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ICC frees ex-C.Africa militia leader after case shelved (France 24) By Maria Danilova
October 18, 2023

The Hague (AFP) – The International Criminal Court said Thursday it had released Maxime Mokom, a former militia leader in the Central African
Republic (CAR), shelving its war crimes case against him after the prosecutor dropped all charges.

Prosecutor Karim Khan said his office had concluded there were "no longer any reasonable prospects of conviction at trial even if the charges were confirmed".

Mokom was released from custody on Tuesday, the ICC said later in a statement.

He had faced charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity over alleged atrocities committed against Muslim civilians in the CAR, a former French colony, by his self-proclaimed self-defence militias in
2013 and 2014.

One of the world's poorest countries, the CAR was plunged into bloody sectarian conflict after Seleka rebels, a coalition of armed groups mainly composed of Muslims, ousted president Francois Bozize in early
2013.

Mokom's militias, which called themselves "anti-Balaka" -- meaning "anti-machete" -- formed in reaction to the takeover of the capital, Bangui, by the Seleka.

He had denied involvement in the bloodshed, telling ICC judges in August he was "dedicated to the search for peace".

Mokom said he returned to the CAR in February 2014 during the height of the violence after fleeing to the neighbouring Democratic Republic of Congo.

The charges Mokom had faced included directing attacks against the civilian population, murder, rape and pillage.

Prosecutor Khan said the decision to drop those charges was taken after considering all the evidence and "changed circumstances regarding the availability of witnesses".

It had become clear that "several critical witnesses" were unavailable to testify and that the ongoing investigation was "unlikely to result in new evidence," the prosecutor said in his submission to the court.

Prosecutors said they had been unable to interview potential witnesses, including "insider witnesses" in recent weeks.

"It is also not anticipated that further witnesses with similar evidence will be identified or come forward in the near future," they added.

'Unwelcome news' Khan said his office reserved the right to request a new arrest warrant if more evidence came to light and addressed those affected by the atrocities in the country.

"I am very conscious that this news may be unwelcome to many survivors and their families," he said. "I hope many will understand my legal and ethical responsibilities to be guided by the law and the
evidence."

The ICC issued an arrest warrant for Mokom in 2018 and he was finally handed over by Chadian authorities last year.

Set up in 2002, the ICC is the world's only independent tribunal capable of prosecuting those accused of the world's worst crimes.

Anti-Balaka attacks continued on Muslim civilians even after Seleka forces retreated from Bangui, until at least December 2014.

The CAR remains troubled and peace agreements signed in 2017 and 2019 have not been respected on the ground.

Many armed groups, rebels and assailants continue a guerrilla campaign of sporadic attacks against the Central African army, which is supported by mercenaries from the Russian private security company
Wagner.

International NGOs and experts mandated by the United Nations regularly accuse both sides of crimes and abuses against civilians.

Two other former anti-Balaka leaders, Patrice-Edouard Ngaissona and Alfred Yekatom, are already on trial at the ICC.

Last year, Seleka commander Mahamat Said Abdel Kani denied war crimes and crimes against humanity charges before the court.

[back to contents]
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South Sudan: Long overdue investigation into killing of journalist Christopher Allen is insufficient to deliver justice (RSF Reporters Without Borders) October 5, 2023

The Republic of South Sudan has announced the formation of an investigation committee “with regards to the tragic death of the journalist
Christopher Allen.” After six years of sustained advocacy, Reporters Without Borders (RSF) welcomes an investigation but urges the South Sudanese
authorities to conduct an investigation that is robust, independent, and transparent, in line with international standards, and that ultimately delivers
justice to Allen’s family.

Christopher Allen, a dual American-British citizen and freelance journalist, was repeatedly shot while covering a clash in Kaya, near South Sudan’s border with Uganda, on August 26, 2017, after having been
embedded with rebel forces for three weeks. He was carrying only a camera and was 26 years old at the time of his killing. Available information demonstrates that war crimes were committed in the deliberate
targeting of Allen and the treatment of his body after his death, including trophy-style photos.

RSF urges South Sudan’s government to furnish the committee with every resource needed, including sufficient time to mount a credible investigation. Given Allen’s US citizenship, the US government should
also offer South Sudan its own technical assistance.

While the South Sudanese government accepting responsibility to conduct an investigation is a welcome development, RSF is deeply concerned by the fact that the investigative committee’s mandate is set to
last only 15 days – starting on September 29, although the announcement was not made public until October 2. Such a short timeline would render a meaningful investigation impossible.

RSF is also concerned regarding the committee’s ability to remain impartial. The announcement of the investigation was signed by Martin Elia Lomuro, a minister who is sanctioned by the American
government for allegedly “expanding or extending the conflict in South Sudan or obstructing reconciliation or peace talks or processes.” Other members of the committee are strongly linked to South Sudanese
army leadership.

“This long-overdue announcement of an investigation is among the most significant developments in the more than six years that RSF has been campaigning for justice for Christopher Allen, but the fight for
justice is clearly far from over. We will closely scrutinize this process and continue to demand an investigation that is genuinely thorough and transparent, with an outcome of those responsible for the murder
being brought to full criminal justice. Christopher and his family deserve nothing less.”

Clayton Weimers Executive Director, RSF USA

Allen’s parents, Joyce Krajian and John Allen, also support this demand for transparency and told RSF: “For six years we’ve been on the receiving end of disrespect, smears, and outright lies about our son. We
hope the leaders of South Sudan will take this opportunity to finally do the right thing by delivering justice for Chris, and not use this investigation to wipe their hands clean of his murder.”

RSF has worked with Allen’s family for the past six years on a global campaign for justice for his killing, repeatedly calling on the government of South Sudan to launch an investigation and seek justice. This
campaign has repeatedly raised the case with both of Allen’s governments – the UK and US – including with high level officials at the White House, Department of Justice, and Department of State in both the
Trump and Biden administrations. RSF welcomes recent joint statements made by the embassies of the US and UK in South Sudan calling for a credible investigation into Allen’s death.

South Sudan ranks 118th out of 180 countries in RSF’s 2023 World Press Freedom Index.

Sudan army's Burhan, RSF's Daglo face war atrocities charges (The East African) By Aggrey Mutambo
October 9, 2023

Sudan’s warring factions are facing new pressure to end the war after rights groups lobbied the UN Human Rights Council to establish a taskforce on
atrocities, potentially harming the shuttle diplomacy of junta leader Abdel Fattah al-Burhan who has been seeking legitimacy over his rival Mohamed
Hamdani Daglo ‘Hemedti’.

And the situation now places Khartoum where Ethiopia was two years ago after activists lobbied for the creation of a panel of experts to investigate war crimes in Tigray.

Last week, 17 rights groups across Africa wrote to the UN Human Rights Council, asking that such a team be established to place warlords at the crime scene and save the country from collapsing.

“We urge the (UN Human Rights) Council members to support the establishment of this mission to increase Sudanese people’s access to justice and accountability and enhance the chances of creating a
transitional justice process that will support the efforts of peace-making in Sudan,” they wrote in an open letter on Wednesday.

These include Sudanese Doctors for Human Rights, Governance Programming Overseas, Sudanese Women Rights Action, International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute, African Center for Democracy
and Human Rights Studies, International Federation for Human Rights, Southern African Human Rights Defenders Network (Southern Defenders), Centre for Democracy and Human Rights – CDD
Mozambique and Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies.

They argued that the war in Sudan is “one of the worst humanitarian crises” at the moment and warring factions have closed access routes to humanitarian service for the vulnerable including women and
children.

“The absence of the state institutions and the rule of law led to worsening human rights violations in the country. Local justice systems and law enforcement institutions collapsed and have not functioned in
most of Sudan since the war erupted.

“There is an essential need for the establishment of an independent and international fact-finding mission to investigate human rights violations and collect evidence on abuses, GBV crimes and alleged war
crimes.”

More than 5 million people have been displaced, at least 5,000 killed and hundreds of others sexually assaulted, data from UN agencies shows.

This week, the UN Human Rights Council is expected to decide whether a special commission of inquiry is formed to establish atrocities in Sudan, potentially attracting unwanted attention for Burhan who has
marketed himself as battling a rebellion from the Rapid Support Forces of Hemedti.

The draft resolution for establishing the Panel of three experts has been circulated by the United Kingdom which argues that both sides have committed atrocities.

Burhan promptly rejected the proposal.

Sudan has been witnessing deadly clashes between the Sudan Armed Forces (Saf) and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) in Khartoum and other areas since April 15.

Rights groups say mounting violations and atrocities have also been seen in Darfur, Kordofan and Blue Nile states and include “mass killings, sexual violence, ethnically motivated violence in Darfur, forced
disappearance and indiscriminate bombardment on civilian areas.”

On Thursday, study by the Islamic Relief charity group warned of rising hunger, poverty and violence against women and children after the war in Sudan.

“Sudan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs reaffirms its categorical rejection of the draft resolution because it is wrong in describing what is happening in Sudan, and because it is prejudiced against the Saf, and does
not take into account the real priorities of Sudan at this phase,” Khartoum said in a statement.

Saf under Burhan argue that they are protecting civilians from RSF. But that may not stop members of the Council in their ongoing discussions in Geneva, Switzerland, regarding a draft resolution that has also
been backed by the US, Norway, and Germany. Several nations, including Saudi Arabia, have opted not to endorse the draft resolution. And Sudan will bank on African members such as Gabon, Malawi, Cote
d’Ivoire, Eritrea and Cameroon not to endorse the resolution.

If the Panel is set up, Sudan will be subjected to an international mechanism which Khartoum fear will elevate the war to a contest of equals. Burhan has portrayed RSF as a rebel group and says he stripped the
group, once considered a paramilitary security unit, of legal status.

“They have killed, looted, raped, robbed and seized citizens’ homes and properties, and destroyed infrastructure and Government buildings,” Burhan told the UN General Assembly on September 21 in New
York, referring to the RSF.

“They attempted to obliterate the history of Sudanese people by destroying museums, court and civil registries. They had released terrorists and people wanted by international courts from prison.”

In his shuttle diplomacy that saw him travel to Egypt, Qatar, Turkey, Eritrea and Uganda, and later in New York, he promised a “a short period of transition during which the current security, humanitarian, and
economic conditions and reconstruction are addressed.”

But a Panel could derail his vision of crushing the enemy unhindered. And like Ethiopia during the war with the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), a Panel could force Khartoum into unnecessary
lobbying beyond the search for legitimacy. Ethiopia sort of managed to weaken the blow of the Panel, including an earlier resignation of members. Addis Ababa later signed a peace deal with TPLF last year and
has argued the Panel’s work is no longer necessary.

“Families can’t access food or medicine, women and girls live in constant fear of attack, and communities are being trapped in poverty and debt,” said Elsadig Elnour, Islamic Relief’s Country Director in Sudan.

“Years of progress on reducing maternal mortality and child malnutrition in Darfur are now at risk of being reversed due to the conflict and lack of humanitarian access.”

Islamic Relief’s says the findings were compiled from interviews of 384 households in 20 villages in Jabal Marra in Darfur now hosting people fleeing fighting. Some 1.6 million people in Darfur have been
displaced within the region since the conflict began.

Last week, the US imposed sanctions on former Sudanese Foreign Minister Ali Karti, Secretary General of the Sudanese Islamic Movement, for fomenting war. Karti served in the government of Omar al-Bashir
ousted in 2019. But Washington says he has “led efforts to undermine the former civilian-led transitional government and derail the Framework Political Agreement process.

“He and other former regime officials are now obstructing efforts to reach a ceasefire between the Sudanese Armed Forces and the Rapid Support Forces, mobilising forces to enable continued fighting, and
opposing Sudanese civilian efforts to resume Sudan’s stalled democratic transition.”

Defence Opens Abd-Al-Rahman Case: Evidence Presentation Details (Mirage News) October 10, 2023

On 18 October 2023 at 9:30 (Hague time), the Defence for Mr Ali Muhammad Ali Abd-Al-Rahman will make their opening statement before Trial
Chamber I of the International Criminal Court (ICC). Dr Cyril Laucci, Lead Counsel, and Mr Iain Edwards, Associate Counsel, will make their statement
in open session and will have up to 9 hours to do so. The Defence will then start calling its witnesses and presenting its case.

Background: Mr Abd-Al-Rahman is accused of 31 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity allegedly committed in Darfur, Sudan, between August 2003 and at least April 2004. The trial in the case
The Prosecutor v. Ali Muhammad Ali Abd-Al-Rahman ("Ali Kushayb") opened before Trial Chamber I on 5 April 2022. 56 witnesses appeared in the courtroom during the presentation of the Prosecution's case
and the Prosecution has finished presenting its evidence. On 5 June 2023, the common Legal Representatives of Victims made an opening statement. On 5-7 June and 16-17 October 2023, they were authorised
to call one witness and participating victims to provide their views before the Chamber. Trial Chamber I is composed of Judge Joanna Korner, Presiding Judge, Judge Reine Alapini-Gansou and Judge Althea
Violet Alexis-Windsor.

Attending the hearing:

Members of the diplomatic corps, NGOs and other members of the public can request attendance via email to: [email protected] before 13 October 2023. Attendees must present a valid passport or valid ID with
a photo at the main entrance of the Court (at: Oude Waalsdorperweg 10, 2597 AK The Hague).

Journalists wishing to cover the hearing can request accreditation via email to: [email protected] before 13 October 2023. All journalists must present a valid press card, and a valid passport or valid ID with a
photo, at the main entrance of the Court (at: Oude Waalsdorperweg 10, 2597 AK The Hague).

Individuals who have not received a confirmation in advance of the hearing will not be granted access to the building. Those attending are advised to arrive 20 minutes in advance before the hearing starts.

Audio-visual materials:

Images of the hearing will be available for download in video (MPEG-4) and audio (MPEG-3) format, and for viewing on the official ICC YouTube Channel.

For further information on this case, check here

Related documents:

Case information sheet: English, French

Corrected version of 'Decision on the confirmation of charges against Ali Muhammad Ali Abd-Al-Rahman ('Ali Kushayb')', 9 July 2021, ICC-02/05-01/20-433

Directions on the conduct of proceedings

Second Directions on the Conduct of Proceedings

/Public Release. This material from the originating organization/author(s) might be of the point-in-time nature, and edited for clarity, style and length. Mirage.News does not take institutional positions or
sides, and all views, positions, and conclusions expressed herein are solely those of the author(s).View in full here.

Sudan conflict: Ethnic cleansing committed in Darfur, UK says (BBC) By James Landale
October 17, 2023

The BBC has seen new evidence of the brutal ethnic violence that has swept western Sudan since fighting broke out between two rival military
factions in April. Analysis of satellite and social media data reveals at least 68 villages in Darfur have been set on fire by armed militias since the civil
war began.

The UK Minister for Africa, Andrew Mitchell, told the BBC this bore "all the hallmarks of ethnic cleansing". It is the first time the British government has used the term to describe what is happening in Sudan.

Gen Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, who leads one side in the conflict - the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) - told the BBC he would co-operate with the International Criminal Court (ICC) to bring those guilty to justice.

Much of the ethnic violence is blamed on militias which are part of - or affiliated to - the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), the paramilitary group fighting the SAF for control of the country.

The RSF has repeatedly denied any involvement in the violence in the region and has called for an independent international investigation.

The analysis has been carried out by the Centre for Information Resilience (CIR), a research body partly funded by the British government, which is gathering open-source evidence about the fighting in Sudan.

They use Nasa heat-recognition technology to identify fires. They look at satellite images to detect smoke and burned-out buildings. They match all that with images from the ground on social media, which are
geolocated using maps and photos.

The latest verified fires were in a village called Amarjadeed, in southern Darfur, where Nasa and satellite imagery showed burn scars between 18 September and 9 October.

This is how the CIR established how one convoy of militia set fire to at least nine villages on one day, 16 August.

On August 16, satellite images show heat signatures coming from several villages in the region.

First it used Nasa heat-recognition technology to identify the possible location of fires.

Then it used satellite imagery to establish whether any of these fires were associated with any known population settlements.

The CIR scoured social media emanating from western Sudan that showed militias torching villages, as well as looting grain, TVs and vehicles.

They listened to what the fighters were saying - and examined what they were wearing - to try to identify who they were. The white ribbons some of the militia were wearing indicate they belong to the Bani
Halba Arab group, which is loosely affiliated to the RSF.

In videos posted on social media, the militia are seen wearing white ribbons as an identification.

The social media pictures were geolocated, matching what was shown with identifiable mountains and buildings.

All this established that fighters began the day setting fire to the village of Buro, before moving north to do the same at Awstani, and then east to other villages.

Satellite pictures taken after the attack on 16 August show the blackened remains of the village of Buro

"The scale of what we've been able to document is bigger than what we've ever seen before," says Ben Strick, CIR's director of investigations.

"We've documented 89 fires, which damaged 68 villages since 15 April, which is a huge amount. In some of these, it is small buildings that have been targeted. But in some of them, whole villages that have been
wiped out. That scale is enormous when we think upon the impact on civilians.

"What we're seeing is a pattern of abuses, a pattern of villages being burnt, one after the other, specifically in Darfur, which is where we're seeing some of the heaviest violence outside of Khartoum."

Sometimes this is part of infighting between rival Arab groups, other times it is Arab fighters targeting non-Arabs, like the Massalit, the largest local ethnic group centred on the capital of West Darfur, El
Geneina.

Amin Yakubu and his family were forced to leave his home in Darfur when Arab militias attacked.

"We were together one morning in my home, we'd just left the mosque, when a rocket-propelled grenade exploded. My friend's neck was broken, and he lost his life."

Amin Yakubu says he believes no-one is left in his town

He stepped over bodies to escape, and still does not know where all his family are. He spoke to the BBC from a refugee camp in eastern Chad, which he managed to reach last month.

"The conflict has become an ethnic one. But everyone is equally affected. No-one sleeps at night," he said.

"Everyone has to lie flat on the floor all night long, because of the gun battles. Right now, everyone has left our little town. No-one is left there as far as I know."

Twenty years ago, hundreds of thousands of people were killed in Darfur amid fighting between non-Arab rebel groups and a militia known as the Janjaweed, which later grew into the RSF. Some Janjaweed
leaders and even the president at the time, Omar al-Bashir, have been indicted by the ICC on charges of genocide and crimes against humanity, which they have denied.

It is feared that similar atrocities are being committed in the region once more, along the same ethnic fault-lines.

"What is happening in Darfur is that innocent people are being attacked by militias, particularly by the RSF. They are being hounded from their homes and murdered, women are being raped and attacked,
houses are being burnt, crops and cattle destroyed," Mr Mitchell said.

"This has all the hallmarks of ethnic cleansing. And it's going on just as it was back from 2003 onwards. It's going on in the same way today, if anything with even more ferocity."

The United Nations is equally concerned.

Clementine Nkweta-Salami, the UN's humanitarian co-ordinator in Sudan, has said: "As the fighting spreads, we are receiving reports of increasing cases of sexual and gender-based violence, enforced
disappearances, arbitrary detention and grave violations of human and children's rights."

The UN estimates that 1.2 million people have fled to neighbouring countries since April

The aim of the London researchers at the CIR is to gather evidence that could one day bring those responsible to justice. Their website - containing what they have discovered - will be public and constantly
updated.

In a recent interview in New York, Gen Burhan told the BBC he would support anyone or any group which helped bring what he described as "these criminals" to justice.

"We feel responsibility towards the Sudanese wherever they are, be it in Darfur, in Khartoum or any place where they were exposed to the aforementioned crimes," he told me.

"We have the desire to co-operate with all, even the International Criminal Court. We can co-operate to present these perpetrators of crime."

At least 7,000 people have been killed since the fighting began.

The UN says more than five million have been forced from their homes, with many leaving for safety outside Sudan. It also says about half the population - some 24 million people - are in need of humanitarian
support.

There are fears the fighting could spill over into neighbouring countries and fuel regional tensions. There are also concerns it could become a proxy conflict, amid reports the United Arab Emirates has been
giving weapons to the RSF, something Emirati officials have denied.
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Lake Chad Region — Chad, Nigeria, Niger, and Cameroon

More than two months after the military seized power in Niger, the U.S. may officially declare the overthrow a coup (NBC News) By Courtney Kube 
October 6, 2023

More than two months after elements of the military seized power in Niger, the Biden administration is close to officially designating the overthrow of
the country’s elected government a coup, which could weaken the U.S. counterterror effort in Africa, according to three administration officials
familiar with the planning.

While the administration is still working through the details of how this would change the U.S. relationship with Niger and affect the presence of U.S. diplomats and troops there, the announcement could come
in the next week, the officials said.

An official assessment that the government was overthrown in a military coup would trigger Section 7008 of the Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related Appropriations Act, a U.S. law that
restricts the assistance that the U.S. can provide to a country.

The U.S. military had more than 1,100 troops at three different bases in Niger before the democratically elected president, Mohamed Bazoum, was taken hostage in his residence on July 26 by military officials,
led by the head of the Presidential Guard, Gen. Abdourahamane Tchiani.

Prior to Bazoum’s ouster, U.S. troops trained Nigerien military special forces, supported them in planning for counterterror missions, and provided intelligence and remote support during Nigerien military
operations.

In the days following the takeover, the Pentagon suspended security cooperation between the U.S. military and Nigerien military, halted foreign military sales and paused some foreign assistance programs.

On Aug. 5, the U.S. halted nearly $200 million in foreign assistance programs to Niger. Officially designating the change in government a coup could suspend hundreds of millions more in assistance, according
to a senior U.S. administration official, though some humanitarian and health assistance would be likely to continue.

A State Department spokesperson did not confirm any impending change. “We don’t have anything to announce. We are continuing to advocate for a diplomatic solution that preserves constitutional order and
democracy in Niger.”

A spokesperson for the National Security Council said the administration is continuing its "diplomatic engagements to preserve civilian rule in Niger. We have also continued assessing our next steps, including
making a formal 7008 determination. If we make a determination, we will announce, but at the moment, I have nothing to preview. I’d note that a formal 7008 determination has been something we have
considered since the beginning, nothing new and nothing to announce today.”

Bazoum and members of his family are still being held hostage in Niger, the administration officials said.

ISIS on the attack

The coup has threatened to derail the U.S. effort to fight Islamist militants in Africa’s volatile Sahel region, where Niger has played a pivotal and reliable role as a partner and hub for counterterrorism efforts in
the region. In recent years, Niger has also become a melting pot for various terror networks who have exploited coups and instability in neighboring countries and then crossed into Niger to prey on civilians and
military along the borders.

Since the July 26 coup, U.S. officials warn there has already been an uptick in attacks by the Islamic State terrorist group along the borders with Burkina Faso and Mali, countries to Niger’s west that have both
undergone coups in recent years, as well. The officials say the Nigerien military has been somewhat distracted since the coup and less focused on counterterrorism operations against ISIS, and that ISIS is
exploiting that. While the U.S. military does not have concrete numbers, it estimates that dozens of members of the Nigerien military have been killed and wounded in ISIS attacks recently.

Since the president’s overthrow, a group known as the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) has threatened to send troops to Niger to restore him to power. Even though U.S. officials say the
ECOWAS nations have neither the troops available nor the will to fight in Niger, the threats have forced the Nigerien military to turn its attention to planning for an outside intervention rather than
counterterror operations.

“ISIS is taking advantage of the situation,” a U.S. defense official said.

While ISIS has not been taking land in these attacks, it is trying to expand its reach into Niger and gain influence or power over local populations. The U.S. military believes there are currently fewer than 1,000
ISIS fighters inside Niger, but officials warn the numbers are very uncertain because of the vast parts of the country where the U.S. has no troops or intelligence gathering.

The U.S. military is flying drones in Niger, primarily focused on areas where the US has troops or civilians, the officials said. Despite the coup, the U.S. still coordinates U.S. military movements with the
Nigerien military for safety and security of U.S. troops.

The Biden administration is still working through specifics about how the U.S. mission and footprint will change with a coup designation. The U.S. officials did not rule out possible U.S. unilateral counterterror
missions into Niger in the future to target ISIS and other terror networks. After a coup determination, some U.S. troops and assets, like armed drones, could be moved elsewhere in the region to continue
counterterror operations, the officials said, but declined to say where.

Niger junta orders top UN official to leave the country (Reuters) October 11, 2023

Niger's junta has demanded that the top United Nations official there leave the country within 72 hours over accusations that Niger was excluded
from the annual U.N. gathering of world leaders in New York last month.

Niger military officers ousted President Mohamed Bazoum in July, suspending the constitution, dissolving all former institutions and declaring General Abdourahamane Tiani as the West African country's new
head of state.

In a statement dated Oct. 10, Niger's foreign ministry accused the U.N. of using "underhanded manoeuvres" instigated by France to prevent its full participation in the high-level U.N. General Assembly meeting
last month and in subsequent meetings of U.N. agencies that were held in Vienna and in Riyadh.

As a consequence, the government has ordered U.N. resident coordinator Louise Aubin to leave, said the statement.

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres deeply regrets the move, said his spokesman Stephane Dujarric, reiterating "the unwavering commitment of the United Nations to stay and deliver for the people of
Niger."

"The decision ... hampers the ability of the Organization to effectively carry out its mandates and disrupts the essential work we do for the people of Niger, where 4.3 million are in need of humanitarian
assistance, mostly women and children," Dujarric said.

No one from Niger addressed the gathering of world leaders in New York last month after competing claims were made by the junta and Bazoum's government for the country's U.N. seat.

U.N. accreditation issues are dealt with by a nine-member committee, whose members include the United States, China and Russia. The committee is not due to meet until October or November, when it will
make a decision.

The French mission to the United Nations in New York did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the accusation by the junta.

The junta is following a pattern seen in neighbouring Mali and Burkina Faso, which also grew hostile to the U.N. and former colonial ruler France after their militaries seized power. Niger has already kicked out
French troops and the French ambassador.

Burkina Faso expelled its U.N. resident coordinator last year and Mali ended a U.N. peacekeeping mission that had been there for a decade.

All three countries are struggling with an Islamist insurgency that has spiralled in recent years, prompting power grabs by army officers who promised to improve security.

The coups have been accompanied by accusations that France exerts too much influence in its former colonies, and a shift toward Russia as a strategic partner instead. France has denied exercising undue
influence.
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New clashes erupt between the Malian military and separatist rebels as a security crisis deepens (ABC News) By Baba Ahmed 
October 6, 2023

New fighting erupted between the Malian military and armed rebel groups in an area south of Kidal late Friday, with both sides claiming to control the
town of Anefis as night fell.

The armed movements, who have long been fighting for an independent state called Azawad, said in a statement that they had shot down an unspecified aircraft along with six other drones it said belonged to
the Russian private military contractor Wagner.

The Malian military, however, said that it had broken through the rebels' defenses and had carried out “a very high death toll on the terrorist side” near Anefis, about 100 kilometers (62 miles) south of the town
of Kidal.

The violence is the latest in a string of increasing attacks by the rebels, known as the Permanent Strategic Framework for Peace, Security and Development (CSP-PSD).

Analysts say it signals a breakdown of a 2015 peace agreement signed between the government and ethnic Tuareg rebels who once drove security forces out of northern Mali as they sought to create the state of
Azawad there.

The 2015 peace deal called for the ex-rebels to be integrated into the national military among other things. But there are now concerns that ex-rebels who had joined the army under the 2015 deal “have joined
the ranks of the terrorists,” according to a letter signed by Malian Chief of Staff Gal. Oumar Diarra that was leaked on social media networks.

Mali's democratically elected president was overthrown in a 2020 coup. Since taking power, Col. Assifmi Goita has distanced the West African country from its international partners who had long aided in the
fight against Islamic extremists. Former colonizer France, which led a 2013 military intervention to oust jihadis from power, has since moved its forces outside Mali.

Earlier this year, the junta ousted the U.N. peacekeeping mission, which has been operating in the country for a decade. Since the peacekeepers completed the first phase of their withdrawal in August, attacks in
northern Mali have more than doubled.

U.N. peacekeepers in Mali withdraw from two bases in the north as fighting intensifies (PBS) By Baba Ahmed 
October 17, 2023

United Nations peacekeepers started departing from two bases in northern Mali Monday as part of a forced withdrawal from the country amid
increasing insecurity and a rise in attacks by Islamic extremists.

The U.N. mission said it wanted to complete its departure quickly from two camps in the Kidal region, Tessalit and Aguelhok. Attacks in northern Mali have more than doubled since the peacekeepers
completed the first phase of their withdrawal in August.

“In view of the rapidly deteriorating security conditions for the lives of hundreds of peacekeepers … the mission is doing its utmost to complete this process as soon as possible, including if necessary,
accelerating its withdrawal from the Kidal camp, originally scheduled for mid-November,” a UN statement said.

Earlier this year, Mali’s military junta ordered the U.N. mission to leave the country, which has struggled to contain an Islamic extremist insurgency since 2012. The operation in Mali became one of the most
dangerous in the world, with more than 150 peacekeepers killed since it began operations in 2013.

Violence is spiking between ethnic Tuareg rebels, known as the Permanent Strategic Framework for Peace, Security and Development (CSP-PSD) and Mali’s military. Analysts say the uptick signals the
breakdown of a 2015 peace agreement signed between the government and the rebels who once drove security forces out of northern Mali as they sought to create the state of Azawad.

Earlier this month the rebels said they captured another military base from the army in the north.

On Monday, Mali’s military said on X, formerly Twitter, that its aircraft came under heavy fire as it approached Tessalit’s airport. The army neutralized the enemy and the aircraft was able to land and take off
without problems, it said.

Compounding the rebel violence are increasing attacks by Islamic extremists linked to al-Qaida and the Islamic State group, which have wracked the country for a decade and led to two coups.

Extremist rebels were forced from power in the West African nation’s northern cities in 2013 with the help of a French-led military operation. But the insurgents regrouped in the desert and began launching
attacks on the Malian army and its allies.

The U.N. peacekeepers came in a few months later in what has become one of the most dangerous U.N. missions in the world.
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Kenya: DCI Investigating Mackenzie's Letter Directing Followers to Fast to Death While in Prison (All Africa) October 12, 2023

The Directorate of Criminal Investigation (DCI) is investigating a letter from cult leader Paul Mackenzie instructing his followers to fast unto death
while in custody.

The letter, which is dated July 22, 2023, was intercepted recently by authorities at Shimo La Tewa Maximum Prison during a routine prison safety check.

The letter provided religious instructions advocating fasting to the point of death.

Chief Inspector Raphael Wanjohi, the lead investigator of the Shakahola massacre, said in an affidavit that the letter revealed extreme religious beliefs consistent with witness accounts and Mackenzie's
recruitment efforts.

"The letter paints a picture that the author and the other co-accused persons are still deeply indoctrinated and ready to accomplish their mission of dying by fasting," said Wanjohi.

The letter is believed to have been written by Kelvin Sudi Asena alias Alfred Asena, a close associate of Mackenzie. It was authorized by Mackenzie himself, according to police.

Asena frequently sits next to Mackenzie in court and is always seen consulting with him.

Wanjohi said the letter has been submitted to the Directorate of Criminal Investigations (DCI) for forensic examination to confirm Asena as the author.

This was revealed on Thursday during the hearing of an application by the State to continue holding Mackenzie and the 27 other co-accused persons for yet another six months.

Mackenzie's lawyer, Wycliff Makasembo, requested an additional week to respond to the DPP's request to extend his client's detention for a further 180 days.

Mackenzie and his co-accused face multiple charges, including terrorism, murder, aiding suicide, abduction, radicalization, genocide, crimes against humanity, child cruelty, fraud, and money laundering.

They have not been officially charged as of yet.

The case is scheduled for mention on October 19.

Muslim Leaders Urge Kenya To Cut Ties With Israel, Recall Ambassador (Citizen Digital) By Tonny Ndungu
October 15, 2023

Kenyan Muslim leaders now want the country to cut ties with Israel and recall its envoy, citing crimes against humanity in the ongoing conflict with
Hamas. Abdullahi Abdi, chairman of the National Muslim Leaders Forum (NAMLEF), urged Kenyans to stand in solidarity with Palestinians, who he
claims have borne the brunt of Israel's aggression for the past 16 years.

"The Kenyan government should break relations with Israel recall back our Ambassador," Abdi said during a press briefing at Jamia Mosque. "We call upon the National assembly to petition israel govt for the
attacks."

Muslim leaders described the Israeli raid on Gaza in retaliation for a Hamas attack as "genocide against Palestinians" in a statement to the media on Sunday.

"The tragic events unfolding with the dire humanitarian crisis owing to the siege, blockade and indiscriminate bombardment from the air, sea and land of the Gaza Strip, by Israel, has had no parallel in
history," the leaders said.

According to the leaders, despite the fact that over 2.3 million people, including women, children, and the elderly, have been living in the Gaza Strip for the past 16 years, with no access to any external borders,
Israel has now launched an all-out raid on the Gaza Strip.

"Hospitals, Doctors, Nurses and other medical personnel as well as marked ambulances, schools, UN shelters, and refugee camps have been deliberately targeted and completely destroyed," the statement
reads.

"Vital resources like water, food, fuel for generators have run out. In addition, journalists, humanitarian workers, including staff of the United Nations and ICRC have been deliberately targeted."

The leaders also accused the US government of facilitating a "modern-day Holocaust by a terrorist state" by providing fuel, firepower, funds, and diplomatic support.

"We unequivocally condemn this savagery and barbaric behaviour by Israel and her collaborators, which is in stark violation of international law and complicate the search for a just and lasting solution," reads
the statement.

The leaders now demand that Al Agsa Mosque, the third-holiest mosque, have its sanctity upheld at all costs in order to quell the smoldering situation.

They also demand that Israel stop all attacks and open a humanitarian corridor through the Gaza Strip.

Furthermore, the leaders want the forced expulsion of Palestinian families from their homes and the threat of closing hospitals and UN shelters to stop, as well as the restoration of vital supplies such as water,
food, medicine, fuel, and other necessities.

"We call for a legitimate, genuine and durable solution to the Palestinian problem," the statement adds.

"Nothing short of full compliance with numerous past UN resolutions leading to a two state solution within the parameters of the 1967 borders, culminating in the Palestinian state with its capital as East
Jerusalem, and the right of return, of all the Palestinian refugees to their free and independent homeland,"
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Exclusive: Rwanda, DRC Army Generals Clash in Ethiopia (Chimp Reports) By Geoffrey Omara
October 7, 2023

The military chiefs of Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) clashed at a high level meeting in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on Friday.

The meeting of regional defence chiefs was called to discuss the deteriorating security situation in eastern Congo where government forces are battling M23 rebels who are reportedly backed by Rwanda.

When Major General Ychaligonza Jacques, Congo’s Deputy Chief of Defence – Operations and Intelligence took to the podium, he did not mince his words.

Ychaligonza expressed concerns regarding the security situation in Eastern DRC, which he reiterated was “an aggression by Rwanda through its support to the M23.”

Ychaligonza, who has been coordinating military operations against the rebels for the last two years, said the M23 rebels remained a “major threat to the security of the DRC.”

He also stressed that “M23’s continued threats and victimisation of the population have led to the displacement of 2.4 million people in North Kivu and 1.6 million people around Goma.”

Intense fighting between territorial defence forces known as Wazalendo and M23 rebels is underway mainly in the strategic town of Kitchanga and Masisi in North Kivu.

Both M23 rebels and Wazelendo claim to be controlling Kitchanga which we could not readily verify.

Rwanda reacts In response to the DRC military chief, Rwanda’s new Chief of Defence Staff, Lt Gen MK Mubarakh, said the security situation in the Great Lakes Region, especially insecurity in Eastern DRC and
its spillover effects, remains worrying to Rwanda.

Mubarakh further expressed concern over the “continued re-arming and employment of Rwanda Genocidal Forces such as the FDLR and its splinter groups by the government of DRC, who are fighting
alongside FARDC, in its effort to stabilise the situation in North Kivu.”

The former commander of Rwanda’s Special Forces reiterated that this “constitutes a threat to the security of Rwanda.”

Rwanda accuses DRC of helping the FDLR militia, whose ideology and past leadership are blamed for the 1994 genocide.

On the other hand, Kinshasa says Kigali continues to arm M23 rebels and reinforce the armed movement’s ranks with soldiers to destabilise eastern Congo.

Both countries deny the counter accusations.

Observers say relations between DRC and Rwanda continue to escalate, raising the prospect of an armed conflict.

DRC President Felix Tshisekedi recently ordered the armed forces to deploy 40,000 newly-trained Congolese soldiers near the border with Rwanda to battle the M23 rebels.

Mubarakh, however, reiterated Rwanda’s commitment to the existing peace initiatives, notably the Nairobi and Luanda process for the restoration of durable peace in the region, and emphasised the
importance of disarming and unconditionally repatriating the members of all foreign armed groups to their countries of origin.”

The Meeting of Chiefs of Defense was attended by the following representatives: EAC was represented by Gen Maj Sinomana Ignace, Deputy Land Force Commander of Burundi; ECCAS was represented by
General Major Nduwumunsi Audace, Regional Chief of Staff of ECCAS; ICGLR was represented by Aviation General Altino Carlos José Dos Santos, Chief of the General Staff of the Angolan Armed Forces and
Chairperson of the Committee of Chiefs of General Staff of the ICGLR; and SADC was represented by Lt General Dennis Sitali Alibuzwi, Zambia Defence Forces. The DRC was represented by Ychaligonza
Jacques, Deputy chief of Defense in charge of operations and intelligence; and Rwanda was represented by Lt Gen MK MUBARAKH fndu psc(Z) Chief of Defence Staff, Rwanda Defence Force.

The UN was represented by Lt Gen Otavio Rodrigues De Miranda Filho, the Force Commander of the UN Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO).

The meeting expresses deep concern over the prevailing insecurity and deterioration of the humanitarian situation in the country due to violence and human rights abuses committed by the M23 and other
armed groups, including the FDLR and ADF.

In this regard, the defence chiefs demanded the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of all armed groups and negative forces; and called for the establishment of humanitarian corridors to facilitate
humanitarian assistance to the affected populations.

Rwanda: Global Playbook of Abuse to Silence Critics (Human Rights Watch) October 10, 2023

Rwandan authorities and their proxies are using violence, judicial mechanisms, and intimidation to try to silence criticism from Rwandans living
around the world, Human Rights Watch said in a report published today. The moves aim to preserve Rwanda’s coveted image, quash dissent that
could emerge from abroad, and reinforce a chilling message of the price to be paid to critics within the country.

In the 115-page report, “‘Join Us or Die’: Rwanda’s Extraterritorial Repression,” Human Rights Watch documents a wide array of tactics that, when used together, form a global ecosystem of repression, aimed
not only to muzzle dissenting voices but also to scare off potential critics. The combination of physical violence, including killings and enforced disappearances, surveillance, misuse of law enforcement – both
domestic and international – abuses against relatives in Rwanda, and the reputational damage done through online harassment constitute clear efforts to isolate potential critics.

“Rwandans abroad, even those living thousands of miles away from Rwanda, censor themselves, refrain from political activism, and live in fear of traveling, being attacked, or seeing their relatives in Rwanda
targeted,” said Tirana Hassan, executive director at Human Rights Watch. “Rwanda’s partners should open their eyes and see Kigali’s wide-reaching effort for what it is: the consequence of three decades of
impunity for the ruling Rwandan Patriotic Front.”

Human Rights Watch interviewed over 150 people across the globe about the tactics the Rwandan authorities and their proxies use to target Rwandans abroad. Human Rights Watch documented abuse against
Rwandans living in Australia, Belgium, Canada, France, Kenya, Mozambique, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, the United Kingdom, and the United States, and their relatives in Rwanda.

Their accounts illustrate the relentless nature of the attacks on those who oppose the government or simply refuse to support it or join its umbrella of diaspora associations across the globe. Multiple tactics are
often used simultaneously and, if one fails, others will be used until the person they are targeting is worn down. By refusing to return to Rwanda and through their ability to criticize the Rwandan authorities
from exile, refugees and asylum seekers also inherently challenge the image the authorities seek to project, one of a country that people do not need to flee.

Human Rights Watch documented over a dozen killings, kidnappings or attempted kidnappings, enforced disappearances, and physical attacks targeting Rwandans living abroad. The Rwandan government
sought to use global police cooperation, including Interpol Red Notices, judicial mechanisms, and extradition requests to seek deportations of critics or dissidents back to Rwanda.

People interviewed reported that, in many cases, their relatives in Rwanda had been targets of arbitrary detention, torture, harassment, and restrictions on movements to pressure, punish, or silence their family
members living abroad.

Rwanda’s President Paul Kagame and the ruling Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) have often been credited with rebuilding a country left almost entirely destroyed after the 1994 genocide. Alison Des Forges,
senior adviser to the Human Rights Watch Africa division for almost two decades, published the authoritative account of the Rwandan genocide, “Leave None to Tell the Story,” and documented the
international community’s indifference and failure to act.

Since it took power, the RPF has carried out an ambitious development agenda and worked to change Rwanda’s image internationally. The government has worked to attract investments and tourism, and to
host high level events such as the first Basketball Africa League tournament in May 2021 and the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in June 2022.

These gains have not been matched with progress on civil and political rights. The government has made creating a “hostile international opinion” of the Rwandan government a criminal offense and uses it to
prosecute and intimidate critics and journalists inside Rwanda.

As Rwanda has grown more prominent on the international stage, leading multilateral institutions and becoming one of the African continent’s largest contributors of peacekeeping troops, the United Nations
as well as its regional and international partners have consistently failed to recognize the scope and severity of the country’s human rights violations.

In Mozambique, for example, where Rwandan troops’ deployment in 2021 has been credited with restoring peace and security in the northern Cabo Delgado province, Human Rights Watch documented two
killings, an enforced disappearance, and two kidnapping attempts targeting Rwandans since May 2021. Several Rwandan refugees there said they were threatened by Rwandan embassy officials.

One Rwandan refugee interviewed in the Mozambican capital, Maputo, said: “I am afraid all the time. I am afraid when I see a car pull up behind me. I’m afraid when someone [comes to my workplace]. I am
ready to be killed at any time now. I’ve refused to go back to Rwanda, so they will kill me. There is nowhere to go. It’s not safe here, but it’s not safe anywhere.”

Interviewees spoke about how, prior to the attacks documented in the report, victims were threatened by individuals who were part of, or closely associated with, the Rwandan government. The involvement of
such individuals, particularly when taken together with the persecution of government critics inside Rwanda, raises serious and plausible grounds to believe that there is official state tolerance, acquiescence, or
collusion of and in these attacks.

Human Rights Watch also found that Rwandan embassy officials, members of the Rwandan Community Abroad, a global network of diaspora associations tied to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation, or others tied to them have monitored and pressured Rwandans abroad to join them, return to Rwanda, or stop criticizing the government.

Several people living in exile, including genocide survivors, said they have been attacked online for criticizing the governing party. Some interviewees said that, in some cases, their family members have been
forced to denounce them on progovernment YouTube channels.

Targeting relatives is a particularly vicious form of control that illustrates how the system of repression abroad goes far beyond high-profile cases of assassinations, assassination attempts, and disappearances,
Human Rights Watch said.

In targeting actual or perceived dissidents abroad and their relatives, Rwandan authorities have violated an array of rights including to life, physical security and liberty, freedom from torture, freedom of
movement, privacy, freedom of expression and association, and the right to a fair trial.

“The accounts of Rwandans abroad expose the extraordinary lengths to which Rwanda’s government is willing to go, and the means at its disposal, to attack its opponents,” Hassan said. “Governments across
the world and regional and international institutions should hold Rwanda accountable for its human rights violations at home and abroad.”

Rwanda genocide: trial resumes in Brussels with only one of the two accused (Africa News) October 12, 2023
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Rwanda genocide: trial resumes in Brussels with only one of the two accused (Africa News) October 12, 2023

The trial of two alleged Rwandan genocide perpetrators resumed in Brussels on Wednesday in the absence of one of them, a 76-year-old man who is
unwell and must remain in hospital "for at least another fortnight", said the president of the assize court.

She added that the hearing could continue because his lawyer had agreed to represent him.

This is the sixth assize trial in Belgium relating to the Tutsi genocide perpetrated in Rwanda between April and July 1994.

Pierre Basabosé, aged 76, and Séraphin Twahirwa, aged 65, two Rwandans close to the former presidential couple Habyarimana who found refuge in Belgium, are charged with "war crimes" and "genocide". The
trial is due to last until early December.

On Monday, the hearing was suspended after a few hours, on the very first day, after it was established that Pierre Basabosé, who had been hospitalised in Brussels since last Friday, was not present.

The presiding judge had ordered a medical examination of the septuagenarian to determine whether he was fit to take part in the trial.

Mr Basabosé has been suffering from "dementia disorders" for several years and "from a neuropsychiatric point of view, his condition seems to have deteriorated further" since the last assessment in 2021,
according to the medical report, a copy of which was obtained by AFP.

He is suffering from partial amnesia, "information processing disorders (...) and some spatial and temporal disorientation", states the text signed by a psychiatrist.

Mr Basabosé has also been admitted to hospital with a skin infection, probably as a result of his diabetes, and needs hospital care "for at least another fortnight", it adds."I will represent him throughout this
time," his lawyer, Jean Flamme, told AFP. The trial is due to get down to business on Thursday with the questioning of Séraphin Twahirwa.

Twahirwa is accused of having led an Interahamwe militia (Hutu extremists) in Kigali that was responsible for dozens of murders between April and July 1994. He is also accused of a dozen rapes of Tutsi
women.

For his part, Pierre Basabosé, a former soldier turned wealthy businessman, is accused of having supplied Twahirwa's men with money and weapons. A former member of the presidential guard in the 1970s,
Basabosé was also a shareholder in Radio-Télévision Libre des Mille Collines, infamous for broadcasting calls to kill Tutsis during the genocide.

According to the UN, between April and July 1994, at least 800,000 people died in the genocide, mainly Tutsis but also moderate Hutus.
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U.S. Resumes Food Aid for Refugees in Ethiopia (The New York Times) By Abdi Latif Dahir
October 6, 2023

The United States will resume food aid to refugees in Ethiopia, more than four months after suspending it because of large-scale diversions and theft
of rations meant to feed millions of hungry people.

The U.S. Agency for International Development said on Thursday that it would restart the distribution of food aid to about a million refugees, most of them from South Sudan, Somalia and Eritrea.

The agency said in a statement that food assistance to Ethiopia proper would remain suspended until further stipulations are met. The United Nations estimates that more than 20 million people are in need of
food assistance in Ethiopia, which is still staggering from two years of civil war, a devastating drought and mounting economic challenges.

“Our assistance for other food insecure populations across Ethiopia remains paused until we have assurance it will reach its intended beneficiaries,” U.S.A.I.D. said in a statement. Other U.S.-funded programs
in areas such as health care have carried on during the halt in food assistance.

The United States cut food aid to Ethiopia in June after discovering a coordinated plan by Ethiopian government officials to divert emergency food supplies and sell them to commercial mills and local markets.
The United Nations World Food Program previously suspended operations in the northern Tigray region in late April after reporting a “significant diversion” of humanitarian aid. It then joined the United
States in suspending all food aid to Ethiopia, but resumed food distribution in Tigray in August.

U.S.A.I.D. said that it was restarting food aid to refugees after the Ethiopian government and the humanitarian groups that deliver its food put in place measures to protect against theft. The Ethiopian
government also handed over the task of warehousing and disbursing food to the humanitarian groups, the agency said.

The suspension of food aid to Ethiopia, Africa’s second-most-populous nation, was a blow to millions of people who were already facing dire food shortages, internal displacement and growing unemployment.
The country is still recovering from a grueling two-year civil war between the government and Tigrayan rebels that ended last November. Both parties to the conflict, which left hundreds of thousands dead and
displaced millions, were accused of carrying out atrocities that amounted to war crimes and crimes against humanity.

The resumption of food aid to refugees comes just days after the European Union announced $680 million in financial support for Ethiopia, nearly three years after it ceased direct aid to the country because of
the conflict in Tigray. The seven-year support package was initially supposed to be disbursed in 2021, but it was suspended after the conflict began.

The aid package is intended to bolster Ethiopia’s green transition and private sector, support development in the country, promote democratic governance, help with reconstruction efforts and provide basic
services to the population, Jutta Urpilainen, the bloc’s commissioner for international partnership, said. The aid package does not include direct budgetary support to the government.

Almost a year after the country’s warring parties signed a deal to stop fighting, Ethiopia still remains fragile. The International Commission of Human Rights Experts on Ethiopia, a United Nations group
created in 2021, said in a report this week that there was a “high risk” of further atrocities. The commission’s mandate is set to expire next week amid concerns that it will not be renewed despite the grim
picture painted in the group’s latest report.

“There is a very real and imminent risk that the situation will deteriorate further, and it is incumbent upon the international community to ensure that investigations persist so human rights violations can be
addressed, and the worst tragedies averted,” Steven Ratner, an expert on the commission, said in a statement.

Ethiopia slams 'irresponsible and reckless' statement by UN adviser (Anadolu Ajansi) By Mohammed Dhaysane 
October 10, 2023

Ethiopia has denounced a statement by the UN Under-Secretary-General and Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, calling it “irresponsible
and reckless.”

A statement issued by Ethiopia’s Permanent Mission to the United Nations said Addis Ababa finds it “deeply regrettable” that Alice Wairimu Nderitu, entrusted with such an important mandate as preventing
genocide, has chosen to make “unsubstantiated allegations and inflammatory remarks” against the country.

It said the report the UN relied on lacked a proper on-the-ground investigation and had been compiled remotely from unreliable sources.

“The government is determined to ensure the full implementation of this (peace) agreement (with the Tigray People’s Liberation Front.) Ethiopia is in the final stages of formulating a Transitional Justice Policy
to ensure accountability and justice,” the statement said.

Nderitu on Tuesday sounded the alarm about the heightened risk of genocide and related atrocity crimes in the Tigray, Amhara, Afar and Oromi regions of Ethiopia.

“The incident reports that we see coming out of Ethiopia are deeply disturbing and constitute a call for action,” she said. “I want to particularly draw the attention of the global community to the continued
presence of risk factors for genocide and related atrocity crimes in the country.”

Nderitu said there are reports that entire families have been killed and relatives have been forced to watch horrific crimes committed against their loved ones, while whole communities have been displaced or
expelled from their homes.

“The suffering of innocent civilians should never be accepted as inevitable; rather, it must reinforce our commitment to ensure that impunity does not prevail and that all possible prevention actions are
prioritized,” she said.

A report by the UN’s International Commission of Human Rights Experts on Ethiopia earlier this month found that all eight of the common risk factors and the majority of the specific risk factors for atrocity
crimes are now present in Ethiopia.

It warned that nearly a year following the ratification of the peace agreement between the Ethiopian government and the Tigray People’s Liberation Front, the prevailing human rights conditions in the country
continue to be deeply concerning.

The UN alleged that extrajudicial killings and mass arrests in Ethiopia’s Amhara region and crimes against humanity have been committed in Ethiopia since Nov. 3, 2020.

Fighting between Ethiopian government forces and Tigray rebels erupted in November 2020, when the Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF) attacked federal army bases stationed in the northern region. But
the hostilities subsided after the two sides signed agreements in Pretoria and Nairobi in November last year.

The Tigray conflict has killed hundreds of thousands and displaced millions since November 2020.

A UN report released late last year put the number of displaced people at 2.75 million, with 12.5 million children said to require urgent humanitarian assistance.
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The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, War Crimes Chamber

Six Bosnians Face Trial for Abuse and Torture of Serb Prisoners (Balkan Insight) October 16, 2023

The Bosnian prosecution told BIRN that the state court has confirmed an indictment charging Zijad Kadric, Hajrudin Halilovic, Asim Hamzic, Miralem
Cengic, Samir Selimovic and Amir Murtic with committing 109 individual crimes against dozens of Serb civilians who were held at a former Yugsolav
Army military barracks in 1992.

The six men were members of the Municipal Headquarters of the Territorial Defence force in Visoko, the Bosnian Army and its military police force, and the police's Public Security Station in Visoko, according
to prosecutors.

The indictment accuses the men of systematically and continuously torturing, robbing, physically and mentally abusing Serb civilians from the Visoko area, among them women, children and elderly people,
from May 1992 to the end of the year, at a detention facility located in the Ahmet Fetahagic barracks.

"According to the indictment, several hundred civilians from Visoko and the surrounding area were detained and abused in the said camp for a period of about eight months; they were kept without enough
food, basic hygiene conditions, in unconditioned and overcrowded rooms, where they were subjected to daily abuse, beatings, torture, inhumane treatment, various forms of mental and physical abuse, and
especially humiliating actions towards female prisoners and minors," the prosecution said in a statement in September.

The prosecution further alleged that Kadric, did not avt in accordance with his duties as a senior official at the detention facility and did not act to prevent the torture and inhumane treatment, which he knew
about, thus allowing the systematic abuses to continue.

Bosnia Acquits Serb Ex-Soldier of War Crimes Against Civilians(Balkan Insight) October 18, 2023

The Bosnian state court in Sarajevo found Rade Macura not guilty on Wednesday of committing war crimes against civilians, saying that the
prosecution had not proved he involved in the murders of ten Bosniak civilians, including three women, during a search in the village of Turjak in the
Bosanska Gradiska area in June 1992.

Macura was commander of the First Company of the Second Battalion of the Bosnian Serb Army's First Gradiska Brigade at the time.

The Bosniak civilians had come from Kozarac, fleeing the fighting there, and were attempting to reach the border with Croatia.

The indictment alleged that after asking the civilians to surrender, Bosnian Serb soldiers forced them to lie on the road and eat bullets, which made some of them sick, then ordered them to get up and killed
them.

Explaining the verdict, presiding judge Zeljka Marenic said that the prosecution had not provided enough evidence to prove beyond reasonable doubt that the defendant committed the crimes listed in the
indictment.

"There is no doubt that the defendant commanded the company that participated in the search of Turjak and that he was physically present at that location, as alleged in the indictment. The chamber has not
determined whether he directly participated in the operation or murder of civilians," judge Marenic said.

The verdict was a first-instance ruling and can be appealed.
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Domestic Prosecutions In The Former Yugoslavia

Mechanism for Closed Rwanda, Former Yugoslavia Criminal Tribunals at Critical Juncture, with No More Active Trials, Appeals on Core Crimes, President Tells
General Assembly (International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals, United Nations) October 18, 2023

While the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals has reached a critical juncture in its lifespan, the conclusion of its in-court activity
"does not mean we are closing down", its President said today as she briefed the General Assembly on its work over the past year.

Graciela Gatti Santana, President of the Mechanism, told delegates that for the first time since becoming operational — and indeed, for the first time since the very earliest trial proceedings began at the
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda — "we have no more active trials or appeals in relation to the core crimes set out in their Statutes
and incorporated in the Statute of the Mechanism." She noted the delivery on 31 May 2023 of the Appeals Judgement in the case against Jovica Stanišić and Franko Simatović, with the Mechanism concluding
its final core crimes case inherited from the Former Yugoslavia Tribunal. Turning to the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda-derived case against Félicien Kabuga, she said that on 7 August, the Appeals
Chamber affirmed that Kabuga is not fit to stand trial. That decision triggered the Mechanism's "truly residual mode". "We have long aspired to become the institution that the Security Council originally
designed, and, through their dedication, our Judges and staff have enabled us to finally reach this point," she said.

The Mechanism will, however, keep fulfilling its many mandated functions, including supervising the enforcement of sentences, tracking the remaining fugitives, and responding to national requests for
assistance. The Mechanism will continue to support national jurisdictions in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda by responding to requests for assistance. But from now on, only they will be responsible for
trying alleged perpetrators of crimes that took place during the Balkan conflicts of the 1990s and the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi in Rwanda. Calling on Member States to provide additional support and
cooperation in several areas of concern, she underscored the situation of the acquitted or released individuals who were relocated to Niger more than 22 months ago. Those individuals remain under de facto
house arrest following Niger's breach of its agreement with the UN.

In the ensuing discussion, many speakers underscored the crucial role played by the Mechanism and the tribunals in holding perpetrators of the most serious crimes accountable and bringing justice to victims.
Several delegations stressed that Member States have the moral obligation to cooperate with the Mechanism to arrest, surrender, and execute arrest warrants without delay. Others said that the tribunals
showed that even the most senior military and political leaders can be held accountable for atrocity crimes.

Latvia's delegate, speaking on behalf of the Baltic States, commended the significant progress achieved on the appeal judgement of the Jovica Stanisic and Franko Simatovic case. Respecting the rule of law goes
hand in hand with maintaining international peace and security, she said, expressing support for the establishment of a Special International Tribunal to prosecute crimes of aggression against Ukraine.

Albania's delegate also welcomed the decision to expand the conviction for Jovica Stanisic and Franko Simatovic, two allies of former Serbian President Slobodan Milošević, rather than exonerating them. "We
considered it as a milestone in the quest for justice in the Balkans," he said. Furthermore, Serbia must cooperate with the Mechanism and execute the arrest warrants for Petar Jojic and Vjerica Radeta, he
added. The representative of the Russian Federation warned that critical international institutions had been politized and their credibility eroded. Cases of the Former Yugoslavia Tribunal had been
manipulated by the West. These ad hoc tribunals should not be a substitute for existing national judicial organs.

Germany's delegate said that protecting the "remarkable" legacy of international tribunals must remain a priority, especially at a time when current events remind the world of the importance of accountability
for crimes committed during armed conflict. Currently four prison sentences imposed by the Former Yugoslavia Tribunal are being enforced under German jurisdiction. Germany will continue its support in
that regard.

Rwanda's representative said that fugitives should know: There is no expiration day for justice. The indefinite suspension of the Kabuga trial is a mockery to the victims and the survivors of the genocide against
the Tutsis. Member States may not be aware that their taxpayers' money is now paying for sustaining the well-being of former genocide convicts now in Niger. Yet no funds have ever been directed to the
survivors of the genocide against the Tutsis. These former convicts in Niger or elsewhere should not continue to be a burden to the UN system. Rwanda has repeatedly said that these people are welcome home.

Justice delayed can mean justice denied, the delegate of the United States warned, urging Member States that might be harbouring Rwandan fugitives to cooperate with the Mechanism. Despite the vital work of
the tribunals, however, it is national authorities that bear the primary responsibility of providing justice to victims, he added.
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Turkey

Turkey is trying to bomb Rojava out of existence (Bella Caledonia) By Sarah Glynn
October 9, 2023

That little click. I check WhatsApp. 'Just now drone attacks next to my house — was bloody scary'. Only two hours earlier my friend had been sending
me photographs of his village near Kobanê. Now Turkey's latest assault had caught up with him too.

Since Thursday morning, Turkey has accelerated their campaign to destroy the Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria. This is the region that combines predominantly-Kurdish Rojava and the
adjacent majority-Arab lands that Kurdish forces liberated from ISIS. It covers around about 30% of Syria and provides home to some five million people. Thwarted, by the United States and Russia, from
carrying out another invasion, Turkey is attempting to destroy the Autonomous Administration by making the life of its people impossible.

Constructing and running a new society is slow and difficult work, especially when your land has been ravaged by ISIS and your neighbours blockade your borders. But destroying a society's security and means
of subsistence is simple. Bomb the power stations and substations so millions are left without electricity and there is no power for hospitals, for water pumps, for bakeries, and for the myriad other things that
we take for granted. Bomb the gas bottling plant that everyone relies on for the fuel to cook their food and to heat their homes in the winter. Bomb the oil fields that not only provide vital fuel but are also the
main source of revenue to support the services of daily life. Bomb grain silos, just filled with this year's harvest. Bomb factories to decimate an economy already struggling to get off its feet. Bomb hospitals and
homes so people know that nowhere and no one is safe. Turkey is doing all of these things.

A pre-announced war crime

This is illegal, of course, under international law. Targeting civilians and civilian infrastructure is regarded as a war crime. But Turkey has been committing war crimes for a long time without any comeback.
International opprobrium depends on who you are and your political leverage, not on what you do. Turkey bombed the region's vital infrastructure a year ago too, though not as thoroughly as now. Since the
beginning of 2021, they have cut the flow of water in the Euphrates, and, since their 2019 invasion, their mercenaries have repeatedly shut down the pumping station that supplies water to Hasaka. They have
performed targeted assassinations of key Administration figures, and shelled villages to drive away their inhabitants. They have committed the biggest war crime of all in carrying out unprovoked invasions, and
they have empowered and supported groups that have performed the most gratuitous and brutal atrocities.

Turkey even announced their intention to commit their latest war crime in advance. On Wednesday, the Turkish Foreign Minister, Hakan Fidan, declared that all the region's infrastructure was a legitimate
target. According to international law, essential infrastructure is never a legitimate target.

A convenient pretext

So, what was Turkey's excuse and what was their reason? Two different questions with different answers.

If you were to believe Fidan, this is a legitimate response to the action last Sunday by two members of the PKK, who carried out a suicide attack on the entrance to the police headquarters attached to the
Interior Ministry in Ankara, wounding two policemen. Fidan claims, on behalf of the Turkish Government, that the PKK men came through North and East Syria, and that there is no distinction between the
PKK and the Peoples Defence Units (YPG), the Syrian Kurdish forces that are now part of the Syrian Democratic Forces, or SDF. Turkey's attack is thus presented as pre-emptive defence in the fight against
terrorism, for which, as the United States has demonstrated, almost anything is permissible. Fidan actually referred to 'YPG infrastructure' as though the armed forces and civilian society were one and the
same.

Every step of Fidan's argument is problematic. The Turkish Government has produced no evidence that the men came through Syria, and their presence there has been denied by both the SDF and the PKK. It is
no secret that the Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria is inspired by the ideas of PKK leader, Abdullah Öcalan, and the YPG includes fighters who have previously fought for the PKK —
including the man who now commands the SDF — but the YPG and PKK are separate organisations. The YPG operates inside Syria and has never threatened Turkey. Turkey likes to quote article 51 of the UN
charter, which describes the right to self-defence. There has been extensive debate over whether this includes pre-emptive action, but even where this is deemed acceptable, customary law demands that for an
action to be regarded as self-defence, it must be necessary, without other alternatives, and proportional. Turkey's pulverisation of North and East Syria does not pass this test, and is very far from proportional.

A useful pretext

It is clear that Turkey has been looking for an excuse for this aggression, and that if the PKK had not attacked, they would have used something else — or even created an incident themselves. Fidan is notorious
for having been caught on tape in 2014 (when he was head of Turkey's National Intelligence Organisation) proposing a missile strike on Turkey to make up a case for war. A year ago, Turkey justified similar,
though less intensive, attacks on North and East Syria by blaming the YPG for a bomb attack in Istanbul that appears to have been linked to militant Islamists — certainly not the YPG or PKK. Turkey's
aggression would still have happened sometime without the PKK attack, and cannot be blamed on the PKK — though some will try and do so, which can only benefit Turkey.

The PKK's attack has also been used to justify the round-up and detention of around 250 largely-Kurdish activists within Turkey itself, including many members of the pro-Kurdish leftist Peoples' Democratic
Party, the HDP. There is no reason to assume that any of them had anything to do with the attack. This is simply a bigger version of what has been happening every week, when Kurdish activists are detained for
absurd and petty reasons under Turkey's endlessly elastic terrorism act.

Turkey's war on the Kurds

And what of the real reasons behind Turkey's violence? The answer to this question begins 100 years ago when ethnic nationalism was made a doctrine of the new Turkish republic. Kurds were expected to turn
themselves into Turks and forget about their own culture, which was harshly suppressed, and generations of Turks have been indoctrinated with anti-Kurdish rhetoric. For four decades now, the PKK, led by
Abdullah Öcalan, has fought a war against the Turkish state. They succeeded in replacing the Kurds' internalised oppression with a proud Kurdish consciousness, but not in winning external freedom. Many
times during this period, the PKK has declared a unilateral ceasefire and attempted to negotiate a peace settlement, and sometimes there have been talks, but the Turkish authorities have not proved ready to
allow the Kurds a dignified existence. Since the 1990s, there have also been pro-Kurdish political parties in the Turkish parliament, but their MPs and activists face harassment and imprisonment, while
successive parties have been banned and closed down. The most recent peace talks took place between 2013 and 2015, when there was a real sense of hope in the air. But President Erdoğan saw that this was
winning support for the HDP rather than for himself and his party, and that, at the same time, Kurds across the border were beating back ISIS and strengthening their autonomous control over northern Syria.
He repudiated the initial agreement in order to pursue a military 'solution' to the Kurdish Question, which he has been doing with increasing vengeance. A century of ethnic nationalism has made Kurd bashing
a central plank of Turkish populism, and the hopes raised by the main opposition party for a gentler politics did not even last into the second round of the presidential election. Rallying against the Kurds has
become a substitute for addressing Turkey's severe economic and social problems.

Erdoğan has always viewed the existence of an autonomous region in Kurdish Syria as a threat, and he will not rest until it is eliminated. It has never been a physical threat, but does indeed pose a political
threat to the status quo by providing an example of a multicultural feminist democracy inspired by Öcalan's ideas. While ostensibly supporting the coalition against ISIS, Turkey has given ISIS assistance — not
least in enabling the passage of thousands of foreign fighters — in the hope that they will put an end to regional, and especially Kurdish, autonomy. And Turkey has twice invaded the region with the help of
brutal Islamist militias, to whom they have given control over the occupied lands. Despite US and Russian negotiated ceasefires, Turkey has not stopped their low-level war of attrition against the Autonomous
Administration, and if the US and Russia had not refused to move out of the way, Turkey would have carried out another land invasion.

Russia is in Syria to support the Syrian Government in the civil war. They don't want to see more land occupied by Turkey, but are happy for Turkey to weaken the Autonomous Administration, which they want
to force back under President Assad's centralised control. America initially intervened in Syria by supporting opposition groups who they hoped would bring about regime change — the same violent groups that
are still supported by Turkey. But when these proved unreliable partners, and when ISIS threatened to create a centre of anti-Western violence, the US moved to support the YPG (and women's YPJ) which was
the only force providing effective resistance to ISIS.

America has always supported the Turkish Government against the PKK, but American troops are now also in a military partnership with the SDF (which includes the YPG). Turkey is determined to break that
partnership and to persuade America that the YPG and PKK are one and the same, which is another reason for them insisting that the PKK men came from Syria.

However, that US-SDF partnership is limited to the fight against ISIS, which still retains many sleeper cells. America will not help the SDF defend themselves against Turkey, which is a NATO 'ally'. Nor will
they allow them the anti-aircraft weapons they need to defend themselves, even though the insecurity created by Turkey's attacks is a gift to ISIS recruiters.

Last week, for the first time, the US brought down a Turkish drone. Of course, that particular drone was seen as threatening an American base, and the incident was followed by top-level phone diplomacy
between the US and Turkey. This sent a message that the US was not going to move out of the way, as Turkey had demanded, but all Turkey's other drones and military aircraft were left free to destroy the life
and lives of the people of North and East Syria. There have been protests against lack of action by the US, which is supposed to be a guarantor of Turkey's ceasefire.

Neo-Ottoman dreams

Erdoğan feels no need to hide his plans. Shortly before Turkey's 2019 invasion, he held up a map of Syria at the United Nations General Assembly that showed a 30km deep strip all along the Turkish border,
over which Turkey demanded control. This strip included the main Kurdish areas as well as some of Syria's most fertile land. Erdoğan called it a 'safe zone', claiming it was necessary to prevent the YPG from
attacking across the border. In fact, the YPG has never shown any intention of attacking Turkey, and the areas Turkey captured in 2019 have become some of the most dangerous places on earth. Kurds and
other minorities have learnt to flee rather than try and survive under Turkish occupation. In a deliberate policy of demographic change, they have been replaced by families of Islamist militias and by refugees
from other parts of Syria forcibly deported from Turkey.

When Turkey's modern borders were agreed in the Treaty of Lausanne, 100 years ago this year, the Turkish delegation based their negotiations on a document entitled the National Pact, drawn up in 1919-20,
which claimed for Turkey all those areas with an 'Ottoman Moslem majority'. This included the predominantly Kurdish regions that the treaty subsequently awarded to Iraq and Syria. There was no separate
Kurdish delegation at the Lausanne negotiations, and it was only after the Turkish republic was founded that its leaders made horribly clear that this was solely a Turkish project and not a joint Turkish-Kurdish
one. For Erdoğan, the National Pact is still on the table, and his irredentist dreams for the 'Turkish Century' also inform his desire to control the belt of land south of the Turkish border.

A future in ruins

After three days of bombardment with drones and warplanes, accompanied by intense shelling of border areas, the devastation Turkey has caused is cataclysmic. Places that have been working hard to recover
from the damage caused by ISIS have seen all their hard work destroyed and more. Rebuilding will be difficult and slow, and always under the shadow of a possible repeat attack. The damage to the Suwayda gas
plant alone has been estimated at over $50 million, and essential parts are difficult to get under boycott.

There have been at least seventeen people killed and many others wounded, and the psychological toll of these never-ending attacks is impossible to measure.

The determination and resistance that defeated ISIS remains strong, but if the administration is prevented from being able to meet people's basic needs, dissatisfaction may grow among those less committed to
their democratic and feminist project, especially in more tribal areas such as Deir ez-Zor. This is, of course, part of Turkey's plan.

When I spoke to my friend in Kobanê on Sunday morning all was quiet. Unlike in Qamishlo, they still had power, though only in late afternoon and evening as water levels have become so low that the turbines
can't function fully. People in Kobanê have become used to drone attacks. Their biggest fear is another invasion and being displaced again, as at the time of ISIS. No one can start new projects: they can't even
plan for the next day. There is a sense that the future is out of their hands, and only God will protect them.

As I finish writing this on Sunday night, Turkey's bombardment continues along the whole border region, and calls are going out from the hospitals for people to donate blood for the wounded.

Syrian Kurds accuse Turkey of war crimes as Erdogan vows escalation (Al-Monitor) By Amberin Zaman
October 11, 2023

Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan vowed to escalate Ankara's ongoing military campaign against a Kurdish-allied military group in northeast
Syria on Wednesday as the United States aired concern about its impact on the civilians and the US-led coalition's battle against the Islamic State
(IS).

Addressing members of his Justice and Development Party in the Turkish parliament, Erdogan said, "With air operations, with our artillery units and if required with our land forces," Turkey will show
"members of the terrorist organization that we are ready to destroy them at any moment at any place."

Erdogan also warned the United States over its continued alliance with the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces, the Pentagon's top partner in the fight against IS and the target of Turkey's assault. "Nobody
should doubt that sooner or later, we will respond to those who stand by the terrorists during our struggle [against them]," Erdogan said.

Turkey insists that the SDF is no different from the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), the Kurdish group that is waging an armed insurgency against the Turkish state and is designated as a terrorist organization
by the State Department and the European Union.

Since Oct. 4, Turkey has been pounding the Kurdish-governed zone with drones, fighter jets and artillery in response to a suicide bomb attack on Turkey's national police headquarters in Ankara by a pair of
PKK militants. Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan said Ankara has proof that the assailants traveled to Turkey from northeast Syria and declared all SDF-linked facilities "legitimate targets." Turkey's Defense
Ministry stated that as of Oct. 9, it had "neutralized" 150 "terrorists" since the launch of the operation that also covered northern Iraq.

Yet even as Erdogan bragged after a Cabinet meeting Sunday that, unlike Israel, "Turkey does not kill children," Syrian Kurdish officials charged that as of Wednesday, 11 civilians were among the victims of
Turkish strikes, including five women and two children.

Mazlum Kobane, the SDF commander-in-chief, tweeted, "The Turkish president's statement naming the war that leads to cutting off water, electricity and roads and destroying infrastructure, places of worship
and schools as 'massacres' is exactly what his government is doing in northeast Syria. Turkish occupation commits 'massacres' and war crimes every day."

"These Turkish airstrikes against us are war crimes against all international laws and regulations," Bedran Ciya Kurd, foreign affairs spokesperson for the SDF's civilian arm known as the Autonomous
Administration of North and East Syria, said in a news conference Tuesday.

Al-Monitor has documented at least three cases in which children were killed in previous Turkish drone strikes against alleged PKK targets in northeast Syria.

Turkey's targets have also included oil installations, power grids and potable water sources, part of a concerted effort to cripple economic life in the Kurdish-led zone and weaken popular support for the
administration, which Turkey insists poses a threat to its national security because of the large number of former PKK cadres in its ranks.

Kurd denied there were any links between the SDF and the PKK attack, saying that Ankara was using the incident as "a pretext" to "justify their attacks on us." Kurd said 180 civilian infrastructure targets have
been bombed by Turkey so far, including 14 oil stations, nine power stations, eight water stations and 48 schools. More than 10,000 children are being deprived of education and entire communities of potable
water as a result. Al-Monitor could not independently corroborate any of the claims, though aid workers on the ground say that the attacks have caused major damage to infrastructure critical to civilians across
the targeted region, with at least 800,000 people impacted.

The Kurdish Red Crescent has confirmed that the Suweida power station is offline. It is the sole source of around-the-clock power in the Hasakah governorate, home to more than 1.5 million people.

State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller said on Tuesday that the United States remained "concerned about military activity in northern Syria, its impacts on the civilian population and infrastructure,
and the impact on the effectiveness of our operations to ensure the last defeat of [IS]."

Miller went on, "We continue to support the current cease-fire lines and call for a de-escalation of violence. It is crucial for all sides to maintain and respect cease-fire zones and to de-escalate violent activity to
enhance stability in Syria and work toward a political solution to the conflict."

US backpedaling

Syrian Kurdish officials were not impressed. SDF spokesperson Farhad Shami called the remarks "insufficient in effectively addressing and putting to an end to the ongoing Turkish aggression."

"They do not provide the assurance needed to hold Turkey accountable for its destructive actions against vital infrastructures and civic services," Shami told Al-Monitor. "We are hopeful for a clearer stance
from the American side."

It seemed that Washington was finally drawing a line when a US F-16 shot down an armed Turkish spy drone on Oct. 5 after it came within close proximity of a coalition base in Hasakah. Within hours,
however, the Biden administration scrambled to play down the affair with a Pentagon spokesperson calling it "regrettable" and asserting there were "no indications" that the drone was intentionally targeting
US personnel.

In a similar display of backpedaling, a statement posted by the US Combined Joint Task Force-Operation Inherent Resolve (CJTF-OIR) condemning civilian harm and acknowledging the threat Turkish strikes
posed to itself and the SDF was swiftly deleted.

"Was this weak reaction due to Washington's careful calculation regarding Turkey's influence elsewhere — potentially in the context of Sweden's NATO admission, in which developments are expected at a
ministerial meeting this week? And what further messaging would this convey to its SDF partners, who are balancing among regional and international actors on the ground? Might they one day be pushed to
reevaluate their counter-[IS] partnership?" asked Syrian Kurdish reporter Hoshang Hassan in an essay for the Kurdish Peace Institute in Washington.

Turkish Defense Minister Yasar Guler took part in the meeting that kicked off today in Brussels. There was no word on its outcome as of time of publication.

Whatever the calculus, after Saturday's attack on Israel by the Gaza-based militant group Hamas, Syria's beleaguered Kurds will likely slip even further down Washington's list of priorities, acknowledged Salih
Muslim, the co-chair of the Democratic Unity Party that shares power in the autonomous administration.

"This will likely give Erdogan even further latitude to carry out his plans to destroy us while the world's gaze is focused on Gaza and Ukraine," Muslim told Al-Monitor.

Meanwhile, Erdogan said Sunday that the downing of Turkey's military drone by its NATO ally was "seared in our national memory" and that "appropriate action will be taken when the time comes."
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Kosovo Specialist Chambers

Kosovo Men Deny Witness Intimidation at Hague War Crimes Court (BalkanInsight) By Xhorxhina Bami
October 9, 2023

In separate hearings at the Kosovo Specialist Chambers on Monday, Ismet Bahtjari and Sabit Januzi both pleaded not guilty to witness intimidation
charges.

"I plead not guilty to any charges raised against me," Jonuzi, 60, from Fushtice e Poshtme/Donja Fustica in Kosovo, told the court.

Bahtjari, 57, from Bervenik/Brvenik, pleaded not guilty before Jonuzi.

The two men are accused of "obstructing official persons in performing official duties" by using "serious threats", as well as "intimidation during criminal proceedings".

The indictment says that from April 5 to April 12, 2023, Bahtjari and Januzi provided assistance to each other, to a co-perpetrator whose name was redacted and to others in order to intimidate an unnamed
witness. The witness was pressurised "to withdraw evidence or refrain from providing evidence in KSC official proceedings", according to the charges.

The indictment does not specify in which case at the Kosovo Specialist Chambers the witness who was allegedly intimidated will or has testified.

This is the fifth case at the Kosovo Specialist Chambers and the second that is related to witness intimidation. Kosovo Liberation Army, KLA, War Veterans' Organisation leaders Hysni Gucati and Nasim
Haradinaj were convicted in May 2022 of obstructing justice and intimidating protected witnesses by revealing their identities. At Monday's hearing, Jonuzi complained to the court that his arrest in the early
morning on October 5 in front of his house "was unnecessary". He said that he would have answered the court's summons as he answered a previous summons to be interviewed at the EU rule-of-law mission in
Kosovo, EULEX, on October 4. "I was arrested on the fifth of October in the morning, on the fourth I was summoned to appear in the EULEX offices for a statement, I went voluntarily… I took a bus to go
there," he told the court. He added that "if I had been informed that it would be necessary for me to go to The Hague it would not be a problem because I always answer court summons".

The Kosovo Specialist Chambers were set up to try former KLA fighters for wartime and post-war crimes from 1998 to 2000, including murder, torture and illegal detentions.

Witness protection has been a key concern for the Specialist Chambers after incidents of witness-tampering at previous trials of KLA commanders.

Albanian Appeal Court Rejects Kosovo Ex-Guerrilla's Extradition to The Hague (BalkanInsight) By Fjori Sinoruka
October 10, 2023

The Court of Appeals on Tuesday turned down a request from Pristina to extradite former Kosovo Liberation Army, KLA fighter Dritan Goxhaj to The
Hague to face charges of "intimidation during criminal proceedings" and obstructing legal officials at the Kosovo Specialist Chambers war crimes
court.

A first-instance court had initially accepted the request for Goxhaj's extradition on September 19, after he was arrested in Tirana on an arrest warrant issued by the Specialist Chambers, where KLA ex-guerrillas
are being tried for crimes committed during and just after the 1998-99 war.

The Court of Appeal's reasoning has not been made yet and the prosecution can appeal against the decision at the Higher Court.

Goxhaj's lawyer told BIRN in August that the former guerrilla had been charged over an article he wrote for a media outlet exposing the names of some of the potential protected witnesses in a war crimes trial
of another ex-KLA fighter in The Hague.

However, Goxhaj's appeal alleged that the prosecutor and first-instance judge had ignored Albanian law. It also said that Goxhaj was being held in custody for the expression of "free speech" and that he had
only aired his opinions about the Kosovo Specialist Chambers in the media.

It further claimed that the offences of which Goxhaj is accused are "political".

The appeal described the extradition request as "a legal absurdity" as the Specialist Chambers are in The Hague and Albania does not have an extradition agreement with the Netherlands.

However, according to Kosovo law, the Specialist Chambers are part of Kosovo's justice system even though they are based abroad.

Goxhaj's is the first case at the Kosovo Specialist Chambers in which an Albanian from Albania has been arrested.

Witness protection has been a key concern for the Kosovo Specialist Chambers from the outset, and was one of the key reasons why the war crimes court was established outside Kosovo and staffed by
internationals, although it is part of Kosovo's justice system.

Previous trials of KLA ex-guerrillas both inside Kosovo and at the UN's International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia have been marred by the intimidation of witnesses. In some cases, even after
they were relocated, they were approached by relatives or others trying to convince them to withdraw their initial testimonies. The former leader and deputy leader of the Kosovo Liberation Army War Veterans'
Organisation, Hysni Gucati and Nasim Haradinaj, have already been jailed for obstructing justice and intimidating witnesses by the Specialist Chambers.

They were prosecuted after they received batches of legal documents leaked from the Specialist Chambers which contained confidential information about protected witnesses, including names and personal
information, then held press conferences to urge media to publish extracts from the leaked files.

The Kosovo Specialist Chambers are trying former KLA guerrillas for crimes including murder, torture and illegal detentions.

Among those already on trial are former Kosovo President Hashim Thaci and former parliamentary speaker Kadri Veseli, who were senior KLA figures during wartime. Both have pleaded not guilty to war
crimes and crimes against humanity.

Kosovo War Veterans' Leader Released Early by Hague Court (BalkanInsight) By Perparim Isufi
October 17, 2023

The Kosovo Specialist Chambers in The Hague announced on Tuesday that it has granted early release to Hysni Gucati, head of the Kosovo Liberation
Army War Veterans' Organisation, who was jailed for obstruction of justice, intimidation and the unauthorised revelation of information about
protected witnesses in war crimes cases.

Gucati returned to Kosovo on Tuesday afternoon.

He and his deputy Nasim Haradinaj were each sentenced to four-and-a-half years in prison in May 2022. Haradinaj remains in jail pending a further review of his sentence by the Kosovo Specialist Chambers.
The decision to free Gucati early was taken on October 12 by the president of the Specialist Chambers, Ekaterina Trendafilova.

"The president considered that while the offences for which Mr. Gucati was convicted are indisputably grave given the chilling impact the revelation of confidential information had on (potential) witnesses,
there were a number of factors that weighed in favour of modification of his sentence," the Specialist Chambers said in a press release.

The statement said that Trendafilova found that Gucati had an "opportunity to reflect on his actions" while in jail and that "his comportment had changed over time".

"The president noted Mr. Gucati's expressions of regret, in particular his express apology during the oral hearing to anyone who had felt threatened by his actions," it said.

However, Trendafilova concluded that Haradinaj "has a disciplinary record at the [Specialist Chambers'] Detention Management Unit".

"The president therefore considered that while Mr. Haradinaj has taken some steps towards rehabilitation, there is room for improvement," the statement said.

Trendafilova ordered the registrar at the Specialist Chambers to submit a report on Haradinaj's future conduct at the Detention Management Unit "as part of the assessment on whether to modify his sentence",
it added. Gucati and Haradinaj were prosecuted after they received batches of legal documents leaked from the Specialist Chambers, which contained confidential information about protected witnesses in cases
against KLA ex-guerrillas. Boxes of court documents were left at the offices of the KLA War Veterans' Organisation in September 2020. The files contained the names and personal information of potential
witnesses in war crimes investigations at the Specialist Chambers.

Gucati and Haradinaj then held press conferences to publicise the leaked files and urged media in Kosovo to publish extracts from them.

The Kosovo Specialist Chambers were set up to try former KLA fighters for wartime and post-war crimes from 1998 to 2000, including murder, torture and illegal detentions.

Witness protection has been a key concern for the so-called 'Special Court' after incidents of witness-tampering at previous trials of KLA commanders.
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AFrench MP calls for documenting crimes committed by Azerbaijan in Nagorno-Karabakh to ensure accountability (ArmenPress) October 12, 2023

French Member of Parliament Anne-Laurence Petel has said that the crimes committed by the Azerbaijani authorities in Nagorno-Karabakh should be
documented in order to have strong evidence. This would allow them to raise the issue and take effective measures.

"Of course, many French-Armenians have been presenting videos showing what they describe as crimes committed by the Azerbaijanis in Nagorno-Karabakh against the peaceful population, but nevertheless it
is highly important for these episodes to be documented, to mention where and when exactly these crimes were committed, in order to have a strong evidence basis to help us raise this and take effective
countermeasures," the MP said in Goris during a meeting with forcibly displaced persons from Nagorno-Karabakh.

She highlighted the fact that Armenia has joined the Rome Statute of the ICC. This will facilitate independent investigations into Azeri war crimes. "If all episodes are properly documented, the criminals will
sooner or later be held to account and face justice," she said.

The security of Armenia's borders and protection of its territorial integrity is now a priority for France and many EU countries, thus French lawmakers are calling on their European partners to provide more
support to Armenia, Anne-Laurence Petel said.

Speaking about the repatriation of Armenian POWs and the arbitrary arrests of the Nagorno-Karabakh leadership by Azerbaijan, Anne-Laurence Petel said that a discussion has taken place in the French
parliament in this regard. A meeting with the participation of the European Commission President has also taken place on this matter and the latter has asked the list of all arrested officials and POWs.

Wider Europe programme Director Marie Dumoulin, who also visited Goris as part of the European delegation, said that they seek to understand whether or not there's an opportunity to start dialogue between
Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh and Azerbaijanis, and deploy international peacekeepers on the ground.

"It's certainly too early to speak about peacekeepers, Armenia's security is our primary concern. The international community is trying to do everything to ensure the security of Armenia and the Karabakhis
who are now in Armenia, in order to be able to ensure the safe return of the displaced persons to Nagorno-Karabakh," Dumoulin said.

<

Armenian President Ratifies Country's ICC Membership Despite Russian Warnings (RadioFreeEurope, RadioLiberty) October 14, 2023

President Vahagn Khachaturian has signed into law a decision by the Armenian parliament to ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court (ICC), putting the Caucasus nation in the jurisdiction of the Hague-based institution despite warnings from its longtime ally Russia.

Khachaturian's move was announced in a brief statement published on the Armenian presidency's website. "On October 13, the President of the Republic of Armenia Vahagn Khachaturian signed a statement on
the ratification of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court signed on July 17, 1998 and on the adoption of a statement 'On the retroactive recognition of the jurisdiction of the International Criminal
Court by the Republic of Armenia' based on Article 12, Part 3 of the Statute," the statement said.

On October 3, 60 Armenian lawmakers, mostly representing the ruling Civil Contract party, voted for the ratification of the treaty while 22 lawmakers voted against.

The Kremlin, which last month warned that Armenia's move would worsen a growing rift with Moscow, called the parliament's ratification an "extremely hostile" move toward Russia and "an incorrect
decision."

The ICC in March issued arrest warrants for Russian President Vladimir Putin and his children's commissioner, Maria Lvova-Belova, for their roles in the deportation of Ukrainian children after Moscow's
unprovoked invasion of its neighbor.

Independent legal experts believe that ratification of the Rome Statute by Yerevan implies that Putin may be arrested in Armenia if he visits the country due to the ICC's arrest warrant.

Armenia has said it needs ratification of the Rome Statute because of concerns connected with the conflict it has been engaged in with neighboring Azerbaijan.

Russia has long been a close ally of Armenia, but those ties have frayed over what Yerevan sees as a betrayal by the Kremlin after Russian peacekeepers failed to prevent Azerbaijan's successful lightning military
operation last month against ethnic Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh.

With reporting by AP and AFP

Armenia Ready To Sign Peace Treaty With Azerbaijan By Year's End, Pashinian Tells European Parliament (RadioFreeEurope, RadioLiberty) October 18, 2023

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian is ready to sign a peace deal with Azerbaijan by the end of the year based on the principles outlined in
meetings with European mediators, he said on October 17.

Pashinian told the European Parliament in Strasbourg that Armenia is ready to sign the agreement based on mutual recognition of sovereignty and territorial integrity and the opening of regional transportation
links based on the sovereignty of the territories through which they pass.

Specifically, he said Yerevan is ready to open the Meghri railway, known as the Zangezur Corridor in Azerbaijan, under the jurisdiction of Armenia.

If the principles are reaffirmed, "it will become very realistic to sign an agreement on peace and relations between Armenia and Azerbaijan before the end of the year," Pashinian said in his speech.

Pashinian also said he is ready to develop relations with the European Union and is ready to be as close to the EU as Brussels deems possible.

Armenia is currently working to meet the needs of more than 100,000 ethnic Armenians who fled Nagorno-Karabakh after a rapid offensive last month that resulted in Azerbaijan recapturing the breakaway
territory.

Armenia describes their flight as ethnic cleansing driven by the threat of violence, but Azerbaijan says the Armenian civilians left voluntarily even though they were welcome to stay in Nagorno-Karabakh and be
integrated into Azerbaijani society.

Pashinian also commented on the security situation, again complaining that Yerevan's allies left it to fend for itself during Azerbaijan's offensive.

"At the time when hundreds of thousands of Armenians fled from Nagorno Karabakh to the Republic of Armenia, our allies in the security sector not only did not help us, but also made public calls for a change
of power in Armenia, to overthrow the democratic government," Pashinian said.

He did not name Russia, which is a member of the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) along with Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.

"In this situation, the Collective Security Treaty Organization, which is considered the security system of Armenia, and the countries with bilateral security obligations to Armenia did not help us at all," he said.
"They left us alone."

The purpose of this "provocation," he said was to cause the upcoming parliamentary elections to fail and to paralyze the statehood of Armenia or at least its ability to form a temporary government.

The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry, reacting to the speech, accused Pashinian of using "aggressive rhetoric" that harms peace prospects at a time when there are historic opportunities for the South Caucasus
region to become a place of peace and cooperation.

Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev made his first visit to the territories retaken by Azerbaijan on October 15 and raised Azerbaijan's flag in the city known as Xankendi to Azeris and Stepanakert to the territory's
ethnic Armenians.
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Russian War Report: Civilian cafe attacked and a fake Ukrainian news site is exposed (Atlantic Council) By Digital Forensic Research Lab
October 5, 2023

As Russia continues its assault on Ukraine, the Atlantic Council's Digital Forensic Research Lab (DFRLab) is keeping a close eye on Russia's
movements across the military, cyber, and information domains. With more than seven years of experience monitoring the situation in Ukraine—as
well as Russia's use of propaganda and disinformation to undermine the United States, NATO, and the European Union (EU)—the DFRLab's global
team presents the latest installment of the Russian War Report.

Strike on Ukrainian cafe leaves more than forty dead

An attack on the village of Hroza in northeast Ukraine left more than four dozen people dead, according to a Telegram statement from Ukraine's Office of the General Prosecutor. According to the statement, the
attack occurred around 1:25 p.m. local time on October 5, destroying a local cafe shop. It also noted local prosecutors have launched a pre-trial investigation. In a separate Telegram post, which included graphic
imagery, Ukrainian presidential adviser Oleksiy Kuleba blamed Russia for the attack, stating, "A terrorist country deliberately kills peaceful Ukrainians. The world needs to see what true evil is."

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) also condemned the attack. "Intentionally directing an attack against civilians or civilian objects is a war crime," UN OCHA
Humanitarian Coordinator for Ukraine Denise Brown stated. "Intentionally launching an attack knowing that it would be disproportionate is a war crime."

Meanwhile, a Reuters report published on October 3 claimed that the Russian army has embedded so-called "Storm-Z" units within conventional Russian units to conduct counterattacks against Ukrainian
gains in crucial front sectors. Reuters reported that the Storm-Z units comprise 100-150 personnel, including civilian penal recruits and Russian soldiers under punishment. The Russian army and defense
ministry have not confirmed the existence of the Storm-Z units.

Website impersonating Ukrainian news agency spreads narratives aimed at undermining Ukrainian morale

The DFRLab has identified at least one Facebook ad promoting a website impersonating a Ukrainian news agency. The now-defunct Facebook page "Onaqaq online shop" published the ad. It accused Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Ukrainian leadership of corruption and misusing aid provided by the United States. The ad featured a caricature of the president alongside text noting the creation of a US
team to monitor how aid to Ukraine is being used. The ad declared that all of Ukraine's elite are corrupt and shared a debunked claim about a former "commander-in-chief," likely a reference to Oleksii
Reznikov, buying a villa for his daughter.

The ad included a link to the website thumbra.com, which when accessed by the DFRLab redirected to unian.in, a page masquerading as the website for the Ukrainian Independent Information Agency,
unian.ua. At the time of writing, the website no longer redirected to the copycat website. Much of the content on the copycat website links back to UNIAN's actual website, including share buttons. The link in
the ad led to a forged story regarding Ukraine's allies becoming skeptical of its ability to succeed in the war against Russia. The article cited decreased military aid as an indicator that allies are abandoning
Ukraine.

Multiple aspects of the forgery point to it likely being of Russian origin. The strongest indicator is that the URL address includes "skepsis-i-podozritelnost," which is transliterated from Russian, not Ukrainian.
Second, the article is written in Ukrainian, but the tone and style differ from that of the information agency. Third, the faux article's banner image, a stock photo, does not have a caption, as is standard for
UNIAN. The image was also edited to include a text overlay, which reads "Allies don't believe in us anymore?" UNIAN does not edit the stock photography it uses for banner images.

These types of forgeries are not unique. On September 18, a Ukrainian researcher found a similar forgery replicating the UNIAN website, which spread a narrative claiming that Ukraine's allies are decreasing
weapons shipments to Ukraine to force it to negotiate with Russia. The article stated that Ukraine's losses were "in vain" as its allies plan to "sacrifice" the country for their own self-interest.

Campaigns such as this are likely intended to decrease the morale of Ukrainians. The DFRLab has previously covered similar attempts by Russia to impersonate media, including Operation Doppelganger, in
which Russian assets impersonated prominent European news outlets.

Russia increasingly using criminal charges for online activities, says digital rights group

In its latest monthly digest, Russian digital rights organization Roskomsvoboda examined high-profile cases in which Russian politicians or activists were punished, via administrative or criminal charges, for
their online activities. According to Roskomsvoboda, the cases illustrate an increasing use of criminal charges rather than administrative ones, a reversal of what it observed in 2022.

The report also noted instances of Russians being punished for Telegram posts that "disrespect" or "discredit" Russian authorities or the army. One person was criminally charged for giving an interview to
Ukrainian media, while another was charged for "participating in an extremist community."

Russia's federal budget draft indicates a funding boost for state media

On September 29, the Kremlin submitted the 2024-2026 draft federal budget to the State Duma. According to the independent Russian news outlet Verstka, the Kremlin plans to increase funding for its state-
run platforms, which are known to sow disinformation and propaganda. The increase coincides with Russia's 2024 presidential elections.

The budget reportedly allocates 315 billion rubles ($3 billion) to support Russian media for the next three years. The budget assigns 121.3 billion rubles ($1.2 billion) for 2024, 94.1 billion rubles ($945 million)
for 2025, and 99.5 billion rubles ($1 billion) for 2026. Overall, the draft media budget represents a decrease of 20 billion rubles ($200 million) from the previous budget; according to Verstka, the draft indicates
that state-owned media will receive the largest funding stream in the election year, after which funds will decrease.

The report also noted that in 2024, RT will receive 1.8 billion rubles ($18 million) more than it received last year, and Vladimir Solovyov's channel Solovyov LIVE will receive 750 million rubles ($7.5 million).

Putin meets South Sudanese President Salva Kiir

South Sudanese President Salva Kiir travelled to Moscow to meet with Russian President Vladimir Putin on Thursday, September 28, where the two reportedly agreed to strengthen the relationship between the
two countries, particularly focusing on trade, energy, and oil.

According to a transcript posted by the Kremlin, Putin told Kiir, "This is only the beginning. We have many good opportunities in a variety of fields, including energy."

Oil-rich South Sudan seceded from Sudan in 2011 with Kiir at the country's helm. South Sudan was admitted to the United Nations in the same year. The country has had a tenuous relationship with the
international body, however, which extended an arms embargo against South Sudan in 2022; Russia abstained from that vote. Given that Russia is a permanent member of the UN Security Council, Kiir may
look to Russia as an ally in his bid to have the embargo lifted. Notably, Kiir told Putin that Russia was a "strong friend" of South Sudan.

In his statement, Putin claimed Russia would also support South Sudan on the domestic front. Kiir is facing mounting pressure from the international community to move forward with a peace deal signed in
2018 and prepare for elections in 2024.

Putin's meeting with Kiir comes off the back of the July 2023 Russia-Africa summit, in which Russia attempted to strengthen and solidify its relationships with African countries. In May 2023, the African
Union warned that African countries should "resist all forms of instrumentalization" in a conflict that threatens to "transform Africa into a geostrategic battleground," adding that it would come at the detriment
of the continent.

Russia: Conviction of HRC "Memorial" co-chair Oleg Orlov (International Federation for Human Rights) By [AUTHOR]
October 12, 2023

New information

RUS 001 / 0323 / OBS 017.2 Conviction / Judicial harassment Russian Federation October 12, 2023

The Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, a partnership of the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) and the World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT), has received new
information and requests your urgent intervention in the following situation in the Russian Federation.

New information:

The Observatory has been informed about the conviction of Mr Oleg Orlov, co-chair of Memorial Human Rights Center (HRC "Memorial"), a member organisation of FIDH. A prominent figure in the defence of
human rights in Russia, Mr Orlov was awarded the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Expression in 2009, and in 2012 the Moscow Helsinki Group Award for his "historic contribution to the defence of human
rights and the human rights movement".

On October 11, 2023, the Golovinsky District Court of Moscow found Oleg Orlov guilty of "public actions aimed at discrediting the use of armed forces of the Russian Federation" (Article 280.3(1) of the
Criminal Code) and fined him 150,000 roubles (approximately 1,409 Euros). His lawyers are planning on appealing the decision to the Moscow city court.

The Observatory recalls that on March 21, 2023, the apartments of Oleg Orlov and eight other members of Memorial were searched as part of an investigation for alleged "exoneration of Nazism" (Section 354.1
(2) (c) of the Criminal Code). They were subsequently taken to the Investigative Committee of the Tverskoy District, Moscow for interrogation. All of them were released pending investigation under witness
status, and were given an order of non-disclosure of details of the case.

On the same day, the Investigative Committee opened criminal proceedings against Oleg Orlov on the charge of "public actions aimed at discrediting the use of armed forces of the Russian Federation". This
accusation is based on an article written by Oleg Orlov titled "Russia: they wanted fascism, they got it" ("Russie : ils voulaient le fascisme, ils l'ont eu") published on the French blogging platform Le Club de
Mediapart on November 13, 2022. Mr Orlov was subsequently placed under travel restriction for an unknown period of time and he was formally charged in early April 2023 for his involvement in anti-war
movements.

On April 29, 2023, Oleg Orlov was presented with a final accusation report by the Russian Investigative Committee in Moscow, in the presence of his lawyer, for the charge of "public actions aimed at
discrediting the use of armed forces of the Russian Federation" and his trial began on June 8, 2023 in front of the Golovinsky District Court.

The conviction of Oleg Orlov is another blow to the Russian human rights organisation Memorial, which had been dissolved by the authorities in December 2021. This arbitrary dissolution was later confirmed
in appeal in April 2022. It is also part of a broader crackdown on anti-war protesters who oppose the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The Observatory recalls that in 2022, Orlov was fined five times for holding
solitary anti-war demonstrations. Two of these convictions were under the law on "discrediting the army" (Article 20.3.3 of the Administrative Code of the Russian Federation).

The Observatory strongly condemns the conviction of Oleg Orlov, and calls on the Russian authorities to immediately and unconditionally acquit him and to stop all acts of harassment, including at the
administrative and judicial levels, against him and all human rights defenders and organisations in Russia.

The Observatory further calls on the authorities in Russia to guarantee in all circumstances the right to freedom of expression, as enshrined in international human rights standards, and particularly in Article
19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Actions requested:

Please write to the authorities of Russia, urging them to:

Guarantee, in all circumstances, the physical integrity and psychological well-being of Oleg Orlov and all human rights defenders in the country;

Acquit Oleg Orlov and put an immediate end to all acts of harassment, including at the judicial and administrative levels, against him, as well as against all human rights defenders in the country;

Guarantee, in all circumstances, the rights to freedom of expression, assembly and association, as enshrined in international human right law, and particularly in Articles 19, 21 and 22 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has commended the growing cooperation within a Moscow-dominated alliance of several ex-Soviet nations despite Western
sanctions against his country (ABC News) October 13, 2023

Russian President Vladimir Putin attended a Friday summit of a Moscow-dominated alliance of several ex-Soviet nations and commended the growing
cooperation between them despite Western sanctions against Russia.

Putin met in Kyrgyzstan's capital, Bishkek, with the leaders of most fellow members of the Commonwealth of Independent States. He told reporters that economic exchanges between Russia and the alliance's
other nations have increased despite Western threats to punish them for maintaining ties with Moscow.

He specifically hailed a new deal on joint air defenses with Kyrgyzstan, saying it would help further bolster military ties. Kyrgyzstan, a member of a Moscow-led security pact, already hosts a Russian air base.

At the same time, Putin sought to downplay Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan's failure to attend the summit in Bishkek. He noted that Pashinyan has a lot on his plate after Azerbaijan reclaimed
control last month of Nagorno-Karabakh, sparking a mass exodus of the breakaway region's ethnic Armenian population.

Pashinyan has accused Russian peacekeepers in the region of failing to prevent the hostilities, criticism that added to widening tensions with Moscow. Russia also has been irked by Armenia's move to recognize
the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court after it indicted Putin in March for war crimes connected to the deportation of children from Ukraine.

While the indictment would oblige any country that is party to the court to arrest him on their soil, Armenian officials have argued that the move wasn't aimed against Russia and offered to sign a bilateral
agreement that would assuage Moscow's concern.

In a statement that appeared to indicate a desire to mend fences, Putin said he has Pashinyan's invitation to visit Armenia and might do so later.

Addressing the participants of the summit in Bishkek, Putin emphasized that "it is important to work together, together with like-minded people from other regions of the world — with the countries of the so-
called world majority, the Global South, whose views are very close to us."

The Russian leader also commented on the Israel-Hamas war. Putin argued that Israel has the right to defend itself after an attack by Hamas that was "unprecedented not only in its scale, but also its cruelty."

"Israel certainly has the right to ensure its security," he said.

At the same time, Putin said it was unacceptable for the Israeli military onslaught on Gaza to "make all of its residents suffer, including women and children." He stressed that Russia has longtime ties with both
Israel and the Palestinians and could help negotiate a settlement.

Asked about unconfirmed allegations that some Western weapons supplied to Ukraine ended up in the hands of Hamas militants, Putin said he wouldn't be surprised if some weapons from Ukraine were sold
on the black market but that he did not think it would happen with the knowledge of Ukrainian officials.

"I don't have any doubt that there have been arms leaks from Ukraine," Putin said, without providing details. "I certainly have no sympathy for the current leadership of Ukraine, but I doubt that it's being done
on the level of Ukrainian leadership."
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MIDDLE-EAST

Iraq

Iraqi man arrested in Germany over alleged involvement in war crimes as a member of IS (AP News) October 11, 2023

German authorities on Wednesday arrested an Iraqi man accused of involvement in the killing of prisoners and the amputation of a person's hand in
his homeland as a member of the Islamic State group.

The suspect, identified only as Abdel J.S. in line with German privacy rules, was arrested in the western city of Wuppertal, federal prosecutors said. He is accused of membership in a foreign terrorist
organization and participation in war crimes.

Prosecutors said in a statement that he joined IS by June 2014 and in the following months participated twice in the extremist group's "draconian public punishments." In one case, they said, he was involved in
the execution of at least six prisoners. In another, he is accused of providing security while the hand of an alleged thief was amputated.

He and other IS fighters also allegedly took a person prisoner and beat and kicked the captive to extract information, the German authorities said.

A judge on Wednesday ordered the suspect held in custody pending a possible indictment.
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Yemen: Houthis Continue Arresting Celebrators of 'September 26th' Anniversary (Asharq Al-Awsat) By Mohammed Nasser
October 5, 2023

The Houthi group continued its arrest campaign against Yemenis celebrating the September 26th revolution anniversary and apprehended on
Wednesday more than 12 young individuals in the al-Sabeen Square, according to human rights sources and families.

Earlier, the group released dozens of individuals detained for raising the national flag and participating in the celebrations commemorating the September 26th revolution.

Activists and lawyers reported that the Houthi Interior Minister, Abdulkarim al-Houthi, ordered the release of 40 detained youth on charges related to raising the national flag and participating in the popular
celebrations.

The families and lawyers of the detainees in Sanaa confirmed that this order was conditional on the released detainees paying a fine exceeding $400 for each, in addition to a written acknowledgement that they
had committed a mistake when they went out to celebrate the revolution's anniversary.

The families of the detainees were also asked to bring a guarantee from a tribal leader loyal to the Houthis or one of the merchants or a pledge certified by the neighborhood officials.

Demands for release

While demands continue for the release of all 1,500 detained young men in Sanaa, lawyers and families revealed that the arrest campaign continued targeting young men suspected of participating in the
celebrations.

The sources refuted the Houthi claims of releasing all detainees, stating that last Sunday, more than 12 young individuals, including two minors under 15, were arrested by Houthi intelligence elements.

Most detainees were taken from al-Sabeen Square to the Allayh Police Station.

According to the statements provided by the families of the detainees, Houthi security agencies have accused their sons of raising the national flag and participating in the celebrations of the September 26th
revolution.

The families mentioned that some of their members were imprisoned simply for inquiring about the whereabouts of their detained relatives.

They noted that the identity of some young individuals who have been arrested and detained in the police department in Sanaa remains unknown because officials refuse to disclose their information, even to
their relatives inquiring about them.

The families renewed their demands for information on the fate of their sons and their immediate release, as there is no legal basis for their detention.

Suppression

Houthi leader and Dhamar governor Mohammed al-Bukhaiti claimed that the issue is not related to raising the Yemeni flag but to what he called "aggression."

In an explicit acknowledgment of the ongoing arrests, Bukhaiti stated that the Houthi followers are entitled to raise the national flag because others are fighting alongside the enemies.

He alleged that the popular celebration of the September 26th revolution is a "clear conspiracy."

Human rights sources mentioned that the Houthis forced university professor Ibrahim al-Kabsi to stop writing against them. They were forced to sign a document vowing not to write against the group as a
condition for his release.

A former Houthi leader, Mohammed al-Maqalih, revealed that he had seen new photos showing the extent and brutality of the attack against al-Kabsi and the threats and extortion he faced during his detention.

Maqalih addressed the Houthis, emphasizing that they cannot silence the truth, even if they physically eliminate its advocates.

Demining teams finding newly planted landmines after each Yemen truce (Arab News) By RAHNUMA
October 5, 2023

RIYADH: No amount of denial by Yemen's Houthi militia could hide the crimes they had committed against the Yemeni people through their continued
mine-laying operations, the managing director of the Saudi-backed Project Masam demining initiative said on Wednesday.

Ousama Algosaibi noted that a total of 417,103 landmines, unexploded ordnance, and improvised explosive devices had been removed in Yemen since June 2018.

The explosives had been indiscriminately planted, posing dangers to civilians, he added.

In a series of tweets on X, Algosaibi said: "Bouncing and fragmentation mines in addition to camouflaged ones have been discovered. It's hard to imagine someone booby-trapping bean cans to kill children,
women, and the elderly in mosques, schools, farms, and areas surrounding water wells."

He pointed out that all the remnants of war were detonated live for the world to witness, referring to the bulk demolition operations of Project Masam.

And he urged international and local organizations operating in Yemen to publish all their data and document their actions to ensure the world could understand the magnitude of the landmine crisis affecting
Yemenis.

"50 million square meters of land have been completely cleared by the Project Masam teams. Every inch of it testifies to the Houthis' crimes against Yemenis," he added.

Algosaibi said the claims made by the Houthis that the Arab Coalition had scattered around 3 million cluster bombs in Yemen were "misleading" and far from the truth. He referred to international reports
indicating that the number of cluster munitions found over the past five years did not exceed 5,000.

"Whoever spreads death will never succeed in playing the role of victim. Even if all international theaters are opened to them," he added.

Houthis abduct Yemeni teachers' union head over salary demands (Arab News) By SAEED AL-BATATI
October 9, 2023

AL-MUKALLA: The Houthi militia in Yemen on Sunday kidnapped the leader of a major teachers' union amid a crackdown on a growing public
movement demanding payment for public employees.

The Yemeni Teachers Club said that armed Houthis in Sanaa encircled the residence of its chairman, Abu Zaid Al-Kumaim, who was later kidnapped.

The club demanded the immediate release of Al-Kumaim and the payment of public worker wages.

"We were disappointed to learn of the club president's arrest at a time when we were expecting our government to reconsider the issue of the interruption of our salaries as educators and teachers for up to eight
years, and work to ensure their regular payment and end our suffering," the club said in a statement.

Tens of thousands of public employees in Houthi-controlled regions have not been paid since late 2016, when the Houthis ended payments in protest of the Yemeni government's move of the central bank
headquarters from Sanaa to Aden.

The Yemeni government accused the Houthis of looting the bank's foreign currency reserves to finance military operations.

Public pressure on the Houthis has grown lately following reports that the militia had generated millions of dollars in cash from Hodeidah ports since April 2022 during the UN-brokered truce.

Al-Kumaim infuriated the Houthis by inciting teachers to engage in a months-long strike to coerce the militia into paying out salaries. Before kidnapping the club's leader, the Houthis replaced striking teachers
and school principals with loyalists.

Ismail Al-Jalai, a Yemeni politician in Sanaa who was present during the arrest, said that a group of armed men from Houthi security and intelligence led by Khaled Sharafuddin surrounded Al-Kumaim's home
on Sunday morning before storming inside.

The move prompted a terrified Al-Kumaim to exchange fire with the Houthi raiders, who he mistook for robbers.

Al-Jalai said that Al-Kumaim, who was yelling that he had not committed a crime, surrendered himself to a prosecutor, adding that the Houthis accused him of collusion with the "aggression," referring to the
Arab coalition and the Yemeni government.

According to Al-Jalai, Al-Kumaim's rejoinder to the assailants was: "My brothers, I want my salary and the teacher's salaries, and nothing else."

The arrest of Al-Kumaim has prompted outrage and condemnation from Yemeni politicians, teachers, journalists and the general public, who have demanded that the militia pay public employees and cease
persecuting teachers.

"I fully support him, and he is innocent of any allegations brought against him, and seeking teachers' pay is not a crime," Nasser Hassan Al-Kumaim, a software engineer in Sanaa, said on his Facebook page.

"We condemn, criticize and hold the authorities in Sanaa totally accountable for his safety and health. We demand that he be released immediately."

Abdul Rahman Maazeb, a member of the government's parliament, said that the Houthis took advantage of the Yemeni public's focus on the conflict in Palestine to abduct Al-Kumaim.

"The common people expected them to go to Palestine to support it, not to Al-Kumaim's house to detain a teacher demanding his and his colleagues' salaries," Maazeb said on the social media platform X.

Some Yemeni commentators, including Mohammed Al-Magaleh, who have long been viewed as Houthi supporters, criticized the Houthi raid and implored Yemeni teachers to pressure the militia to release Al-
Kumaim.

"This person defended your rights, so it is disgraceful for you to remain mute about his arrest, which has no legal basis other than his defense of your right to human dignity," Al-Magaleh said on X.

Yemen's Houthi warns to respond US intervention in Israel (Daily Observer) October 11, 2023

Houthi, the powerful revel group of Yemen, warned that it would respond to any US intervention in Gaza with drones, missiles and other military
options, reports Reuters.

It said on Tuesday that the group was ready to coordinate intervention with other members of the so-called "Axis of Resistance" which encompasses Iranian-backed Shi'ite Muslim factions in Iraq and
Lebanon's Hezbollah group, which has already entered the fray.

Yemen's Houthi movement has battled a Saudi-led coalition since 2015 in a conflict that has killed hundreds of thousands, during which it has targeted strategic assets in the Gulf, most notably energy facilities
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Yemen's Houthi movement has battled a Saudi-led coalition since 2015 in a conflict that has killed hundreds of thousands, during which it has targeted strategic assets in the Gulf, most notably energy facilities
in Saudi Arabia.

Yemen has enjoyed a year of relative calm as peace negotiations gain traction.

Yemen: Members of rights organisation Mwatana arbitrarily prevented from travelling (OMCT) By [AUTHOR]
October 16, 2023

STATEMENT - THE OBSERVATORY

Paris-Geneva, October 16, 2023 — Five members of the human rights organisation Mwatana for human rights were prevented from travelling by the de facto Ansar Allah (Houthi) authorities, without any legal
justification, in violation of their right to freedom of movement. The Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders (FIDH-OMCT) condemns this arbitrary obstacle to their freedom of movement
and calls on all parties to the ongoing conflict in Yemen to put an end to any act of harassment against Mwatana members and all human rights defenders in the country, and to uphold the right to freedom of
movement.

On September 30, 2023, security agents affiliated with the Ansar Allah (Houthi) group, which currently exercises de facto control over northern Yemen, including the capital Sana'a, prevented Ms Radhya Al-
Mutawakel, Chairperson of the Mwatana for Human Rights organisation, Mr Abdul-Rashid Al-Faqih, Vice-Chairperson of the organisation, and three other members of Mwatana for Human Rights, from
travelling through Sana'a International Airport, without providing any legal justification. The security agents presented themselves using pseudonyms and refused to disclose their affiliations. They summoned
the five human rights defenders for 10-minute individual interrogations, informing them of the existence of a travel ban against them following alleged "higher orders". The security agents also returned the
luggage that had been shipped into the airplane and cancelled departure visas for two members of the organisation before they boarded the plane. The five human rights defenders were released without charges
after the interrogation but remain under travel ban for an indefinite period of time.

Mwatana for Human Rights is an independent Yemeni organisation established in 2007, member of FIDH, which advocates for human rights through the verification and documentation of violations, provision
of legal support to victims of human rights violations, as well as awareness raising and capacity building.

Sana'a International Airport, which is located in the area de facto controlled by the Ansar Allah (Houthi) group at the time of publication of this statement, has been partially open since April 2022. Since then,
several violations by the Ansar Allah (Houthi) group infringing upon the freedom of movement through Sana'a International Airport and the land routes connecting various regions of Yemen have been
reported, including arbitrary detentions, enforced disappearances, travel bans, mistreatment, extortion, intimidation, and discrimination based on regional, local, minority, gender, or any other basis.

The Observatory recalls that this arbitrary travel ban on Mwatana's members is part of a broader campaign of harassment against the organisation, including its management, and its team. On June 18, 2018,
Radhya Al-Mutawakel and Abdul-Rashid Al-Faqih were arbitrarily detained by the Saudi/UAE-led coalition at Seiyun Airport, eastern Yemen. Abdul-Rashid Al-Faqih was also detained by internationally
recognised government forces and Islah Party at Al-Fulj checkpoint, in Marib, on June 14, 2018, while he was on his way to travel through Seiyun Airport with Radhya Al-Mutawakel. On March 4, 2017, upon
his return from an international conference in Jordan, organised by the International Federation of Journalists and the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate, and attended by several international organisations, the
Ansar Allah (Houthi) group arbitrarily detained and interrogated Abdul-Rashid Al-Faqih at Sana'a International Airport, seized his passport and prevented him from travelling.

The Observatory strongly condemns the obstacle to freedom of movement and arbitrary travel ban on Radhya Al-Mutawakel, Abdul-Rashid Al-Faqih, and three other members of Mwatana, and urges all parties
to the ongoing conflict in Yemen to put an end to all acts of harassment against them and all other human rights defenders in Yemen, and ensure in all circumstances that they are able to carry out their
legitimate activities and exercise their rights without any hindrance and fear of reprisals.

The Observatory further calls on all parties to the ongoing conflict in Yemen to uphold freedom of movement and to lift all arbitrary travel restrictions on human defenders and all citizens in the country, as
enshrined in the Constitution of Yemen as well as in international human rights standards, and in particular in Article 12 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Particularly, the Observatory
calls on the de facto Ansar Allah (Houthi) authorities to reopen and lift all arbitrary restrictions on the travel of Yemeni through Sana'a Airport and its checkpoints along the highways linking the governorates,
and on the internationally recognised government of Yemen to reopen and remove all restrictions imposed on Yemeni airports currently partially operating.
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SAS shot dead two sleeping Afghans in war crime, public inquiry told (The Guardian) By Dan Sabbagh
October 11, 2023

The SAS shot dead two Afghan adults who were sleeping in an incident in August 2012 in which two children were seriously injured, a public inquiry
has heard.

The barrister representing victims' families in a public inquiry into the killing of 80 civilians by the SAS in Afghanistan said the incident amounted to war crimes committed by British soldiers.

Richard Hermer KC, representing Mansour Aziz and the families of 33 of the victims, said Hussain Uzbakzai, 24, and Ruqqia Mullah Muhammad Haleem, also 24, were "sleeping outside in the courtyard with
their two preschool age children" when members of the SAS shot them dead.

When Aziz, Uzbakzai's brother, returned home "he was horrified to find the two bodies of his brother and sister-in-law", Hermer said. Their children were missing because they had been medically evacuated for
urgent treatment.

Aziz briefly addressed the inquiry in a short video, translated from Pashtu. In it he introduced his nephews, Imran and Bilal, who he said were severely injured at the time and had been traumatised ever since.

"Even to this day, they are grieving the incident that happened to us and they are depressed. They are wondering why that incident happened to us," Aziz said. "We are asking for the court to listen to these
children and bring justice."

Two other adults were also killed in the raid, the inquiry heard, but only one weapon, a grenade, was recovered from the compound. SAS commanders never referred the incident to military police for a potential
criminal investigation.

This week, the public inquiry, presided over by Lord Justice Haddon-Cave, heard a separate allegation that nine Afghan males were shot and killed while sleeping on another SAS night raid on 7 February 2011
— one of a string of deadly raids being examined in court.

On Monday, Oliver Glasgow KC, the inquiry's own counsel, indicated it was intended to launch a specific investigation into the August 2012 raid because "young children were injured".

But, Glasgow added, none of the Ministry of Defence (MoD) or SAS documentation relating to the raid had been released into the public domain, meaning that the military's version of events was not available.
An MoD statement, given on Tuesday, did not directly refer to individual incidents in which civilians are said to have been unlawfully killed.

Testimonies such as that from the Aziz family and other evidence taken largely from SAS emails and the MoD's own documents, Hermer said, highlighted the seriousness of the allegations and demonstrated
there was a practice of elite British soldiers unlawfully killing Afghan civilians on night raids.

It was "evidence capable of suggesting that they [the SAS] were conducting a campaign of murder, not only obviously a crime in domestic law but a war crime amounting to grave breach of the Geneva
conventions", Hermer said.

Military police had also recently become aware of an allegation that a serving soldier in UK special forces had, according to Hermer, "disclosed to family members he had shot and killed a child whilst on
operations in Afghanistan".

But according to the Royal Military Police, in a statement quoted by Hermer before the inquiry, two potential civilian witnesses had declined to provide evidence and the investigation into the child killing was
dropped because it was not felt there was a realistic prospect of prosecution.

The submission on behalf of victims' families brought to a close three days of opening statements at an inquiry that is expected to take between 12 and 18 months to produce an interim report. Much of the
evidence will be heard in secret, without press or the public present, and the MoD will formally acknowledge only that UK special forces are involved, although it is widely understood that refers to the SAS.

The inquiry was initiated by Ben Wallace, the former defence secretary, after years of allegations swirling about the SAS conducting extrajudicial killings in Afghanistan between 2010 and 2013 and that there
was a subsequent cover-up, frustrating police investigations.

Haddon-Cave insisted that the inquiry was determined to get to the bottom of events and said the image of the UK was at stake. "Nobody could be in any doubt as to how potentially damaging these allegations
are, as long as they remain unresolved one way or the other, and how corrosive they are to the reputation of the military, but also to the UK's international standing," he said.

[back to contents]

Bangladesh International Crimes Tribunal

Former education minister Osman Faruk to face war crimes charges (The Business Standard) October 12, 2023

BNP leader and former education minister Osman Faruk is set to face trial at the International Crimes Tribunal of Bangladesh on charges of
committing crimes against humanity during 1971 Liberation War.

The investigative agency of the tribunal recently completed its investigation into the accusations against Faruk and submitted a report to the Chief Prosecutor's office.

"The International Crimes Tribunal of Bangladesh has received the investigation report, and the legal representatives of the state have duly examined it," Chief Prosecutor of the tribunal Syed Haider Ali
confirmed media on 12 October.

He told the media that this report will be verified promptly, and after that, it will be submitted to the tribunal.

Following that, the tribunal will initiate legal proceedings according to the law.

The investigation into Faruk's alleged crimes dates back to 2016 when the tribunal's investigative agency disclosed the initiation of an inquiry against him.

During a press conference held on 4 May, 2016, the agency revealed that they were examining a list of 11 individuals, including Osman Faruk, who were suspected of crimes against humanity in the region of
Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh, in 1971.

"We are working on a list of 11 individuals, including Osman Faruk, who are allegedly involved in crimes against humanity in the region of Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh in 1971," the
investigative agency stated in response to journalists' questions during that press conference.

According to the investigative agency statement in 2016, most of those 11 enlisted were either teachers or officials at the university in 1971. Alleged Osman Faruk was a reader in the Department of Agricultural
Economy at that university.

After the initiation of the investigation into allegations of crimes against humanity, Osman Faruk reportedly left the country secretly.

Adilur's sentencing: Bangladeshi expats reject EU Parliament proposal, file petition (Somoy Full News) October 17, 2023

They dubbed the acceptance of the EU proposal a shameless interference in the internal affairs of Bangladesh and said they reject it "as it manifests
an anachronistic colonial mindset".

The Bangladeshi expatriates noted in their petition to the EU Parliament president that Adilur and his colleague have been convicted under Bangladeshi law which gave them full scope to defend themselves.
This should not be seen as a human rights violation or vengeance in any way. Controversial human rights organisation Odhikar claimed that 63 people were killed during an operation to drive out Hefazat-e
Islam activists from Motijheel's Shapla Chattar on the night of May 5, 2013. The government put the death toll at 13. On July 10 of that year, the Ministry of Information sent a letter to Odhikar asking for the
list of those killed, but the organisation refused to provide the names. Several media outlets ran reports that many of those whom Odhikar claimed to be dead were still alive. Subsequently, a police complaint
was filed against Adilur and Elan. They were later accused in a case under Section 57 of the then Information Technology Act of inciting the Muslim community and tarnishing the country's image.

A decade later, the court sentenced them to two years in prison in that case on Sep 14 of this year. The EU Parliament condemned the imprisonment and urged the government to scrap the verdict as soon as
possible. The EU Parliament adopted a resolution expressing concern that the human rights situation in Bangladesh has deteriorated. The expatriates' petition

In their petition, the expatriate Bangladeshis said: We, on behalf of the Bangladeshi citizen and global Bangladeshi diaspora, express our deepest concern and regret on the recently adopted resolution under
reference. We are appalled by the contents and verbiage of the resolution which seem to be myopic and largely insulated from facts, reasons, history and the political DNA of our present government and
Bangladesh. Notably the comments on the NGO 'Odhikar' and prosecution of the two office bearers of this deregistered NGO in the existing legal system of Bangladesh misrepresent the facts and the demand to
quash the verdict is an egregious attempt to disqualify the legal system of a sovereign country. Bangladesh achieved independence at a heavy cost - millions of lives perished, millions more displaced from
homes, hundreds of thousands of women raped and the country liberated through a full-blown war of nine months in 1971. Immediately after the victory the first Government of independent Bangladesh under
the leadership of 'Bangabandhu' Sheikh Mujibur Rahman adopted a constitution where secularism, democracy, social equity and nationalism were enshrined along with banning religion in politics.
Additionally, Jamaat-e-Islami was banned for committing war crimes and the war crime tribunal started trials of war criminals.

On August 15, 1975 a bloody military Coup d'état toppled the democratic government and installed military Junta General Ziaur Rahman (Zia) as the de facto head of the state. Zia was steering the regime,
appointed few politicians in the government as deceptive façade. Overnight democratic process stalled. In the constitution, secularism and ban of religion in politics were replaced by Islam as the only guiding
policy of the state. Jamaat-e-Islami globally known for its philosophy of Islamic extremism, erstwhile banned in Bangladesh from politics for alleged war crimes, reinstated as a political party. Tribunal for war
criminals were dissolved dropping all the war crime charges against individuals. Soon the General, turned politician formed a political party, called BNP (Bangladesh Nationalist Party) where he rehabilitated
indicted war criminals and collaborators of the invading Pakistan army. Thus, Zia made politics difficult by permanently dividing the country into two starkly opposing polarized camps on the political and
ideological line of our liberation war. This scenario is rare on the global political landscape, even unsustainable in the vibrant European democracy like Germany. On this difficult train, in 1991, the experiment
of democracy started again rotating power between pro-liberation secular alliance led by Awami League and anti-liberation and religious alliance of BNP & Jamaat.

There were few serious attempts on the life of Shekh Hasina, our present Prime Minister, during the tenure of the dictators and Generals-turned-politicians. The worst assassination attempt that she narrowly
escaped took place on August 21, 2004, while she was addressing a huge public peace rally. The well-orchestrated 'Grenade Attack' left 24 dead, many of them top leaders of her party Awami League, 500
injured including sheikh Hasina herself and many have been living since with permanent scar, trauma, debilitating pain and disability. BNP-Jamaat alliance had been in power (2001 - 2006) at that time. Police
and court refused to take the case. Later a farcical court case was set up by the state with a self-confessed defendant who later recanted his confession stating that he was allegedly coerced and bribed to give the
confession. During the whole tenure of this alliance government Adilur Rahman served as the appointed Deputy Attorney General of Bangladesh Judiciary. This exposes the fact that Adilur is politically
connected with the Islamic politics and opposing forces of our liberation war, During the second tenure of Awami League alliance in the power, on May 05, 2013, hundreds of thousands of followers of an
Islamic seminary based fundamentalist platform 'Hefazot e Islami' laid siege to the central business district of Dhaka demanding implementation of the highly controversial Islamic 'Blasphemy Law'. The
seminary students engaged in pitch battle with law enforcers, set fires on shops and vandalized many businesses and offices. On the second night of the occupation, Government agencies swung into action and
after hours of well choreographed operation, the fundamentalist's siege ended with only two casualties from the mob, but many injuries among policemen. ISIL, the international terrorist organization in their
website declared solidarity with the occupation mob, condemned police action and circulated many fabricated and fake pictures in their webpage. At this point Adilur Rahman, as the head of the NGO 'Adhikar'
weighed in, started circulating false and exaggerated number of casualties overseas to the human rights groups and to the governments with an intention to raise concerns and sympathy for the violent
extremists and thus tarnishing image of the government as the perpetrator of extra judicial killings. The government initially asked for clarification from 'Adhikar', not getting any response lodged complaint in
the court with the above facts. Branding this a 'trumped up case' is travesty of truth. The court, after hearing at length the arguments of the state and of the defence, has found Adilur and his colleague guilty and
handed down a jail sentence according to the penal code of the country. International legal team/ expert are always welcome to observe and participate in any trial with prior permission from the government.
This court verdict proves Adilur's active connection with the Islamic terrorists and hostility toward secular political stream.

It is a well substantiated fact that religious extremists, from incipient cells to suicide squads armed to the teeth, have their eyes fixed in the cross hairs for physical elimination of the secular Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. Also, the current government, the ruling party and the citizens, particularly, the non-Muslim and Muslim minorities, secular intellectuals and politicians have been the violent victims of the
religious terrorism. The Government's pre-emptive or reactive actions to neutralize imminent armed terrorist threats often ensue armed encounters causing casualties of lives on both sides. Certain human
rights agents and NGOs in Bangladesh allegedly loyal to BNP-Jamaat alliance who often feed international bodies with biased and partial narrative and exaggerated head counts of these collaterals as 'extra
judicial killing'. Fugitives and missing persons are often used as propaganda tool against the Government for enforced disappearances. The genetics of the ruling political party Awami League is secular. Denial
of this fact is to deny our total secular history of political evolution to the birth of secular Bangladesh. In Bangladesh the ratio of workers' participation in trade unions is higher than many Western democracies,
where many giant corporations and employers deny the rights of forming trade union. We have noted with dismay that your resolution is unconscionably hostile and blatant interference into the internal affairs
of Bangladesh. We, therefore, reject the resolution as it manifests anachronistic colonial mindset. What's in the proposal of EU Parliament Expressing concern over the human rights situation in Bangladesh, a
resolution adopted by the European Parliament condemned the imprisonment of Adilur and Elan and demanded their immediate, unconditional release. According to information provided on the website of
the European Parliament, seven parliamentary groups raised the proposal on the issue of rights and human rights in Bangladesh. Eight members discussed the proposal there. Of these, six spoke in favour of the
proposal, and two spoke against it. According to the notification on the website of the European Parliament, the process of extending the 'Everything But Arms' (EBA) facility to Bangladesh is underway. In such
a situation, members of the European Parliament said that this issue with rights is unfortunately a step backwards. Questions have also been raised as to whether the EBA facility should continue in the case of
Bangladesh. EU proposal faces opposition EU Parliament member Maximilian Krah opposed the proposal regarding the human rights situation in Bangladesh. He also believes that the court's verdict against
Adilur is in accordance with EU standards. He also complained that the West uses the issue of human rights as a tool whenever they get an opportunity. On October 11, a seminar related to Bangladesh was held
in the EU Parliament in Brussels. Maximilian Krah spoke at the seminar organised by Study Circle UK. In a separate interview with EU Today, he explained that an NGO worker in Bangladesh made a false
statement about police violence. "The case was not convincing because an NGO activist made a wrong statement on police violence and there was a risk that this would cause a real upspring or riot and such
misinformation is punishable in Europe as well. So, we blame the Bangladeshis to prosecute the behaviour that we in Europe would prosecute too and that is not at all convincing." He also emphasised the need
to regulate international and national NGO structures to prevent foreign influence in domestic politics.
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War Crimes Investigation in Myanmar

Myanmar: Airstrike on Village an Apparent War Crime (Relief web) October 18, 2023

(Bangkok) — The Myanmar military attacked a village hosting hundreds of displaced civilians in Kachin State on October 9, 2023, killing 28 civilians,
including 11 children, committing an apparent war crime, Human Rights Watch said today. The nighttime attack on Mung Lai Hkyet, which also
injured more than 60 people and caused extensive damage to civilian structures, did not appear to be targeting a military objective.

Human Rights Watch interviewed five witnesses and reviewed 20 images and three videos of the aftermath of the attack, which suggest Myanmar forces initially conducted an airstrike on the village, then fired
a barrage of ground-launched mortars or artillery. Images of areas hit by the initial strike show debris and damage consistent with the effects of shockwaves from large high-explosive bombs delivered by
aircraft. Human Rights Watch found no evidence of opposition armed groups in the vicinity of the village at the time of the attack.

"The Myanmar military's repeated strikes and shelling of a village filled with displaced people were either unlawfully deliberate or indiscriminate," said Manny Maung, Myanmar researcher at Human Rights
Watch. "Concerned governments shouldn't just condemn this reckless disregard for civilian life, they should take meaningful and concrete actions to stop the military from committing future violations."

Mung Lai Hkyet is located about five kilometers from the ethnic Kachin Independence Army (KIA) headquarters in Laiza, near the border with China. For decades, the KIA has been engaged in conflict with the
Myanmar military, which has a long record of committing war crimes in Kachin State and elsewhere. When a ceasefire with the KIA broke down in 2011, Mung Lai Hkyet, which was mainly inhabited by ethnic
Lisu, began hosting internally displaced people fleeing the renewed hostilities.

Clashes in Kachin State have increased since the KIA opposed Myanmar's military coup in February 2021, causing further displacements to areas such as Mung Lai Hkyet. The KIA has also been training
recruits in new armed groups opposing Myanmar's junta.

A resident of Mung Lai Hkyet told Human Rights Watch that despite the KIA's presence in Laiza, there were no KIA fighters in the village due to a nightly curfew and there had been no fighting near the village
leading up to the incident.

A Laiza resident told Human Rights Watch that the first explosion was the loudest and could also be felt in Laiza: "It shook everything and then we heard a few more, smaller blasts."

Witnesses told local media that they woke to the sound of the first blast around 11:30 p.m. followed by at least four more blasts. Images of the aftermath show a razed area about 500 meters wide and at least
one crater roughly 6 meters deep, splintered wood from buildings, and twisted metal from vehicles.

The Laiza resident, who went to Mung Lai Hkyet the next morning to assist, said that villagers described hearing shells hissing through the air as they ran for cover. "It's a sound we're familiar with since up
here, we've all experienced the military's attacks," the resident said. "But when you see the damage, it could not just have been shells that did this."

All six members of one family were killed in the attack, while in another family the only surviving members were a 1-month-old and a 3-year-old, the resident said. Among those killed were 10 women, 10 girls
younger than 18, seven men, and one 3-year-old boy.

Human Rights Watch reviewed a local hospital's patient registry from October 11 that lists 15 injured survivors, including five children, receiving ongoing treatment.

Gen. Zaw Min Tun, a military spokesperson, denied responsibility for the attack in state media and suggested the explosion was caused by explosives stored in the village by the KIA.

The Myanmar military has repeatedly conducted airstrikes on populated areas in violation of the laws of war. In April, Myanmar forces killed at least 160 people in an airstrike using a thermobaric bomb — or
"fuel-air explosive" — in Sagaing Region.

The Armed Conflict Location and Event Data project (ACLED) reported that airstrikes in Myanmar have increased every month since February this year.

The laws of war prohibit attacks that target civilians and civilian objects, that do not or cannot discriminate between civilians and combatants, or that are expected to cause harm to civilians or civilian property
that is disproportionate to any anticipated military advantage.

The laws of war require parties to a conflict to distinguish at all times between civilian objects and military objectives, and attacking forces must do everything feasible to verify that targets are military
objectives. If there is doubt as to whether an object normally used for civilian purposes, such as a school, is being used for military purposes, it should be presumed not to be.

Individuals committing or ordering serious laws-of-war violations with criminal intent, meaning deliberately or recklessly, are responsible for war crimes. The repeated unlawful attacks on Mung Lai Hkyet,
without demonstrating the presence of military targets, strongly suggest that the attack was deliberate or reckless.

United Nations officials, Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and other groups have repeatedly said that the UN Security Council should impose an arms embargo on the Myanmar military and
measures to cut off its aviation fuel, as well as targeted sanctions on the military's revenues.

The United States, European Union, United Kingdom, and other countries have imposed targeted sanctions on the Myanmar military and its business and banking interests, meant to pressure the military to
stem abuses and engage with diplomatic efforts over Myanmar's current crisis. Several concerned governments have taken bilateral steps to block sales or transfers of aviation fuel. Concerned governments
should better coordinate to enforce those sanctions and make them more effective, while pressing the Security Council to match them globally, Human Rights Watch said.

"The Myanmar military won't stop committing atrocities until other governments work together to impose real economic restrictions and meaningful blockages of weapons, fuel, and materiel," Maung said.
"The status quo will only bring more war crimes and civilian deaths."
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