend the
trial were due to be presented at this hearing, Maksumic admitted the information
provided by court experts Marija Kaucic-Komsic and Radojka Golijan.
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"We visited indictee Kovac in the Detention Unit. On the basis of medical reports, which
are incomplete, we can determine that Kovac's capacity to follow and attend the trial is
limited," Kaucic-Komsic said, adding that this information would be incorporated in her
findings and opinion, which are to be submitted at the next hearing.

The Prosecution of Bosnia and Herzegovina charges Ante Kovac, as Commander of the
Military Police Squad with the Vitez Brigade of the Croatian Defense Council, HVO, with
participating in the capture and detention of Bosniaks in various buildings in Vitez
Municipality and with having raped two women.

Kaucic-Komsic explained that she needed three more reports prior to finalizing her
findings and opinion concerning Ante Kovac's capacity to attend the trial. However, she
said that, on the basis of available documents, it was likely that he could attend the trial,
"but the Court had to take into consideration his perseverance".

Defense attorney Dusko Tomic submitted to the Trial Chamber a medical report issued by
a Polyclinic in Bijeljina, advising him to "stay in bed for the next seven days" due to pains
in his chest.

The trial is due to continue on May 5.

[back to contents]
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ICTY: Astrit Haraqija Granted Provisional Release Pending Appeal
UN Observer
April 09, 2009

The Tribunals Appeals Chamber today (8 April 2009) ordered the provisional
release of Astrit Haraqija from the Tribunals Detention Unit. Haraqijas release,
to take place at the earliest practical moment, was ordered as he completed the
five-month sentence imposed for contempt of court.

Haraqija, former Kosovo Minister for Culture, Youth and Sport, was convicted on 17
December 2008 of trying to persuade a Prosecution witness not to testify in the trial of
former Kosovo Albanian military leader Ramush Haradinaj. Haraqijas co-accused, Bajrush
Morina, former political advisor to the Deputy Minister for Culture, Youth and Sport of
Kosovo and part-time editor of the Kosovo newspaper Bota Sot , was sentenced on the
same day to three months imprisonment. Morina was granted provisional release pending
appeal after completing his sentence on 9 February 2009.

Both the Prosecution and the Defence have appealed the judgement. The Appeals
judgement is pending.

Haraqija has spent a total of 5 months in the Tribunal s Detention Unit. He was held there
from 28 April – 15 May 2008 at the time of his initial appearance in court, from 3 – 18
September 2008 at the time of his trial and from 15 December 2008, the date he
returned in to the Tribunal s custody for the Trial Chambers judgement until today.

Haraqijas release is subject to a number of terms set down in todays Decision.

http://www.un.org/icty/
http://www.unobserver.com/layout5.php?id=5815&blz=1


The Tribunal holds the safety of its witnesses and confidentiality of its protected materials
in high regard. To date contempt proceedings have been initiated against around 30
persons with charges raised against defence counsel, witnesses in cases, journalists and
others in relation to allegations of witness intimidations, the refusal to answer questions
in court, leaking confidential court documents, and breaching protective measures.

What Karadzic Prosecutors Learnt From Krajisnik Trial
Radio Netherlands Worldwide
By Simon Jennings 
April 14, 2009

Observers are at odds over the possible implications of the appeals judgement
in the case of Momcilo Krajisnik for the imminent trial of his once close political
ally Radovan Karadzic.

Karadzic, the former president of Republika Srpska (RS) is accused of leading the same
Bosnian Serb criminal plan - or joint criminal enterprise - that Krajisnik, the ex-speaker of
the RS parliament, was convicted of taking part in. He is charged with many of the crimes
committed against non-Serbs in Bosnia, including genocide, for which Krajsinik has been
acquitted.

A joint criminal enterprise is the legal doctrine under which members of a group are
considered to be part of a conspiracy and are held responsible for each other's criminal
acts.

Following a decision by appeals judges in March to reverse Krajisnik's convictions on key
charges including murder, extermination and persecution, some observers fear that
prosecutors may have trouble making similar accusations against Karadzic stick.

But others argue that it was the judges' incomplete assessment of the prosecution case
against Krajisnik, rather than a lack of evidence presented, that led to his acquittal on
these charges.

They say that the more senior political position held by Karadzic - who is in custody in
The Hague awaiting trial on 11 charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity -
could mean a clearer link exists between orders given and crimes committed, and may
make his case easier to prove.

Krajisnik was originally sentenced to 27 years in prison for crimes against humanity -
including persecution, murder, extermination and deportation - for his bid to permanently
remove Bosniaks and Croats from large areas of Bosnia between July 1, 1991 and
December 30, 1992.

Trial judges found him guilty of responsibility for the killing approximately 3,000 Bosnian
Muslims and Croats and forcibly removing more than 100,000 non-Serbs from Bosnian
Serb-held territory.

But he was acquitted of genocide charges after judges found that prosecutors had failed
to prove that he possessed genocidal intent, an element necessary for a conviction.

In last month's appeal verdict, judges reduced Krajisnik's sentence to 20 years after
overturning his convictions for murder, extermination, as well as several of the more
serious persecution counts, including cruel and inhumane treatment and unlawful
detention.

Appeals judges upheld his conviction for persecution, committed through deportation and
forcible transfer, saying they were satisfied with the trial chamber's finding that Krajisnik
"shared the intent" to commit these crimes as part of the joint criminal enterprise.

In explaining why the convictions were overturned, appeals judges said the trial chamber
had erred by failing to establish which local politicians, military forces, police
commanders and paramilitary leaders it was refering to when it mentioned lower-level

http://www.rnw.nl/internationaljustice/tribunals/ICTY/090414-karadzic-krajisnik-iwpr


members of the joint criminal enterprise.

It also failed to show exactly when the crimes of murder, extermination, and more
serious counts of persecution became part of the Bosnian Serb leaders' criminal plan, the
appeal judges said.

Karadzic is charged with many of the same crimes - including killings and extermination
in the Bosnian municipalities of Bijeljina, Brcko, Foca, Ilijas, Kljuc, Kotor Varos, Novi Grad
and Prijedor - of which Krajisnik has now been acquitted.

Some say that following the Krajisnik appeal judgement, the prosecution in the Karadzic
trial will be under pressure to ensure that it can deliver on all the charges against the
former Bosnian Serb strongman - particularly after appeals judges confirmed that he and
Krajisnik were members of the same joint criminal enterprise at the top of the Bosnian
Serb regime.

"Anyone concluding from all of this that [it is a matter of] going in there and putting on
evidence and walking away with a conviction on Karadzic, I think is mistaken," Michael
Karnavas, a defence lawyer at the Hague tribunal, told IWPR.

"Karadzic is [Krajisnik's] political twin so the evidence that applies to one applies to the
other.

"If they couldn't get Krajisnik [for several of the charges in his indictment], it's going to
be very difficult to [prove similar charges against] Karadzic, unless there's additional
evidence."

But despite the strong links between the two cases, other observers do not believe that
overturning many of Krajisnik's convictions will have a significant bearing on the Karadzic
case.

"Some people might be concerned [that] if the prosecutors were unable to convict
Krajisnik of these more serious crimes, how could they possibly convict Karadzic. But I
think that would be a misreading of what happened [in reaching the appeals
judgement]," Alex Whiting, a professor of law at Harvard Law School and a former Hague
tribunal prosecutor, told IWPR.

"I do not think that this appeals chamber decision is a bad sign for prosecutors in the
Karadzic case."

Whiting said he believed that Krajinik's convictions had been overturned not because of a
lack of evidence against him, but because of "a lack of proper findings by the trial
chamber".

Appeals judges ruled that the trial chamber had only made "scarce findings" as to exactly
when and how the crimes of murder, extermination and the more serious counts of
persecution became part of the Bosnian Serb leadership's criminal plan, and as a result
they could not attribute those crimes to Krajisnik.

Whiting pointed out that in reaching their decision, the appeals judges only reviewed the
trial judges' findings and did not examine the body of evidence presented in the case
which led them to those findings - a decision he finds "baffling".

"The prosecution believes that there was evidence available to make those specific
findings - it's just the trial chamber didn't do it," said Whiting.

Some observers say the reversal of the trial judges' convictions on appeal - after they
failed to set out their findings clearly enough - result from excessive haste in delivering
the judgement. The trial chamber delivered its verdict on September 27, 2006, less than
four weeks after the presentation of evidence was concluded.

"The overturning of the convictions are a reflection of the problems of rendering a



judgement so shortly after the end of the trial," David Josse, who was on the Krajisnik
defence team at the trial stage, told IWPR.

According to Whiting, having acknowledged the trial judges' shortcomings, the appeal
judges could either have reviewed the evidence themselves or, preferably, have sent the
case back to the trial judges to ask them to substantiate their findings so that the
convictions could be upheld.

"The appeals chamber provided no cogent reason why this course could not be followed,"
said Whiting.

Instead, appeals judges made it clear that they were not prepared to review the evidence
and quashed the convictions.

"It was not in the interests of justice to remit the case for further proceedings," said
Judge Fausto Pocar in handing down the appeals judgement.

For the rest of the article, see
http://www.rnw.nl/internationaljustice/tribunals/ICTY/090414-karadzic-krajisnik-iwpr

Karadzic Wants Trial Cancelled
Radio Netherlands Worldwide
April 16, 2009

Radovan Karadzic says international prosecutors are obstructing due process in
his war crimes trial, and is calling for his trial to be cancelled.

The former Bosnian-Serb leader Radovan Karadzic has filed a motion with the
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), calling for his trial to be
cancelled, claiming that the prosecution is "obstructing due process".

Karadzic, who is defending himself before the Tribunal, is arguing that the search of his
wife Ljiljana's house in Pale on 2 December 2007 represented a breach of due process
and intimidation of potential witnesses.

Karadzic notes that "international forces" searched his wife's house looking for
documents.

"The media reported that soldiers were seen carrying boxes and suitcases out of the
house. NATO spokesperson in Bosnia and Herzegovina Derek Chapell said that the aim of
the search, conducted at 3 a.m., was to examine Karadzic family members concerning his
connections with ICTY fugitives," the motion reads.

Karadzic says the prosecution was involved in the raids, which it strongly denies. He then
asks:"If the prosecution is ready for trial and has a strong case against Karadzicas it
repeatedly claims, what possible justification could there be for conducting these
searches 14-17 years after the events in his indictment?"

Attached to the motion was a decision issued by the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina
ordering the search and confiscation of certain documents. Also attached was a video
recording of the search conducted in Pale.

He also submitted a number of motions requesting access to certain public and
confidential documents being used in other war crimes trials in The Hague, including the
trial of Rasim Delic, Sreten and Milan Lukic, Momcilo Perisic and others.

Karadzic has been held in The Hague since July 2008. So far several preparatory hearings
have been held to discuss pre-trial actions. As announced by the Tribunal, the trial may
begin this summer.

Bosnia: Former Serb Officer Blames Peers for Muslim Massacre
Adnkronos
April 21, 2009

http://www.rnw.nl/internationaljustice/tribunals/ICTY/090416-karadzic0cancel
http://www.adnkronos.com/AKI/English/Security/?id=3.0.3237235122


A former Bosnian Serb officer on Tuesday blamed seven of his colleagues for the
massacre of up to 8,000 Muslims in the eastern Bosnian town of Srebrenica in
July 1995. Momir Nikolic, who was sentenced to 20 years' jail in 2006 after
admitting to crimes against humanity before the United Nations war crimes
tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, is serving a jail term in Finland.

He testified on Tuesday against his former colleagues Vujadin Popovic, Ljubisa Beara and
Drago Nikolic who are accused of having organised the Srebrenica massacre.

Two other Bosnian Serb officers Vinko Pandurovic and Ljubomir Borovcanin are standing
trial on charges of genocide against Srebrenica Muslims, while Radivoj Miletic and Milan
Gvero have been charged with crimes against humanity.

Nikolic said after Bosnian Serb forces overran Srebrenica, a 'save haven' protected by UN
peacekeepers, Popovic hinted on 12 July that Muslim men would be killed.

Popovic told me that women and children would be moved to Kladanj (a nearby town)
and that men of military age, suspected of war crimes, would be separated, Nikolic told
the court.

I asked him what would happen to them, and he told me in his style All Balias (a
pejorative term for Muslims) should be killed , Nikolic said.

He also testified that on 13 July he ran into the commander of Bosnian Serb forces,
general Ratko Mladic, who had reassured Muslim prisoners.

Mladic talked to Muslim prisoners and told them not to worry, that they would be taken
wherever they wanted, Nikolic said.

When he went towards his automobile, I followed him and asked what would be done
with the prisoners, since their numbers were growing. Mladic showed me with a gesture
of his arm that they would be killed, Nikolic said.

I could conclude nothing else from that gesture, and later it was confirmed that the
gesture meant nothing else, Nikolic said.

Nikolic told the court he was present at a quarrel between Beara and Miroslav Derikonjic,
a close aide of Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic, over the fate of the prisoners.

He said Derikonjic insisted on respecting Karadzic s orders that the prisoners should not
be mistreated or killed, while Beara said he had different orders.

Nikolic said that "between 80 and 100 people" were killed that night.

Derikonjic later pleaded guilty before the tribunal over the death of 60 Muslims and is
serving a ten-year jail term in Sweden.

Karadzic was arrested in Belgrade in July last year and is awaiting trial before the Hague
tribunal while Mladic is still at large.

Since it was formed by the UN Security Council in 1993, the tribunal has indicted 161
individuals, mostly Serbs, for alleged crimes in the last decade of the Balkan wars that
followed the disintegration of the former Yugoslavia.

Close to 60 have been sentenced to over one thousand years in jail.

Hague Denies Karadžić Request 
B92
April 22, 2009

Hague Tribunal Vice President O-Gon Kwan has turned down Radovan Karadžićs
request to allow him a telephone interview with journalist Zvezdana Vukojević.

http://www.b92.net/eng/news/crimes-article.php?yyyy=2009&mm=04&dd=22&nav_id=58667


The judge denied the request, stating that the court secretariat had acted lawfully when
it told Karadžić that he could communicate only through writing, stating that there was a
risk that the identities of protected witnesses or that secret information in the case could
be revealed in a telephone interview.

In February, Kwan allowed Karadžić contact, but not a meeting, with Zvezdana Vukojević,
who works for a Dutch magazine and who wanted to write an article about him.

Kwan allowed contact between the two at a distance, which means written contact,
telephone conversations, or any other way that the court secretariat deems fit.

The Tribunal Secretariat stated on March 12 that the two could only correspond in written
form.

Karadžić stated that his right to free speech was being violated, and called on Kwan to
allow him contact via telephone as well.

Under the February decision, all communication between Karadžić and the journalist will
be monitored, and Vukojević has been warned that she must abide by Tribunal rules, or
risk being held in contempt of court.

There has never been a similar decision made in the 15-year history of the Hague
Tribunal. Until now, the tribunal secretariat, citing rules and regulations, prohibited all
contact between indictees and the media.

Karadžić was contacted by the journalist in October in order to answer to the deionization
of himself in the media, which he claims has been worked on over the years by the
prosecution, the U.S. and former envoy Richard Holbrooke.

[back to contents]
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Fears for Premature End to Khmer Rouge Tribunals
Radio Netherlands
April 13, 2009

In an interview with Radio Netherlands Worldwide, Dutch lawyer Viktor Koppe
says he fears a premature end to the international Cambodia Tribunal in Phnom
Penh.The tribunal was set up to try senior members of the Khmer Rouge for
crimes against humanity.Mr Koppe is defending one of its leaders.Although the
tribunal consists of judges from both the United Nations and Cambodia, Mr

http://www.eccc.gov.kh/
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Koppe believes political interference by the Cambodian government is
threatening its successful conclusion.

The Khmer Rouge was the ruling political party in Cambodia from 1975 to 1979.During
that rule, an estimated 1.5 million people died from torture, execution, starvation or
forced labour.Today, many of the party's leaders and supporters occupy important
government positions in Cambodia.This, says Mr Koppe, is prompting the government to
question which of those former leaders should be prosecuted .He believes there is a very
strong possibility the Cambodian government will remove the United Nations from the
tribunal sometime in 2009.

Cambodians Seek Closure from Trial
Al Jazeera
By Tom Fawthrop 
April 15, 2009

Three decades after the fall of the Khmer Rouge from power, a joint United
Nations-Cambodian tribunal has finally begun the first trial of former regime
officials.

Based in the outskirts of capital Phnom Penh, the court was established in 2006 to indict
senior leaders of the Khmer Rouge and bring some accountability for the 1.7 million
Cambodians who died under the regime.

Many pundits had forecast that the tribunal would never happen, following years of
delays and wrangling.

In the years following the Vietnamese invasion in 1979 that forced the Khmer Rouge from
power, Western governments blocked attempts to organise an international effort to
prosecute the perpetrators.

Many, including the US and Britain, even supported a Khmer Rouge-led coalition and
backed the group's guerrilla war against Vietnamese troops defending the new Phnom
Penh government.

The first to go before the joint panel of Cambodian and international judges was Kaing
Guek Eav - also known as Duch - the former director of the S21 interrogation centre
where more than 14,000 prisoners were detained, tortured and executed.

Four other former senior regime officials are expected to go before the court in 2010.

When Duch's trial began in late March, live coverage of the proceedings was followed
closely by hundreds of thousands of Cambodians on television and radio.

"We have been waiting for a long time.Now our hopes have become a reality," Thun
Saray, chairman of Cambodian human rights group ADHOC and a veteran activist, told Al
Jazeera.

The failure to punish or account for the biggest crimes in the country's history means that
many Cambodians today have little respect for the law, he says.

Like many Cambodians over the age of 40, painter Hen Sophal vividly remembers the
horrors of forced labour, pitiful rations and the constant fear of death under the Khmer
Rouge regime.

He had all but given up hope of ever seeing any justice.

"I didn't expect that it would happen.But even after 30 years it is not too late," he says.

Culture of violence

The three decades without any closure on the national trauma has left Cambodia's deep
scars open and unhealed, undermining the ethical foundations of normal society and
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spawning a culture of violence, lawlessness and impunity.

"The Khmer Rouge shadow looms over Cambodia to this day," says Hen Sophal."There is
still a Khmer Rouge influence in Cambodian society, still lots of violence and lack of
human respect."

He is also worried about the slow pace of progress.

"I am concerned about many delays because the Khmer Rouge leaders are getting older
and could die before their trial starts."

The start of the trial, he hopes, "can lessen the suffering of the victims and provide
lessons for the young generation".

Sin Putheary is a recent graduate from Phnom Penh University who now works for Youth
for Peace, an NGO attempting to bring information about the tribunal to people in the
countryside.

Even today, she says, many accused murderers brought before Cambodian courts see no
reason why they should be punished.

Citing police reports, she quotes one suspect telling investigators recently: "I only killed
one person, but Khmer Rouge leaders killed so many and they were never punished."

"The tribunal is important step to ending the culture of impunity"

Mouen Chean Nariddh, a local writer and journalist, has been making the same link for
years.

"The tribunal is an important step to ending the culture of impunity," he told Al Jazeera,
adding that he hopes the trials will act as a model and help establish the foundations of a
proper justice system for Cambodia.

Local courts are known to be mired in corruption but, with the eyes of so many
Cambodians and the international media on the Khmer Rouge tribunal, he notes that the
Cambodian lawyers "show much more integrity working in the tribunal".

"Cambodian judges and lawyers will use the tribunal model, and transfer from the KRT
the example to a fair trial and rights of the accused to the local courts."

Collective grief

Another common theme is that by bringing a sense of closure to the darkest chapter of
Cambodian history, the tribunal will help to address the collective grief of a nation.

On the opening day of Duch's trial, all 500 seats in the public gallery were taken and 80
per cent were Cambodians.

But far from everyone is gripped by the most important trial of all time for Cambodians.

More than two thirds of the population is under the age of 30 and have no recollection of
life under the Khmer Rouge.

With little or no teaching of recent history in Cambodia's schools, most Cambodian youth
have little knowledge of Pol Pot's regime or its alleged crimes.

The single nationwide survey about the tribunal, published by the University of California,
showed that more than a third of respondents had no knowledge of the trials.

That is not the case with Nong Visoth, who works as a travel consultant in Phnom Penh.
He lost 15 relatives on his mother's side of the family to the Khmer Rouge.

Closely following the tribunal every day, he says the tribunal is important to his family



"because it can reduce our pain and suffering".

But for him and many other survivors of the Khmer Rouge, the most pressing concern is
that real justice may still be thwarted - not by political meddling, but by the simple
passage of time.

Pol Pot, the former supreme leader of the regime, died more than 10 years ago.

His deputy, Nuon Chea, and the regime's foreign minister, Ieng Sary, are now both in
their 80s and in poor health.

"I worry they will die before the verdict, before they are sentenced," says Nong Visoth.

"If the leaders die before justice, before their trial is completed, Cambodian people will
still suffer for the rest of their lives."

Khmer Rouge Court Corruption Issue Unresolved
Taiwan News
By Sopheng Cheang 
April 16, 2009<

Talks between Cambodia and the United Nations on how to deal with allegations
of corruption at their jointly run Khmer Rouge genocide tribunal ended without
agreement, raising the possibility that donors will stop funding it despite
compelling testimony that continued Thursday.

U.N. Assistant Secretary-General for Legal Affairs Peter Taksoe-Jensen and Cambodian
Deputy Prime Minister Sok An had been meeting for three days to work out a mechanism
to monitor corruption at the tribunal, which has begun trying one of five leading Khmer
Rouge officials for crimes allegedly committed during the group's time in power in the
late 1970s.

Taksoe-Jensen was the first to report the talks' failure when they ended Wednesday
night.

Defense attorneys and human rights organizations say allegations that Cambodian staff
at the court pay kickbacks to keep their jobs could sink the court's credibility if not
resolved.

They also pose a financial threat since most of the foreign aid donors supporting the
court refuse to pay staff salaries until the corruption questions are resolved.

Cambodian Cabinet spokesman Phay Siphan confirmed that no progress had been made
in the talks.

"We did not sign any agreement with the United Nations," he said Thursday.

Phay Siphan insisted that there was no evidence of any corruption and the allegations
were simply an attempt to discredit the tribunal or the government.

The talks broke down even as testimony continued in the U.N.-assisted tribunal's first
trial, in which Kaing Guek Eav, 66, the chief of the group's main prison, stands charged
with crimes against humanity and war crimes, as well as homicide and torture.

A Cambodian man told the court Thursday he was held captive in a deep communal dirt
pit in a Khmer Rouge jungle prison for a year but survived by working for the commander
digging graves for other inmates.

Ouch Sorn, 72, the first Cambodian survivor to testify, said when was let out of the
communal pit he shared with about 20 men he saw inmates tied naked to poles, beaten,
submerged in water during interrogation and executed by young pistol-wielding
guards.He saw one woman pushed into a grave while still alive, he said.
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Kaing Guek Eav, better known as Duch, listened anxiously to the testimony and told the
judges that the testimony was "not really accurate" and that the witness "spoke more
than the truth."

Duch insisted that extreme torture was not used at the small prison he ran before being
assigned to command Tuol Sleng, the most notorious prison in the regime, where 16,000
people were tortured before execution.

"There were no pliers, no pins and no nails were pulled," he said.

The witness said he never saw Duch execute anyone but saw him beat a woman
unconscious, and "then he slapped his butt and he laughed."

Duch is the first senior Khmer Rouge figure to face trial, and the only one to acknowledge
responsibility for his actions.Four more are in custody and scheduled to be tried
sometime over the next year or two.

An estimated 1.7 million Cambodians died under the Khmer Rouge from executions,
forced labor, starvation and medical neglect.

Not Just Cambodia on Trial
The Boston Globe
April 17, 2009

With the first trial of a Khmer Rouge figure now underway, the people of
Cambodia have an opportunity to make sense of their country's grisly past.The
tribunal, created to assess the crimes of a murderous regime that was
overthrown in 1979, has been long delayed, and its ambitions are too
limited.Even so, the proceedings could embarrass not just Cambodia's current
government, but also the United States.

The Khmer Rouge was a shadowy group of Communists that gained power in 1975 and
killed 1.7 million people.The tribunal, based in Phnom Penh, is a joint effort of the
Cambodian court system and the United Nations.Its first defendant, a man known as
Duch, was the commander of Tuol Sleng, an interrogation center where thousands were
beaten and tortured to death.

The Cambodian government is clearly undermining the tribunal in several ways.The
country's current leader, Prime Minister Hun Sen, has insisted that only Duch and four
other elderly defendants be tried, presumably to avoid publicizing any connections
between the Khmer Rouge and people in the current government.The tribunal, funded
with foreign donations, has suffered from corruption; some Cambodian staffers had to
pay kickbacks for their jobs.Anticorruption initiatives should be at the heart of American
policy toward Cambodia.

Then again, the United States has a poor record of involvement with Cambodian affairs.In
his testimony, Duch blamed the Nixon administration for the rise of the Khmer Rouge.One
should be careful about accepting historical analyses from commanders of torture
centers, but the critique has some truth.At the least, American bombing helped
destabilize the country and radicalize some of its inhabitants, and US support for a 1970
military coup against the country's erratic leader eventually led to a power vacuum that
the Khmer Rouge managed to fill.The episode underscores how dangerous it is when a
superpower makes decisions about another country in ignorance of its internal politics.

Of course, rehashing the carnage at Tuol Sleng should unsettle a more recent group of
former White House policymakers.In paintings that now hang in the former camp, Tuol
Sleng survivor Vann Nath documented the torture techniques that jailers used to extract
confessions from prisoners.One of them is waterboarding - an act that former vice
president Dick Cheney specifically defended.But no one can look at Vann Nath's paintings
and conclude that these are acts Americans should emulate.

Cambodia may be intent on sabotaging the tribunal.Even so, the trials can remind the
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world what happens when political leaders can rationalize anything.

Calls Mount for Release of Tribunal Funding
VOA Khmer
By Chun Sakada 
April 21, 2009

Government and rights officials appealed to the UNDP Tuesday to release
Australian funding for the Cambodian side of the Khmer Rouge tribunal, which is
facing a budget crisis in the wake of corruption allegations.

The Australian government pledged $456,000 in April 2008 to the Cambodian side of the
UN-backed court, but the UNDP, which manages donor funding, has not released the
money.

The Cambodia Daily reported Tuesday that Australia had authorized the release of funds.

The UNDP said Tuesday it was not in a position to release the funds at this time.

There must be a resolution of the allegations  of corruption before the money is released,
UNDP said.

If UNDP does not agree to release the funds to the Khmer Rouge tribunal, it will affect
the regular process of the tribunal, Council of Ministers spokesman Phay Siphan said
Tuesday. The United Nations in its management of the funds provided for the Khmer
Rouge tribunal should follow what the donors want.

The government is doing everything to ensure the transparency, morale, work
effectiveness and increased confidence at the court, he said.

The call for funding comes after failed talks this month between a senior UN legal adviser
and the Cambodian government on how to address issues of corruption at the court,
where Cambodian staff members have alleged they were forced to pay kickbacks for their
positions.

The two sides are at odds over whether the identities of those who complain about
corruption should be protected. The two sides have so far agreed on a parallel
mechanism whereby complaints on the UN side are handled by the UN and those on the
national side are handled by Cambodia.

Thun Saray, president of the rights group Adhoc, said the Cambodian side of the court
risked running out of money if funding is not released.

This can damage the whole process of the Khmer Rouge tribunal, he said. The donors are
not concerned about providing funds, because the funds will be used fairly with the anti-
corruption mechanism.

Established in 2006 after nearly a decade of wrangling between the UN and Cambodia,
the Khmer Rouge tribunal has only now begun its first trial, for former prison chief Duch,
who has been facing Trial Chamber judges over the past few weeks for his role as the
head of Tuol Sleng prison.

Even with Duchs trial underway, the Cambodian administration was only able to pay its
staff salaries for March after a direct infusion of $200,000 from Japan.

Helen Jarvis, a spokeswoman for the tribunal, said the court lacked around $4.3 million
for 2009. The tribunal has not called for the release of funding from UNDP, she said, as
the matter was in progress.

We are still hoping the funds will come in time, she said.

Khmer Rouge Defendant: Pol Pot Feigned Ignorance
Google News
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By Sopheng Cheang 
April 22, 2009

The late Khmer Rouge leader Pol Pot was lying when he said he was unaware
that his 1970s communist regime operated a torture center, the man accused of
running it testified Wednesday.

Kaing Guek Eav told Cambodia's U.N.-assisted genocide tribunal, which is trying him for
crimes against humanity, war crimes, murder and torture, that he knew of no document
authorizing the notorious prison, but that "whatever Pol Pot decided everybody had to
implement."

An estimated 1.7 million Cambodians died under the 1975-79 communist Khmer Rouge
regime from forced labor, starvation, medical neglect and executions.

Kaing Guek Eav, 66, better known by his alias Duch, commanded Phnom Penh's S-21
prison, also known as Tuol Sleng, where as many as 16,000 people are believed to have
been tortured before being sent to their deaths.

Pol Pot said in a 1997 interview he knew nothing of the prison.

According to the interview by U.S. journalist Nate Thayer for the magazine Far Eastern
Economic Review, Pol Pot claimed that S-21 was set up for propaganda purposes by the
Vietnamese, who invaded the country and toppled his regime in 1979.Pol Pot died in
1998.

Duch said that he decided to talk about S-21 to journalists who found him in hiding in
1999 because he could not bear Pol Pot's false account.

"Pol Pot claimed that S-21 was a fabrication of the Vietnamese.I rejected Pol Pot's
statement on this topic," he said.

According to Duch, even though there was no written order establishing the prison, "Pol
Pot was the one who initiated the idea, Son Sen implemented it and Nuon Chea is the
one who did the follow up.This is from my observation and from the surviving
documents."

Son Sen was the Khmer Rouge military commander, killed under murky circumstance by
his comrades as the group fell apart in 1997.Nuon Chea, the group's ideologist, is one of
the four other senior Khmer Rouge being held for trial by the tribunal.

In other testimony Wednesday, Duch said that "Christ" led British journalist Nic Dunlop to
discover him after he had disappeared and went underground in 1979.

Duch became a teacher and a born-again Christian after leaving the Khmer Rouge and
gave lengthy accounts of his work to Dunlop and a U.N. human rights investigator before
turning himself in to Cambodian authorities.

Duch is the first senior Khmer Rouge figure to face trial, and the only one to acknowledge
responsibility for his actions.The other four in custody are likely to be tried in the next
year or two.

[back to contents]
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Bellemare Asked to Decide Whether to Extend Detention of Security Chiefs
The Daily Star
April 17, 2009

A judge in the case of the four former security generals detained over alleged
involvement in the assassination of former Premier Rafik Hariri ordered the
prosecutor to decide within the next 10 days whether their detention should be
extended, the Special Tribunal for Lebanon said in a statement Thursday.

Pre-trial Judge Daniel Fransen, of the Special Tribunal in Lebanon, on Wednesday ordered
prosecutor Daniel Bellemare to clarify by April 27 whether or not he requests the
continual detention of the suspects in the 2005 assasination.

This time limit was set by the pre-trial judge to guarantee a fair trial, after weighing this
up with the consideration of the difficult details of the case, the statement said.

The statement also said that "it is a fundamental right enshrined in all human rights
instruments that any individual arrested or detained be brought promptly before a judge
to rule on his or her detention status."

The pre-trial judge's statement added, however, that the Hariri case raised difficult issues
of terrorism, and that the judicial record related to it was particularly complex and
voluminous.

Pursuant with the pre-trial judge's order on March 27, 2009, the Lebanese authorities
referred a copy of Lebanon's judicial records regarding the Hariri case to the general
prosecutor on April 10, 2009.

On Thursday, Justice Minister Ibrahim Najjar said no official decision has been made by
the Tribunal on the release of the four former security chiefs.

But As-Safir newspaper reported Thursday that one of the lawyers said the decision to
release the four suspects "has already been taken," adding that the generals' families had
been informed.

"Head of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon's defense office did not give any statements to
the press regarding the four generals," Najjar told Future News TV.

Vincent Resigns as Tribunal Registrar, Citing Personal Reasons
The Daily Star
April 18, 2009

The registrar at the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, Robin Vincent, has
unexpectedly resigned just six weeks after the court opened its doors in The
Hague. The tribunal, which is tasked with trying those suspected of involvement
in the killing of former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, was opened in March, more
than four years after Hariri died in a massive car-bomb explosion in downtown
Beirut.

Vincent tendered his resignation to UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon earlier this week,
citing personal reasons, media reports said, adding that Lebanese authorities have been
officially informed of Vincent's decision.

Ban is understood to have asked Vincent to remain in his post until June, when he will be
replaced. The Ash-Sharq al-Awsat daily reported on Friday that a successor for Vincent
had already been found and said that his name would be announced "soon."

Vincent, a British judge, took up the registrar's position at the Special Tribunal in March
2008. Prior to that, he had worked on several other cases of international prominence,
including the Special Tribunal for Sierra Leone and the International Criminal Tribunal for
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the Former Yugoslavia. Sources close to the tribunal told local media that Vincent's
resignation would not have a negative impact on the court's proceedings.

Meanwhile, Justice Minister Ibrahim Najjar said that the prosecutor at the tribunal has
been given until April 27th to decide whether or not to release four generals being held
over Hariri's killing.

The former head of the presidential guard, Mustafa Hamdan, security chief Jamil Sayyed,
general security head Ali Hajj and military intelligence chief Raymond Azar have been
held since 2005 in connection with the assassination plot.

Najjar told the AFP news agency that the tribunal's judge had instructed Daniel Bellemare
to make a decision on whether to continue detaining the four men within the next nine
days.

"After the 27th the judge ... will take a decision and call on the Lebanese authorities
either to release the detainees or to hold on to them for the tribunal," he said.

Bellemare had asked for longer to decide, Najjar said, "due to the large number of files
and papers which he has received from the Lebanese judiciary," but the judge in charge
of the Tribunal, Daniel Fransen, had set a shorter deadline for a decision on the men's
fate.

Bellemere is understood to have two options. If he decides that he no longer needs the
four generals, he can recommend that Fransen orders their release.

Alternatively, he could recommend that a videolink hearing is established between the
generals and the tribunal so they can give evidence pertaining to the case and their
detention.

The generals were arrested in the months after Hariri's death and have remained in
custody since, despite never having been charged with a crime. They have consistently
denied involvement in the massive car bombing that killed the former premier.

Earlier this month, a Lebanese investigating judge, Judge Saqr Saqr, lifted arrest
warrants for the generals, sparking rumors that their release was imminent.

However, he decided that they should remain in custody pending a decision by the
tribunal's prosecutor.

The Tribunal announced on April 8th that Lebanon had provided the court with a
comprehensive list of suspects detained in the country in connection with the Hariri's
death.

Suspect Arrested in Hariri Assassination
UPI
April 20, 2009

A former Syrian intelligence officer and suspect in the assassination of former
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri was arrested in the United Arab Emirates.

U.A.E. security officers arrested Mohammad Zuhair al-Siddiq in the emirate of Sharjah in
a weekend raid, Gulf News reports with few specifics.

French officials arrested Siddiq in Paris in 2005 following charges by Lebanese authorities.
Paris refused to extradite the former intelligence officer for fear he would face execution.
He was later freed in 2006, but details on his whereabouts were vague.

The U.N.-backed Special Tribunal for Lebanon convened in March to examine the 2005
assassination of Hariri, who was killed along with 21 others in a massive suicide bombing
in downtown Beirut.

The arrest of Siddiq comes as Lebanese officials suggested Beirut was prepared to
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release four Lebanese generals -- Jamil Sayyed, Ali Hajj, Raymond Azar and Mustafa
Hamdan -- accused of ties to the Hariri assassination.

There has been mounting speculation that the Hariri assassination was carried out with
the support of allies to Syria. Damascus had a heavy hand in Lebanon during the
decades-long civil war there, and Hariri held notably anti-Syrian views.

The tribunal is the first such body to examine the crime of terrorism. The trial is expected
to last at least five years.

Dubai Police Chief Denies Reports of Siddiq Arrest
The Daily Star
April 22, 2009

Dubai's top police officer denied claims Tuesday that a key suspect in the
assassination of former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri had been arrested in the
emirate after spending over a year on the run. Mohammad Zuhair Siddiq was
"not arrested on Dubai territory," Dubai's police chief General Dahi Khalfan told
the Ash-Sharq al-Awsat newspaper, adding that he had no knowledge off his
arrest elsewhere in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). The rejection came in
response to allegations made Friday by an unidentified Arab diplomat in Dubai
that Siddiq had been arrested in the UAE and that Syria had requested his
extradition.

Siddiq, supposedly a former Syrian intelligence agent, was arrested in a Paris suburb in
October 2005 under an international arrest warrant requested by a Lebanese prosecutor.
He was placed under house arrest after the French authorities refused a request to
extradite him to Lebanon, saying it had failed to receive guarantees that Siddiq would not
face the death penalty if convicted.

Siddiq disappeared in March 2008, prompting accusations by his brother that France had
"liquidated" him.

In 2006, Siddiq alleged Syrian President Bashar Assad and his then-Lebanese counterpart
Emile Lahoud had ordered Hariri's murder, which also killed 22 others along Beirut's
seafront in February 2005. The UN tribunal charged with prosecuting Hariri's killers
initially considered Siddiq a key witness in their investigation, but made him a suspect
after his testimonies were discredited.

Officials at the Hariri tribunal reported in March receiving telephone calls from Siddiq, but
said his whereabouts remained a mystery.

Only four other suspects are being held in connection with Hariri's death, after the
Lebanese authorities released three men on bail in late February. The fate of the
suspects, generals Raymond Azar, Ali Hajj, Mustafa Hamdan and Jamil al-Sayyed, is to be
decided by the end of April. Earlier this month, Lebanon's investigative judge Saqr Saqr
lifted arrest warrants for the men, though they will remain in custody until month's end,
when the tribunal's prosecutor, Daniel Bellemare, decides whether they should be freed.

Defense Minister Elias Murr said on Monday that the Hariri tribunal would make the
appropriate decision on their release. "If it decides to release the generals, then it has
many reasons for doing so, while the Lebanese justice department may only have 1
percent of what [evidence] the tribunal has," the minister said in a statement. He added
that he would leave it to "justice" to decide on the fate of Hariri's killers.

Cassesse Tours Mideast, Including Syria and Iran, Seeking Cooperation in Hariri Murder Case
Naharnet Newsdesk
April 23, 2009

Lebanese judge Ralf Riashi has been appointed deputy president of the
international tribunal as the court president uncovered he will visit Lebanon
mid-May and tour Syria, Jordan, Egypt, Turkey and Iran seeking judicial
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cooperation in the murder case of former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

Antonio Cassesse said his tour is aimed at urging Syria, Jordan, Egypt, Turkey and Iran to
sign "cooperation agreements" with the Special Tribunal for Lebanon "in order to allow
the court to listen to statements of the witnesses and suspects in a manner that takes
into account the sovereignty of these countries. "

The Italian judge, speaking in separate interviews published in Lebanese newspapers on
Thursday, said signing a similar agreement with Israel is related to the viewpoint of the
STL prosecutor Daniel Bellemare "in terms of the possibility of the presence of witnesses
or suspects there."

He said similar deals would be cut with countries where "many Lebanese citizens reside,"
including France, Brazil, Australia and Venezuela.

Cassesse spoke about possible scenarios regarding the fate of the four top former
security generals, stressing that Bellemare is the one to decide whether or not to keep
them in custody.

He stressed the need to reach a decision on the fate of the four generals in a period not
later than three weeks.

"If we release them and the prosecutor decided to re-arrest one of them, they could
escape," Cassesse warned.

He pointed to two scenarios: the first that the prosecutor could come out with a
conclusion that there is not enough evidence to charge the four generals and thus would
demand their release.

The second scenario, according to Cassesse, is that the prosecutor would find evidence to
convict at least one or two generals.

Bellemare, at this point, would ask the judge to release some of the generals and request
the transfer of the others to a prison in The Hague.

Following their transfer, the defense attorneys could request their release on conditional
bail.

Cassesse said it is likely in the event the judge agrees to release them on conditional bail
that they would come to Beirut.

He said court officials heard about the arrest of key witness in the Hariri case Mohammed
Zuhair Siddiq through the media, adding that the United Arab Emirates has sent no
official letter in this regard.

For his part, Lebanese judge Riashi defended measures taken by Lebanese judicial
authorities which led to the arrest of the four generals for nearly four years.

The daily As Safir, meanwhile, said Bellemare has requested from Belgian pre-trial
magistrate Daniel Fransen "extra time" to justify the detention of the four generals or
order their release.

Ralph Riachi Appointed Deputy President of Hariri Tribunal
The Daily Star
April 23, 2009

Lebanese judge Ralph Riachi has been appointed deputy president of the
international tribunal charged with investigating the assassination of former
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, media reports said on Thursday. Antonio
Cassisse, presiding judge for the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, announced
Riachi's appointment during a joint interview with his new colleague published
by the Ash-Sharq Al-Awsat newspaper. The names of the Lebanese judges had
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previously been kept under wraps due to security concerns. Riachi has already
relocated to the tribunal's headquarters in Leidschendam, a suburb outside of
The Hague. Commenting on security measures, he told the paper he felt
adequately protected. "I live with policemen," Riachi said jokingly. "I have a
team to protect me in The Hague and in Beirut, and I have a sufficient number
of security guards."

Riachi's appointment came less than one week after the tribunal's registrar, Robin Vincent
resigned unexpectedly, citing personal reasons. Vincent will stay on in The Hague until
June.

Cassisse meanwhile told the paper he intended to visit Lebanon and Syria in May, and
would submit a request to the Syrian authorities to discuss a memorandum of agreement
on the extradition of any Syrian suspects of witnesses to The Hague. He reiterated the
Tribunal's neutrality, adding that the court was "pursuing a serious endeavor, not seeking
any political gains and refused any sort of political interference."

Meanwhile on Thursday, Lebanon's As-Safir newspaper reported that police in Sharjah
handed over a key suspect in the Hariri tribunal to their Abu Dhabi counterparts.
Mohammad Zuhair Siddiq was transferred as he posed a threat to national security in the
United Arab Emirates and possessed a fake passport, the newspaper said.

Abu Dhabi police will now decide whether to imprison Siddiq or surrender him to Syria,
should Damascus submit an extradition request. The tribunal's spokesperson, Suzanne
Khan, refused to comment on Siddiq's arrest, telling the newspaper the Hariri tribunal
had "nothing to do with the handover of Siddiq."

The news came after Dubai's top police officer General Dahi Khalfan denied on Tuesday
reports that Siddiq had been detained in Dubai. The allegations first emerged last Friday
after an unidentified Arab diplomat in Dubai told reporters that Siddiq had been arrested
in the United Arab Emirates.

Siddiq, allegedly a former Syrian intelligence agent, was arrested in Paris in October 2005
under an international arrest warrant requested by a Lebanese prosecutor. He was put
under house arrest after the French government refused a request to extradite him to
Lebanon, saying it had failed to receive guarantees that Siddiq would not face the death
penalty if convicted. Siddiq disappeared in March 2008, prompting accusations by his
brother that France had "liquidated" him.

In 2006, Siddiq claimed Syrian President Bashar Assad and his then-Lebanese
counterpart Emile Lahoud had ordered Hariri's murder, which also killed 22 others along
Beirut's seafront in February 2005. The UN tribunal prosecuting Hariri's assassins initially
considered Siddiq a key witness in their probe, but made him a suspect after his
testimonies were discredited.

In March, tribunal officials said they had received a number of phone calls from Siddiq
but did not know his whereabouts.

Four other suspects - Generals Raymond Azar, Ali Hajj, Mustafa Hamdan and Jamil al-
Sayyed - are being held in connection with Hariri's death, after three civilians were
released on bail in late February. The tribunal's prosecutor Daniel Bellemare was expected
to recommend whether the men should be released later this month, but As-Safir
newspaper reported on Thursday that he had requested more time to deliberate.

The generals, who all worked in Lebanon's pro-Syrian security institutions at the time of
Hariri's assassination, were incarcerated in 2005 at the recommendation of former UN
investigator Detlev Mehlis. The men have never been formally charged but were brought
into custody on suspicion of terrorism, murder and attempted murder - accusations that
their lawyers say are based on the false testimony of a witness later discredited by
investigators.



According to the newspaper, Bellemare's request was made in a letter to the tribunal's
pre-trial judge Daniel Fransen. Earlier this month, Lebanon's investigative judge Saqr
Saqr lifted arrest warrants for the men, and the men will likely be released if not charged,
though they are expected to remain in custody until Bellemare delivers his
recommendation. According to Cassisse, Bellemare's decision will be made public
between April 27 and May 4.

[back to contents]
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An Apology From the Vatican
Northern News Services
By Herb Mathisen 
April 20, 2009

The Assembly of First Nations will be sending a delegation to the Vatican for a
meeting with Pope Benedict XVI on April 29.

Phil Fontaine, chief of the Assembly of First Nations, said he hopes the pope will issue a
statement to address the role the Roman Catholic church played in operating residential
schools and the harm it caused to aboriginal students who attended them.

"This will greatly assist the task of healing and reconciliation for survivors, Catholics and
all Canadians," Fontaine stated in a press release.

Around 75 per cent of residential schools in Canada were run by the Catholic church.

Bishop of the Diocese of Mackenzie-Fort Smith Murray Chatlain said Fontaine expressed a
desire to speak to the bishops of Canada at an annual gathering about a year and a half
ago.

"That was well received," he said, adding Fontaine also requested a meeting with the
Pope "to see if it was possible for him to make some kind of statement about the
residential school policy."

Chatlain said he thought there was going to be some kind of response from the Pope, but
didn't know what it would be.

Many former students have reported physical, mental and sexual abuse.

Norman Yakeleya, Sahtu MLA, saw any statement as a positive step in setting forth the
wrongs from the past and a step forward in the reconciliation process for the Roman
Catholic church and the aboriginal people of Canada.

"It's long overdue because a lot of elders already passed that should have heard it," he
said. Yakeleya then spoke about his mother, as an example.
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He said she was told by priests that her children were being taken care of while they
were attending Grollier Hall in Inuvik.

"She didn't know about the severe emotional and mental anguish that we suffered ...
until after, when we started to speak about the types of experience we went through and
she felt really, really bad," he said. "She said she didn't know. 'I believed the priest,' she
said."

Yakeleya said, if the pope does issue a statement on the church's involvement with
residential schools and the damages it caused, the bishop of Canada - as a representative
of the pope - should travel to each community of the NWT to explain what exactly the
pope was stating.

The bishop, he said, should "go to each community and sit down with the elders at each
church service," he said. "If (the pope) is going to make a statement on the church's role,
let the bishops say that in church in the communities."

Yakeleya said if the pope really wanted to demonstrate his respect for aboriginal values,
law and culture, he would come to the Northwest Territories "and kneel down on our
land."

"If he had a special delegation come to the NWT to meet with the people on this, because
the priests were sent up the Mackenzie Valley to Christianize the people, not knowing
that they already had their own form of spirituality," he said. "That would make a real big
difference."

"It's another part of the recognition of this part of our history and trying to have the
general society of Canada come to an understanding about it and a desire not to repeat
mistakes."

Don Kelly, a spokesperson for the Assembly of First Nations, said on Thursday a list of
delegates travelling to meet with the pope had yet to be compiled.

Yakeleya said the delegation needed to include residential school survivors and he would
like to see NWT survivors make the trip too.

"I think the pope really needs to know, for good or bad, right or wrong, the role the
Roman Catholic church played in the history of aboriginal people and maybe that will help
the people in the NWT," he said.

Yakeleya said he hoped the pope would also put some pressure on Canada to jump-start
the truth and reconciliation commission, which stalled when all three commissioners
resigned.

A new commission has yet to be named.

Last June, the Conservative government issued an apology for the abuses and
assimilation which occurred under the residential school system.

The truth and reconciliation commission was launched soon after, and was to travel
across the country and document the stories of residential school survivors, as part of the
healing process.
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Fujimori on Trial

Historic Ruling Against Impunity
LatinAmericaPress.org
By Elsa Chanduví Jaña
April 16, 2009

Ex-President Alberto Fujimori found guilty of human rights crimes, setting a
legal precedent for the world.

The 25-year prison sentence Peru´s Supreme Court handed ex-President Alberto Fujimori
on April 7 is a turning point for both this country and the world.

Fujimori, 70, is the first former head of state convicted for crimes against humanity by a
court in his own country, and for many, this verdict is key to fighting impunity.

“The Peruvian judiciary is starting to recover its credibility after it turned its back on the
people for 20 years,” Francisco Soberón, president of the Pro-Human Rights Association,
or APRODEH, told Latinamerica Press, referring to the two decades of internal violence
Peru suffered from 1980-2000. “It shows the world that the Peruvian justice system can
try, judge and convict ex heads of state with all the guarantees of due process and right
to defense.”

The 16-month, historic trial began on Dec. 10, 2007 — International Human Rights Day.
The three-judge panel of the special Supreme Court chamber, presided over by Judge
César San Martín Castro, unanimously convicted Fujimori for human rights violations and
25 years in prison.

In reading the verdict, San Martín said Fujimori was guilty “beyond all reasonable doubt”
of the charges: authorizing two death squad massacres in the early 1990s and the
kidnapping of a prominent journalist and a businessman.

“This is a milestone not only for democracy in Peru, but for the fight against impunity for
the whole world,” said Argentine lawyer Viviana Krsticevic, an international observer at
the trial and executive director of the Washington-based Center for Justice and
International Law. “It´s a sentence in which a national court is trying a head of state for
serious crimes against humanity, in a trial that has been detailed, substantial, that ends
with a resounding sentence that establishes Fujimori´s participation in serious human
rights violations, crimes against the state, crimes against humanity and determines a
severe and proportionate sentence for those crimes, which is 25 years in prison.”

The four cases

The ruling found Fujimori criminally responsible for the murder of 15 people, including an
eight-year-old boy, by the clandestine La Colina military death squad during a barbecue
in the Lima´s Barrios Altos neighborhood in 1991, and for the kidnapping and murder of
nine students and a professor in Enrique Guzmán y Valle University of Education, or La
Cantuta, east of Lima in 1992. He was also found responsible for grievous bodily harm in
the Barrios Altos case, as well as kidnapping journalist Gustavo Gorriti and businessman
Samuel Dyer, during Fujimori´s April 5 “self-coup,” when he shuttered Congress and
severely limited civil liberties.

The ruling also found that the crimes constituted crimes against humanity, under
international criminal law. The court said that the sentence would count starting with his
detention in Chile in November 2005, when he arrived in the neighboring country
surprisingly after fleeing Peru for his ancestral home in Japan when his 1990-2000
government collapsed. He was released June 18, 2006 on bail. Once he was extradited to
Peru, Fujimori had been detained since Sept. 22, 2007.

His sentence will end on Feb. 10, 2032.

Fujimori has already appealed the sentence.
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In a move applauded by the victims´ family members, the court also stated, at the
request of relatives´ lawyers, that the slain victims were not terrorists, a social stigma
that has followed them since the crime, and used by Fujimori supporters as a
justification.

Gisela Ortiz, whose brother, Enrique, was one of the nine students killed at La Cantuta by
Grupo Colina, said that she was “totally satisfied that it was a sentence that so widely
respected justice, that not only sentenced Fujimori to 25 years in prison but also for
crimes against humanity.”

“Also, because it recognizes the innocence of our family members,” she added. “I believe
that that is the most important part of this sentence because it repairs the memory of our
family members.”

Throughout the trial, Fujimori´s defense attorney, César Nakasaki, said that the case
lacked proof that the former president was responsible for the charges against him.
Nakasaki asked for documents with Fujimori´s signature authorizing the killings.

Autoría mediata, or criminal responsibility, for which Fujimori was found guilty, is based in
the fact that Fujimori was the “head of an apparatus of power, created specifically to
carry out a counter-subversive strategy outside the law,” according to APRODEH in its
report, “Fujimori: Facts and Reasons for a Sentence.”

“It is difficult that this type of organization acted through written orders,” it continued. “It
´s all build around protecting” such apparatus´ head.

The verdict recognized Fujimori´s responsibility in the actions of the Grupo Colina, a
military death squad that, according to San Martín, committed a minimum of 50 killings.
The ruling brought hope to victims of other human rights violations during the Fujimori
regime.

“Being that these [Colina members] are also the ones responsible for the death of my
daughter, I feel very good that justice has been done. I feel represented by these cases.
We wanted justice and it was served,” said Norma Méndez, mother of Melisa Alfaro, a
journalist with the now defunct weekly Cambio, who was killed on Oct. 10, 1991 by a
letter bomb. Her case has been in the Attorney General’s Office for four years.

Congresswoman Keiko Fujimori, the former president´s daughter, told supporters outside
the police base where the sentence was heard: “We feel proud of the work he has done,”
referring to her father.

“If they think this verdict and sentence will weaken us politically, they´re mistaken,” she
said. “Fujimorism will continue advancing. Today we´re at the top of the polls and we´ll
stay that way.”

More trials to come

Fujimori´s defense has until April 23 to file its appeal of the 25-year sentence. The
appeal process could last up to a year, but given the transcendence of the case, the
Supreme Court´s final verdict is expected within six months.

Ronald Gamarra, a lawyer for the civil part of the trial, says the fact that Fujimori´s
crimes were declared crimes against humanity means a statute of limitations cannot be
applied to them, nor can they be pardoned.

Under Peruvian law, Fujimori must serve three-quarters of his sentence — or more than
18 years in prison — before he can negotiate a change to his prison conditions, such as
conditional freedom or house arrest.

The former president is also facing other trials for corruption and usurpation of authority,
for charges of phone tapping opposition members, payoffs to lawmakers to support his
programs, using public funds to pay off media outlets for favorable covers, and for



transferring US$15 million in public funds to his security advisor and No. 2, Vladimiro
Montesinos, allegedly as “compensation for services lent to the nation.” This latter case
will be next on trial, expected to be quick, beginning on May 11. Avelino Guillén, the state
prosecutor in the case, has asked for an eight-year sentence.

The case dates back to September 2000, in the final days of the Fujimori regime,
following his fraudulent re-election, as his government began to crumble. In November,
Fujimori resigned by fax from Japan, which was rejected by Congress, who then found
him unfit to rule. He lived in Japan, shielded by strong laws protecting its citizens
(Fujimori had dual citizenship) from being extradited. He arrived in Chile five years later,
in the run-up to Peru´s April 2006 presidential election. He was extradited in September
2007.

Currently, Peru´s anti-corruption attorneys and the Justice Ministry are preparing a
second package of cases to present to Chile against Fujimori. Peru´s justice system can
only try Fujimori on charges approved by Chile, since the neighboring country authorized
his extradition based on those first cases. The new cases include the massacre of 42
prisoners detained for alleged terrorism in the Miguel Castro Castro prison in 1992, and
the sale of 10,000 AKM rifles to the guerrilla Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, or
FARC, in 1992.

Fujimori is already serving a six-year sentence for the illegal search of Montesinos´ wife
´s apartment in 2000, to supposedly look for incriminating documents and video
cassettes.

[back to contents]
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Guantanamo Captive Phones TV Office, Claims Abuse
Reuters
By Jane Sutton 
April 15, 2009

A young Guantanamo prisoner from Chad was given permission to telephone a
relative but instead called the al Jazeera television network and said he was
being beaten and abused at the U.S. detention camp.

Transcripts of the recorded interview with Guantanamo captive Mohammad el Gharani
were posted on the Qatar-based television network's English-language website on
Tuesday.

It was the first known interview with a captive held behind the razor-wire encampments
at Guantanamo, which journalists are allowed to visit only if they sign an agreement not
speak to any prisoners. It was not immediately clear when the call was made.

Gharani, now 21, has been held at Guantanamo for seven years. He was ordered freed by
a U.S. district judge in Washington in January, a week before U.S. President Barack
Obama took office and ordered the prison operation shut down within a year.

The camp was opened by the Bush administration in 2002 to hold and interrogate
suspected al Qaeda and Taliban members after the September 11 attacks. Critics have
condemned the facility as a symbol of abuses in Washington's war on terrorism.

Gharani lives with other detainees the courts have ordered freed, in a group housing
compound under fewer restrictions than most of the 240 Guantanamo captives.

http://uk.reuters.com/article/usTopNews/idUKTRE53D7LI20090415?sp=true


He told al Jazeera he had been beaten with batons and teargassed by a group of six
soldiers wearing protective gear and helmets after refusing to leave his cell.

"This treatment started about 20 days before Obama came into power, and since then
I've been subjected to it almost every day," he told Al Jazeera.

"Since Obama took charge he has not shown us that anything will change."

The U.S. military has said detainees are treated humanely.

'MOSAIC OF ALLEGATIONS'

A spokesman at Guantanamo, Lieutenant Commander Brook DeWalt, said some of those
cleared for release were allowed weekly telephone calls to relatives, but did not know
whether Gharani had dialed the call himself, which would have violated policy.

Another government official who asked not to be identified said Gharani phoned al
Jazeera under the guise of calling an uncle. He did not know how Gharani obtained the
television network's phone number.

Gharani was captured in Pakistan in late 2001 and taken to Guantanamo Bay in early
2002. The U.S. government said the then-14-year-old had stayed at an al Qaeda-
affiliated guest house in Afghanistan, fought in the battle of Tora Bora in 2001, served as
a courier for senior al Qaeda operatives and was part of a London-based al Qaeda cell.

But U.S. District Judge Richard Leon said the "mosaic of allegations" came from two other
Guantanamo captives whose reliability and credibility were questionable, and ruled the
government had failed to show evidence he was part of or supported al Qaeda or the
Taliban.

He ordered Gharani sent either to Saudi Arabia, where he was raised and his family lives,
or to Chad. The Obama administration is studying how to carry out those orders and
what to do with the other prisoners.

Holder: Law Not Always Followed in Terror Fight
The Associated Press
By Jim Fitzgerald 
April 15, 2009

Attorney General Eric Holder told a mostly military audience Wednesday that
some of those engaged in the battle against terrorism did not always follow the
law.

Holder did not mention torture or name the target of his criticism, leveled in a speech for
a law conference at the U.S. Military Academy. However, he praised military lawyers in
the Judge Advocate General Corps for their work representing terror detainees.

"In our current struggle against international terrorism, when others surrendered faithful
obedience to the law to the circumstances of the time, it was the brave men and women
of the JAG corps who stood up against the tides, many times risking their careers to do
so," Holder said.

The speech came a day before a court deadline for the Obama administration to release
all or parts of key Bush administration memos detailing which tough interrogation
techniques were acceptable against terror suspects. Critics of the Bush administration say
those tough techniques amounted to torture.

Holder insisted that even when the government must act in secrecy for national security
reasons, "we must be most vigilant in relying on the rule of law to govern our conduct."

"A need to act behind closed doors does not grant a license to pursue policies, and to
take actions, that cannot withstand the disinfecting power of sunlight," the attorney

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/15/AR2009041503244.html


general said.

His remarks stood in sharp contrast to criticism last month from former Vice President
Dick Cheney, who charged that the Obama administration was making the country less
safe by dismantling some Bush-era anti-terror programs.

Holder told his audience, "We will not sacrifice our values or trample on our Constitution
under the false premise that it is the only way to protect our national security."

The gathering of about 150 included military and civilian lawyers and law professors as
well as Army cadets and their colleagues from the Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard
academies. Holder was given a standing ovation at the end of his speech.

The attorney general acknowledged that the hardest part of his job so far is emptying the
Guantanamo Bay detention facility of terror suspects by early next year. Some will be
released or sent to other countries, and others will face prosecution in U.S. federal
courts. Officials still don't know what to do about the third category of detainees.

"If a detainee is too dangerous to release, yet there are insurmountable obstacles to
prosecuting him in federal court, what shall we do?" Holder said. "Though we do not
know yet the answer, I pledge that the ultimate solution will be one that is grounded in
our Constitution."

Spain’s Attorney General Opposes Prosecutions of 6 Bush Officials on Allowing Torture
The New York Times
By Marlise Simons 
April 16, 2009

Spain’s attorney general on Thursday strongly criticized steps to open a criminal
investigation in Madrid into allegations that six former Bush administration
officials authorized the torture of detainees at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba.

Cándido Conde-Pumpido, the attorney general, said at a breakfast meeting with
journalists in Madrid that he would oppose any legal action in Spain because the proper
forum would be an American court and that any investigation should focus on those who
actually mistreated detainees.

But in Spain, the attorney general does not have the last word; an investigating judge
decides whether a case will proceed. Lawyers familiar with the case said that the stage
had now apparently been set for a struggle between judges and politicians.

The judge handling the complaint against the Americans is Baltasar Garzón, the
crusading magistrate who ordered the arrest of the former Chilean dictator Augusto
Pinochet.

In the past, Mr. Garzón has ignored opinions by politicians and law enforcement officials.

But with Spain’s government eager to improve its formerly tense relations with
Washington, lawyers familiar with the case said there was evidently political pressure to
dismiss it.

The attorney general’s public intervention was unexpected and unusual, particularly
because he appeared to overrule prosecutors at the Madrid court that was dealing with
the complaint.

Last week the prosecutors, who are asked for an opinion before the investigating judge
proceeds, wrote that Spain could claim jurisdiction in the case because it was a party to
the United Nations Convention Against Torture and five former Guantánamo inmates,
three of them Spanish citizens and two Spanish residents, claimed that they were
tortured. Lawyers who had seen the still-unreleased document said it gave the green light
for a criminal investigation against the six Americans.

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/17/world/europe/17spain.html?ref=world


Besides Alberto Gonzalez, the former attorney general, the complaint named John C. Yoo,
the former Justice Department lawyer who wrote secret opinions saying the president had
the authority to circumvent the Geneva Conventions, and Douglas J. Feith, the former
under secretary of defense for policy.

Secret memorandums by Mr. Yoo and other top administration lawyers helped clear the
way for aggressive policies like waterboarding and other harsh interrogation techniques,
which the C.I.A. director, the attorney general and other American officials have said
amount to torture.

The other Americans named in the complaint were William J. Haynes II, former general
counsel for the Department of Defense; Jay S. Bybee, Mr. Yoo’s former boss at the Justice
Department’s Office of Legal Counsel; and David S. Addington, the chief of staff and legal
adviser to Vice President Dick Cheney.

Mr. Conde-Pumpido said that naming White House legal advisers instead of their bosses
was a legal “artifice.”

Gonzalo Boye, the lawyer for the human rights group that filed the complaint in March,
dismissed the attorney general’s arguments as “legal nonsense.” He said that in Spain as
in most countries, legal advisers can be held accountable for bending or breaking the law.
It was not known when Judge Garzón would issue his decision on how he plans to
proceed. Lawyers said the case could still be assigned to a different judge.

Report Gives New Detail on Approval of Brutal Techniques
New York Times
By Brian Knowlton 
April 21, 2009

A newly declassified Congressional report released Tuesday outlined the most
detailed evidence yet that the military’s use of harsh interrogation methods on
terrorism suspects was approved at high levels of the Bush administration.

The report focused solely on interrogations carried out by the military, not those
conducted by the Central Intelligence Agency at its secret prisons overseas. It rejected
claims by former Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld and others that Pentagon
policies played no role in harsh treatment of prisoners at Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq or
other military facilities.

The 232-page report, the product of an 18-month inquiry, was approved on Nov. 20 by
the Senate Armed Services Committee, but has since been under Pentagon review for
declassification. Some of the findings were made public in a Dec. 12 article in The New
York Times; a spokesman for Mr. Rumsfeld dismissed the report at the time as
“unfounded allegations against those who have served our nation.”

The Senate report documented how some of the techniques used by the military at
prisons in Afghanistan and at the naval base in Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, as well as in Iraq
— stripping detainees, placing them in “stress positions” or depriving them of sleep —
originated in a military program known as Survival Evasion Resistance and Escape, or
SERE, intended to train American troops to resist abusive enemy interrogations.

According to the Senate investigation, a military behavioral scientist and a colleague who
had witnessed SERE training proposed its use at Guantánamo in October 2002, as
pressure was rising “to get ‘tougher’ with detainee interrogations.” Officers there sought
authorization, and Mr. Rumsfeld approved 15 interrogation techniques.

The report showed that Mr. Rumsfeld’s authorization was cited by a United States military
special-operations lawyer in Afghanistan as “an analogy and basis for use of these
techniques,” and that, in February 2003, a special-operations unit in Iraq obtained a copy
of the policy from Afghanistan “that included aggressive techniques, changed the
letterhead, and adopted the policy verbatim.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/22/us/politics/22report.html?ref=politics


Months later, the report said, the interrogation officer in charge at Abu Ghraib obtained a
copy of that policy “and submitted it, virtually unchanged, through her chain of
command.” This ultimately led to authorization by Lt. Gen. Ricardo Sanchez of the use of
stress positions, “sleep management” and military dogs to exploit detainees’ fears, the
report said.

“The paper trail on abuse leads to top civilian leaders, and our report connects the dots,”
Senator Carl Levin, Democrat of Michigan, the chairman of the Armed Services
Committee, said on Tuesday in a conference call with reporters. “This report, in great
detail, shows a paper trail going from that authorization” by Mr. Rumsfeld “to
Guantánamo to Afghanistan and to Iraq,” Mr. Levin said.

Legal Experts Want More from Obama on Guantanamo
Los Angeles Times
By Carol J. Williams 
April 21, 2009

President Obama's early moves to condemn torture, order the closure of
Guantanamo and commit to combat climate change won him accolades from
international human rights advocates turned off by the go-it-alone attitude of
the Bush administration.

Now the world's lawyers are worried that those goals could languish on the diplomatic
back burner as the president and his team concentrate on the global economic crisis.

Champions of the environment and the law concede that Obama has a lot on his plate,
but impatience is setting in following missed opportunities in recent weeks to signal a
new direction on fighting terrorism and global warming.

Legal experts have been able to do little more than shake hands and give cursory review
to their differences at international gatherings such as the Group of 20 economic summit
in London, an international law forum in Washington and the U.N. climate conference in
Bonn.

Since the Bush administration declared its war on terrorism after the Sept. 11 attacks,
rights activists have spoken out against the indefinite detention and harsh interrogation
of terrorism suspects at the Guantanamo Bay naval base in Cuba.

At least a dozen nations have signaled they are willing to help hasten Guantanamo's
closure by taking in some prisoners no longer considered a security threat yet faced with
torture or execution if returned to their home countries. During Obama's meetings with
world leaders in London this month, French President Nicolas Sarkozy said France would
accept an Algerian detainee. But other nations are waiting to see what Washington is
willing to do, pointing to U.S. failure to grant asylum to 17 Uighurs cleared for release
years ago who could face persecution in China.

"It's a political question in our country as to whether we should take people when the
United States has not yet, in spite of this being a problem of their own making," said
Andreas Paulus, a law professor at Germany's Goettingen University. "The view many
abroad have of the United States now is that they use international law when it suits
them and drop it when it doesn't."

Humanitarian law experts say they expect to see a return to compliance with the Geneva
Convention and other pacts within the law of war by U.S. armed forces fighting against
those deemed terrorists.

Yoram Dinstein, a Tel Aviv University international law professor, describes the violence
inflicted on civilians by U.S. bombing raids of suspected terrorist hide-outs as willful
disregard for treaty obligations.

"You can kill all the combatants you want. What you are not allowed to do is cause

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-obama-gitmo-law21-2009apr21,0,5426966.story


collateral damage -- civilian casualties," said Dinstein, who sees little change in U.S. war
fighting since Obama took office.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has drafted guidance on determining
legitimate targets in armed conflicts, which U.S. officials continue to keep at arm's
length.

Limiting targeted killing to those actively and "continuously" engaged in hostile actions
and restricting the use of force to "no more than necessary under the circumstances," as
the Red Cross guidance to be published in June prescribes, is going to be "problematic"
from the U.S. viewpoint, said Stephen Pomper, a State Department lawyer responsible
for law of war issues.

The hesitation to make a radical departure from the Bush years in security matters has
some legal analysts concerned that Obama's team is more talk than action.

On environmental issues, the president has stirred more confidence for long-term reform
despite echoing some of Bush's grounds for having opted out of the Kyoto Protocol. All
developed nations except the United States have issued binding commitments to cut
emissions of greenhouse gases. The Bush administration refused to adhere to Kyoto on
grounds that it did not include limits on key developing nations China and India.

Todd Stern, special envoy on climate change for the State Department, told U.N. officials
meeting in Bonn this month that the Obama administration is determined to make up for
lost time.

"We do not doubt the science, we do not doubt the urgency, and we do not doubt the
enormity of the challenge before us," Stern said. But he also alluded to a need for
pragmatism and a focus on what is achievable.

Hans Corell, a Swedish diplomat who was U.N. undersecretary for legal affairs, says the
international community has faith Obama will recover the United States' leadership role.

"I belong to the generation that looked up to the United States of America as the best
model of democracy. As a European, I remember that Americans came and pulled us out
of the muck," he said of post-World War II Europe, where U.S. troops and reconstruction
aid rescued a continent that was a moral and economic shambles. "But Guantanamo and
Abu Ghraib have been blotches on the Star-Spangled Banner. The Americans have lost
the moral high ground with this so-called war on terror."

Whether there is a role for the International Court of Justice in prosecuting terrorism
suspects from Guantanamo or other U.S.-run detention facilities remains to be seen.
Military prosecutors have charged fewer than two dozen of the prisoners, who once
numbered more than 700, due in large part to a dearth of evidence.

The U.S. has also refused to comply with international court judgments contrary to
domestic policy, as in cases brought from Mexico and Germany in fruitless attempts to
halt executions.

"The world needs the leadership of the United States now as at no other time," Corell
said. "But it cannot lead until it recovers the moral and legal high ground."

Judge Allows Afghan to Fight Detention: ACLU
Reuters
April 22, 2009

A federal judge denied a U.S. Justice Department motion to dismiss or delay a
challenge to the detention of a young Afghan man at the Guantanamo prison
camp, the American Civil Liberties Union said on Wednesday.

http://www.reuters.com/article/domesticNews/idUSTRE53L6V720090422


Mohammed Jawad is charged with throwing a grenade that injured two U.S. soldiers and
their Afghan interpreter at a bazaar in Kabul in December 2002.

Jawad, only 16 or 17 years old when he was arrested, was turned over to U.S. forces and
then sent to the prison on the U.S. naval base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. His trial, which
had been due to start in January, has been postponed indefinitely.

"Today's ruling is vindication of the right to challenge indefinite detention," said Jonathan
Hafetz, an American Civil Liberties Union National Security project lawyer and counsel in
Jawad's habeas corpus case.

Habeas corpus is a long-standing legal principle by which people can challenge their
imprisonment.

"A prompt habeas hearing is especially necessary because Mr. Jawad's mental and
physical well-being continue to be jeopardized by the harsh conditions in which he is
being held at Guantanamo. This order upholds Mr. Jawad's right to have his day in court,"
Hafetz said.

The Department of Justice declined to comment.

A status hearing in Jawad's case is scheduled for April 27.

U.S. President Barack Obama has pledged to shut down the Guantanamo prison camp
that is widely seen as a stain on the human rights record of the United States and a
symbol of detainee abuse and detention without charge under the administration of
former President George W. Bush.

Obama now must decide what to do with the detainees still being held at Guantanamo.

[back to contents]
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Senior rebels sentenced to long prison terms in Sierra Leone
Amnesty International
April 9, 2009

Three senior leaders of the Sierra Leone rebel group, the Revolutionary United
Front (RUF), were sentenced to long prison terms by the Special Court for Sierra
Leone (SCSL) on Wednesday. Issa Hassan Sesay, Morris Kallon and Augustine
Gbao were found guilty in February of crimes against humanity and war crimes
committed during the internal armed conflict that took place in Sierra Leone
between 1991 and 2002.

The RUF's interim leader, Issa Sesay, was sentenced to nearly 700 years in prison. The
judge ruled that separate sentences for 16 counts of war crimes and crimes against
humanity be served concurrently, meaning Issa Sesay will be incarcerated for a

http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/news/senior-rebels-sentenced-long-prison-terms-sierra-leone-20090409


maximum of 52 years.

Former RUF commander Morris Kallon will serve a maximum of 39 years. Commander
Augustine Gbao will spend 25 years in prison. 

Amnesty International said in February that the convictions were a positive, but still
insufficient, step in the fight against impunity in that country. The organization noted,
however, that only a handful of those suspected of bearing the greatest responsibility in
the armed conflict in Sierra Leone have been tried by the Special Court.

Amnesty International said that many others - numbering perhaps in the several
hundreds - must be investigated in Sierra Leone or in any other state willing to exercise
universal jurisdiction and, if there is sufficient admissible evidence, prosecuted in fair
trials without the possibility of the death penalty.

The SCSL Trial Chamber found in February that Issa Hassan Sesay, Morris Kallon and
Augustine Gbao are criminally responsible for unlawful killings, rape, forced marriage,
acts of terrorism, attacks on peacekeepers, enslavement and other inhuman acts, among
other crimes – reinforcing international condemnation of crimes of sexual violence.

[back to contents]
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Israel won't cooperate with UN probe of Gaza war
AFP
April 15, 2009

Israel has informed the United Nations it will refuse to cooperate with a probe
of war crimes allegedly committed during the military offensive in the Gaza
Strip, a senior official said.

"Israel has informed the UN Human Rights Council it will not cooperate with an
investigation based on a biased resolution," the official, who asked not to be named, told
AFP.

He said a letter to this effect was sent last week.

Israel had claimed earlier the probe sought to tarnish Israel's reputation.

"The investigation has no moral ground since it decided even before it started who is
guilty and of what," foreign ministry spokesman Yigal Palmor said earlier this month.

Six days before the 22-day Gaza offensive ended, the UN council voted on January 12 to
investigate "grave" human rights violations by Israeli forces against the Palestinians.

Some Western countries said the resolution put forward by Arab and African states was
too one-sided and failed to clearly recognise the role of rocket attacks launched by
Palestinian militants in triggering the offensive.

Former international prosecutor Richard Goldstone has been named to head the probe.

Jew with Israel ties heads UN war crimes investigation of recent Israel-Hamas fighting
Associated Press
By Alexander G. Higgens
April 18, 2009
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The Palestinian human rights debate has taken a new turn with the appointment
of Richard Goldstone, a Jew with close ties to Israel, to head a U.N.
investigation into atrocities allegedly committed in Israel's recent war with
Hamas.

Goldstone, who played a prominent role in the campaign against apartheid in his native
South Africa, rose to global prominence in 1994 when he became U.N. chief prosecutor
for war crimes.

That made him the point man to investigate two of the worst human rights disasters of
the time: genocide in the former Yugoslavia and in Rwanda.

Now the 70-year-old judge is turning to the Israeli-Palestinian dispute, and the U.N.'s
demand to investigate the three-week war in which more than 1,000 Palestinians died as
Israel waged an offensive to stop Hamas rocket attacks that have killed more than 20
Israelis.

The investigation called by the 47-nation Human Rights Council was only supposed to
look at Israeli conduct, but Goldstone didn't accept the assignment until the council's
Nigerian president, Martin Uhomoibhi, said it would also look at Palestinian actions.

Asked how he felt as a Jew leading an investigation that involves the Jewish state,
Goldstone said: "It certainly came to me as quite a shock."

Goldstone, who is on the board of governors of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, said,
"I've taken a deep interest in Israel, in what happens in Israel, and I have been
associated with organizations that have worked in Israel."

But he said he intends to live up to his reputation for impartiality.

As head of a five-member South African judicial commission in the early 1990s he
criticized all political groups — from President F.W. de Klerk's white-led government to
Nelson Mandela's African National Congress and its rival, the Inkatha Freedom Party.

The large contingent of Arab and other Muslim countries on the U.N. human rights body
has led to a stream of condemnations of Israel almost to the exclusion of human rights
problems elsewhere.

The council followed form again in January when it drew up the demand for a mission "to
investigate all violations of international human rights law and international humanitarian
law by the occupying Power, Israel, against the Palestinian people."

Previously Israel has rejected council investigations, calling them biased, and an Israeli
official said Wednesday his government was unlikely to cooperate with the Goldstone
probe because it distrusts the U.N. rights council.

But Yousef Rizka, political adviser to Gaza Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh of Hamas, said
Goldstone's team would be welcome in Gaza.

"They will find the full cooperation by the Palestinian government and the Palestinian
people, because the crimes of the occupation are clear and no one can underestimate it,"
Rizka said.

No date has been set for the investigators to travel to the region.

Aharon Leshno Yaar, Israel's ambassador to U.N. organizations in Geneva, said: "It is
clear to everybody who follows this council and the way that it treats Israel that justice
cannot be the outcome of this mission."

It doesn't matter that the president of the council has broadened the mandate, Leshno
Yaar told The Associated Press. "It's not his authority," nor does the choice of Goldstone
make any difference, he said.



New York-based Human Rights Watch said that it has criticized the council in the past "for
its exclusive focus on Israeli rights violations."

But Israel should cooperate because Goldstone can be trusted to make the inquiry
"demonstrate the highest standards of impartiality," the group wrote to U.S. Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton and 27 European foreign ministers.

The international criticism of the Gaza offensive has deepened a sense among Israelis
that their country is being treated unfairly. They see a double standard in the U.N.
council's call to investigate Israel but not the Islamic militants who for years have been
firing rockets into Israeli towns and villages.

Uhomoibhi, the council president, said he instructed Goldstone to produce a report "that
truly reflects the events on the ground, and that includes dealing with all violations in an
impartial and objective manner."

Goldstone said after being appointed April 3 that an impartial investigation of alleged war
crimes before, during and after the December-January fighting was in the interest of both
Israelis and Palestinians.

"I am already on public record as having expressed my deep concern for the heavy loss
of innocent lives in Gaza and Israel," Goldstone said.

Sri Lankan army ignores UN call for truce
PressTV
April 19, 2009

Sri Lanka's troops maintain their offensive against Tamil Tigers in the troubled
northeast of the country, ignoring UN calls for a truce.

The Sri Lankan defense ministry said on Saturday that the military was responding to the
attacks the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) staged from a safe "civilian zone".

"The LTTE terrorists continued mounting heavy artillery and mortar attacks from the no-
fire zone at troops now advancing towards the general area of Vellamullivaikkal," the
ministry said in a statement.

It also claims at least eight rebels were killed and another nine wounded in the fighting.

The United Nations has appealed for a fresh ceasefire in the zone -- about 20 square
kilometers (8 sq miles) of coastal area in Mullaitivu district -- where nearly one-hundred-
thousand civilians are trapped in the battle.

Earlier, Sri Lanka's government declared a temporary suspension of offensives against
Tamil Tiger rebels during the April 13-14 Sri Lankan New Year.

Only a few hundred civilians used the two-day unilateral government truce with Tamil
Tiger rebels to escape.

The Sri Lankan army accuses the Tamil rebels of positioning their weapons near civilian
shelters while the rebels have accused the troops of hitting civilian sites.

The UN says both sides may be guilty of war crimes.

The rebels have been fighting for a separate state for ethnic Tamils in Sri Lanka's north
and east. The conflict has left more than 70,000 people dead since 1983.

Colombo claims it has captured all rebel-held territory in the northeast of the country
after months of intense fighting. Government sources say they are close to crushing the
26-year separatist war.

Ban - Aid Workers' Expulsion Impeding Peacekeeping, Relief Efforts
UN News Centre
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April 21, 2009

The expulsion of humanitarian and human rights agencies from Sudan following
the issuance of an arrest warrant for the Sudanese president for war crimes is
thwarting the United Nations' efforts in peacekeeping and humanitarian aid,
Secretary-General Ban K-moon said.

Mr. Ban characterized the Government's decision to eject 16 humanitarian and human
rights non-governmental organizations (NGOs), following the indictment on 4 March of
President Omar Al-Bashir by the International Criminal Court (ICC), as an "extremely
negative" development.

"While joint United Nations-Government of the Sudan efforts can address some of the
most critical gaps in aid delivery in the coming weeks, the cumulative effects over time of
the removal of such a large amount of humanitarian capacity puts well over 1 million
people at life-threatening risk," he wrote in his latest report to the Security Council on
the deployment of the hybrid UN-African Union (AU) peacekeeping mission in the war-
torn Darfur region.

The start of the rainy season next month could exacerbate the already dire situation, he
added.

The Secretary-General called on authorities to urgently "re-establish an atmosphere of
trust and mutual confidence with the humanitarian community," stressing the importance
of cooperation to fill the most immediate gaps.

The impact of the expulsions on the work of the UN-AU mission, known as UNAMID,
cannot be underestimated, he said. "A significant disruption in the provision of
humanitarian assistance will almost certainly lead to a serious heightening of tensions
among internally displaced persons [IDPs], particularly in the larger camps for the
displaced."

As a result, the risk of violence could rise, complicating UNAMID's ability to carry out its
protection mandate, Mr. Ban underlined.

He also voiced concern over continued insecurity - including clashes between Government
forces and armed groups, the recurrence of tribal fighting and the build-up of troops
along the Chad-Sudan border - which has impeded the mission's ability to visit locations
to assess the impact of bombardments on civilians.

The Secretary-General wrote that the security of UN and associated personnel is also a
critical issue, with vehicle hijackings and compound invasions growing increasingly
deliberate in nature.

"The latest security developments highlight, once again, the fundamental challenges that
UNAMID continues to face while operating in an environment where the parties show no
intent to give up the use of force, and further underscore the urgent need for a
comprehensive settlement to the Darfur crisis," he said.

An estimated 300,000 people have been killed in Darfur and another 2.7 million have
been forced from their homes since fighting erupted in 2003, pitting rebels against
Government forces and allied Janjaweed militiamen.

In spite of the challenges UNAMID faces, Mr. Ban said that the mission has "been able to
make a difference on the ground."

But the report called on Member States to provide critical equipment, especially military
helicopters, to increase UNAMID's mobility and operational impact.

[back to contents]
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