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Russia’s Wagner Uprising Will Force a Kremlin Reshuffle in Africa (United States Institute for Peace) By Heather Ashby, Ph.D. and Joseph Sany, Ph.D.
July 13, 2023

Three weeks after Russia’s Wagner Group mounted an armed uprising against authorities in Moscow, the still-swirling fallout will force changes in
the mercenary group’s operations in Africa. The open outbreak of conflict among rival armed factions that Vladimir Putin sponsors as props of his
autocratic regime will now force him to find new managers for his strategy of seeking influence and resources through strongmen and warlords in
unstable African countries.

These developments open an opportunity for Africans and the West to better illuminate Russia’s corrupt, often brutal methods in Africa, and their consequences.

The Kremlin revealed this week that Putin met the Wagner Group’s leader, Yevgeniy Prigozhin, and dozens of Wagner commanders just days after thousands of Wagner fighters seized a southern Russian
military headquarters and began an armed drive on Moscow. While that meeting was publicized to suggest unity between Putin and Wagner, USIP analyst Mary Glantz has underscored that Putin will now need
to find ways to re-assert control over Wagner and re-distribute power among the collection of forces that underpin his rule at home and his influence-seeking abroad. These include official state institutions —
Russia’s formal military branches, paramilitary units and intelligence services — and more shadowy, public or putatively private organisms such as Wagner and other mercenary forces or state-owned security
companies.

According to USIP’s vice president for Africa, Joseph Sany, and its acting director for Russia and Europe, Heather Ashby, the Wagner upheaval will not force Russia to reduce its roles in Africa — but it stains
Russia’s “brand” on the continent and opens a path to better illuminate how the Kremlin’s corrupt methods harm African governance and people.

What are we seeing so far of Vladimir Putin’s efforts to repair his structure of vassalized forces, and notably those that have been part of his involvement in conflicts and fragile states abroad?

Ashby: It should not come as much of a surprise that the pieces of Wagner are being divided among the Russian Ministry of Defense and non-government entities with connections to the Kremlin (though
exactly who, outside of the government, is unclear at the moment). This type of division of assets and cronyism when a person falls out of favor with Putin is a trademark of Putinism that has been a feature of
his time in power. Prigozhin and Wagner are no exceptions. In addition to Wagner, Prigozhin also operated another private military company in Africa, Sewa Security Services. Sewa has not received the same
amount of attention from Western media, but has been tracked by U.N. human rights monitors for its impact on the conflict in the Central African Republic. Prigozhin’s mutiny has obviously impacted Wagner,
as well as the defense ministry’s order that all mercenaries sign contracts with the ministry by July 1. But that does not mean there has been any significant or rapid drawdown of Wagner operations in Africa
and the Middle East. In Libya, for example, where Wagner has operated under the radar, the Russian government has continued to invest more resources and time in the country and the broader region. Expect
to see more of the Russian government operating in these conflict environments alongside any remnants of Wagner or Sewa Security Services, and other Russian private military companies, as has been the case
in recent years. In Mozambique, where a Wagner mercenary force tried and failed to contain a local insurgency in 2019, the Russian government has been working to rebuild relations with the Mozambican
government.

Besides Wagner, a number of Russian private military companies have been operating throughout the world, including in Ukraine and Africa, over the years. These companies have ties to various Russian
government intelligence agencies and state-owned companies such as the oil and gas exporter Gazprom and the technology firm Rostec. It is not inconceivable that one of those companies or intelligence
agencies would pick up the pieces of Wagner and its lucrative businesses in Africa and the Middle East. The upcoming Russia-Africa Summit, on July 27-28, will likely provide insight into how Putin and the
Russian government plans to engage with African states, particularly conflict-prone ones, for the foreseeable future — and its response to the demise of Wagner.

How is this intra-Russian upheaval likely to affect Moscow’s long game for influence and wealth extraction in African countries? And are particular countries, warlord or conflicts in Africa likely to be affected?

Sany: The Wagner mutiny, beyond demonstrating the fragility of the Russian model of engagement, has dealt a significant blow to the Russian “brand” as a great power in a multipolar world and as a stable and
reliable security partner. The mutiny may not change the drivers of the collusion between the Russian state and the network of shadowy entities that are linked to Putin and Russian oligarchs. There may be a
change of name, or a replacement of Wagner by another group, such as Sewa, already operating in the Central African Republic (CAR), or Patriot, a military company linked to Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu.

The images of Wagner tanks rolling toward Moscow sent a strong shockwave through many capitals, particularly those of Wagner client governments like CAR and Mali, where there was real confusion and
panic amongst authorities and generals. A reflection of the importance of this fallout is that Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov had to go out of his way to reassure these countries of Russia’s commitment
to security cooperation. In so doing, he publicly acknowledged the collaboration that exists between the Russian state and the Russian private military companies in Africa, a fact that officials in both Mali and
CAR only timidly, if not informally, recognized.

In addition to the damage to Russia’s brand as a stable and reliable security partner that can defend its clients in a multipolar world (as it proclaims), the Wagner mutiny and the reassurance campaign launched
by Moscow have blown the cover on the deniability the Kremlin enjoyed when it came to Wagner predation, illicit activities and human rights abuses in Africa. Russia officials are therefore exposing themselves
to prosecution related to the continuous violations and crimes perpetrated by Wagner mercenaries and the various shady entities of the criminal network. Working with African partners, the United States
should underscore the realities of the Kremlin’s approach to Africa, including Russia’s toolkit and principal actors, and the consequences of its engagement. This includes supporting African media and
investigative journalism to expose Russia's role in corrupt schemes and its support for oppressive regimes. This exposure of realities should illuminate the manipulative approach used by the Russian-linked
criminal networks and their local cronies to subvert democracy, violate local laws, and force out of business hard-working local entrepreneurs through blackmail, corruption and violence, and human rights
abuses and killings.

More fundamentally, the United States and its partners should see the vulnerabilities of Russian-targeted countries as a warning flag to sustain a priority of addressing the root causes of those ills, such as poor
governance, poverty and terrorism.
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Why is the International Criminal Court so silent on Sudan? (Al Jazeera) By Sarah Nouwen
July 13, 2023

In the few months since fighting broke out between the Sudanese army and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) on April 15, thousands of civilians have
been killed in callous attacks directly targeting them, in Khartoum, Darfur and beyond. Many more have perished from lack of access to food, water
and medical care. Millions have been displaced.

Comparatively weak on the ground, the army has resorted to bombing civilian districts to attack the RSF. In the capital of West Darfur, el-Geneina, the RSF has assassinated the governor and the humanitarian
aid commissioner, and killed many doctors, journalists and humanitarians. Members of the paramilitary group looted houses, banks and hospitals. They also appeared on widely shared videos chanting in the
streets of el-Geneina, “No more Massalit”, referring to a group that considers West Darfur its homeland.

Undoubtedly, serious crimes, indeed international crimes, are being committed in Sudan. The UN Secretary-General António Guterres has said that “the scale and speed of Sudan’s descent into death and
destruction is unprecedented”. Sudanese are therefore asking, where is the International Criminal Court (ICC) amid all this carnage and suffering?

When I was doing research in Sudan in 2008, Darfuris had high expectations of the ICC. After the ICC Prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo requested an arrest warrant for Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir,
several newborns in camps for the displaced in Darfur were named “Ocambo” after him. The prosecutor fuelled Sudanese expectations to find justice at the ICC with strong statements such as, “Arrest today,
and you have peace and justice tomorrow.” Darfuri children were even witnessed capturing a hedgehog, naming it “Bashir”, tying it to a string and pretending that they were taking it to the court in The Hague.

But these expectations were quickly quashed: without its own police force, the ICC could not enforce its arrest warrant for al-Bashir. So rather than ending his reign, the ICC arrest warrant helped strengthen the
Sudanese president’s grip on power. In response to the ICC’s move, among other things, he created a new security force for his own protection: the Rapid Support Forces, drawn from the infamous Janjaweed
militias that he had used to suppress rebellion in Darfur. These were the militias that had been internationally accused of committing war crimes, crimes against humanity, if not genocide, in Darfur. This is the
force now fighting the Sudanese army, and inflicting immense suffering on the people of Sudan.

In the end, not the ICC but the people of Sudan brought al-Bashir down.

Through months of brave, peaceful protests, Sudanese men and women of all ages, weathering violent responses from al-Bashir’s security apparatus, generated the political momentum that led to the toppling
of his regime in 2019. The president was thrown into the same prison in which he had locked up opponents. Other leading Sudanese figures on the ICC’s wanted list were also imprisoned.

The army, RSF and civilian representatives formed an uncomfortable coalition government. While the civilian component of the coalition government was willing to talk about cooperation with the ICC,
including the transfer of al-Bashir and other suspects to The Hague, the army and the RSF were more reticent, fearful that the testimony of ICC suspects might incriminate others in the army and the RSF. It is
no coincidence that the army and the RSF ousted the civilians from the government with another coup in October 2021, just as they started taking steps towards deepening their cooperation with the ICC.

Today, the army and the RSF are once again fighting to control Sudan and committing grave international crimes in the process – the brazen brutality of their actions is on display for anyone to see in countless
videos shared on social media.

In the face of so much evidence of international crimes, and such blatant impunity, the silence of the International Criminal Court during the last three months has been deafening and astounding. The court’s
social media accounts and website are filled with news about Prosecutor Karim Ahmad Khan’s work in Venezuela, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and, first and foremost, Ukraine. However, not a single
statement on Sudan has been published there since the outbreak of the latest war. The first will probably appear after the prosecutor fulfils his obligation to report on Darfur on a six-monthly basis to the
Security Council, later today.

It is mystifying that this court which in several situations – including in the latest Kenyan elections – has quickly issued deterrent statements to the effect of “we are watching you”, has maintained such a
studied silence on Sudan.

In situations where it has no jurisdiction, such as Syria, the court’s silence is understandable. But jurisdiction is no obstacle in Sudan’s case. After all, a strong thread connects the situation in Darfur that the UN
Security Council referred to the court in 2005 to the current violence. The issues are closely connected, the actors are the same (including the men currently at the top – General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan and
General Mohamad Hamdan “Hemedti” Dagalo, even if they have changed alliances) and at least for the crimes in Darfur, the scene of the crimes is the same. Sudanese have been forced to speculate as to why
the court has opted to remain silent about the new episode of turmoil in their country.

One prevalent theory is that the ICC is trying not to antagonise the army and the RSF, because it believes that one of these forces may still decide to hand over al-Bashir and other Sudanese suspects to the court
in return for being spared. Recent intelligence suggests that the military medical corps are holding al-Bashir in Khartoum’s twin city, Omdurman – which has endured relentless attacks from the RSF – and they
are believed to hope that capturing al-Bashir would whitewash their crimes and spare them from prosecution. Prosecutor Khan may be hoping that either the army or the RSF may eventually find it beneficial to
deliver al-Bashir to the court, and therefore does not want to incriminate either.

Prosecutor Ocampo had employed a similar strategy in 2007 when he refrained from requesting an arrest warrant against al-Bashir in the hope that the president would “sacrifice” the two high-ranking officials
for whom the prosecutor had already requested warrants. Only when that strategy failed did he also go for al-Bashir.

This “silence in exchange for potential cooperation” strategy is unlikely to work for Prosecutor Khan, either. Such a strategy not only prevents the court from taking timely action against those committing
obvious international crimes, but creates the impression that it would not hesitate to placate complicit actors in order to execute its existing arrest warrants. This would surely entrench rather than counter the
impunity of those who disregard national and international laws.

Another potential explanation for the ICC’s current silence on Sudan is that the court has redirected its resources away from Sudan to other places, particularly Ukraine. If true, this simply accentuates the
double standards that the Sudanese are experiencing in European refugee policies – special arrangements for Ukrainians affected by war; none for Sudanese affected by war – and makes a fiction of the
impartiality of “global justice”.

Sudanese have long concluded that, contrary to some of Prosecutor Ocampo’s slogans in the court’s early days, the ICC on its own cannot bring peace to Sudan. Sudan’s conflicts require complex
multidimensional solutions in which justice is just one component. And Sudanese also know that this court would not even be able to try individuals responsible for their suffering unless they are physically
delivered to the ICC by those in power.

Nevertheless, the ICC can still deliver justice to the Sudanese, by upholding values and demonstrating that it is actively investigating ongoing international crimes there, even when they are committed by
persons whose cooperation the court needs to gain custody of other suspects. The ICC must investigate not only the ongoing crimes in Darfur, but also those beyond Darfur and Sudan: for example, under some
of its modes of liability, it may identify regional and international actors who have provided the conflicting parties with resources and arms with which international crimes have been committed. Explicitly
signalling that all such actors are on the court’s radar would not cost much, but it would contribute towards de-escalation and stopping violations in Sudan. These are legitimate expectations for when the
prosecutor briefs the Security Council on Darfur today.

ICC prosecutor says he is investigating alleged new war crimes in Sudan’s Darfur region (Associated Press) By Edith M. Lederer
July 13, 2023

The International Criminal Court’s prosecutor said Thursday he is investigating alleged new war crimes and crimes against humanity in Sudan’s
Darfur region during the country’s current conflict that has killed more than 3,000 people and forced over 3 million to flee their homes.

Karim Khan told the U.N. Security Council that fighting between government forces and the paramilitary Rapid Security Forces has spilled into Darfur which was wracked by bloodshed and atrocities in 2003.
He said the world, the country and the council are “in peril of allowing history to repeat itself.”

In 2005, the Security Council referred the situation in Darfur to the ICC, and Khan said the court still has a mandate under that resolution to investigate crimes in the vast western region. Darfur has been one of
the epicenters of the current conflict that began on April 15, turning into an arena of ethnic violence with the paramilitary troops and allied Arab militias attacking African ethnic groups. Earlier Thursday, the
U.N. human rights office said at least 87 bodies – some of them from the ethnic African Masalit tribe – were uncovered in a mass grave in West Darfur, and cited “credible information” that they were killed by
Rapid Support Force fighters and an allied militia.

“We are investigating those allegations,” Khan told the council. “We are by any analysis not on the precipice of a human catastrophe but in the very midst of one.”

“There are women and children, boys and girls, old and young, in fear of their lives, living with uncertainty in the midst of conflict, and as their homes are burnt. Many as we speak will not know what the night
will bring and what fate awaits them tomorrow,” the prosecutor said. Khan said the ICC is also looking to investigate many other allegations in West Darfur including looting, extrajudicial killings and the
burning of homes, as well as allegations in North Darfur.

He said anybody inside or outside Sudan who aids or abets crimes in Darfur will be investigated. And he said he instructed his office to give priority to crimes against children and sexual- and gender-based
violence.

“We must act urgently, collectively, to protect the most vulnerable if this oft-repeated phrase of `never again’ is to mean anything,” Khan said.

The vast Darfur region was engulfed in bloodshed in 2003 when rebels from the territory’s ethnic central and sub-Saharan African community launched an insurgency accusing the Arab-dominated government
in Khartoum of discrimination and neglect.

The government, under then President Omar al-Bashir, responded with a scorched-earth assault of aerial bombings and unleashed local nomadic Arab militias known as the Janjaweed, who are accused of mass
killings and rapes. Up to 300,000 people were killed and 2.7 million were driven from their homes.

In April, the first ICC trial to deal with atrocities by Sudanese government-backed forces in Darfur began in The Hague, Netherlands. The defendant, Janjaweed leader Ali Muhammad Ali Abd–Al-Rahman, also
known as Ali Kushayb, pleaded innocent to all 31 charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity.

Khan told the council the prosecution has closed its case and the trial is expected to continue, notwithstanding the ongoing conflict.

He quoted one unnamed witness who told the court that after 20 years: “We want justice. We want that all those who turned our lives into humiliation and suffering and exhaustion to be held accountable ... We
want peace. We want to return to our homeland.”

Al-Bashir also faces ICC charges of genocide and crimes against humanity related to the Darfur conflict. He had been in prison in Khartoum since he was ousted from power in 2019 with two other sought by the
ICC.

In a report to the council, Khan said his office understands that the three suspects were released from Kober prison in the capital Khartoum after fighting broke out in April. He said his office recently sent a
letter to the government seeking confirmation of their current location.

Khan briefed the Security Council soon after leaders from Sudan’s seven neighboring countries met in Cairo on Thursday for the most high-profile peace talks since conflict erupted across the northeastern
African country 90 days ago.

The 12 weeks of fighting have turned Khartoum, Sudan’s capital, into an urban battlefield.

The conflict forced more than 2.4 million people to flee their homes for safer areas inside the country, according to the International Organization for Migration. Around 738,000 others have crossed into
neighboring countries, the agency said.
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ICC Confirms $30 Million Reparations in DR Congo Warlord Case (Voice of America) By Agence France-Presse
July 14, 2023

The International Criminal Court on Friday confirmed a more than $30 million reparations package for thousands of victims of Democratic Republic of
the Congo warlord Bosco Ntaganda, including former child soldiers.

Named "the Terminator" for his reign of terror in the vast African country in the early 2000s, Ntaganda was jailed for 30 years in 2019 for war crimes and crimes against humanity.

Judges afterward awarded $30.3 million in reparations, but last year ordered a review, saying the number of victims was unclear.

But on Friday "the chamber unanimously assesses Mr. Ntaganda's liability for reparations at USD $31,300,000," the Hague-based court said in a statement.

Although Ntaganda is liable for the payment, the ICC found that he did not have the funds, which would now be paid from the Trust Fund for Victims at the ICC.

Judges asked court officials to "continue exploring whether Mr. Ntaganda possessed any undiscovered assets" and monitor his finances "on an ongoing basis."

Judges added that based on available information, there were an estimated 7,500 direct and indirect victims of violent attacks, as well as 3,000 direct or indirect victims of crimes against child soldiers.

No financial amounts were given for specific victims, but payment would include about $11 million in socioeconomic support and $5 million for mental care resulting from "psychological harm" suffered during
the attacks.

Rehabilitation of former child soldiers was estimated at roughly $4,000 per person. The ICC in 2021 upheld a 30-year sentence on appeal for war crimes against Ntaganda.

"The chamber reiterates that Mr. Ntaganda's conviction is final and his liability to repair the harm caused to the victims of his crimes is under no discussion," the judges stressed in Friday's order.

"The chamber will continue striving to advance these reparation proceedings in the most efficient and effective manner possible ... ensuring that the victims of his crimes receive the reparations they are entitled
to, and for which they have waited for more than two decades, without further delay," they said.

The Rwandan-born Ntaganda, 49, was convicted of 18 counts of crimes against humanity and war crimes, including murder, sexual slavery, rape and using child soldiers.

Ntaganda was the first person to be convicted of sexual slavery by the court.

Many of the other charges related to massacres of villagers in the mineral-rich Ituri region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Nine dead, 16 wounded in bomb blast in eastern DR Congo (Al Jazeera) By AJN and News Agencies br> July 20, 2023

At least nine people have been killed and 16 injured after an explosive device accidentally detonated in a field in the conflict-torn Democratic
Republic of the Congo, local sources told the AFP news agency on Thursday.

The blast occurred on Wednesday evening in Lubwe Sud in North Kivu province’s Rutshuru territory.

Justin Mwangaza, a local civil society figure, said a civilian had picked up a bomb in a field and given it to a militiaman when it subsequently exploded. Nine people were killed and 16 injured, he said.

A nurse at a nearby clinic confirmed the toll, explaining that two people died on the spot and seven later succumbed to their wounds. Some of the 16 wounded people are in critical condition, the nurse said.

Al Jazeera’s Alain Uaykani Alwak confirmed the incident and death toll.

Armed groups have plagued much of eastern DRC for decades, a legacy of regional wars that flared in the 1990s and 2000s. According to a count by the United Nations, there are as many as 120 groups in the
region.

One such group, the M23, has captured swathes of territory in North Kivu since taking up arms again in late 2021 after years of dormancy.

The rebel campaign has displaced over one million people, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

In a June 2023 report, Human Rights Watch (HRW) further accused the group of committing murder, rape and “other war crimes” in recent months.

Independent UN experts, the DRC government and several Western nations including the United States and France accuse Rwanda of actively backing the M23, despite denials from Kigali.

Soldier in Congo kills 13 people, including his wife, after son’s burial takes place without him (Arab News) By Associated Press
July 24, 2023

A soldier in northeastern Congo opened fire on family members and others who had buried his son before he could arrive home to attend the
ceremony, killing 13 people, including 10 children, officials said Sunday.

The attack late Saturday left the soldier’s wife, in-laws and two of his children dead, before he turned his weapon on other civilians, said Lt. Jules Ngongo, a spokesman for the army in Ituri province, where the
killings took place.

The soldier was not identified.

The soldier arrived home from his post at another village in the province to find family and community members gathered in mourning for his son, who died Thursday of natural causes, said Baraka Muguwa
Oscar, the local village chief.

“This soldier did not like the fact that his son … was buried without his approval and in his absence,” Oscar said.

Elements of the Congolese army were dispatched to apprehend the soldier, a member of the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of Congo, or FARDC, who fled the scene after the attack.

“No matter what the case, the time or the circumstances, you can’t take a person’s life. This is an act of indiscipline that will be dealt with by the courts,” said Ngongo, the army spokesperson.

Fighting in eastern Congo has been simmering for decades as more than 120 groups fight for power, land and valuable mineral resources, while others try to defend their communities. Earlier this week, the
United Nations warned of a surge in violence in the country’s northeast.
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Mali: New Atrocities by Malian Army, Apparent Wagner Fighters (Human Rights Watch) July 24, 2023

Malian armed forces and foreign fighters apparently from the Russia-linked Wagner Group have summarily executed and forcibly disappeared several
dozen civilians in Mali’s central region since December 2022, Human Rights Watch said today. They also destroyed and looted civilian property and
allegedly tortured detainees in an army camp.

On June 16, 2023, Malian Foreign Minister Abdoulaye Diop told the United Nations Security Council to withdraw the UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) “without
delay,” citing a “crisis of confidence” between the Malian authorities and the 15,000 member UN peacekeeping force. On June 28, the UN Security Council decided to “terminate MINUSMA’s mandate,” but
maintain its personnel until December 31 to plan and execute the cessation of operations and transfer of tasks.

“The UN peacekeepers’ impending withdrawal makes it more crucial than ever for the Malian authorities to protect civilians and prevent further abuses during military operations,” said Carine Kaneza
Nantulya, deputy Africa director at Human Rights Watch. “The African Union and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) should express their concerns about grave abuses by the Malian
armed forces and allied apparent Wagner Group fighters and increase pressure on the Malian authorities to end these violations and hold those responsible to account.”

Between March 1 and May 30, Human Rights Watch interviewed by telephone 40 people with knowledge of the incidents in central Mali. Interviewees included 20 witnesses of abuses, three family members of
victims, two community leaders, five Malian civil society activists, eight representatives of international organizations, and two Sahel political analysts. Human Rights Watch also reviewed a video showing
evidence of abuses by Malian soldiers and associated foreign forces but was not able to independently determine the date and location of the capture.

Human Rights Watch on June 26 sent two letters to Mali’s justice and defense ministers detailing its findings about alleged abuses and related questions. In its response, dated July 20, through the Minister of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, the government said it was not aware of any human rights violations, but that “the public prosecutor in charge of the Specialized Judicial Unit, on the instructions
of the Minister of Justice and Human Rights, opened a judicial investigation for war crimes and crimes against humanity against X” and that “the findings of various investigations will be brought to the
attention of national and international opinion in due course.”

People interviewed said that the Malian armed forces committed the abuses during military operations in response to the presence of Islamist armed groups in Ouenkoro, Séguéla, Sossobé, and Thioffol villages,
in Mopti and Ségou regions. During all the operations, except the one in Thioffol, witnesses reported the involvement of foreign, non-French speaking armed men who they described as “white,” or “Russians,”
or “Wagner." These cases are a fraction of the abuses committed by the Malian armed forces and affiliated foreign fighters in Mali in the past year. “I was at the market when the shooting started [and] I saw
three military helicopters flying low, one of them firing,” said a 28-year-old man who was in Ouenkoro village on March 23. “People fled in all directions . … I took my motorbike and rode as fast as I could. I saw
two people falling on the ground behind me, shot from the helicopters.”

A large number of “white” foreign fighters in uniform carried out a February 3 assault on the village of Séguéla, which resulted in beatings, looting, and the arrest of 17 men, of whom the bodies of eight were
later found.

In December 2021, Mali’s military government said that Russian military instructors were in Mali as part of a bilateral agreement with Russia, but denied the presence of Wagner fighters. However, there is
growing evidence of activities and abuses in Mali by the Russia-linked Wagner Group, a private military security company run by Yevgeny Prigozhin, a close ally of Russian President Vladimir Putin until
tensions between the Russian defense ministry and Wagner Group escalated in Russia on June 24.

On May 1, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov acknowledged in an interview with an Italian news channel that the Wagner Group “provides security services” to the Malian government. In a June 26
interview with the Russian media outlet RT, Lavrov said that Wagner Group members were in Mali, “working there as instructors. This work, of course, will continue.”

On June 27, Prigozhin said in a press statement, “Wagner forces in African and Arabic countries have been working exclusively in the interests of the Russian Federation.”

In its July 20 response to Human Rights Watch, the Malian Foreign Minister said that the Malian armed forces “conduct military operations completely autonomously,” and that no other foreign force or pro-
government militia “is involved in field operations.”

Yvan Guichaoua, a leading political analysist on the Sahel, told Human Rights Watch, “By demanding MINUSMA's withdrawal, the Malian authorities place themselves in an exclusive security relationship with
Wagner, whose way of conducting warfare threatens civilians and whose reliability is questionable as demonstrated by the recent events in Russia.”

On February 25, the Council of the European Union imposed “additional restrictive measures” against the head of the Wagner Group in Mali, saying that “Wagner mercenaries have been involved in acts of
violence and multiple human rights abuses.” These restrictive measures, including asset freezes and travel bans, add to the measures that the EU Council adopted in December 2021 against individuals and
entities linked to the Wagner Group, including the Wagner Group itself.

On May 25, the United States Department of the Treasury imposed sanctions on Ivan Maslov, the Wagner Group’s leader in Mali, “for his involvement in the actions of the Wagner Group in Mali.” On the same
day, the US State Department imposed visa restrictions on two Malian military commanders, Col. Moustaph Sangare and Maj. Lassine Togola, “for their involvement in gross violations of human rights.” On
June 27, the US Treasury imposed sanctions on Andrey Nikolayevich Ivanov, an executive in the Wagner Group who “worked closely with Prigozhin’s entity Africa Politology and senior Malian government
officials on weapons deals, mining concerns, and other Wagner Group activities in Mali,” for “having acted or purported to act for or on behalf of, directly or indirectly, Prigozhin.”

Human Rights Watch has previously documented serious abuses during counterinsurgency operations by the Malian security forces and allied fighters believed to be from the Wagner Group since 2022.

Islamist armed groups have also committed numerous serious abuses, including unlawful killings, looting, and destruction of civilian property.

“Soldiers consider us as jihadists [Islamic fighters], but jihadists threatened to impose an embargo on our village if we didn’t comply with their laws,” said an Ouenkoro resident. “State authorities are not here
to protect us. We had no other choice but to accept their orders. And now, soldiers treat us as terrorists. We are between a rock and a hard place.”

Most of the men Human Rights Watch documented who were killed, arrested, or forcibly disappeared were from the pastoralist Peuhl, or Fulani, ethnic groups. Islamist armed groups have concentrated their
recruitment efforts on Fulani communities by exploiting grievances with the government and other ethnic groups.

All parties to the armed conflict in Mali, including members of foreign armed groups, are bound by international humanitarian law. Applicable law includes Common Article 3 to the 1949 Geneva Conventions
and customary international law. Common Article 3 prohibits murder, torture, and ill-treatment of people in custody. Those who commit serious violations of the laws of war with criminal intent are responsible
for war crimes.

“Malian authorities will come to realize that the peacekeepers’ departure will severely affect civilian protection and the monitoring of abuses by all sides,” Kaneza Nantulya said. “The Malian government should
allow independent experts from the African Union, the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, and ECOWAS to report on human rights developments in collaboration with the National Human
Rights Commission.”

For detailed accounts of the abuses and other details, please see below. The names of those interviewed have been withheld for their protection.

Armed Conflict in Mali

Hostilities have intensified across Mali since 2022 as the Malian armed forces have conducted large-scale counterinsurgency operations against the Al-Qaeda-affiliated Jamaa Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin
(JNIM) and the rival Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS). Both JNIM and ISGS have frequently attacked civilians. The Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED), a data collection, analysis,
and crisis mapping project, reported that at least 5,750 people have been killed in over 1,740 incidents in all ten regions of the country between January 2022 and March 2023. The violence, which spilled over
to other Sahel countries including Burkina Faso, has exacerbated an already dire humanitarian crisis, with 8.8 million people requiring assistance and 412,000 people forced from their homes.

In August 2022, France withdrew the last of its 2,400 troops from Mali, ending a nine-year counterinsurgency operation. Relations between the two countries frayed following two military coups in Mali in
2020 and 2021. Following the 2021 coup, both the African Union and ECOWAS suspended Mali’s membership.

In February, the Malian authorities ordered MINUSMA’s human rights chief, Guillaume Ngefa-Atondoko Andali, to leave the country, accusing him of “destabilizing and subversive actions.”

On June 16, the foreign minister, Diop, told the UN Security Council to withdraw UN peacekeeping forces, “without delay,” and rejected a May 12 UN report accusing Malian troops and Wagner Group fighters
of killing over 500 people, of whom most were summarily executed during a military operation in Moura, in central Mali in March 2022. The government denounced what it considered the “instrumentalization
and politicization of the human rights issue.”

On June 19, Malian authorities announced they would open an espionage prosecution against those responsible for the UN’s Moura massacre report. The public prosecutor, Ladji Sara, said in a statement that
those behind the report are “all co-perpetrators or accomplices in the crimes of espionage, undermining the morale of the army or air force.”

In it July 20 response to Human Rights Watch, the Malian Foreign ministry characterized Human Rights Watch’s approach on evidence collection as “biased” and regretted “the lack of thoroughness in cross-
checking alleged facts and the imbalance in the conclusions drawn from them.” It noted that the Malian armed forces are “professional,” and trained in human rights and international humanitarian law and
“act in strict compliance with human rights and international humanitarian law.” The ministry concluded by stating that the government of Mali “remains open to continuing dialogue will all partners who
genuinely work for the defense and promotion of human rights.”

Thioffol, Mopti region, December 18

On December 18, Malian soldiers unlawfully killed four civilians, including three women and one girl, and injured two other women in and around Thioffol, a small ethnic Fulani settlement within the village of
Boulikessi. One Islamist fighter and three nearby civilians, including an older man, were also killed in a firefight with Malian soldiers.

Human Rights Watch interviewed three witnesses to the attack and a relative of three who were killed.

One witness said around 10 a.m., a Malian military vehicle with at least six Malian soldiers, who were part of a large convoy, came across a group of five men, one of whom was an Islamist fighter sitting under a
tree on the outskirts of Thioffol. The Islamist fighter shot at the military vehicle and the soldiers responded by opening fire and killing the fighter and three of the civilians. One witness, a herder from Thioffol,
said:

“I was with three friends under a tree not far from the village when a man arrived on a motorbike. I noticed his motorbike was full of merchandise and arms. He himself was armed. We sat down together and
found out he was a jihadist from Burkina Faso . … Suddenly, the jihadist … climbed the tree. He told us that the military were coming. I saw a military vehicle in front of us. The jihadist jumped from the tree,
grabbed his weapon, and fired at the soldiers, who opened fire in response. They [soldiers] killed the fighter and my three friends. I ran as far as I could and hid.”

The other vehicles in the military convoy – four motorbikes and at least 12 pickup trucks with over 100 soldiers, according to witnesses – then reached Thioffol. Witnesses said soldiers went door to door
searching for Islamist fighters and looted homes. One soldier broke into a home and from close range shot the women and girls who were inside, killing three women and a 7-year-old girl, and injuring at least
two other women.

A 45-year-old mother of seven who was in the home and was wounded in the foot said that soldiers first threatened and then shot at the women and girls inside:

“One [soldier] asked us: ‘Where are the men?’ We said they were out grazing animals. He replied: ‘If we found your men, we would have massacred them.’ He ordered us out, while other soldiers stole our silver
bracelets, kitchen utensils, and water cans .… [A]s soldiers started leaving, one turned back, stood on the doorstep, and opened fire. Four of us died on the spot, including a girl. The soldiers fired a first and then
a second round of bullets.”

Another woman, 32, who was in the same house and was also wounded, said:

“The soldier was standing in front of the door. He got down on his knees and started shooting. I was injured in my left foot, but four others died. When the soldiers left, we took care of the bodies and prepared
them for the burial.”

The three survivors and a relative of three of the victims provided the identities of all eight civilians, ages 7 to 72, who were killed.

Séguéla, Segou Region, February 3

Villagers said that on February 3, scores of “white” fighters in military uniforms with at least one Malian soldier carried out an operation in Séguéla village, searching for Islamist fighters. During the operation,
the fighters looted homes and shops, beat people, and arrested 17 men. Later, on February 21 near Doura in the Ségou region about 65 kilometers from Séguéla, villagers found the bodies of eight who were
arrested in the February 3 raid. The whereabouts of the remaining nine remain unknown.

Human Rights Watch interviewed five people who witnessed the military operation, including two who found the bodies near Doura and reviewed a video filmed on February 21 showing the bodies found near
Doura.

Residents said that JNIM is known to operate in the area around Séguéla, however, witnesses to the military operation said there were no Islamist fighters in Séguéla at the time. “The presence of jihadists is
real. … [T]hey want us to veil our women, cut our pants short … but this doesn’t make us jihadists,” said a 50-year-old resident. “Jihadists are armed, we can’t chase them out. But that day there were no
jihadists around.”

Villagers said that foreign fighters flew into Séguéla in three helicopters, arriving at about 9 a.m. For over five hours they went door to door, pulling men out of homes and rounding them up in front the village
mosque. “There were almost only white Wagner soldiers, they led the whole operation,” one man said. “They were heavily armed, masked, and wore camouflage uniforms and spoke a language we did not
understand, but which was not French.”

Witnesses said that the uniformed fighters rounded them up and beat them with various objects. “The military grabbed me by the neck and pushed me down,” said one man. “They did the same with other
people. They beat us with an iron bar. I was beaten on my back and buttocks.”

Another one said:

“I was hit several times by different [white] soldiers with a rubber stick. The military communicated with us through signs. Some would order us to sit, others to stand, some would indicate ‘move,’ others ‘stay.’
Some of us did not comply with their instructions because we didn’t understand what they wanted, and so the soldiers beat us even harder.”

Witnesses said that the fighters looted homes and shops, taking away money, goods, and valuables. “Two white soldiers broke into my house, searched it, and took away all my wife’s jewellery,” one man said.

A 45-year-old man said:

“I was at the market in a shop when I saw two white soldiers coming. One pointed his gun at us while the other looted the shop. He took everything he could, especially the 2 million CFA [US$3,300] belonging
to the shop owner. Three more white soldiers came and started looting other shops frenziedly.”

At the end of the operation, the fighters arrested 17 men between ages 27 and 82. Villagers gave identifying details of those detained and specified that they were all ethnic Fulani, except one who was an ethnic
Bambara. They said the fighters did not explain the reasons for the arrests, beyond what they assumed were vague accusations that the men were members of Islamist armed groups or had collaborated with
them. “They selected 17 men whom they suspected were jihadists or their accomplices,” a witness said. “They took random people, including very old men.”

On February 21, a group of Séguéla villagers found in a deserted area near Doura the bodies of 13 men, including eight of those arrested on February 3 in Séguéla.in a deserted area near Doura. Two who visited
the site said that all of the victims were bound and appeared to have been shot, including four whose throats were slit. One of the villagers said:

“Four bodies had their throats slit to the point where the heads were almost completely cut off. Their feet were bound. It was hard to look and the smell that emanated from the bodies was pungent, obviously
the animals had already begun to gnaw on the bodies. We identified eight bodies of our friends and relatives arrested on February 3 in Séguéla. We could not identify the other five bodies because of the
advanced state of decomposition, but we suspect they are the other people arrested in our village the same day.”

Both men said they could not carry the bodies with them out of fear of being stopped by the military. The whereabouts of the other men arrested in Séguéla on February 3 remain unknown.

Sossobé, Mopti Region, March 6

Five villagers described an airborne operation by members of the Malian armed forces associated with “white” fighters on March 6 in Sossobé village in which soldiers killed five civilian men and beat villagers,
and looted property. Al-Qaeda affiliated fighters are present in and around Sossobé, residents said.

Witnesses said soldiers searched door to door and looted homes. “I was home with my wife and three children when three white soldiers came,” a 50-year-old herder said. “They searched the house and broke
our wardrobe with the butt of their guns. They took my wife’s jewellery and 40,000 [West African CFA] francs [about $67].” Said a 45-year-old man, “Soldiers searched us and stole 240,000 francs [$400] from
my pocket.”

Witnesses said soldiers rounded up at least 200 men in front of the village mosque and beat at least two who had attempted to flee. “The white soldiers beat two people who were sitting next to me,” a villager
said. “They beat them with wooden sticks so hard that the sticks broke.”

Another man said: “The soldiers hit them fiercely several times to the point that I thought the two men had died.” Villagers said that when the soldiers left, they and other Sossobé residents found the remains of
five men who they said soldiers killed during the operation. They provided identifying details of the five, four of whom were ethnic Fulani and one an ethnic Bozo. “We found four bodies about 100 meters south
of Sossobé, all were face down on the ground, which made us think that they had been killed as they tried to run away,” a man said. “Two had bullet wounds on their heads, the others in the back. We buried
them in four graves.”

Another man said:

“There was a young ethnic Bozo man among those who had been rounded up with us at the mosque. He was so scared, he started screaming, ‘I am not a jihadist! I am just a fisherman!’ This irritated the
military, who took him toward their helicopters. When the soldiers left, we found his body with several bullet wounds, close to where the helicopters had landed.”

Witnesses said that the soldiers arrested 21 men, all ethnic Fulani, and took them away in helicopters. “At about 2 p.m., soldiers started selecting people,” a 50-year-old man said. “They pointed their fingers at
21 men saying, ‘terrorist.’” Another man said, “Two white soldiers tied their hands with tape, blindfolded them, and took them away.” The whereabouts of those taken remain unknown.

This was not the first time that soldiers have carried out unlawful killings and arbitrary arrests in Sossobé. Three witnesses said that on December 30, 2022, dozens of “white” fighters and Malian soldiers
carried out an airborne operation in Sossobé searching for Islamist fighters in which they killed a 46-year-old man and a 55-year-old man with a psychosocial disability (mental health condition) and arrested
nine others.

Ouenkoro, Mopti Region, March 23-24

Eight villagers said that on March 23, scores of Malian and “white” foreign soldiers accompanied by pro-government ethnic Bambara or Dozo militiamen carried out an operation in Ouenkoro village in which
they killed at least 20 civilians, including a woman and a 6-year-old child The villager said they also arrested 12 men, beat people, and looted property. Ouenkoro is in an area where JNIM is known to operate
and carry out attacks.

Witnesses said that at about 10 a.m., at least two military helicopters opened fire on the Ouenkoro market, which was filled with hundreds of merchants and villagers, followed by the arrival of soldiers. “I was at
the market when I saw military helicopters shooting at us,” said a 55-year-old man. “People ran away. I hid behind a house and saw white soldiers invading the market, shooting, breaking into homes, and
arresting people.”

Witnesses said the helicopters were sand camouflage, which the Malian military uses.

Human Rights Watch obtained two lists of victims compiled by survivors and Ouenkoro residents, one with 20 names and the other with 22, but was unable to confirm the exact number of deaths.

Witnesses said that while Islamist fighters are known to pass by Ouenkoro and shop at the market, the day of the military operation there was no exchange of gunfire between the soldiers and Islamist fighters.
They said soldiers shot from both the helicopters and from ground level at people who were running for cover. Witnesses and people who participated in the burials said that they found the bodies of those killed
scattered in various places, including at the market and the village entrances.

A 39-year-old man who helped bury the bodies at the village cemetery on March 24 and March 25 said he found “four bodies at the market and others around the village,” with various types of wounds. “[T]hose
[at the market] were clearly torn apart and shattered,” while the “others had bullet wounds in the back or in the head.”

“I counted at least 20 bodies,” another man said. “We buried them individually, each in one grave.”

At least one body was found charred. “I saw the bodies of three people, including of my 84-year-old uncle, who was completely burned near his barn and granaries,” said a 34-year-old herder. “The other two
bodies were a 57-year-old trader and a man from Douren village. They were both shot.”

Witnesses said soldiers went door to door, pulled men out, and then rounded them up in front of the village mosque where they beat them with various objects and accused them of collaborating with Islamist
fighters. “Two white soldiers broke into my place, pointed their guns at me, and took me toward the mosque,” a man said. “On the way, they stopped and beat all men who attempted to flee.”

Another man said:

“White soldiers didn’t beat me because of my old age. But they beat almost all the others. They punched them, kicked them with their boots, hit them with sticks. They also questioned people about the presence
of jihadists. And when people replied they didn’t know, soldiers hit them harder.”

Soldiers who participated in the operation also destroyed and looted civilian property. A man who fled Ouenkoro during the attack and returned there on March 28 said:

“At the market, at least three shops had been vandalized and looted. In one shop, soldiers had looted all the towels and a solar panel. In two others, they had taken away all products, including rice, sugar, and
drinks. I also saw a barn and a granary completely burned.”

Villagers said that on March 23, soldiers arrested at least 12 men in Ouenkoro between age 45 and 82, of whom most were ethnic Fulani. They took them to an unknown destination the following day. Human
Rights Watch reviewed a list of names of those arrested compiled by relatives and other Ouenkoro residents.

Human Rights Watch learned that “white” fighters and Malian soldiers took those arrested to an army camp in the town of Sofara in Mopti region and used torture or other ill-treatment to force confessions
from the detainees regarding their affiliation or complicity with Islamist armed groups. Human Rights Watch has previously documented alleged summary executions, enforced disappearances, and
incommunicado detentions by government security forces in and near the Malian army camp in Sofara.
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Ugandan president and son accused of sponsoring violence in ICC testimony (The Guardian) By Caoline Kimeu
July 12, 2023

The Uganda president, Yoweri Museveni, and his son Muhoozi Kainerugaba have been accused of sponsoring violence and abusing critics in harrowing
testimony filed before the international criminal court.

The submissions contain detailed allegations of the torture of opposition figures and activists who report being arrested arbitrarily and being held incommunicado in “torture centres”, where they were
reportedly interrogated about their links with the opposition figure Bobi Wine and subjected to physical harm and indignifying treatment.

The documents, containing testimonies of 215 people, were disclosed to the Guardian in a private briefing with the claimants’ lawyer Bruce Afran on Wednesday after a court filing in May, and support of a
complaint made two years ago by Wine in connection with the country’s troubled 2021 elections. Nine top Ugandan officials were named.

Museveni, 78, who has ruled Uganda since 1986, has been implicated due to his role as commander-in-chief of the armed forces, while Kainerugaba, 49, has been accused of controlling the alleged torture
centres.

“I was beaten badly on the face and every part of my body. They said to me: ‘Who are you to be against the president?,’” read one testimony given to lawyers by a Wine supporter, who reported having their
toenails pierced with needles, being subjected to noise torture, having their teeth forcibly removed and being given electric shocks.

Most of the figures involved in the case have asked to remain anonymous because they are still in Uganda and fear for their safety. But a handful have gone public with their claims, including the Ugandan
satirist Kakwenza Rukirabashaija and Amos Katumba, an associate of Wine’s who runs an organisation called Caring Hearts Uganda.

“It’s really hard when you try to raise your voice in Uganda to talk about what’s going on every day in our dear country,” said Katumba, who said even speaking about issues like healthcare and the high cost of
living can put one in danger. “I wasn’t even in politics, which makes me worried because it means that no single Ugandan is safe,” he said.

Kainerugaba’s spokesperson, Andrew Mwenda, denied the general’s involvement in a text message to the New York Times, saying: “Were they tortured? YES! Who directed it? We need to find out. It makes
sense for them to accuse a son of the president since it increases the profile of their case.”

Museveni’s deputy press secretary, Faruk Kirunda, also dismissed the claims against him, telling the NYT that the president’s political rivals were “peddling wrong information” at the international court to
tarnish his image.

Afran said: “What we’ve seen is the complete loss of civil liberties and respect for human rights in Uganda in recent years under the Museveni regime. We are seeing literally hundreds of almost identical reports
of abductions from the street, and various forms of gross and abusive torture.”

These include having chemicals being forced into people’s eyes, people being whipped with wires, and in some cases having testicles removed. “What we’re seeing is throughout the Ugandan governmental
system, these forms of torture are being routinely used as to anyone active in any way in the political opposition, even low-level figures,” he said.

Wine, a singer turned politician, was Museveni’s main challenger in the 2021 elections. Museveni claimed victory in the contested polls.

Wine repeatedly claimed there was a systematic crackdown by the government against his campaign, which he says included “assassination attempts” against him. Wine is seen by some Ugandans as a symbol
of resistance against Museveni’s decades-long rule, and has repeatedly called on other countries to make their economic dealings with Uganda conditional on its observance of certain human rights standards.

In the testimony submitted before the court, Katumba, who is living in the US where he was granted asylum, alleged he was confronted in his home in 2018 by men in plain clothes carrying guns who asked
about his NGO’s activities.

He said the men said he had been seen in a Facebook video with Wine, who had spoken favourably about his organisation. Katumba said the men said they suspected the organisation was being used to “win the
love of the Ugandan people” and to “funnel money from foreign countries in order to financially provide for Bobi Wine’s political future”.

Katumba reported the men kicked him in his genitals and kept him locked standing in a wooden holding box that had protruding nails, where he could not move without “tearing … flesh”.

He reported being left to stand there for 10 hours and then being placed neck-high in a tank of freezing cold water. He said that before he was released he was told by one of the men that he would have to
become “a key witness against Bobi Wine … giving proof that the nonprofit was being used to destabilise President Museveni’s power and that Mr Wine was guilty of treason”.

“It’s important that the court takes this case because there’s a burgeoning use of such practices among central African countries, and without question in Uganda, where torture has become routine as a means
of government,” said Afran.

The ICC has lost some sway in Africa within the last decade, as many countries on the continent threatened to leave it over its apparent disproportionate focus on prosecuting crimes occurring within Africa over
those happening elsewhere in the world.

Uganda was among the countries threatening to leave the court. Museveni has previously expressed disdain for it, calling its officers “a bunch of useless people”. However, Uganda remains a party to the Rome
statute, meaning the court can prosecute cases involving crimes against humanity that occur in the country.

The ICC is yet to decide if it will take on the case. Only a fraction of the cases submitted to it move forward.
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Death toll in Kenya starvation cult case passes 400 (The East African) July 18, 2023

The death toll in an investigation linked to a Kenyan cult that practised starvation to "meet Jesus Christ" has exceeded 400 after 12 more bodies
were found on Monday, a senior official said.

"Total death Toll - 403," Coast Regional Commissioner Rhoda Onyancha told AFP in a message, following the latest round of exhumations in the Shakahola forest, where cult leader Paul Nthenge Mackenzie
allegedly urged followers to starve to death.

"Exhumation continues tomorrow," Onyancha added, as investigators search for more graves in the forest, where the first victims -- some dead, others alive but weakened and emaciated -- were discovered on
April 13.

According to government autopsies, starvation appears to have been the main cause of death, although some victims, including children, were strangled, beaten or suffocated.

Mackenzie, a former taxi driver-turned-preacher, has been in police custody since mid-April.

On July 3, a court in the port city of Mombasa extended his detention by a month pending investigations.

State prosecutors have said he is facing terrorism or genocide-related charges, but he has not yet been required to enter any plea.

The self-proclaimed pastor and father of seven set up the Good News International Church in 2003.

Questions have been raised about how he managed to evade law enforcement despite a history of extremism and previous legal cases.

It has also drawn President William Ruto to weigh in on the sensitive subject of Kenya's homegrown religious movements -- and failed efforts to regulate unscrupulous churches and cults that have dabbled in
criminality.

There are more than 4,000 churches registered in the East African country of around 50 million people, according to government figures.

'Worst security breach' Mackenzie fell afoul of the law in 2017 after he was accused of urging children not to attend school, claiming the Bible did not recognise education.

He was arrested again in March, after two children starved to death in the custody of their parents but was subsequently freed on bond.

Following the discovery of the mass graves near the Indian Ocean town of Malindi, Mackenzie, his wife and 16 other defendants were taken into custody.

The 16 men are accused of operating an armed "enforcer gang" tasked with ensuring that no one broke their fast or left their forest hideout alive. They remain in jail.

Mackenzie's wife, who was held for 62 days, was released earlier this month on a 100,000 Kenya shillings ($707) bond.

Last month, 65 of his followers who were rescued were charged with attempted suicide after they refused to eat, drawing condemnation from rights groups.

The Kenya National Commission on Human Rights said the move was "inappropriate and will traumatise the survivors at a time when they most desperately require empathy".

Interior Minister Kithure Kindiki last week accused the police of laxity in investigating the initial reports of starvation in the forest.

Kindiki, who was speaking before a senate committee probing the saga, also laid blame on the judiciary for their handling of earlier cases involving Mackenzie, saying that prosecutors should have ensured he
remained in jail.

"The Shakahola massacre is the worst breach of security in the history of our country," he said, vowing to "relentlessly push for legal reforms to tame rogue preachers."

Why we want ICC to look into recent demos – Ogola (The Star) By Lindwe Danflow
July 24, 2023

Linda Ugatuzi leader Fred Ogola now wants the International Criminal Court to look into Kenya's current situation.

In an interview with Spice FM on Monday, Ogola said ICC lawyers should come to the country to collect data on the ongoing anti-government demos.

"ICC is both corrective, punitive and preventive. That is why we have asked the ICC lawyers to come to Kenya now as we collect data on the date, the hour and the minute some meetings took place," he said.

He noted the Opposition and the government had held separate meetings prior to Kenyans going to the streets to hold demos over the high cost of living.

The ICC lawyers will take note of any planning, orchestrating executing and premeditating done ahead of the demos.

So far, more than 30 Kenyans have lost their lives as a result of the anti-government demos.

Most of them died from police shootings and suffocation from tear gas.

Between July 7 and 19, civil society organisations reported 27 extrajudicial police shootings.

The Azimio la Umoja coalitions had also called on the ICC to intervene in the ongoing situation in the country.

National Assembly Minority Leader Opiyo Wandayi asked the ICC to take an interest in the cases of police brutality emerging amid the ongoing anti-government protests.

"We have noticed an unprecedented level of police brutality on innocent Kenyans. We want the international community to take serious note of these happenings with a view to holding into account the
perpetrators of these crimes," he said.

"We are asking the ICC to take a keener interest in the Kenyan situation because what we are witnessing is basically crimes against humanity."

Wandayi spoke on Thursday during a press briefing outside Parliament Buildings.

The Ugunja MP said those who are responsible should be held accountable.

"We are formally asking the DPP to exercise their constitutional mandate and carry out impartial, independent and speedy investigations into this matter with the view of apprehending the perpetrators and
charging them," he said.

Wandayi cautioned the police against using excessive force while dealing with protesters and Azimio allied leaders.
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Sudanese general warns Kenya against sending peacekeepers (Reuters) July 24, 2023

A Sudanese general rejected in threatening language a Kenyan-led proposal that East African peacekeepers help end a more than 100-day war in
Sudan in a video released on Monday, drawing sharp criticism from Kenyan authorities.

The Sudanese army and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces it is fighting have received multiple international mediation offers, but none have succeeded in ending or even significantly pausing the fighting
that broke out on April 15.

Earlier this month, IGAD, an East African regional bloc of which Kenya is a member, proposed an initiative that would include the deployment of peacekeepers in the capital Khartoum.

The Sudanese army has repeatedly rejected the Kenyan-led initiative, accusing the regional power of supporting the RSF.

It has said it would consider any foreign peacekeepers as enemy forces.

"Leave the East African forces where they are. Bring the Kenyan army ... I swear to god, not one of them would make it back," said Sudanese General Yassir al-Atta in comments to troops.

He also accused Kenya of being bought off by a third country, which he did not identify.

"This statement is unworthy of our comment," Kenya's foreign affairs principal secretary Korir Sing’Oei said. The accusations were unfounded, he said, and that his country was neutral.

"By insisting that durable peace will only be realised through the inclusion of civilian actors in any mediation process and calling on accountability for atrocities, some in Sudan may find these principles difficult
to accept," he added.

The fighting in Khartoum State continued on Monday. A neighbourhood committee in Ombada said at least 15 people had been killed in strikes in Omdurman.

In the Kalakla area in southern Khartoum, the local committee said that RSF forces had besieged the area.
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Genocide Of The Tutsi In Rwanda: A Rwandan Living In France Indicted In Paris (The Globe Echo) By David Sadler 
July 12, 2023

A 58-year-old Rwandan living in France and suspected of having participated in the executions of Tutsi civilians during the 1994 genocide was
indicted in early July for genocide, crimes against humanity and complicity of these two leaders, told Agence France-Presse (AFP) Wednesday, July
12 a judicial source, confirming information from the regional newspaper The New Republic. He was remanded in custody on Friday.

Madjaliwa Safari, domiciled near Tours, “firmly contests all of the facts with which he is charged”reacted to AFP his lawyer, Mr.e Abed Bendjador, who is expecting“judicial information that it allows to
rebalance the contradictory, to explain his situation”.

At this stage, he is indicted for the period from April 6 to July 1994 and for acts committed in particular in the current Rwandan province of the South, in particular in the former prefectures of Gitarama and
Butare. Mr. Safari is said to have played a particular role at a roadblock called “Chez Premier”. Some witnesses describe his leadership role and his active participation in the arrests and executions of civilians
on this “barrier”.

International arrest warrant Rwanda had issued an international arrest warrant against him in 2017 and a judicial investigation had been opened in Paris on November 19, 2019. The investigations are being
carried out by the Central Office for the Fight against Crimes against Humanity (OCLCH).

According to a source familiar with the matter, he obtained a residence permit with refugee status from France in 2017 and was located by French investigators ” fast enough “ after the opening of the judicial
investigation. He lives under his real identity and presents himself as a trader, a profession he also practiced in Rwanda at the time of the genocide. “This is a procedure that started several years ago, in Rwanda
and in France. It had never been heard”underlined Mr.e Bendjador.

The genocide in Rwanda caused more than 800,000 deaths, according to the UN, mainly Tutsi, exterminated between April and July 1994. Under the “universal jurisdiction” exercised under certain conditions
by France to judge the most serious crimes committed outside its soil, French justice has already sentenced several Rwandan nationals.

Among them, a former Rwandan policeman, Philippe Hategekimana, 66, naturalized French under the name of Philippe Manier, who was sentenced on June 28 in Paris to life imprisonment for genocide and
crimes against humanity. He appealed against this verdict.

Another trial linked to the genocide in Rwanda is scheduled in Paris in November and December, that of the Rwandan doctor Sosthène Munyemana.

ICC Confirms $30m Reparations In DR Congo Warlord Case (Channels Television) By Oluwatobi Aworinde
July 14, 2023

The International Criminal Court on Friday confirmed a more than $30 million reparations package for thousands of victims of DR Congo warlord
Bosco Ntaganda, including former child soldiers.

Named the “Terminator” for his reign of terror in the vast African country in the early 2000s, Ntaganda was jailed for 30 years in 2019 for war crimes and crimes against humanity.

Judges afterwards awarded $30.3 million (27 million euros) in reparations, but last year ordered a review saying the number of victims was unclear.

But on Friday “the Chamber unanimously assesses Mr Ntaganda’s liability for reparations at USD $31,300,000,” the Hague-based court said in a statement.

Although Ntaganda is liable for the payment, the ICC found that he did not have the funds, which would now be paid from the Trust Fund for Victims at the ICC.

Judges asked court officials to “continue exploring whether Mr Ntaganda possessed any undiscovered assets” and monitor his finances “on an ongoing basis.”

Judges added that based on available information, there were an estimated 7,500 direct and indirect victims of violent attacks, as well as 3,000 direct or indirect victims of crimes against child soldiers.

No financial amounts were given for specific victims, but payment would include around $11 million in socio-economic support and around five million dollars ($5 million) for mental care resulting from
“psychological harm” suffered during the attacks.

Rehabilitation of former child soldiers was estimated at around $4,000 per person.

The ICC in 2021 upheld a 30-year sentence on appeal for war crimes against Ntaganda.

“The Chamber reiterates that Mr Ntaganda’s conviction is final and his liability to repair the harm caused to the victims of his crimes is under no discussion,” the judges stressed in Friday’s order.

“The Chamber will continue striving to advance these reparation proceedings in the most efficient and effective manner possible… ensuring that the victims of his crimes receive the reparations they are entitled
to, and for which they have waited for more than two decades, without further delay,” they said.

The Rwandan-born Ntaganda, 49, was convicted of 18 counts of crimes against humanity and war crimes, including murder, sexual slavery, rape and using child soldiers.

Ntaganda was the first person to be convicted of sexual slavery by the court.

Many of the other charges related to massacres of villagers in the mineral-rich Ituri region of the Democratic Republic of Congo.

11 people were killed in a rebel attack in northeast Congo, an official says (Associated Press) By Jean-Yves Kamale 
July 16, 2023

A rebel group has killed at least 11 people in northeastern Congo, a local official said Sunday.

Isaac Kibira, a deputy to the governor of the Bwito area in North Kivu, said the victims were killed by M23, a rebel group the United Nations says has links to neighboring Rwanda. Rwanda denies the
accusation.

M23 rose to prominence 10 years ago when its fighters seized Goma, eastern Congo’s largest city on the border with Rwanda. It derives its name from a March 23, 2009, peace deal that it accuses the Congo
government of not implementing.

The bodies of 11 civilians were discovered Sunday morning, left in two neat rows in the grass. M23 had occupied the area since Tuesday, according to Paris-based research group Sahel Intelligence, before
withdrawing.

M23 is one of more than 120 armed groups fighting in Eastern Congo, most of whom are vying for land and control of mines with valuable minerals, while others are trying to protect their communities from
rival armed groups.

Last week’s armed occupation in the Bwito Region forced hundreds of people out of their homes and into neighboring communities, adding to what the UN estimates are 5.5 million people displaced within
Congo due to violence.

Questions Remain Over Rwandan Journalist’s Suspicious Death (Human Rights Watch) By Lewis Mudge
July 18, 2023

Becoming a journalist in Rwanda is a brave undertaking. During his career, John Williams Ntwali, the founder of the YouTube channel Pax TV- IREME
News and editor of the private The Chronicles newspaper, reported on issues few dared to go near, often giving a voice to the oppressed.

His death six months ago left a gaping hole. “Ntwali is gone too soon, in bad circumstances that, we Rwandan journalists, are even afraid to discuss… His end left us […] worried about doing our profession and
being free,” a Rwandan journalist said shortly after his death.

Today, many questions remain. On January 19, Rwanda police reported that Ntwali died in a road accident in Kimihurura, Kigali on January 18 at 2:50 a.m. and that the driver of the car involved in the collision
had been arrested. In the weeks that followed, Rwandan authorities failed to provide the exact location of the alleged accident, any photo or video evidence, or detailed information on others involved in it. A
hasty trial was held in the absence of independent observers – including journalists – and the driver was convicted of manslaughter and unintentional bodily harm.

The reasons why Ntwali’s death is suspicious are clear. He was regularly threatened and attacked in pro-government media and expressed fear for his safety to friends, fellow journalists, and Human Rights
Watch researchers. The lack of details in the verdict suggests there was no effective investigation into Ntwali’s death, despite Rwanda’s legal obligation to ensure one was conducted. Considering the lack of
transparency around the trial, scores of civil society organizations and press associations from across the globe reiterated the call on Rwandan authorities to allow an independent, impartial, and effective
investigation into the suspicious circumstances surrounding his death. This has not happened.

At the international level, there is a responsibility to ensure this case is not forgotten. If local voices in Rwanda have been silenced, regional and international voices must rise in their place – the safety of other
journalists in Rwanda depends on it. It is not too late for Rwanda’s partners, including the Commonwealth, which Rwanda currently chairs, to speak up for the rights of journalists and call for a credible and
transparent investigation.

IRMCT Chief Prosecutor to visit Rwanda, brief Genocide survivors on Kayishema's trial (The New Times) By Hudson Kuteesa 
July 24, 2023

The Chief Prosecutor of the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals (IRMCT), Serge Brammertz, is scheduled to visit Rwanda from 24
to 28 July 2023 to provide a comprehensive update on the trial of Fulgence Kayishema.

Kayishema, a fugitive accused of orchestrating the massacre of 2,000 people at Nyange church during the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi in Rwanda, was arrested in Paarl, South Africa, in May after evading
justice for over 25 years.

During his visit, Prosecutor Brammertz will hold crucial discussions with survivors of the Genocide against the Tutsi, local officials, and representatives of IBUKA in Kigali.

The focal point of these meetings is to update victims and survivors on the progress of Kayishema's trial, shed light on the ongoing Kabuga case, and underscore the Office of the Prosecutor's unwavering
commitment to ensuring accountability for the atrocities committed during the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi in Rwanda.

Among the highlights of his visit, Brammertz will pay homage to the memory of the victims at the Nyange Parish Genocide Memorial, where he will meet with survivors, victims, and local dignitaries.

Furthermore, he will engage in high-level discussions with key Rwandan officials, including the Minister of Justice, Emmanuel Ugirashebuja, the Minister of National Unity and Civic Engagement, Jean-
Damascène Bizimana, the Prosecutor General, Aimable Havugiyaremye, and the Inspector General of Police, Felix Namuhoranye.

The discussions will revolve around fostering robust cooperation between the Office of the Prosecutor and the Government of Rwanda.

Through this visit, the IRMCT reaffirms its dedication to seeking justice for the victims of the Genocide against the Tutsi and bringing those responsible for such heinous crimes to face the consequences of their
actions.
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UN experts urge Ethiopia to stop deporting, detaining Eritreans (Al Jazeera) July 13, 2023

A group of United Nations investigators and experts called on Ethiopia on Thursday to halt the deportation of Eritreans and the arbitrary detention of
Eritrean refugees, asylum seekers and migrants.

The group also condemned what they called the “summary expulsion of hundreds of Eritreans” by Ethiopia at the end of June.

“Collective expulsions are prohibited under international law,” they said in a statement. “Deporting migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers without conducting an individual and objective risk assessment of
their exposure to human rights violations, including torture and enforced disappearance, upon return is refoulement.”

Under international human rights law, the principle of non-refoulement guarantees that no one should be returned to a country where they would face abuse or punishment.

Ethiopia’s official Human Rights Commission said on June 24 that it was monitoring the forcible return of about 200 Eritreans.

The Ethiopian Refugees and Returnees Service said last month that the people deported were not refugees or asylum seekers – a statement the UN experts said contradicted other reliable sources.

“According to several credible sources, the group included both registered and unregistered refugees and asylum seekers,” the experts’ statement said.

Ethiopian government spokesperson Legesse Tulu did not immediately respond to requests for comment from Al Jazeera.

Neighbouring Eritrea’s government has for years subjected its population to repression, including forced labour and conscription, and imposed harsh restrictions on freedom of expression and religion, causing
many to flee.

Ethiopia and Eritrea are historical adversaries, though Eritrean troops fought alongside their Ethiopian counterparts and allied militias in a recent two-year conflict that pitted Addis Ababa against rebel forces
in the Tigray region.

In November, the Ethiopian government and Tigrayan forces signed an agreement to end the hostilities.
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Court in BiH sentenced One Person for War Crimes (Sarajevo Times) July 15, 2023

The District Court in Doboj sentenced Mirsad Brkić, a former member of the 102nd Brigade of the Croatian Defense Council (HVO), to eight years in
prison for crimes against civilians in Jezero near Odžak in the summer of 1992.

Brkić was found guilty by the first-instance verdict for the murder of Simo and Pero Ljubičić and for illegally imprisoning a group of residents of Jezero in Ilija Milošević’s garage.

By the same verdict, he was acquitted of the inhumane treatment of Ilija Milosevic, who has since died.

“Brkić, as a co-perpetrator, together with Senahid Ribić and other unknown persons, illegally imprisoned, intimidated, tortured and killed two civilians,” said judge Snježana Banjac Lopandić.

The indictment states that Brkić, as a former member of the HVO, committed criminal acts in the Jezero settlement, which today belongs to the municipality of Vukosavlje, together with Senahid Ribić, also
known as Bešlaga, and other unknown persons.

In the explanation of the verdict, it is stated that the testimony of the Prosecution witness that Brkić was a member of “Bešlaga’s group”, which they identified as responsible for the crimes committed in Jezero
near Odžak in June and July 1992, was accepted.

At the end of January 2013, the district court sentenced Senahid Ribić to 13 years in prison for crimes in the area of Odžak.

At the beginning of November last year, Brkić was extradited from Austria to Bosnia and Herzegovina, according to an international warrant issued by order of the Doboj District Court.

Judge Banjac Lopandić said that Brkić’s detention was extended until the final verdict, and the time spent in detention in Doboj since November 4 last year will be included in his prison sentence. The court did
not count Brkić’s extradition detention in Austria, where he was from February 24 until the beginning of November last year, in the duration of the sentence.

According to the verdict, Brkić is also obliged to pay the court costs and witness attendance costs in the total amount of 355 marks.

The trial in this case began on March 27 of this year.

Today’s verdict can be appealed to the Supreme Court of the Republika Srpska.
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Saudi Arabia, Turkey seek deal to return Ukrainian children from Russia - FT (Reuters) July 18, 2023

Saudi Arabia and Turkey are trying to broker a deal to repatriate Ukrainian children who have been taken to Russia and placed in children's homes or
adopted by Russian families, the Financial Times reported on Tuesday.

The newspaper, quoting four people familiar with the talks, said discussions had been under way for several months, and that former Chelsea football club owner Roman Abramovich had been involved in the
attempted mediation.

It said officials in Kyiv and Moscow were, as part of the mediation process, compiling lists of children moved to Russia since its full-scale invasion in February 2022.

Daria Herasymchuk, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy's Advisor-Commissioner for Children's Rights and Rehabilitation, declined a Reuters request to comment on the report.

Zelenskiy has repeatedly appealed to foreign leaders to help his country get its children back.

Russian and Turkish officials did not immediately respond to requests for comment. Saudi Arabia has not commented on the FT article.

Kyiv estimates nearly 19,500 children have been taken to Russia or Russian-occupied Crimea since last year's invasion, in what it condemns as illegal deportations. Ukrainian official data show that only 385
children have been repatriated so far.

Moscow, which controls large parts of Ukraine's east and south, denies abducting children and says they have been transported away for their own safety.

In June, Ukrainian prosecutors charged a Russian politician and two suspected collaborators with war crimes over the alleged deportation of dozens of orphans from the formerly occupied southern city of
Kherson, some of them as young as one.

The charges brought by Ukraine's prosecutors follow a wider investigation carried out in cooperation with the Hague-based International Criminal Court.

In March, the ICC, the world's permanent war crimes tribunal, issued an arrest warrant for Russian President Vladimir Putin and Russia's children's rights commissioner, Maria Lvova-Belova, accusing them of
abducting children from Ukraine.

Russia rejects the ICC allegations, saying it does not recognise the court's jurisdiction and calling the warrants null and void.
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German woman accused of crimes against humanity in Iraq faces retrial (Vanguard) July 19, 2023

A new trial against a German Islamist extremist who was accused of letting a 5-year-old Yezidi girl die was set to begin on Wednesday in a Munich
court.

The woman, named only as Jennifer W under German privacy laws, allegedly stood idly by in Iraq while a young Yazidi girl died in the midday heat.

According to NAN, she may face a longer period in prison after an appeals court ruled in March that a 10-year sentence handed to her in 2021 was too lenient.

The Munich Higher Regional Court has now scheduled eight days of hearings before a different criminal senate for the new trial.

The defendant joined Islamic State at the age of 23, married in Syria at a time when the terrorist organisation had occupied a large swathe of eastern Syria and north-western Iraq.

Her former husband chained up the girl in the courtyard of their home. He is serving a life sentence in Germany after being found guilty of genocide by a Frankfurt court.

That sentence has been confirmed by the Karlsruhe court. The man bought the girl and her mother after they had been abducted by Islamic State, a fate suffered by many Yezidis.

The girl died in August 2015, as the temperature in Falluja soared above 50 degrees Celsius, NAN reported.

The man had chained her to the bars of a window by her hands with her feet hanging in the air and she suffered heat stroke before he unchained her.

The German courts found that Jennifer W had failed to act to save the girl and a new verdict could be handed down on August 29.

The first trial started in April 2019 and lasted about two and a half years.
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The COI Report Confirms that Torture is still Being Practiced in Syria in a Systematic and Widespread Manner Against Both Residents and Returnees (Relief Web)
July 26, 2023

On July 15, 2023, the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic (COI) released a report entitled, ‘No End in
Sight’ that focuses on the issue of torture and ill-treatment in Syria. The report, which covers the period between January 1, 2020, and April 30, 2023
sheds light on the fact that numerous patterns of torture, and cruel, inhumane, and degrading treatment continue to be perpetrated in a systematic
and widespread manner in the Syrian Arab Republic, including enforced disappearance practices, in detention facilities. The report reiterates that
arbitrary arrest and ill-treatment continue to be major issues that threaten the lives of individuals living in the areas under the Syrian regime’s
control, including those areas over which which the regime regained control in recent years, as well as threatening the lives of Syrian citizens
returning to the country. The report underlines this crucial fact amid mounting pressures on Syrian refugees and asylum seekers to return to Syria
from their host countries.

The report focuses on the abuses in regime detention centers, as well as those perpetrated by three other non-state parties, namely Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), the Syrian National Army (SNA), and the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF). Moreover, the report draws upon 254 interviews conducted during the period which it covers. Of these interviews, 107 were conducted with people who endured torture themselves or
were eyewitnesses to torture in regime detention centers, while 105 other interviews concerned the detention practices of the other parties. More particularly, the report focuses on the Syrian regime’s four main
agencies, namely the Air Force Intelligence, Military Intelligence, Political Security and General Intelligence Directorates, as well as the Criminal Security department affiliated with the regime’s police and
military prisons. Each of those four intelligence agencies, the report notes, operates multiple operational centers in Damascus that serve as their central headquarters, in addition to overseeing other branches
across Syria, in which hundreds of detainees are held. The report also lists the detention centers which it covers that are operated by the other parties to the conflict.

The report notes that detainees are held for prolonged periods without being able to contact their families, friends, or lawyers, during which time they are subjected to various forms of torture and ill-treatment,
usually with the goal of terrorizing them or forcing them to provide ‘confessions’, or as a form of punishment. Those methods of torture include “suspension by one or two limbs for prolonged periods (shabeh)
or being folded into car tyres (dulab), severe beatings all over the body including the genitals… electric shocks, burning of body parts and sexual violence” as well as detainees being held in inhumane conditions
that involve putting them in overcrowded cells, and subjecting them to severe shortages of food and water, while providing poor or non-existent healthcare. The report also adds that the methods of torture,
patterns of arbitrary arrest, and cases of enforced disappearance in the areas controlled by non-regime armed groups are similar to those practiced by the regime, but are significantly smaller in scale. In
October 2019, The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) released an extensive report documenting 72 methods of torture used by Syrian regime forces in their detention centers, and in January 2022 we
released another exhaustive report tackling the HTS’s judiciary and detention centers, as well as detailing the torture methods used by the group.

Furthermore, the report stresses that torture and ill-treatment remain a significant risk for refugees and Syrians residing abroad upon their return to Syria.

The report concludes that the COI has reasonable grounds to believe that the Syrian regime’s government “has continued to commit acts of torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, rape and sexual
violence, and enforced disappearances against persons in its detention facilities.” These acts, the report confirms, amount to crimes against humanity and war crimes. Additionally, the report notes that the
institutions affiliated with the Syrian regime’s government have systematically failed to prevent torture practices or to investigate reports of torture and custodial deaths, or enforced disappearances. The report
also sheds light on how “the lack of death notifications – and the lack of details provided in official records and notifications when provided – indicates that they actively attempt to cover up deaths in custody.
This is a continuation of a process of coordination between state institutions.” These institutions, the report further notes, are involved in torture practices and enforced disappearance whose victims “are not
limited to the persons who were forcibly disappeared, but also include their families.”

The report calls on the Syrian regime and other parties to the conflict to immediately cease all detention practices and enforced disappearances and to ensure that all detainees are able to immediately call their
families and lawyers, while also promptly allowing access to independent monitors to all detention facilities. Moreover, the report calls on the regime and all other parties to immediately end all torture, other
forms of ill, cruel, or degrading treatment, including sexual and gender-based violence, and execution of detainees, and to issue clear directives through all relevant intelligence, military and police commands to
that effect, and make such directives public.

The report also emphasizes that it must be ensured that the perpetrators of all such violations are held to account in fair trials and that UN member states must continue to seek accountability.

ISIS trials in Northeast Syria ‘only offer on table’: Human Rights Watch rep (Medya News) July 26, 2023

Following the announcement by the Kurdish-led Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria (AANES) that it plans to begin putting some of
the estimated 2000 foreign ISIS fighters in its care on trial, Medya News convened an expert panel to ask whether the proposal could work and what
role international powers could or should play if the AANES goes ahead with the proposal.

Attendees heard from Human Rights Watch (HRW) Associate Crisis and Conflict Director Letta Tayler, former International Coalition to Defeat ISIS spokesperson and Newlines Institute Senior Non-Resident
Fellow Myles Caggins III, and Democratic Union Party (PYD) Co-Chair Saleh Muslim, a leading Syrian Kurdish politician.

In comments echoed by other panellists, Tayler described the AANES proposal as currently representing ‘the only offer on the table.’ Emphasising that the international rights watch dog HRW did not take any
formal position on the question of a juridical solution to the ISIS detainees, she called for the US-led Coalition to Defeat ISIS and detainees’ country of origin to assist AANES in meeting the priority need for
due process for ISIS detainees.

It was possible the US would begin to fund ISIS detention centres in either Syria or Iraq as a partial solution to the crisis, Caggins added, while also laying out proposals for ISIS prisoners to be tried on the basis
of criminal charges by Syrian or international judges.

Opening the discussion, Muslim reminded listeners that the AANES’ military wing, the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), led the defeat of ISIS on the ground as the key local partners of the US-led International
Coalition to Defeat ISIS. Since then, the SDF and associated security forces have been holding third-country national ISIS fighters from around the world, with the current population estimated at around 2000
individuals, alongside around 10,000 Syrian and Iraqi ISIS fighters.

Addressing the urgent need for a justice mechanism to respond to the urgent security threat, and the legal and humanitarian burden posed by these ISIS detainees, Tayler said that “the AANES proposal is the
only offer on the table … in my view it is because most of these detainees’ countries of origin, as well as the US-led Coalition against ISIS, have been largely content to ignore the illegality of this massive
detention crisis, with global ramifications, with the fates not only of ISIS suspects but also their children in the balance – children who never chose to live under ISIS and who make up the majority of the
detainees.”

“Our position is that all detainees held as ISIS suspects and family members in northeast Syria should have meaningful access to due process, and promptly, to contest the necessity and legality of their
detention. Our concern is more about how the trials are conducted than where. In an ideal world, trials are held within the jurisdiction of the crime committed. But northeast Syria is a complex war zone,
meaning that trials could be risky for judges, prosecutors, defence lawyers, and the detainees themselves, and the AANES is not a state, which could potentially complicate legal challenges to convictions.”

Caggins added that potential trials could and should be conducted according to high legal standards, likewise calling for cooperation from international and regional bodies. “Something needs to be done. These
tribunals, as proposed by AANES are something. The tribunals can be done in a way that’s consistent with international law, where accused ISIS terrorists would have the right to counsel, not be forced to make
any incriminating statements, and any statements gained by torture would be inadmissible. The judges would be regular judges previously sworn into Syrian courts, or international judges for a hybrid
tribunal,” he said.

This could be made easier by trying ISIS on the basis of conventional crimes committed as private individuals, rather than as members of a formal army subject to distinct international law, Caggins suggested.
“ISIS members should be treated as people who committed crimes – a criminal gang, committing ‘common’ crimes like murders, rape, terrorism,” he said. Asked what steps might be expected from the
Coalition or the US toward resolving the crisis, he said there was “a big question about building a proper detention centre for ISIS… I predict we’ll see that the US will lean toward making a decision to fund
detention camps in Syria, sooner rather than later.”

The panel also looked at the significant obstacles facing any potential legal process for ISIS detainees in the region. Tayler summarised these significant obstacles: “What of the rights of women and children, the
vast majority of detainees, to contest their detention? Where will those convicted serve their prison terms? Will they be sent back to the same squalid prisons that already fall short of minimum international
detention standards? And what of the innocent? Will their countries take them home?”

AANES officials have not yet given an official date for the start of trials for foreign fighters, but indicated that they plan to release more information in the near future.
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Israel's Government Frightening Steps Against Women, Explained (Haaretz) July 25, 2023

Handmaids cloaked in red, heads down and silent – sometimes with their mouths taped shut – have become an integral part of the protests against
the Israeli government’s judicial overhaul. When they first began, critics described the handmaid displays as overdramatic. But eight months into
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s right-wing, religious government, evidence has mounted that the fears of a severe regression in Israeli
women’s status are justified. At the new government’s outset last December, the numbers told the story. Very few women were in the cabinet,
served as lawmakers or were appointed as ministry director generals. But it turns out the numbers were only the first signs of a systematic assault
on hard-won protections for women’s rights.

As in Hungary and Poland, moves to weaken the judiciary appear to go hand in hand with an illiberal worldview in which gender roles play a central part. To observers of those countries, it comes as little
surprise that the Israeli governing coalition has taken steps to halt or reverse efforts to bring women into leadership roles and guarantee their rights and safety against discrimination and violence, instead
hoping to return them to more passive domestic roles subject to the will of men. And if the judicial overhaul becomes law, a weakened judiciary will not be able to stand in the way of these actions on the
grounds that they violate Israel’s Basic Laws (widely seen as the building blocks of a future constitution).

Here are five steps taken so far in the coalition’s war on women...

1. Dismantling, politicizing and weakening government bodies intended to advance women

The Knesset approved the preliminary vote in a bill sponsored by far-right Otzma Yehudit lawmaker Limor Son Har-Melech that would nullify and replace the 1998 Authority for the Advancement of the Status
of Women Law. The vote, taken on July 13, was vehemently opposed by a long list of women’s advocacy groups.

The new law would remove the Authority for the Advancement of the Status of Women from the Prime Minister’s Office. It would become part of a new ministry headed by an appointee chosen by extremist
Likud MK May Golan, with additional members named by the labor, justice and national security ministers. The Israel Democracy Institute has warned that the bill’s terms would turn the authority into a
political body by putting its powers in the hands of a minister.

According to the Israeli Democracy Institute, while the existing law “recognizes the reality of discrimination against women in Israel and the need for steps to be taken accordingly,” the new bill “almost
completely omits any recognition of discrimination.”

Even more concerning, the institute observed that while the existing law “recognizes the reality of discrimination against women in Israel and the need for steps to be taken accordingly,” the new bill “almost
completely omits any recognition of discrimination.” This raises concerns that gender discrimination “will not be a core area of concern for the ministry to be established,” it added.

Presenting the bill in the Knesset, Son Har-Melech argued that “the status of women in Israel requires respecting the woman’s true will,” pointing to women who “wish” to participate in women-only events,
enjoy separate segregated swimming hours at their local pool or study in a single-sex class. Nowadays, she claimed, “this right is denied to women.”

After the preliminary vote was approved, women’s groups became even more concerned when the Knesset House Committee ruled that the bill would not be considered by the existing Knesset Committee on
the Status of Women and Gender Equality. The current committee is headed by a female member of the opposition, Pnina Tamano-Shata. Instead, the bill was handed to a new joint committee headed by the
far-right lawmaker Simcha Rothman (a member of the Religious Zionism party led by Bezalel Smotrich). Rothman heads the Knesset Constitutional, Law and Justice Committee and is a driving force behind
the judicial overhaul.

2. Strengthening the rabbinical courts

Religious Services Minister Michael Malkieli, a member of the ultra-Orthodox Shas party, has submitted a bill that would expand the rabbinical courts’ ability to make decisions on alimony and child support.
The proposed law, submitted earlier this month, would reverse a 2019 Supreme Court ruling limiting the religious courts’ ability to make decisions related to child support.

Women’s advocacy groups fear that putting this power in religious courts’ hands will weaken women’s ability to advocate for sufficient alimony and child support for fear of being denied a “get” that would grant
them a religious divorce.

Malkieli’s bill is viewed as the first step in implementing an overall plan – outlined in coalition agreements between Likud and Shas – that would eventually grant rabbinical courts a status equal to that of the
civil courts. This would create a separate and parallel legal system operating according to Jewish religious law, concentrating power in the hands of the rabbinical courts in civil matters now handled by the civil
court system – and not only family law disputes.

The rabbinical courts, which do not have any female judges, have long been accused of delivering verdicts that are less favorable to women because of their inferior status under traditional Jewish law.

3. Erasing female language from the civil service

The Civil Service Commission has forbidden the use of female-form language in its job advertisements. In recent years, Dual gender-inclusive language has become common practice in attempts to promote
gender equality. In Hebrew, all nouns are either masculine or feminine, and using the male form has historically been standard practice, including references to men and women. In an attempt to promote
inclusivity and female visibility, feminist groups have encouraged the use of both forms.

MK Avi Maoz, the homophobic leader of the Noam party who has declared that the “greatest contribution” women can make to their country is “to marry and raise a family,” pushed back against this practice,
complaining that it is a bastardization of the language of the Bible.

A number of government institutions and senior officials have rejected the Civil Service Commission’s justification for the elimination of female-form language and intend to continue to advertise jobs to both
genders.

4. Foot-dragging on countering violence against women – unless the women are Jewish and the perpetrators are not

Earlier this month, the Knesset passed the first vote in a bill that would give stricter punishments for sexual violence committed with a nationalist motive, in an effort to combat “a growing phenomenon of
nationalist terrorism” and to fight “women being sexually harassed on the basis of their religious identity.”

The bill seeks to amend the penal code to add sexual harassment to a list of “offenses motivated by racism or hostility to the public” that would face a hardened sentence – implicitly downplaying the seriousness
of the same behavior when committed within the same racial and religious group.

The co-sponsor of the bill, Son Har-Melech, said the law was designed to provide “proper and correct treatment to female Jewish victims” of “miscreants who get away with no or ridiculous punishments.”

Right-wing and socially conservative Orthodox parties in the coalition have worked to block Israel’s signature to the Istanbul Convention – the international initiative to combat gender-based violence.

A statement by the ultra-Orthodox feminist group Nivcharot protested the final wording of the bill, asking: “Does an ultra-Orthodox man who rapes a 12-year-old girl cause less hurt or damage than an Arab
Palestinian who rapes a 12-year-old?”

At the same time, right-wing and socially conservative Orthodox parties in the coalition have worked to block Israel’s signature to the Istanbul Convention – the international initiative to combat gender-based
violence. Countries that accede to the convention are required to legislate strict laws on the prevention of domestic violence, protection of victims, prosecution and policy coordination. The convention has been
signed by over 45 countries and the European Union.

Furthermore, the coalition this year budgeted millions of shekels less in funding to battling violence against women than the state comptroller recommended.

Another high-profile blow to women’s personal safety took place in March, when National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir torpedoed the passage of a bill that would allow judges to order men with
restraining orders for domestic violence to wear ankle monitors.

After halting its progress through the Knesset for months, Ben-Gvir attempted to promote a watered-down version of the bill that he drafted with men’s rights organizations. Finally, in June, he submitted a
proposal that would allow courts to order the use of an ankle monitor on an abusive partner who has been declared dangerous – but only if they have already been convicted for violating a previous order or
indicted for the offenses.

5. Promotion of gender segregation and limitation of women’s ability to worship at the Western Wall

Two prominent women’s groups in the Orthodox community were prevented from participating in a Knesset meeting discussing the “right to gender segregation” earlier this month. The two organizations –
Orthodox feminist group Kolech: Religious Women’s Forum and the Center for Women’s Justice, which represents women in rabbinical courts – said they were denied entry to the Knesset event and told there
were already enough organizations representing Haredi women at the meeting. The ultra-Orthodox feminist group Nivcharot told public broadcaster Kan that “several requests from its activists to participate
were rejected.”

Gender segregation has been on several coalition parties’ agendas since the government’s earliest days. MK Moshe Gafni, from the ultra-Orthodox United Torah Judaism party, submitted a bill in January that
would force the Israel Nature and Parks Authority to establish separate bathing times for men and women during no less than 15 percent of the operating hours of each site with lakes and streams, and increase
the number of gender-segregated beaches. In February, meanwhile, Shas announced it would push for the passage of a bill criminalizing non-Orthodox prayer at the Western Wall and ban the wearing of clothes
“unbefitting” of the holy site’s sanctity. The sanctions were to have applied to women who read the Torah, blow a shofar, put on prayer shawls or don tefillin (phylacteries) at the Kotel. The legislation
recommended penalties of six months in prison and a fine of up to 10,000 shekels (nearly $2,900) for violators.

The bill’s language echoed that found in Netanyahu’s coalition agreement with the United Torah Judaism party, which stipulated that public worship at the Western Wall “will continue to be held according to
the custom of the place, which is according to Torah law” (meaning Orthodox custom). Such a law would effectively criminalize Reform and Conservative prayer as well as the multidenominational feminist
prayer group Women of the Wall. Only after a public outcry were plans to advance the legislation shot down by Likud.
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Will the Gulf of Guinea Ever be Free of Piracy? (Unicorn Riot)
James Keating 
July 15, 2023

Maritime piracy in the Gulf of Guinea continues to pose a serious threat to the safety of crew members as well as the integrity of international trade. Despite considerable progress
made through initiatives like Nigeria’s Deep Blue Project, challenges persist. Corruption, illegal fishing, political instability, and a high unemployment rate contribute to the
ongoing problem.

The Gulf of Guinea and its neighboring nations are vital parts of global trade. The Gulf of Guinea is a colossal 2.35 million km² part of the Atlantic Ocean, sourced by the Niger River
and the Volta River in Nigeria and Ghana, respectively. The Gulf is just off Western Africa, and its waters stretch from Liberia in the west all the way south-east to Angola. Its 6,000
kilometers of coastline encompasses seventeen independent nations and a colossal GDP of $886.3 billion as of 2021. With Somalia’s similar piracy issues far in the rearview mirror,
the ongoing crisis begs the question as to why the same hasn’t happened in the Gulf, or if it ever will.

On March 25, 2023 at almost midnight, a Danish-owned tanker flying the Liberian flag and supplying fuel to other nearby ships was attacked in the Gulf of Guinea, 138 nautical
miles west of the port city of Pointe-Noire. Monjasa, the company that owns the oil tanker explained that for their safety “the entire crew put themselves in the [hold] of the ship.”
According to the Congolese authorities, it was three armed men who had immobilized the boat.

Five days after the initial attack, six members of the crew were kidnapped by the pirates as they abandoned the tanker. These six crew members endured a staggering five weeks of
captivity before being rescued in an undisclosed location in Nigeria. The CEO of the Danish company Monjasa, Anders Ostergaard, confirmed after the crew’s rescue that “all
recovered crew members are in a relatively good health condition given the difficult circumstances they have been under in the last more than five weeks.” The crew were given
medical checks and have since returned to their homes and been repatriated with their families. However, the event left the Danish Shipowners Association declaring that “piracy
problems off the west coast of Africa are far from being resolved.”

According to the IMB Piracy Reporting Centre, there have been nine incidents in 2023 of varyingly serious pirate attacks in the Gulf of Guinea. One of these events details 12 heavily
armed men successfully hijacking a tanker 300 nautical miles southwest of Abidjan in the Ivory Coast. The tanker’s crew was restrained with cable ties and had their equipment
destroyed during the hijacking.

Although there continues to be a consistent flow of reports from the Gulf of Guinea of violent incidents this year, there have been huge strides made to extinguish piracy in the Gulf
since 2020.

A tally of nine incidents this year alone is concerning; however, it is a far cry from how prevalent piracy was in the Gulf only a few years ago.

Over the last 15 years, the Gulf of Guinea has lapsed the Gulf of Aden and Horn of Africa’s incidents massively. The numbers were especially concerning between 2018 and 2021. At
least 121 seafarers were abducted in 2019 alone in the Gulf, and the following year, 130 of the 135 global maritime kidnappings occurred there. During this period, the number of
kidnappings was unprecedented and not seen anywhere near this volume elsewhere in the world. In addition to this, during the first four months of 2021, 40 crew members were
kidnapped worldwide, all in the Gulf. The attacks were even more ambitious and daring. Over 390 kilometers south of Cotonou, Benin, 15 members of a Maltese chemical tanker
were abducted. The sheer range with which the pirates were able to attack at this time displays not only profound confidence but also that they were better equipped to achieve
more difficult hijackings. During these attacks, seafarers were frequently injured and, in some cases, even killed.

The Gulf of Guinea has always been a linchpin of trade between Asia, Europe, and the Americas. Due to this, there were attempts in the early 2000s to curb piracy; however, most of
these early methods were relatively ineffective. Likely the most notable is the June 2013 Yaoundé Architecture Agreement, in which 25 states and leaders of the ‘Economic
Community of West African States’, met in Yaoundé, Cameroon, to strategize. It aimed to create a common regional strategy to target illicit activity in the seas of the Gulf; however,
the self-interest, long-held grievances, and economic ambitions of the 25 states made the agreement somewhat unfruitful despite some measured progress.

Another early deterrent was the fact that European powers held an interest in the Gulf. Countries like France, Italy, Spain, Belgium, the UK, and the United States all conducted
naval missions, thus increasing local security. These nations also provided ships and equipment to some coastal states. However, the interest was likely to secure economic
prosperity for their own fishing and oil companies as well as simply protect trade flowing through the Gulf. The most effective countermeasure to date has been former President
Muhammadu Buhari’s announcement of the formation of ‘The Integrated National Security and Waterways Protection Infrastructure of the Nigerian Maritime Administration and
Safety Agency’ (NIMASA), far more commonly known as the Deep Blue Project. It was announced in June 2021 and allowed a combination of Nigeria’s navy, army, air force, and
police to cooperate to counter piracy. From 2020 to 2021, attacks decreased by an impressive 60%.

As well as this, a further strategy was announced by Nigeria and stakeholders in July 2022. In May, a United Nations Security Council member labeled the Gulf as the world’s piracy
hotspot despite recent success. And so, the countermeasures already in effect were bolstered further by international figures.

A Nigerian Navy spokesperson stated, “The Nigerian Navy plays a vital role in ensuring maritime security. Collaborating with national as well as international stakeholders is most
important, and this joint strategy demonstrates the good that can be achieved by working together.” This strategy was formulated only a month after Russian gas exports had been
halved due to Western sanctions in response to the invasion of Ukraine. Due to the Gulf of Guinea being home to around 6% of the world’s natural gas reserves, it’s likely this was
simply a pragmatic economic tactic to ensure the security of gas supplies, given the international circumstances.

Given all these countermeasures and their increasing success, piracy in the region is as low as it’s been since 2018. However, many men continue to risk their lives and liberties to
pursue this way of life. This is because it is a far more deep-rooted issue than simple criminal opportunism.

In Somalia, piracy became rampant after a complete state collapse. In the Gulf of Guinea, however, there are a multitude of causes that foster piracy. Although there are multiple,
they intersect considerably. One common element behind them is the lack of development in many of these Gulf states, which contributes to weak jurisdictional and legal systems.
As a Chatham House report describes it, states tolerate a highly complex ‘criminal web’ that encompasses “foreign oil trades, shippers, bankers, refiners, high-level politicians, and
military officials.” Corruption plays a significant role in exacerbating the issue. Billions of dollars appear to have disappeared into the foreign bank accounts of corrupt politicians.
One particular area where corruption thrives is in the processes related to oil production and exportation in the Niger Delta. While it is challenging to establish direct connections
between these officials and piracy, corruption within the Nigerian Navy is more visible.

Another issue is the highly common practice of ‘oil bunkering’, meaning to steal, divert, or smuggle oil without authorization. Oil bunkering is widespread in the Navy, and a recent
study from 2023 estimates that Nigeria’s economy has suffered a loss of 2.184 trillion naira due to bunkering, as well as having damaged local communities economically and posed
environmental challenges.

Oil accounts for 9% of GDP and 90% of exports in Nigeria, creating a substantial incentive for pirates to siphon some of the profits when it’s opportune. Fuel and oil theft results in
between a 6% and 10% loss in the country’s output. Considering the huge revenue oil brings to its nations through exports, it is likely many young people feel ostracized for barely
getting by in the legal economy, and therefore indulge in this criminal enterprise.

Illegal fishing is another gateway for piracy, and it’s an issue that arises when states are unable to maintain control of their territorial waters. Fishermen are drawn to the greater
profits that come with illegal fishing. As seen originally in Somalia, illegal fishing also damages local communities and ecosystems, forcing locals into pirate ranks to earn
thousands more than they would by toiling in waters already excessively fished. Illegal fishing costs local governments an estimated 1.5 billion dollars annually.

Political uncertainty also causes piracy. Election periods consistently see spikes in violence and terrorist activities as officials feel uneasy about the fragile government systems they
are a part of and, in turn, resort to orchestrating attacks on their opponents. As well as political rivalry, piracy is heightened during the transition of a regime change as pirate
leaders attempt to display their power in order to gain the support of a new local elite. The uncertainty of future policy under a new regime also means pirates must strike before a
potentially less tolerant leader makes piracy less viable.

Perhaps the most difficult factor to counter is the unemployment prevalent in Western Africa, with its population of 400 million outpacing any job opportunities. An
unemployment rate of 6.8 percent, according to a Statista report, which is particularly weighted toward the younger demographic, means young men continue to join pirate ranks.
A lack of development is again the underlying issue here. A low number of jobs and a low yield when employed in the legal economy, while thousands can be made illegally fishing
or in pirate attacks, means that piracy attempts will prevail no matter the risks these young men face. There is an essential need to decrease incentives rather than solely counter
the pirates who have already taken up the cause.

Somalia was once infamously the hotbed of piracy in the world. However, piracy is virtually extinct in both the Gulf of Aden and just off the Horn of Africa today. An international
precedent of zero tolerance has been set, so why hasn’t piracy been tackled in the Gulf of Guinea to the same absolute degree, and how was it accomplished around Somalia?

In 2011, 160 incidents were recorded, and in the five-year period between 2010 and 2015, the total tally rose to a staggering 358. However, between 2016 and 2021, these numbers
fell drastically, and although the IMB Piracy Reporting Centre continues to urge shipmasters to practice caution, especially close to the Somali coast, attacks have become
extremely rare.

In 2018, there were only two instances of piracy, and in 2021, there was only one, which took place in the Gulf of Aden. Even as early as 2013, the U.S. Office of Naval Intelligence
reported only nine vessel attacks for the entire year, none of which resulted in successful hijackings due to the countermeasures taken. An important and often understated
element of counter-piracy is not just preventing attempts but reducing the chance of a successful hijacking; two of the attacks in the Gulf of Guinea this year alone have resulted in
hijackings as crews are not as well equipped to repel such attackers.

The ability to resist pirates during an attack was one of the issues addressed around Somalia as mandatory practices were implemented on vessels. One of these practices was
equipping crews with security to counter pirates during any attack. As well as this, there was a development of onshore security forces and an increase in naval presence. Huge
international cooperation between European, American, Chinese, and Indian forces was the most important element in ending piracy in Somali waters. The lack of priority on the
international agenda compared to the Somali pirate crisis is likely one of the reasons the Gulf of Guinea has not seen the same success. In 2010, the Somali government built a naval
base in the town of Bandar Siyada to force pirate activity away from the coast. In 2012, an African Union mission in Somalia by Kenyan troops captured the Kismayo port from Al-
Shabaab terrorists, again reducing pirate activity. By 2017, China had built a military base in Djibouti, north of Somalia to counter pirates. A far more controversial deterrent that
took place in May 2010 was when the trials of twelve pirates took place in Yemen after a Yemeni oil tanker was hijacked. Six of the Somali pirates were sentenced to death because
two crew members were killed and four others were wounded in the attack. These individual efforts as well as the priority put on the issue by the international community crushed
piracy in the area, and the same efforts need to be applied in the Western African seas to recreate the success.

There is still a long road ahead for the Gulf of Guinea, and attacks will likely persist if underlying issues in the nations surrounding the Gulf are not addressed or more stringent
countermeasures are not implemented. Partially drawing inspiration from the successful measures taken to curb piracy in Somalia in the past, it is crucial to prioritize the issue,
implement mandatory security measures, and address the root causes to effectively mitigate piracy activities. Only through these concerted efforts can the vital maritime trade in
the Gulf of Guinea be safeguarded. Progress made over the past two years, mainly due to Nigeria’s Deep Blue Project, is encouraging; however, the presence of piracy clearly
persists in the Gulf and must be addressed.
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Why Piracy is returning to the Gulf of Guinea—Investigations (Nigerian Tribune)
Tola Adenubi
July 20, 2023

The launch of the Integrated National Security and Waterways Protection Infrastructure, otherwise known as Deep Blue project by the Federal Government in 2021 and the
collaborative efforts of international navies patrolling the Gulf of Guinea (GoG) waters brought succour to the waters off Nigerian coastline, leading to a drastic drop in the rate of
piracy attacks on vessels between late 2021 and most part of 2022.

With a drop in piracy incidents, Nigeria recorded zero attacks on ships calling at its ports and this necessitated the removal of the most populous black nation from the list of countries
designated as risk maritime nations by the International Bargaining Forum (IBF) in the first quarter of 2022.

The IBF, which is a body that brings together the International Transport Federation (ITF) and the international maritime employers that make up the Joint Negotiating Group (JNG),
had listed five designated risk areas and applicable benefits in the event of attacks leading to deaths and disability, mentioning the Gulf of Guinea as second extended war risk zone
covering Liberia/Ivory Coast border to 00°N 005°E, to the Angola/Namibia border. However, events in the first and second quarter of 2023, according to the 2023 January to June
IMB Piracy and Armed Robbery Report Summary Sheet of the International Maritime Bureau (IMB), has shown a return of insecurity in the GoG waters.

According to the IMB, 65 incidents of piracy and armed robbery against ships were recorded in the first half of 2023 in the GoG, an increase from 58 incidents for the same period in
2022.

Of the 65 incidents reported, 57 vessels were boarded, four had attempted attacks, two were hijacked and two were fired upon. Perpetrators successfully boarded 90 percent of
targeted vessels. Violence towards crew continues with 36 taken hostage, 14 kidnapped, three threatened, two injured and one assaulted.

The IMB mid-year report further stated that “The Gulf of Guinea witnessed a concerning surge in maritime incidents between Q1 and Q2 of 2023, with five incidents in the first quarter
and nine in the second quarter. Out of these, 12 were classified as armed robberies and two as piracy, predominantly targeting anchored vessels in the region. “Fourteen crew were
kidnapped, of which eight crew members were taken from vessels anchored within territorial waters. Additionally, in two separate hijackings, 31 crew members were held hostage,
communication and navigation equipment destroyed and partial cargoes stolen. One of these incidents also involved the abduction of six crew members.”

Appealing to governments in the GoG waters to redouble efforts in tackling maritime crimes, IMB Director, Michael Howlett, said, “The resurgence in reported incidents including
hostage situations and crew kidnappings in the Gulf of Guinea waters is concerning. The IMB calls for continued, robust regional and international naval presence as a deterrent to
address these crimes.

“We once again call on the Gulf of Guinea regional authorities and the international community to refocus their attention on the region, to establish long-term, sustainable solutions
that effectively address these crimes and protect the seafaring and fishing communities.

Why resurgence of piracy?

Findings by the Nigerian Tribune have revealed that due to the ongoing onslaught against oil thieves on Nigerian waters, most of the people siphoning the nation’s crude oil are
gradually returning to their first job – piracy. Disclosing this to the Nigerian Tribune exclusively, a top official of Tantita Security Services, a private security firm contracted by the
Nigerian National Petroleum Company Limited (NNPCL) to tackle oil theft, explained that most of the people perpetrating oil theft were also involved in kidnapping-for-ransom
attacks on ships before. The Tantita Security Services official, who wouldn’t want his name in print as he has not been authorised to speak on the matter, said “I am not surprised
piracy is gradually on the rise again.

“The pirates never left before; they only switched trade due to the pressure on them from international navies and the Nigerian Navy. They switched to oil theft after some of them
were killed by foreign navies patrolling the GoG.

“If you observed, as piracy declined, oil theft increased. These guys never left in the first place; they only switched trade. These guys are used to making money in foreign currency
through illicit activities on Nigeria’s waterways. “So, as piracy went down, activities in oil theft increased. Nigeria was losing huge revenue due to its crude oil being stolen to
neighbouring African countries. That was why Nigeria witnessed a drastic drop in piracy attacks on ships. “But since the NNPCL contracted Tantita Security Services to help in tackling
oil theft, the pressure is now on these guys to switch trade again. You know that anywhere Tompolo puts his hands, the place always becomes hot for whoever is competing with him
(Tompolo) for such space.

“Tompolo is fully focused on the war against oil theft and, as such, there cannot be room for people who indulge in such illegal activities. They are moving back to piracy because
stealing crude oil now is a no-go area for them. “Some of them have lost ships. We just destroyed a ship, MT TURA II, some days ago for trying to steal Nigeria’s crude oil to Cameroon.
The vessel was burnt to serve as deterrent for other would-be-oil-thieves. “So, they are going back to piracy. I saw the IMB report. It is important that our security operatives are on top
of their game because the statistics of attacks on commercial ships may rise if unchecked.”

Recall that the vessel, MT TURA II (IMO number: 6620462), owned by a Nigerian registered company, Holab Maritime Services Limited, with registration Nnumber RC813311, was
heading to Cameroon with stolen crude on board when it was apprehended at an offshore location (Latitude: 5.8197194477543235°, Longitude: 4.789002723991871°), with the captain
and crew members on board.
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Liberia: Armed Forces Operation Against Pirates Attack on a Chinese Fishing Vessel SHENGHAI (Front Page Africa)
July 26, 2023

MONROVIA – The Ministry of National Defense says security within the sub-region of West Africa has been challenged over the years with a rise in terrorism, insurrection, human and
drug trafficking, and maritime crimes. The ministry said these crimes affect Liberia’s social and economic well-being and undermines national security. The Armed Forces of Liberia
through the Liberian Coast Guard conducted a special Maritime Interdiction Operation (MIO) from July 23rd to 24th 2023, following a piracy alert reported by the Sierra Leone Navy.

The operation was carefully coordinated by Headquarters Armed Forces of Liberia executed by the Liberian Coast Guard lasted for about twenty-eight hours on the water and
subsequently continued after the seized vessel was brought to harbor at the Liberian Coast Guard Base on Bushord Island.

The seized vessel had twenty-three crew members onboard when it was taken over by approximately eight pirates. Among the crew members, there are six Chinese and seventeen
Sierra Leoneans.

“Headquarters Armed Forces of Liberia was alerted on 23 July 2023, at about 0800hrs through a signal message from the Sierra Leone Navy Joint Maritime Operation Center about
an incident of piracy in the Sierra Leonean Water,” the ministry said in a release.

“The message indicated that “2 fishing vessels F/V Aliman and F/V Shenghai-2 were attacked by pirates/robbers at a specified position 08o 22’ N, 013o 32’ W off the shore of Sierra
Leone on 22 July 23. The pirates had hijacked and taken away one of the fishing vessels F/V Shenghai-2.”

On receipt of the information, the ministry added, the Liberia Coast Guard Maritime Operation Center immediately commence continuous monitoring and coordination with Sierra
Leone and Cote d’Ivoire Navies to facilitate possible response.

“After hours of monitoring and surveillance, the Liberian Coast Guard Maritime Operation Center spotted the alleged pirates, vessel crossed over to Liberia from Sierra Leone.”

“By 1300hrs on 23 July 23, the LCG launched the special Maritime Interdiction Operation (MIO). The Liberia Coast Guard Maritime Operation Center under the direction of
Headquarters Armed Forces of Liberia detailed two boats for the operation and eleven sailors. After about twelfth hour of an intense search for the seized vessel, the special operation
team of the Liberian Coast Guard spotted the suspected vessel at a distance close to the Liberia- Sierra Leone International maritime borders.

The vessel, the ministry added, was pursued from the border until it got to the general area of Monrovia about nine nautical miles offshore King Gray Community, Roberts Field
Highway. The Liberia Coast Guard physical contact with the vessel for tactical reasons by 0000hrs on 23rd July 2023 while keeping surveillance on the vessel at position 06o 07’ N,
010o 47’ W.

“Subsequently, Liberia Coast Guard Station Buchanan Response Team was activated to patrol to deter and apprehend pirates escaping to the Southeast.”

The Liberian Coast Guard upon order, initiated actions to secure the vessel by 1200hrs by conducting force boarding and securing the lower deck of the vessel which led the pirates to
begin suppressive firing on the Liberian Coast Guard Special Operation team. whose response overwhelmed the pirates that led three pirates to launch a life raft to escape the vessel
leaving one pirate to be captured and two crew members rescued.

“After a few hours of negotiations for the remaining pirates to surrender failed, they held the breach for hours with the remaining crew members under hostage the special operation
team broke into the breach apprehended the second pirate, and rescued the remaining 21 crew members. 3 armed pirates ran into hiding compartments. The vessel was secured,
brought to port, and the clearing continue up to this morning.”
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Sri Lanka needs to balance accountability, reconciliation under TRC – state foreign minister (economynext)
July 26, 2023

Sri Lanka should have the ability to balance between accountability and reconciliation in a Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) which is now under process with the help of South
Africa, Switzerland, and Japan, State Foreign Minister Tharaka Balasuriya said.

Amid international pressure, Sri Lanka is pursuing a TRC to bring out the truth mainly during the final stage of a 26-year was that ended in 2009. Still hundreds of ethnic minority Tamils
have been searching for their relatives who they say as “forced disappeared” by the state military.

Sri Lanka’s military annihilated separatists Tamil tiger rebels in the final war, but the conduct of the last stage of the conflict has raised many concerns including possible war crimes.

The United Nations’ Human Rights Council has strongly recommended an international probe into the island nation’s alleged human rights violations. Successive government since the
end of the war had been reluctantly pursuing TRC concepts amid allegations of dragging a clear reconciliation process.

Balasuriya said the current government is discussing about the TRC and it will not be an “eye wash”.

“We have clearly told that we are against a process if it is only seeking retributory justice to arrest somebody,” he told the reporters in Colombo at a media briefing.

“But we don’t have a problem taking legal action with evidence against those who used the war situation to violate the human rights of others.”

Tamil leaders have said the latest TRC draft has failed to meet minimum expectations in addressing the concerns of ethnic minority Tamils who have lost their loved ones in the final stage
of the war.

Thousands of people, mostly Tamils in Sri Lanka’s north and east, went missing during the civil war, which Tamils refer as “enforced disappearances”, citing that their relatives
surrendered to the state military on the request of the government.

Most of the relatives of the disappeared people have been demanding for accountability and justice since the end of the war, but the government has failed to take any action on the
disappeared people in the last 14 years since the end of the war.

“We should understand that on one hand we need to consider accountability. On the other side, we need to see the reconciliation,” Balasuriya said. “Both are not mutually exclusive.
When you focus more on accountability, it could be harmful for reconciliation. So we should have an ability to balance these two. But we believe that there is a need for a Truth and
Reconciliation Commission.”

“When we discussed this with the military, they told us why they should face false charges of murdering people and TRC could be an opportunity to prove their reputation. From many
sides, a TRC is good. It will also help to close some of the disappeared cases,” he said. (Colombo/July 26/2023)

[back to contents]
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